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FOR~EWC)RD

This analysis of the 0000 October 20th - 1042 October 23rd phase
of the Battle for Leyte Gulf which embraces in general the operations
wherein SOWESPAC forces, supported by POA forces, seized footholds in
the Leyte Gulf area of the Philippines, and the Japanese reactions
thereto, was prepared by the Naval War College. It is based on infor-
mation from both Allied and Japanese sources which is wider and more
complete than that available to writers on this subject up to this
time. It endeavors to maintain at all times, the viewpoint of the
commanders of the units on both sides.

It follows directly the (a) preliminary phases including the
Battle off Formosa, which were analysed in Volume I and (b) next
phase which embraced the operations of the SEVENTH Fleet Advance

Forces in Leyte Gulf prior to D-day which were analysed in Volume II.
A knowledge of both of these phases is essential for the proper
understanding of Volume III.

Complete information from all sources was not available to this
analysis. This is especially true of (a) Japanese Army and Navy
aircraft in the Philippines the sources for which commencing with
October 23rd have become less and less complete, and (b) Japanese
submarine operations and dispositions,, It is also true concerning
the thought processes which motivated the principle Japanese senior
commanders. All known sources for obtaining information in the

United States and in Japan have been examined and reexamined with
only limited success on the Japanese side, but with somewhat more
success on the Allied side since, during the past several years..

some new material, largely in the form of dispatches, has been V
located. Notwithstanding, new facts and circumstances may come to
light from time to time vAich may change some of the analysis
produced herein.

In view of the critical nature of this analysis an effort has
been made in certain important situations to place the critic in
the positifon of the commander in order to obtain the latter'3 point
of view. In employing this system it is realized that although the

t critic can often succeed in placing himself sufficiently near the
position of the commander for any practical purposes, in many
instances he may not succeed in doing so.

Because of the nature of the Allied victory at Leyte Gulf and
the numerous controversies which have arisen concerning it, as
complete a study as possible of the operations of this phase has
been provided.



This present phase, is well as the two phases which preceded it,
was a continuing test of the combat ability of the various commanders
on both sides. The pages of history have invariably revealed defects
in comma•nd in similar situations and it would have been surprising
had such defects not appeared lhA ,.ietni vptrz.Lions.

This battle reaffirmed the lesson so often forgotten--that the
test of battle is the only test which proves the combat ability of
commanders. The ability or lack of ability of the various commanders
in the art of war became apparent. Valor alone was shown to be
insufficient, for valor is not an attribute of only one race, but is
an attribute and a heritage of many races. The indispensable
qualification for command, the art of war, was shown to be the
ability in combat to apply the scionce of war to active military
situations.

The present senior officers of the Navy are well aware of the
reasons for changes in established doctrines and in the developments
of new ones. But this cannot necessarily be said of the commanders
of the future, who very probably will be inexperienced in command
in war.

Finally, all comments and criticisms, the more important of
which are emphasized herein by the employment of capital letters,
are designed to be constructive. By indicating what appear to be
souad and unsound decisions, and the apparent reasons for arriving

* at them, it is hoped to provoke earnest thought among prospective
commanders and thus to improve professional judgment in command.
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October 20th

TAME E, CONTENTS

Foreword i-
Table of Contents iii-lxv
Zone Time Ir¢.
Principal Commanders 2 xvii-lixi i
Introduction lxxili-lxxv
Sbrief Narrative of the 00(0) October 20th to 1042 October 23rd Ph'4se of

The V~ttle for Leyte Gulf IXJV-1XXX1x

,__•TER. -.ALLIED OPERATIONS October 20th

(A) Operations if CO0SOWESPAC 1-97
Amphibious assault forces proceeddiig acco, dirg plan 1
Orders photo interpretation previour, day's contact report I
Learns South China Sea air searches curtailed 1
0655 enters Leyte Gulf 2
Learns COMTHIRDFLT and CINCPOA unable determine duration South China

Sea air searches 2-3
Learns landing operations progressing datisfactorily 3
Goes ashore observe operations and broadcast return Philippinos 3-4
Reports War ;epartment landings successful 4
Discussion Japanese awareness Allied landings 4-5
1.419 establishes advance headquarters Leyte 5
iReturns aboard flagship, retires for night 5
Reviews events from dispatches received during day 5-6
Learns South China Sea air searches to continue 5
Learns TF 38 to neutralize western Visayas airfields 5
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 5-6
Advises COMINCH operations have been most successful 6
Discussion intelligence estimate headquarters Hol-landia 6
(1) Operations of Goaminder SEVI4TH Fleet 6-9'7

(a) Operations of CP'• 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 7-72
Approaches Leyte Gulf on schedule 7
Requests fighter sweeps Mindanao, western Visayas 7
Learns weather favorable for landings 7
Requests air support COMTHIRDFLT after 1-4ay 7
Discussion this request 7
Enters Leyte Gulf, awtomaticallv assumes control all naval

operations in objective area 8
Exercises control air operation through CSACP 8
CTF 79 disapproves 8
Discussion this disapproval 8-9
Receives CrG 77.2's report previous day's operations 9
Requests CTG 38.1 provide dusk patrol objecti-e area
Discussion this request 9-10
Learns South China Sea air searches curtailed 10
"Discussion intelligence information 10-11
"Observes progress landings from aboard flagship 11
Discussion Japanese army plans defense Leyte 11-13
Discussion weakness Japanese air power in the Philippines at

this time--total 95 planes 13
Learns Tacloban airfield captured being readied for use 11
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C) October 20th

Rereives contact report on subnarine 13
Directs CTF's 78, 79 to heed DMS and YW3 in area 13
Receives reply from O(WTHIRDFLT providing air strikes on. D-I

day but failing to provide dusk CAP 14
:Need for mutual superior western Pacific 1A
Learne MOMSOWESPAC Advance Headquarters established Leyte 14
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 14
Sends favorable progress report to CO(SOWFSI9AC 15
In WASATCH retires for night 15
Receives report heavy damage HONOLULU 15
Receives contact reports 16
Receives favorable situation report from CTF 79 progress

southern beaches 16
Dusk CAP from CTG 38.1 arrives on station 16
Requests communication traffic be addressed to him as CTF 77

as well as CCMSEVENTHFLT 16
Discussion this dispatch 16-17
Sends O0SOWESPAC favorable amplifying report on landing

progress 11?
Discussion failure report capture Tacloban airfield 17
Learns TG 77.4 attacked by enemy aircraft 18
Learns assignments unitb Fueling Groulo 18
No important contacts received during day 18
(1) Operations of Advance Force 18-28

(a) Operations of CTG n7.' (Rombardment and Fire Support
Group) 19-221
Makes amplifying report to CTF 77 results previous

dayfs operaýions 19-20
Contacts units CTF 79 entering Gulf 20
Detaches his units to assigned duties 20
Observes commencement scheduled bombardment 20
Moves FS ships closer to beaches 20-21
Notes CTF 78, CTF 79 had arrived objective area 21
Reports to CTF 79 for duty as CTU 77.2.2 21

(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 21-26
Conducts scheduled air operations 21-22
Weather conditions good in operating area 21-22
Joined by certain CVE's from escort duty 22
Launches fighter strike against CATKON HILL area

with CCI4CARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN as observer 22
Discussion thereon 23
Attacked by enemy planes (three) 23
Landing hour strike over Panaon cancelled 23
Direct air support northern, southern beaches effective 23
Enemy aircraft (army and .avy) atta'4k objective area 24-25
TCAP enjoys some success 25
Maintains local aircraft patrols, flies numerous sorties 25-26
Total losses for the day (2VF, 5VT) 26
Aircraft remaining (293VF, 171VT) 26
Retires for the night 26

(c) Operations of CT'G 7'i.> (Kinesweeping and Hydrographic
Group) 26-28
Operations of varioub sweep units 26-27
All areas except area S*ZP, free of mines 27Li



October 20th

Receives three additional minesweepers 27
Total mines swept Leyte Gulf (222 mines) 27-28

(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group) 28

Assigns APD's to patrol stations 28
Reports to CTF 79 for duty 28
Dropped from further discussion 28

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 28-51
Tasks assigned KING II 28-30
Wears two hats, TF 78 and TG 78.1 30
Enter Gulf with minesweepers in van 30

Releases CTG 78.3 to proceed GREEN Beach; he proceed RED
and WHITE Beaches 30

Obtains approval advance landing hour CTG 78.3 30
Orders Northern Attack Force to deploy 30
Notes CTU 77.2.1 has commenced bombardment 30
Directs Plan VICTOR placed in effect 30-31
Learns CTG 78.2 doubtfihl meeting landing-hour 31
Discussion plan VICTOR restriction maximum gunfire ordinate 31
Discussion difficulties coordination air units 31-32
Directs CTG 78.2 do best possible for landing-hour 32
First maves assault troops dep~rt for beaches 32-33
Discussion CTF 78's views regarding bombing and strafing

beaches just prior to landings 33-34
Comparison with CTF 79's views 34
Learns LST's experiencing beaching difficulties 34
Notes need for pontoon causeways 34-35
Discussion thereon 35
Endeavors obtain pontoon causeways from CTF 79 35
Kno-w Allied ground forces moving inland 35-36
Learns C.G. FIRST Cavalry Division and C.G. TTWNTY-FOURTH

Infantry Division have assumed command ashore 36
Discussion thereon 36-37
Learns forces have captured Tacloban airfield 37
Directs unloaded ships proceed Hollandia 37
Requests expeditious delivery unused pontoon causeways

from TG 79.2 37
Orders unloaded transports depart area 37-38
Learns three LST's with pontoon causeways have arrived 38
Observes transports departing San Pedro Bay 38
Meets D-day commitments with exception of unloading LST's 38-39
Discussion smoke plan and its use 39
(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 39-42

Tasks assigned and forces allotted 39
Upon signal "deploy?, proceeds to execute plan 40
Observes assault troops depart for beaches 40
1ST's encounter difficulty in beaching and are

ordered to retract 41
Criticizes conclusions drawn from UDT reports

relative atove 41
UDT doctrine at this time and discussion 41-42
Notes progress landing operations-favorable except L3T's 42
Sumu•ny of day's operations 4-

(b) Operationri of CTG 7P.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 42-44
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October 20th

Tasks assigned and forces allotted 43
Learns HARRIS had fouled a mine 43
Upon signal "dep'.oy" proceeds to ex cute plans 43
Method of controA. differs from CTG 78.2 43
Observes channe' WHITE Beach blocked 43
Notifies CTF 78 scheduled landing hour may be delayed 43-44
Contrary to UDT reports, finds WHITE Beach generally

unfavorable for unloading 44
Learns C.G. FIRST Cavalry Divisio- has taken command

ashore 44
Learns unloaded ships ready depart 44
Enemy air opposition limited 44
Summary unloading results during day 44

(c) Operations of = 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH),
CTG r.3 (Close Covering Group) and Certain Destrovers 45-47

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 45-46
Composition of force 45
Reports CTF 78 for duty, commences bombardment 45
Directed place Plan VICTOR in effect during

strikes by fast carriers 45
Queries CTF 78 regarding air strikes 45
Completes scheduled bombardment 45
Issues orders for night 45-46

(2) Operacions of CMG 77.3 46-47
Composition of force 46
Dirts .a his units carry out bombardment schedule 46
Conducts scheduled bombardment 46-47

(3) Certain Destroyers 47
(a) McKEE and HARRISCN 47
(b) FLETCHER and LA VALLETTE 47

(d) Operations of CTG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) 47-50
Awaits arrival Panaon Attack Group 47
Task assigned 47
Observes arrival units Leyte Gulf 48
Receives authority advance landing-hour 48
Minesweepinkg -esults - negative V
Decides to cancel pr-e-landing bombardment 48
Discussion thereon 48
Lands without opposition 49
Regimental. Commander assiues command ashore 49
C ,rgo unloading delayed because unloading crews

stopped for lunch 49
Discussion thereon 49
Ships rendesvous to depart for Hollandia 49-.50
Departs Panaon area with unloaded ships 50
LANG replaced by McKEE 50
Arrives rendezvous, some transports late )0

(e) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Gro)up) 50-51
Continues rogulate traffic Leyte uilf entrance 50
Auguented by four LCI's from TF 78 51
Dropped from further discus.ilon 51

(f) Operations of GTG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78,q (Reinforcement
Groups ONE, 'IrK and THRif,:E 51
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October 20th

(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 and 78.7 51
Continued toward Leyte Gulf 51
Detaches certain ships to Kossol Passage 51

(2) Operations of CTGr 78.8 51
Prepares depart for Leyte 51

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 52-72
Tasks assigned for KING II 52
Discussion radical changes necessary in shift of objective

from Yap to Leyte 53-54
Queation arises when main units TG 79.1 employ minesweepers 54
Learns CTG 79.1 will proceed without. minesweepers 54
Believes approach undetected 55
Entern Leyte Gulf 55
Area of responsibility - Leyte Gulf south of Tacloban -

Dulag approach channel including Surigao Strait 55
Observes progress operations in Southern Transport Area 55
Orders Plan VICTOR for air strike of beaches 56
Confirms the landing-hour as 1000 56
Assault waves reach beaches on schedule 56
Learns BM2ION hit by eneaW counterfire 56-57
Shifts five screening destroyers to lower Surigao Strait 57
Beachhead secured, transports move in 57
Sends detailed report to CTF 77 57
Concerned by enemy dusk, night air attack capabilities 57
Visualizes two alternatives for defense, i.e., remain at

anchor under smoke or get underway 57-58
Decides to remain at anchor' 58
Discussion thereon 58
Transfers ten LCT's, three LST7s with pontoon causeways

to CTF 78 58
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by eneW plane 58
Assigns aight FS ships 58-59
Su•ary of day's operations 59
Ckoparison ratio unloading between units of TF 78 and TF 79 59-60
Discussion thereon 60
(a) Operations of OTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 61-64

Tasks assigned for KING II 61
Anticipates arrival time by forcy-five mniutes due

to current 61
Minesweepers unable rendezvous tt, oweep ahead 62
Decides proceed through minefield without minesweepers 62
Reasons for decision 62
Deploys command 63
Leerne 1000 landing-hour conficmed 63
Landings made on schedule 63
Some reasons for light enemy resistance to Allied

landing 63-64
Pushes unloading with utmost vigor 64
Simuary day's operations (4
Unloading continues during night 64

(b) Operaticl-3 of CTG 79.2 (Atta k Group HAKER) (A-68
Comporition of force 64
Tasks aesi,=ed 64
Proceeds indep&ndertly in two groups 65
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October 20th

Releases COMMINDIV THIRTY-FOUR report CMG 77.5 65
Force ready commence landing 65
Learns 1000 landing-hour confirmed 65
Landings made on schedule 65
Learns beaches secure 65
Coammces general unloading 65
Transfers three LST's with puntoon causeways and four

LCT's to TF 78 65-66
This transfer interferes with unloading 66
C.G. NIMETY-SIXTH Infantry Division assumes comoand

ashore '66
General unloading transports very slow 66-67
Reasons therefor 67-68

Wc) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH),
CTG 79.11 (Cowmmnd)r Screen) 68-72

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 68-71
Conducts prearranged bombardment 68
Continues gunfire support schedule 68-69
For the most part completes firing 69
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 69-70
Learns night assignments for FS ships 70
Concerned as this was his responsibility 70
Issues orders for night disposition 70

(2) Operations of CTG 79.11 71-72
Responsible for screen Leyte Gulf 71
Screening stations 71-72
Has difficulty maintaining intermediate screen 72
Screens dropped from discussion as independent units 72

(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 72
Continues toward Leyte Gulf 72

(c) Submarine Force SEVENTH Fleet 73-92
(1) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 73-92

Comments made Volume I concerning inadequacy submarine
deployment still arply 73

Locates his submarines on D-day (War Diary) 73-74
Actual location submarines 74-75
Reason for differences 75
Wolfpack operations differ from those of T? 17 '75
Reasons therefor 75
Issues certain information and instructions 75
Learns COBIA reports for duty, BARBM delayed 75-76
Prescribes technical remedial measures regarding dangerous

concentration hydrogen vith Mark 18 torpedoes 76
Issues certain submarines information and instructions 76
Matter to be contained in request for lifeguards 76-77
Advises CTF 17 of patrol orders BARBL 77
Advises CTG 30.1 expected positions his submarines 0900

following mornging 7l
Learns BLURGILL expended torpedoes 77
Issues information ard instructions certain submarirvs 78
Gkiding factors for discussing subnarine operations- 78-79
(1) Effective average contact ranges of submarinee 79
(2) Basic instructions to submarines issued by dispatch 79-80
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October 20th

(W) BREAM and GUITARRO 80-1
Background material 80
(1) BREAM 80-81
(2) GUITARRO 8l

Makes contact of doubtful character 81
(b) ROCK and BERQkL 81-82

(1) FEMLL 8182
For reasons unkmnow, departs patrol line

heads for area south of Saigon 82
(2) ROCK 82

Likewise departs patrol line and heads for
area south of Saigon 82

(c) 13LUJGILL and ANG:LER 82-83
Operate as a coordinated attack group 82
(1) EnLEGILL 83

Expands four remaining torpedoes at two
cargo ships - misses 83

(2) AN•LER 83
(d) DACE and DARTER 83-85

Operate as a coordinated attack group 83-84
Background material 84
Present location subwarines incorrect; discussion

thereon 84
(1) DARTER 85

Contacts two destroyers unable close 85
(2) DACE 85

Attempts intercept DAR R's contact but fails 85
(e) HAMMERHEAD 85-87

Successfully attacks convoy - sinks two cargo ships 85
Clears area leaving SW approaches open 86
Discussion thereon 86
Enemy reaction HAM4EBHAD's attack 87

(f) TANTIVT 87-88
(g) STOIC 88
(h) C.URARD 88

Enroute uine area vicinity Point Data. 88
(i) BATFISH 88-89

Unsuccessfully attacks "Q" ship with seven
torpedoes and deck gun 88-89

(,I) STOmO $9
Arrives in patrol area (G0lf of Boei) 89

(k) TANTALUS 89
(1) MUSKALLUNGS 89
(m) GRO~WLE, HAKE anid HARDHEAD 89-90

Unite proceed independently to patrol area A-4 89-90
HARDHKAJD remains Fremantle 90

(n) RATON 90
•() IAfegua& Submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON, PADDLE) 90-91

S•(1) BONEFISH 90

CompleteB lifeguard duty and patrol; departs
for Pearl Harbor 90

(2) GOD 90-91
t Completes lifeRuard duties; heads for regular

patrol station 90-91
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(3) F 5 it. October 20th 91

Completes lifeguard duty, departs for Fremantle 91
(4) PADDLL 91

Rzwains en patrol with additionsa lifeguard duties
as diracted 91

(p) &-xbmarineo Hatirlrh from the area (BAYA, CAVALLA, HOE,
SEA XvER, SPrFIJUL, T1IDUACUS, SmaRDY anM
MZWRD VISCH) 91-92

(2) Operations of (tF 72 (2bumrd.nes. ast Australia)
(vwirraus, NARWHAL and CGMO) 92

Or: special. miettions, therefore Lvitted f-omm analysis 92
(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 92-97

Ar(•ives Leyte Gulf in NAHVIlLE 92

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 92-94
faectivez directive verify by photos, contact PFrr Pare Bay 92
Assigns taskb to:
(1) C.G. FIFTH Boiber Command 92-93
(2) Coemmand3ing Officer 310th Bombardment Wing 93
(3) Conmarwadlr Officer ?INrfY-FIRST Photo Reconnaissance Wing 93
(4) CTG '73.4 Goucndear Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN) 93-94

Discussion use unusual woads in directives 94
Tasks insigned were carroied out 94

(b) Operaticnr of CTF 73 (Nrz'al Air Force, SEVENTH Fleet) 95-97
Proceeds toward Morvtai in CURRIeTr'? 95
Mdinxtains administrative control 95
Contintes rrztfre missions 95
Planes en search missions attack eneaz" aircraft contrary

to basic instructions 95-96
Discussion thereon 96-97

(B) i4t:ations of CPN4GAG-CINCPOA 98-138
Sstimates Japanese ships oarz..I;ional and their distribution 98
Actu&t cmpcsiti on and ci s.tbution 98
0.) Western Pacifit. Task Forces 98-119

(a) Operations of OOMTHIRDPIT 98-119
Frovxdas support end cover for Leyte lawxings 98
Rdceives contact report from CTOKAV(h-PCHINA 99
Weather conditions favorable 99
Receives centact report, from CTF 17 99
Leavns South Chtna Se& air searches curtailed 99
Ler.nia above b9arches will be maintained until ",'MSOWESPAC

consider them. no longer necessary r00
Feel-s (= 38.1 would comply with ThF 771. request for

fighter sweeps 100
Aavises conewind three enerw subaarirnes auproaching TG 30.3

from the ncrth 100
Directs Crj, 30.3 detaeh COXTWVS and GRAYSON•00 IO-lOl
Feels TG 30.3 relatively secure enemuv air, mxrface attacks 10].
"Learns dusk CAP requested of C-03 38.1 by CTF 77 101
Receives reo, e5t from CTF 77 "tain one fast -arrier group

objectivo arxa after b-day 101
Learn.s %rom ladar MaIn For.ce plarming wrtle 19th or 20th 101
SReplits to GTF 'T71, requests above 101
Dihcussion thereon 1.02
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October 20th

..irects CTF 38 neutralize eneoy air activity central Philippine, 102
Learns South China Sea air searches continued 103
Suggests CTF 38 make small sweep against Coron Bay 103
Learns FITERON EIGHT suffering from combat fatigue 103
Discussion thereon 103-104
Receives contact report on two destroyers .u.

Learne pl-tes CTG 30.5 directed cover TG 30.3 104
Notifies CTG 30.9 concerning CANBErrA and HOUSTON emergency

repairs 104
Receives recoumendation from CTF 38 for FITRON EIGHT'a relief 105
Receives contact report on two destroyers 105
Directs CTG 38.1 delay transferring MARSHALL to uTC 38.2 105
Directs CTG 38.4 delay transferring BILOXI to CTG 38.2 105
Learns 184 operational aircraft two southern Formosa airfields 105
Learns 0WQ SOWESPAC Advance Echelon established Leyte 1200 105-106
Amplifies previous operation orders for employment TF 38

October 21st, issues orders for October 22nd 106
Discussion of orders for October 22nd 106-107
Fails order air searches over northern Luson 107
Discussion thereon 107-108
Learns air searches from Kossol Passage, Tinian negative 10o
Receives report Leyte operations from CTF 77 108
Pleased by report lack enenm air activity 108
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 109-117

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1, CTG 38.4 (Fast Carrier Groups) 109-113
Proceeding position launch pre-landing hour air strikes 109
Composition TG 38.1 and TG 38.4 109
Learns CCtTHIRDFLT's intentions concerning changes in

coR4lements of aircraft for "near future operations" 109
Arrive on station and launch air strikes 110
Weather conditions ideal 110-IlU
Discussion fighter sweeps and strikes i1n
Discussion congestion in air over objective area 111-112
Receives request for additional fighter sweepc.

from CTF 77 112
CTG 38.4 directs McCALL to rejoin 1-12
Maintain cover over forces 112
Enenmy air activity encounteredd 112-113
Total aircraft losses 'l VF, 1 VB) 113
Set course for Point MICK fuel 113
Receive instr:ctions to delay transferring

MARSHALL and BILOXI 113
(b) Operations of CTG 38.2, CTG 38.3 (Fast Carrier Groups) 113-117

Proceed independent]y to rendezvous Point READY 113
Learns intended changes complement aireraft in

carriers for near future operations 113
Weather conditions undesirable for flytng 114
CABOT, 5TEPHEN POTTER, MILLER and THE SMLLIVANS

rejoin TG 38.2 114
CTG 38.2 receives report from BUNKER HILL FITERON 4IiT

suffering from combat fatigue, and forwerds report to
CTF 38 and (XJMTHIROF[,T with recommewndations 1,14

Discujsion thereon 114-115
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Effect rendezvous on schedule 115
Composition TG's 38.2 and 38.3 n6
CTG 38.3 conducts searches as ordered i16
Searches negative as regards eneaky forces but

contacted four submarines 116
Each group maintains local patrols 116
Aircraft losses (1 VT) 116
Encounters no eneny activity 116
Proceeds to following day launching v-sition 117

(2) Operations of CTC 30.3 (Salvage Group) 117-118
Continues toward Ulithi 117
Augmented by Hunter-Killer Group (CTG 30.7) 117

* Detaches CABOT, THE SULLIVANS, STEPHEN POTTER, and MILLER
* to CTG 38.2 117

TREVER and WATCH HILL Joined 117
NICHOLSON reports to escort WICHITA 117
ZUNI joins 118
Learns possibility three enemy submarines approaching

from the north U8
ATR 50 and CHARRETTE join 118
Detaches WICHITA, NICHOLSON to TG 38.4, UOWPENS and

CHARRETTE join 118
Present composition of TG 30.3 118
Maintains CAP during the day 118
Est1ztes arrival Ulithi October 27th or 28th 118
Droppud from discussion 118

(3) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 119

Conducts routine air searches 119

Results uniformly negative 119
Implements prior orders to provide antisubmarine

protection for TG 30.3 119
Receives report searches from Tinian negative 119
Receives report searches from Kossol Passage negative 119

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 120-138
Method of discussing these submarines 120
Submarine disposition inadequate to provide adequate intelligenca 120-121
Discussion thereon 120-121
Sends CONVOY COLLEGE submarine contact report some 300 miles

distant from them 121
Discussion thereon 121-122
Receives dispatches and issues instructions 122-125
,mmary of day's operations - unfruitful 125

Rotation of sub~mrines in patrol areas 125-126
(a) CUNVOY COLLEGE 126-129

Background in2oonmati on 126
Receives contact report from CTF 17 with orders to "smack them" 126
Composition of submarines in the area 126
(1) SAWFISH, ICUISH, DRUM 126-127

(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEA•DiGON 127-128
(3) SNOOK and COBIA 128

OWBIA receives order, to report to CTF 71 128
SNOOK requests extension of patrol 128
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(4) PARCHE and SALFSH 12E-129
Proceeds toward Saipan 128
Reports ETA Saipan; namea rescued airmen on board 128-129
Dropped from further discussion 129

(5) BACKFIN 129
Transiting area to report to CTF 71 129

(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa (TANW) 129-130
Proceeds to intercept eneW task force 129
Source of contact report not known 129
Action seums sound 130
Contacts eam force 130

Wc) Northeast Coast of Fc mosa 130-131
Operating as a reduceu w1fpack 130
(1) SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER 130-131

Operating off Kiirun hoping to contact task force 130
(2) SALMN 131

Proceeding to renaezvous with BARBEL 131

(3) WHALE and SEMoRSE 131
Proceeding independently an route Midway 131
Dropped from discussion 131

(d) MARU MOBGE (SKATE SAUlR, HuRRFISH, STEMMET, SEA DOG,
BARBEL, BILLFISHS 131-133

Patrol areas assigned 131
STERLET attacks a smail ship unsuccessfully 132
HARR& ordered rendezvous with SALMM, proceed Saipan fuel 132
BARBEL learns COBIA routing to Fremantle 132
BILLFISH stands by to relieve SKATE 133

(e) Nagasaki .- Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH) 133-138
PERCH en route Danjo Gwuito; CROAKER en route Korea 133
Discussion of their movements 133-134
Discussion fact Commanding Officer CROAKER failed to assume

command of volfpack in absence of orders 134
(f) HIT PARADE 135-137

(1) The Approaches to Bungo Stido and Kii Suido 135-137
Background information 135
(a) HESUGO and KONQUIL 135-136

Operating as reduced wolfpack 135
Learns GABILAN detached to patrol KiU Suido 136
Wolfpack commander knows eastern approaches

Ekngo Suido entirely open 136
Unknown to these submarines the Main Force sortied

at 1735 passing close to Okinoshime 136
Learns of Allied landing at Leyte 136

(b) GABIIAN 136-137
Contimnes toward Kii Suido 136-137
Decides best positions to patrol and chooses first

Muroto Saki 137
(2) The Approaches to Tokyo Bay (GREENLING, TAMBOR) 137-138

TAMBOR heads for new patrol station 137
Discussion thereon 137-138
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(C) China - Burma - India Theater 138-140
(1) Oporations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force 138-140

Ciutails search operations due weather, temporary fuel shortage 138
Advises senior commanders search difficulties, flight cancellations 138
Discussiun thereon ]38-139
Several contacts made by search planes 139
Learns CINCPOA desires searches continued until COMSOWESPAC

no longer desires them 139
Reestimates situation, decides continue searches 139
Advises his seniors full searches will be made 139
Day searches make no important contacts 139
Night search planes make three contacts 139-140
Evaluates contacts received during the day 140

HHAPt. 1 .-. JAPANESE OPERATIONS, October 20th 141-247

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet 141-242
Rezains Onm~ra due weather conditions 141
Learns detailed employment Mobile Fcrce 141
Considers employment of Second Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and

DESRON ONE) in support First Striking Force or Main Force 141-142
Directs Commander SW Area Force have Second Striking Force carry out

counter-landing operations 142
Learns planned move 330 planes to Philippines 142
Likely learns Allied landing Leyte Gulf will occur presently 142
Knows Allies will have five days to establish beachhead 142-143
Learns of Allied air strikes central Philippines 143
Departs Omura for Hiyoshi 143-144
Learns army has now decided defend Leyte vith maximum ground forcen 144
Discussion events leading this change of view 144-145
Japanese histories give reasons which are not believed to have been

the motivating ones 144-145
Correct reasons 145-148
This decision defend Leyte not satisfactory to C.G. FOURTEENTH Area

Army eho argues strongly against it 148
Discussion thereon 148-149
CofS Combined Fleet issues long oelayed over-all plan 150
Discussion principal variations this plan from basic SHO One Plan 150-153
Discussion soundness this plan 153-157
Discussion similar situation (Allied) in 1942 157
CofS directs Commander SECOND Striking Force consult Commmander SIXTH

Base Air Force regarding assignimnt destroyers 157-158
In so doing bypasses immediate superior in comand 158
CofS requests CoVS FIRST Striking Force enforce vigilance against

large neri aircraft Brunei 158
CofS advises all commands expect attacks by Allied fighter aircraft

in unexpected areas 158
Analysis incorrect 159
Reasons for erroneous concept :159
Learns Main Force sortie plane 159
F•acts relating thereto 159-160
CofS Combined Fleet issues orders redeploy oubmarines to dispersed

stations off Leyte if no contact with enemy is made 160
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CofS has advised Coxmander FIRST Striking Force that staff Combined
Fleet Headquarters has concluded it preferable penetrate enemy
anchorage in two groups 160

Original dispatch not available 160
Diopatch released with approval of CinC doubtful 1.60-161
Why this dispatch sent this time, in this manner not understood;

discussion thereon 161-163
Advises Coemmnders SIXTH, SEVENTH Base Air Forces certain air

patrols no longer required 163
Arrives at Hiyoshi at 1145 163
Receives additional reports on enemy including eneoy landings Tacloban 163-164
Receives dispatches failed to receive en route 164
Rcceives otheir cowi:-get reports notably report on strong Allied Forces

in Leyte Gulf 164-165
Kay have learned FIRST Striking Force arrived Brunei 165
Studios rwvnng cs*Amata 165
Receives contact rtsort. on t'-o carriers etc., off Leyte Gulf 165
Learns SECOKP Striking Force arrived Mako 165
During afternoon receives numerous dispatches 166
Neview- tasks assigned in DesOpOrd No. 363 166
CofS advices CofS Main Force that CARDIV FOUVI and DESDIV' s FORTT-ONE,

SIXTY-09"J nudg.t ba detached 166
This order not clear 166-167
Learns Main Force had sortied Inland Sea as echedul.d 167
Learns SW Arma Force advises Commander SECOND Striking Force confer

with FWURTKbVTH Area Araq relative counter-attack operations 167
Learns SECOND Striking Force to move as ordered by its Commander 167
nllli afternoon receives int lligence information 168-169

Discussion thereon 169
Receives contact report on large &IAi-d forces in Leyte Gulf 169
Learns plan for Main Force to provide *lure" 169-170
Receives contact report on strong surface forces in Leyte G•If 170
May have beau p~r4 nf an army report 170
Advises Combined Fleet composition enemy force which attacked Formosa

furnished by "POW" interrogation 170
Discussion of accuracy of information 170-172
Delay in releasing information not explained 171
Importance of this information 172
Assigns two oilers to Main Force 172

Takes direct comnand of FIRST Striking Force 172
obile Force considered dissolved 172

Discussion thereon 173
Learns Main Force sortied from Bungo Suido 173
SLetrn w Commander StoND StrikinF Force directed COMCRUDIV SIXTEM

J |to *Am* reinforcements to Leyte 173
L-v%7is CofS SECOND Striking Fores's opinions for employment that

force 174
Revises CH})1V SZ•:EFW troop carryring data 174
Learns C(RUDIV TWMTT-ONE, DMAG" W.E sortie Mako following morning 174
Learns CinC Southern Ar-T desires SECOND 5i.rii*.rg Force transport

SIXTT-F.IGHTH Brigade 174-175
Learns submarine deployment 175
Learns enemy have landed at two potntb on Leyte; on Panaon, Dinagat

and Homonhon Islands 175
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Learns G•ouander SW Area Force disapproved employing SECOKD Striking
Force for transferring SIITY-EI(JTH Brigade 175-176

Discussion of marked divergence of opinion concerning employment of
the SECOND Striking Force 176

Likely confers with Imperial General Headquarters in order obtain early
decision employ these naval forces in penetration operations 176-177

Discussion thereon 177
Receives congratulatory message from Minister of the Navy and Chief

of the Naval General Staff 177
(1) Operations of (oeander Mobile Force 178-182

In ZUI3AKU continues preparations for departure 178
Releases DesOpOrd No. 62 (Movement Plan) 178
Discussion of possible employment of SECOND Striking Force

in this plan 178-179
During forenoon receives most reports received by CinC 179
Issues instructions regarding radio deception 179
Composition of force and routing instructions 160
Track well chosen 180
Changes route after sortie due to later submarine information 180
Cautioned concering Allied fighter planes 180-181
Learns CinC has returned to Hiyoshi 181
Advises CinC that the Main Force has sortied Inland Sea 181
Receives CinC's long delayed over-all plan for penetration operation 181
Discussion thereon 181-182
Receives CofS Combined Fleet' s suggestion to consider double

penetration 182
- Likely knew of ships in Leyte (;,If 182

Advises CinC Combined Fleet ma, -,- necessary to use radio deception
to "lure" enemy 182

Mobile Force dropped from further discussion 182
(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force 182-195

Approaches Brunei Bay under radio silence 182
Oilers not scheduled to arrive until following day 183
CRJDIV SIXTEKN assigned Cotmandar SECOND Striking Force 183
Learns of torpedo attack by enemy submarine on [Igo W4ru convoy 183
Has every reason expect submarine action 183-184
Presents serious situation 184
Concerned over safety Brunei Fueling Group 184-185
Considers possibility detaching screening force 184
Estimates the situation 184-185
Decides retain screening forces intact 185
Learns of second enany submarine attack on Ugo Naru convoy 185
Estimates convoy would attract enemy submarines and that

this would be helpful to his fueling group 185
Directs hib commanders proceed into Brunei independently 186
Appears to have received contact. report on allied carriers 186
Two destroyers report for duty f-om Manila 186
Receiven wrming that large Allied aircraft may be ope rating

in the vicinity 186-187
Issues fueling plan 187
Discussion expected arrival time of Brunei Fueling Group 18a
Directs reiforcemnt of surface escort for Brwiei Fueling

Group by two destroyers 188
Receives information strong Allied forces in Leyte Gulf 188
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Sets Alert Number Three at Brunei Bay anchorage 188
Fueling of lighter units commnced fron heavy combatant units 188
Directs cruisers provide planes for protection of Brunei Bay

Fueling Group 188
Learns SEOND Strlking Force arrived at Mako 189
Directs complete radio silence while at anchor 189
Publishes morning attack position of enemy submarine which

had attacked Ugo Macu conwy 189
CGCRW•DIV SEVEN directs search of area employing night

radar equipped aircraft 189
Receives CinC's long awited over-all plan for the

penetration operation 189-190
Primary interest in plan lies in delaying X-day to October 25th 190
Receives CofS Combined Fleet's suggestion to consider double

penetration 190
Double penetration contrary to plansorders and studies;

discussion thereon 190-191
Discussion of the idea of the double penetration 191-192
Receives contact reports on Allied forces in objective area

including landing operations 193
Learns certain ships of Main Force might be used to destroy

enemy rem-ants after diversionary operation 193
Learns composition Allied force wich had attacked Formosa 193
Believes these would be principal forces encountered and

that he will be orAnumbered not only in carriers and
battleships but also in the air 193

Learns points at which the enemy has landed 194
Directs fueling of CRUDIV SIXTEEN 194
Learns 1IRST Striking Force has been placad under

operational control of CinC Combined Fleet 194
Presence of large landing boats in BATDIV TWO and NAGATO

not omplained 195
Discussion thereon 195
Ur•its continue fueling during the night 195

(b) Operations of Coander Main Force 195-205
Prepares for departure 195
Type and number of aircraft loaded aboard carriers 195-196
Normal operating complement of planes and pilots 19&-197
Units form at designated rendezvous in Inland Sea 19?
Composition of force 197
Learns planes of 901st Air Group to furnish antisubmarine

protection 197
Assumes radio silence 198
Receives report antisubmarine sweep off Bungo Suido

completed and negative 198
Advises his command of present routing intentions 198
Learns CofS Combined Fleet's tentative plan to detach certain

ships from Main Force to destroy memv remnants off Samar
after diveraionary operations completed 199

Sorties &rngo Suido at which time foru• No. Chne Alert
cruising disposition 199

Discussion thrreon 199-200
Operations Zvaluation Group comment concerning this disposition 200-201
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Issues instructions for following dy air operations 201-202
Receives several contact reports enemy submarines- all false 202
Learns FIRST Striking Force placed wider comnmad CinC

Combined Fleet 202
Now left with sole responsibility of the Main Force 202
Learns points at. which the Allies had landed 203
Forced to change course to the eastward due contacts on enemy

submarines, informs his comand of planned route 203
Discussion thereon 203
Has every reason to expect to encounter Allied submarines

off Bwigo Suido - actually was undetected because Allied
submarines had moved away; Discussion thereon 203-204

Correctly continues to operate as if sortie undetected 204
Receives numerous sight and other contact reports 204
Discussion of weight given to reported composition of TF 38 204-205

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 205-208
One additional submarine (RO 41) departs Inland Sea 205
Composition of "A" and "B" submrine groups 205
Receives order to redeploy entire strength if "A" group

submarines unable to contact enemy 205
Estimates situation and redeploys his submarines 205-206
Guiding factors regarding effectiveness of Japanese

subearine operations 206-207
Discussion of the deployment - inadequate 207-208
RO-109 and RD-112, report for duty but neither ready for sea 208

(3) Operations of Commader SIXTH Base Air Force 209-217
At headquarters at Takao 209
Chief of Staff issues essentials of attack organisation 209
Learns night searches negative 209
Amits results of morning searches 209
Learns Allies landing in central Philippines new date for penetra-

tion operation (October 25th) and CinC's plan for all out
offensive against Allied carriers by SIXTH Base Air Force 209

New plan delays X-day twenty-four hours 210
Issues orders organising units to be deployed to the Philippines 210
Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force ordered report to him

regarding assignment destroyers for mvement of personnel
and equipment to the Philippines 210

Learns movement plan of Main Force 210-211
Discusbion of di.epatches received 211
Learns caution advisod due aircraft being attacked unexpected areas 211
Learns friendly submarines nay be redeployed 211-212
Important know where friendly submarines will be operating 212
Learns SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces relieved of

reeponsibility for certain patrols 212
Learns of Allied air attacks in Philippines 212
Learns morning searches negative 212
Learns CinC Combtned Fleet has returned Hiyoshi 212
Receives reports of Allied lsndings and siotings thereon 212
Holds coordinated conference in preparation sovement Philippines 213
Discussion thereon 213
Issues orders connection with his movement to the Philippines 213-214
Receives additional "T" Force units 214
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Could see he was being provided with maxinmm forces available 214
Learns Main Force has sortied 214
Orders search and attack operations for next day 214-215
Learns of CoeS Combined Fleet' s suggestion for double

penetration by FIRST Striking Force 215
CofS publishes air attack plan against enemy task force east

of Lamon Bay during night of October 22nd 215-216
Precise meaning of dispatch not clear 216
Receives contact report and RDF contacts 216
His Senior Staff Officer arrives at Manila for operational

conference with staff of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 216
CofS requests three destroyers proceed Takao 216-217
Probably knew that Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, had relieved

Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 217
Aware that night flying beats had departed on search 217

(4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force 217-225
Remains at Manila headquarters 217
Knows Allied landing about to occur 217
Receives SIXTH Base Air Force (330 planes) attaci organization 217
Directed order SECOND Striking Force expedite counterlanding

operations 217-218
Orders local defense forces prepare execute "U" operation 218
Awaits reports from his reconnaissance planes 218
Learns of Allied landings at Tacloban 218
Learns FIRST Striking Force alerted against large eneay aircraft

while at Brunei 218
Learns all coniandern alerted against enemy fighters 2J 9
As Commander Philippine Force prepares move reinforcements Leyte 219
Learns Commander Main Force's sortie plan 2-19
Directs transfer of five carrier attack planes and crews to

an active air group 219
Discussion thereon 219-220
Receives reports from Leyte area of enemy action 220
Discussion limited surface forces available to counterlanding 220
Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 220
Continues consultation with the Army 220-221
Directs Cosander SECORD Striking Force confer with Conuander

FOURTKEE"M Area. Army 2l
Receives Combined Fleet's over-all plan for penetration which

establishes X-day as October 25th 221
Discussion of the plan 222
Learns of double penetration suggestion 222
Learns of assignment of three destroyers to SIXTH base Air

Force for escort. duty 222
Cancels preparations for "U" operations 222
Learns of orders iassAed to X1MCRUDIV SIXTk2N 222
Learns FIRST Striking Force placed under direct conr•,•dr of

CInC Comhined Kleet 213
Leai--s recomnendations by (ofS SECOND Striking Foxce concerning

for)Ioyment that force 223
Learns landing craft, in criimern and loadin,- details from

CX)M CRUDIV SIXTEEN 223
Should have learned SECOND Striking Force planned sortie 0700

on fnllowinp' day and head south 23
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CofS informs Commander SECOND Striking Force that CinC Southern
ArW• desires he be made available transport SIXTY-EIGOTH
Brigade 223

Refers question of employment SECOND Striking Force to
Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) 224

Knows Vice Admiral Onishl has relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka
as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 224

Estimates the situatimi as of midnight 224-225
Holds operational conference at his headquarters with Conmwader

FIFTH Base Air Force and others 225
(a) Operations of Conmander SECOND Striking Force 225-233

Composition of force 225
Learns CofS Southwest Area Force has no objection to employing

"him in support FIRST Striking Force or Main Force 226
Learns Luzon Strait Force to provide A/S patrol for him 226
Intercepts dispatch to Cownander SW Area Force to order SECOND

Striking Force to conduct counterlanding operations 226
Arrives at Mako, has CAP at anchor 226
Ordered to provide one to three destroyers to escort convoy

transporting SIXTH Base Air Force ground personnel and
material to Philippines 226

Assigns three destroyers of DESDIV TWENTY-ONE 226
Begins fueling from oiler 227
Learns friendly submarines way be redeployed 227
Breaks radio silence and publishes sortie time 227
Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 227
Learns tasks prescribed of fleet forces during forthcoming

decisive battle 227-228
Advised to confer directly with FORrEiTH Area AM 228
Discussion thereon 228-229
Receives dispatch cancelling existing orders and placing him

in control of the naval forces in counterattack operations 229
Directs CCMCRUDIV SIXTEIN to consult with the aray 229
His CofS informs Commnder SW Area Force of his desire to

be employed in the penetration operdtions 229-230
Learns of double penetration suggestion 230
Publishes sortie plan 230-231
Destination not clear 231
Learns troop and supply capacity of ChUDIV SIXTEEN 231
Learn, FIRST Striking Force now under direct comband CinC

Combined Fleet. 231
CofS issues plans to be effective if ordered to take part

in penetration operations 231
Discursion thereon 231-232
Learn- arW desires use his force 232
Learns Comnander SW Area Force disapproves this requested use 232
Decides to await further information before sortieing 232-233
Cancels proJe-tod sortie 233
Discuss .on thereon 233

(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 234-242
Remains at Manila headquarters 234
Rstivates the situation , 234
Final de,.ision not known, but curtails general searches 2,34
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Reasons on which decision was babed 234-235
Receives SIXTH Bass Air Force attack organization (330 planes) 235
Learns FOURTH Air Army has launched twenty fighters against

ahipping in Leyte Gulf 235
Orders two plane attack against eneWy in Gulf 235-236
May have ordered three fighter bombers attack TU 77.4.1

which damaged SANGAMON 236
Receives GinC' a order for the decisive battle 236
Receives contact reports on two carrier givups 237
Issues orders to incorporate the "S" Attack Unit in 201st Unit 237
Discussion thereon 237
Learns FIRST Striking Force alerted against large eneny

aircraft while at Brunei 237-238
Learns all commands alerted to surprise by enomy Zighters 238
Receives orders transferring aircraft and crews 238
Learns operational strength of the 9IXTH and SEVENTH Base

Air Forces to be deployed south 238
Learns of Allied operations in the Philippines 239
Learns CinG has returned to Hiyoshi 239
Receives contact reports 239
Learns two plane attack completed, one plane lost 239-240
One plane may have torpedoed IHON(OULU 240
Learns air groups shifted 240
Holds conference with Senior Staff Officer from SIXTh Base

Air Force concerning movement to the Philippines 240
Relieved by Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN 241
Learns of double penetration suggestion 241
Attends additional conference at Coammnder SW Area Forie Hdqtrs 241
Forms Kamikaze Special Attack Corps 241-242
Learns uwits of 'IS" Attack Unit dissolved this date and

placed under his coumnd 2,42
Aircraft lost (7) aircraft remaining (33) operational 242

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 243-247
Remains at Manila Headquartsrs 2)43
Considered to have been aware of most important naval developments 243
Has fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available 243
Appears to have curtailed short range searches 243
Aware SECOND Air Division launched attack against eneW• ships in Gulf 243
Discussion extraordinary measures necessary muster attack twenty planes 243-244
RPceives report enemy landing at Tacloban 244/
Receives contact reports 244
Receives CinC's over-aoi plan 244
Incomplete records do not contain orders issued by comimand this day 244
However do contain Preliminary Plan of Operations for Philippine,3

Decisive Battle 244-245
Essentials this plan 245
Learns results of dawn air attack - report in error 245-246
Reports Philippines attacked by 310 planes 246
Receives contact reports 246
Rcceives intelligence estimate encmW landing forces, consist of

about three divisions supported by eighteen carriers, twelve
battleships and thirty to forty cruisers 246

Prepares hW a plan for the decisive battle 247
Aircraft losses for the day (few) 247
Recetwis aOditional planes, has remaining 75 operational planes 247
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CMR III ALLIED O&FAIONS, October 21st 248-371

(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC 248-337
Remains aboard NASHVILLE 248
Learns planned employment of fast carrier task groups for D+I and

D+2 days 248
Receives congratulatory message from President of the United States 248
Discussion of planned employment of fast carrier task groups 248
Learns enemy plane had crashed AUSTRALIA 249
Replies to the Presidents' message 249
With members of staff goes ashore and addresses the people of the

Philippines for the second time 249
Interested in completion of Tacloban Airdrome 249-250
Discussion thereon 250
Returns aboard flagship and reviews day's dispatches 250
Discussion of necessity for accurate contact reports 250-251
Learns progress of minesweeping especially as regards Area SW1E 251
Learns (OMTHIRDFLT's request additional destroyers operation HOTFOOT 251
In flagship retires for the night 252
Makes second response to the President's message 252
Learns COMTHIRDFLT not to provide dusk fighter protection as

requested by CTF 77 252
Receives COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch requesting early advise withdrawal

of transports and vulnerable shipping 252
Discussion thereon 252-253
Learns (OMSEVENTHFLT reauestIng aircraft observation Coron Bay anchorage 253
Learns CTF 77 had decided retire damaged HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA 253
Reports progress of landing to CCIINCH 253-254
Receives contact report on carrier force in Formosa Strait 254
Drafts reply to CO00rHIRDFLT calling for that commander to provide

full cover and support Ley-te operation 254
Owing to radio silence not transmitted until following day 254
Discussion thereon 254-255
Receives request for opinion f-om COMTHIRDFLT concerning earliest

safe route to the South China Sea 255
Discussion thereon 255-256
Discussion of widely differing opinions between COMTHIRDFLT and

COMSC9dESPAC regarding employment fast carrier task forces 256
Receives report COMTHIRDFLT's air strikes against Luzon &nd Visayas 256
Receives vwr; favorable report of landing progress from CTF 77 256-257
Receives additional congratulatory dispatches 257
(1) Operations of Cormmander SEY4ENTH Fleet 257-331

In flagship returns to objective area off beaches 257
Ponders over reply to tX)MTHIRDFLT's request for aircraft targets

and coordination with other aircraft operations 257
Discussion thereon 257-258
Headquarters publishes favorable intelligence summary 258
Headquarters receives contact report enemy forces Celebes Sea 258
Receives intelligence on Japanese oilers being dispatched Conih Bay 259
Discussion Coron Bay 259
Requests CýG. FIFTH Ai- Force keep Comon Bay tuidter aix- observation 259
Discussion thereon 259
Not tware COVTHIRDFLT already haunched strike Coron Bay - negative 259-26h
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Headquarters (Hollandia) advises CTF 78 no oilers at Kossol Roads 260
Headquarters publishes contact report tw light cruisers Sibuyan Sea 260
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 260-311

In flhgsaip operating in night retirement area 260
Interested in operations ashore 260-261
Anxious to expedite unloading 261
Requests CTG 77.4 to make fighter swmeps of western Visayas

and northern Mindanao 261
Discussion thereon 261
Learns planned employment of fast carrier task groups which

makes no provision for one fast carrier group at objective
area after D-day 262

Learns enemy plane has crashed into AUSTRALIA 262
Observes unloading operations in Southern Transport Area 262
Discussion advisability retiring damaged cruisers (HONOLULU

and AUSTRALIA) 263
Orders CTG 77.4 to provide target CAP -ver objective area

at daybreak 264
Orders damaged cruisers retire 264
CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) enters Gulf reports for duty 264
Receives recommendation from CTG 77.4 conduct air sweeps over

Cebu, Negros and northern Mindanao 264
Receives minesweeptng report, traffic routing information 265
Receives report from CTF 79 giving Allied situation 265-266
Requests CTF 38 furnish fighter protection this day and D+2 266
Advises other commands that no change in operating plan

for Motor Torpedo Boats necessary 266
Discussion of delegation of responsibility 267
Learns CTF 79 concerned regarding seriously reduced

bombardment annunition 267
Issues instructions placing into effect Harbor Defense Plan ONE 267-268
Discussion thereon 268
Decides fuel, ammunition replenishment plan unsatisfactory 268
"Advises commands concerned replenishment group would be

available inside the Gulf on D+.) day and establishes
priority for replenishment 269

IY~scussion regarding moving replenishment group inside Gul. 269
Learns from CT? 79 that close support requirements of

aircraft could be reduced 269
In flagship retires eastern Leyte Gulf for night 269
Concerned over CTF 38's inability provide special dusk CAP 270
Sends summary day's operations to CO)MSOWFESPAC 270
Weather conditions throughout day 271
Receives contact reports on enemy combatant forces 271
Discussion these contacts including receipt possible third report 271-272
Learns C.G. TENTH Corps assumed comnand ashore 272
Learns echelon L-1 had departed Leyte Gulf 272
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's request concerning operations South

Chir-a Sea 272
Intercopte CTF 79's approval of CTU 77.2.2's fueling plan 27t2-273
Receives report (XC4MIRDFLT's air strike results against

Visayas and Gornn Ray, 273
Reviews the day's events with satisfaction 273
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(A*) Operations of CTM 78 (Northern Attack Force) 274-284
Remainu anchored off M Beach 274
14T's continue encounter unloading difficulties 274
Resons for delay 274
Cbservee enemy plane crash into AUSTRALIA 274
Learns pontoon causeways in place at RED Beach Z/4-275
DMocussion necessity having pontoon caaseways and barges

under control amphibious force commander 275

Holds u=loaded LST's until nightfall before sailing 275
Iearns CTF 77 has decided retire damaged cruisers 275
Orders unloading ships including nineteen I T' s form

and depart 1800 275-276
Learns C.G. TENT.H Corp, has assumed command ashore 276
Units remaining lo'te Gulf 276
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 276
Notes this plan does not change his defensive measures

now In effect 276-477
Informs CTF "7 that C.G. TENTH Corps has assuned

coomand ashore 277
Requestsinformation Half Moon relating to Navy search

Catalinas 277
Receives CTG '78.3's departure report 277
Laarns replenishment to arrive Gulf D+3 day 277
Remains at anchor while unloading oontinu4d 277
(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 27& ?79

Three large ships, eleven LST's still require unloadi~ng 278
Cnncerned delay employing pontoon causeways 278
Unloading at RED Beach remains slow in part because

enemy fire 278
Has one large ship and eight LST's remaining unload 278-279
Scheduled receive part Reinforcement Group ONE next day 279

(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 279-280
Remains anchored off WHITE Beach 279
Completed unloading L,%Ts 279
Directs LCI's patrol San Juanico Strait 279
Notes his thirteen LST's were departing 279
Has two s'&ips remaining unload 279-280
R~eceives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 2W0
Scheduled to receive supply shipping from Reinforcement

Group ONE next day 280
(c) Operatione of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH)

and MG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 280-283
(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 280-281

Dioiposition of heavy inlps 280
*ST VIRGINIA gromwis causing damage reducing

sust.%ined speed to sixteen knots 281
Learns HONOLULU and AUST.:ALIA retiriii 281
Furnishes call fVres 281
Receives Harbor Ff-e Plan ONX 281
Operates accordonce this plan 281

(2) Operations of CTG 77.3 282-293
At anchor in FS area 2KI
Observes onfzf plane, ziash into AUSTriJA, 282
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Learns damaged cruisers to retire 282
Receives Harbor D)efeave Plan ONE 292
Operates accordance tt-is plan 293

(d) Operutioas of CTG '78.3 (Panawr Attack Group) 283l
Avaito arrival of trwasport st rendezvous ;283
Transports arrive, departa Leyte Gulf 283
Later reports his departure 283
DI Ipe from further discussion 203

We itiparations of CTG'an 76.6 (Reinforcement Group ONE),,
78.7 (Reinforcemant Group TWO)), anid 78.8 (Reinforceimnt
Oroup THREE) 284

(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 and 78.7 294
Continues tow.ard Leyte Gulf 284
Detaches escort carrier group 284
Uejoined by SAN PEDRO 284
Enters Leyte Gulf 284

(2) Operations of ' Mr. 76.8 284
At. 116olandia preparing to depart for Leyte 284

(2) Operations of GTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 285-3a)
Itmiine at anchor as wiloading continues 285
Re~coummends HONOLULU be retired 285
Orders depstroyers lower Surigao Strait return original.

screwning stations 285
Reco~mends destroyers as escorts for damaged cruisers 285
Makes situation report to UM? 77 285

Learnesis CT 7.1hsigtken acriFn retian 285emniinsi
oRectives arepotsplamk uiin unn o 8-

IR-tcsvsqep ry froTT 77. 2.2 reqestmaerfinghtersweposilty for

lsust ,s retirement instructions for unloaded ships 286
Directs destroyers an night screen 286
Learns damaged cruistors to retire 287
Receives information low fuel situation fr,.si GlU 77.2.2 287
Replies to Clii 77.2.2's query concerning responsibility

of assigning FS ships 2-87
Reports 'as concurrence with CTG 77.4's recommendation to

Q~ake fighter sweeps over Visayas and northern Mindianao 2W1
Designates unloaded ships to form for denpaiture 287-2"
Receives comosoition transport and LIST area screen 288
Receives recommendation from CTM 79.2 for constant daylight

air support over Catmon Hill 288
Approves OTU 77.2.2's fueling plan under certaidn -condit'-ont 2188
Receives Harbor flefenst Plan ONJ9 288
Does not change his basic plan 288-299
Concerned over beat 4eteris.o against Japanese 1.ow-flyC-ng planes 289
Directs escort ships w rendezvuous with COM04UDIV WMN 289
Fails receive information replenishment group 2839
Learns 0XOKSOWNSFAC to visit area TWIMf-FOWITH Corps

fo:Lilowing day 281)9
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Directs CTU 77.2.2 comply with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 290
Knows that convoy has departed as previously directed 290
Assault shipping remaining 290
Recommends to CTF 77 oilers be ordered into objective area

and cancels authorization to CTU 779.2G 290
Rceives TiF 77e dispch planeng replenishment soups

would anchor Gulf on D E3 day 291
Undoubtedly kndw C.C.'s SE and NINETY-SIXTH Infantry

DiNtsions had a79umed o omked a shore 291
Learns Dulag airstrip captured by 184th Infantry 291
(a) Operations of CTG 79,1 (Attack Group ABLE) 291-294

In APPALALCIIAN off YELLO3W and VIOLET ,Boaches 291

Navioation off beaches difficult due to sooking periods 291
Learns shore party could handle cargo faster 291
Lands SECOND Battalion SEVENTEENu H Infantry Regiment 291
Observes two low flying p n-mnd planes escape 292
Learns Dulat airfield captured 292
Lear•v friendly plane shot down 292
Directs disembarking of SEVNTH Doeision troops from

STARLIGHT and FELAND 292
Notifies MF 79 of sm~e materiel. shortae 292

i Directs dep.Lring ships transfer smoke materials to ships

remaining 292
0 Discussion thereon 292-es93
Knows C.G. SEVENTH Infantry Division has assumed command

oaiashore 293
Receives instruct ons continue urloading throughout night 293
Detaches witoaded ships to depart with convoy 293
Assault shipping remaining 293
MRdes CwGy report of day t s operations r t3-29r
Rcwiew3 operations with some satisfaction 296

sEnemy reaction nl 294
(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group RAMEn ) 297-298

Remains of7 ORANGE and patErl veaches 294
Receives repoO unloading proceeding rrpidly 294
Obtains permission retain FS ships 29t
Leans unloading dpiatory and drcides inspect beaches 295
Discussion beach conditions found upon personal inspection 295Opens fire. with flagship on Catmon Hill 296

SUnloading coimences moving much faster 296

Sights TG 70.1 entering Glf 196
Resues .G. - xInfantry Division report hour

command assumed ashore n96

Discussion thereon 2,46-2W
Genreral unloading interferrod with by. enemy mortar fire 297
Adviser CTF 79 constant patrol over Catiron "•ill necessary. 297
Receives 18W. unloading report ý97
Releases five unloxied ships to join convoy 297
WAR HAWK anwl TLKNNESSEE collide 298
Unloatding percentage of ships resmaining 298

(c) Operations of 011 77.2.41 (Gonwander Fire Support, Unit SOU•TH) 298-1300
Comp!osition and diapositio• of force 29
Shoots down eneiky plane29
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Decides to clarify understanding CTF 79's operation
plan concerning FS assignments 298-299

Designated destroyers as escort for (CKCRUDIV NINE 299
Learns fuel within command low 299
Receives reply from CTF 79 concerning FS a-signments 299
Learns escorts assigned to departing convoy 299
Reoeives Harbor Defense Plan OWE but awits orders

from CTF 79 300
Learns fueling plan approved by CTF 79 vdth modifications 300
Learns RICHARD P. LEAR! to be returned to him 300
Learns TE2NESSEE and WAR HAWK in collision 300
Receives orders from CTF 79 carry out Harbor Defense

Plan 1 OE 300
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 300-302

During the day operated as -U 77.2.2 300
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 300
Estimates the situation 300-301
Issues orders to CODBATDIV TWO 301
Receives orders from CTF 79 carry out Harbor Defense Plan ONE 301
Completes estimate and issues orders 301
Orders did not include TU 77.2.1 301
Receives FS request from CTF 79 301
Forms cruising disposition off Tay Tay Point 302

(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 302-306
Continues providing air cover and support 302
Conducts routine fighter sweeps 302
Armament for strike missions 302
Weather conditions in operating area 303
Support air strikes damage enemy positions 303
Recommends to CTF 77 that he be authorized make morning and

afternoon sweeps over Visayas and northern Nindanao 303
Receives request from CTF 77 for similar sweeps 303
Ordered by CTF 77 to provide target CAP at daybreak 304
Claims damage to the enemy by air strikes 304
Claims damage to the enemy by target CAP 304
Compilation of enemy air attacks in objective area 304-305
Japanese records of damage sustained 305
Learns CINCPOA desires DESRON FORTY-SEVEN to augment TF 38 305
Discussion thereon 305-306
Total aircraft losses for the day (I VT) 306
Aircraft remaining (287 VF, 169 VT) 306
Withdrawn to night retirement areas 306

(5) Operations of CTF 77,5 (Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group) 306-307
Exploratory sweeps negative 306
Sweep Unit ONE not employed in minesweeping 306
Total mines reported swept (279), actual, mines swept (2S5) 306-307
Summary of minesweeping operations for October 22nd and 23rd;

reported swept (306) actual (302) '307
Dropped from further discussion 307

(6) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats) 308-311
Enters Leyte GCulf 308
Detaches HALF MOON to report to CTG 73.7 308
Anchors off Dio Island 308I xxvii
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Reports to CTF 77 for duty 308
Advises air cemnders of MTE operations 308
Directs ten MThB, deploy to patrol areas 308
Discussion objective assiUgned M1T's 309
Objective as stated in the general plan 309-310
Discussion WM dispotition 310
Reasons tor limiting the number of MTB's on patrol 310
Of ten ordered to patrol only four MTB's took station

as directed 310-311
Discussion MTB comanders changing orders 311
Issues planned disposition for following night 311

(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 312-331
Summary of inform.tion at hand 312
Receives contact reports from his submarines 312
Likely learns BalAbac Strait unguarded 313
Takes no corrective action 313
Discussion of dispatches reporting enomv forces and addressing

certain subiarmes - are they inforration or Orders? 313-314
Commanders who deviated from orders not criticized for so doing 314
Gives tacit approval of his commander's actions 314
Discussion thereon 314
Concerned over failure maintain comditted patrol stations 314-315
Reestimates the situation 315
Issues three dispatches to his submarines 315
Discussion thereon " 315
Concept sound if submarines on station 316
Discussion attainment of mutual understanding 316
Informs his command of contact report on seven ship convoy

off Luson 316
Sends routing instructiona to COBIA6
Learns contacts in Pare Pare Bay unimportant 316
Learns Coron Bay likely be used by important elements

Japanese Fleet 317
Learns unidentified submarine sighted off Fremantle 317
Advises movements friendly submarines Fremantle 317
Receives contact report on combat shipping 318
Receives contact report merchant shipping 318
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO 318-319

Continue toward patrol stations 319
(2) ROCK and BERGALL 319-322

(a) BEGALL 319-32-1
Patrol extended for few days 319
Continues toard sea area south of Saigon 319-320
Discussion ;..F 71's endorsement on BERGALL patrol report 321

(b) ROCK 321-322

Patrol extended for few days 321
Continues toward sea area south of Saigon 321
Returns toward patrol line 321-322

(3) H•LLILL and ANGLER 322-324
(a) BLUKGILL 322

Departs patrol area for Mios Woendi 322
(b) AN4GLER 322-324

Estimates the situation 322-323
Discusaion thereon 323-324
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(4) DACZ and DARTE 324-325
Patrol to terminate at sunset 324
(a) DARTER 324-325

Makes su=ar7 report of patrol 324
Rece±ves news broadcast invasion Philippines 324
Proceeds station west Balabac Strait 324
Ordered remain area few nore days 325

(b) DA,% 325
Pro,,eeds southern Palawan Passage 325
Recaives orderb depcrt area dark on following day 325

(5) HAMMRHAD 326
Operating off Luconia Shoals 326
Eneay forces enter and depart Brunei Bay unobserved 326
Receives orders return Fromantle 326

(6) TANTIVY 326-327
(7) STOIC 327

Patrolling Java Sea uneventfully 327
Dropped from further discussion 3Z7

(8) G•URAD 327-328
Proceeding area Point Datoe 327
Basic orders to mine and then patrol 327
Sights smoke and gives chase 327
Discussion thereon 327-328

(9) BATFISH 328
(10) STOlE 328

Patrolling approaches Gulf of Boni 328
Dropped from further discussion 328

(11) Submarines south of WEI Barrier (TANTALUS, MUSKALLUNGE,
GRCLER, HAKE, HARDHEAD, GUNNEL) 329

Dropped from further discussion until arrival within the
limits of the diagrams 329

(12) BONEFISH 329-330
Receives muting instructions Pearl Harbor or Midway 329

(13 ) COD 330
(14) UAPON 330

Proceeds Fremantle 330
(15) RATON 330-331

Proceeds Mios Woendi 330-331
(16) Lifeguard Submarines (PADDLE) 331

Conducts lifeguard duties on designated days 331
(17) Submarines retiring from the area (BAYA, HOE, SEA ROVER,

SPITEFIL, TELACHUS, STURDY, ZWAARI)VISCH) 331
(2) Operations of CAAF SOV&SPAC 331-337

Remains NASHVILLE 331
With MLSOWESPAC goes ashore for inspection 331
Pleased with progress of readying Tacloban airdrome 331-332
Anxious move fighter group forward 332
Returns aboard flagship 332
Headquarters at Hollandia issues intelligence summry which

indicates did not anticipate Japanese naval reaction in
strength at this time 332

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTi Air Force 333-335
Assigns tasks for this day 333
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(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command 333
(2) Comnanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wixg 333
(3) Comvaning Officer 91st Photo Reconnaissance Wing 333
(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Pleet Air Wing SEVTEEN) 333
Learns results air strikes by own force 334
Japanese action reports say little about these strikes 334
Carries out Search Plan FOX 335
Receives dispatch from CTF 77 relating to M1T operations 335
Receives CCKSEVENTHFLT request keep Coron By under

surveillance 335
(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Fore*) 335-337

In CURRITUCK continues toward Morotai 335
Morotai-based squadrons under control of Commanding Officer

310th Bombardment Wing 335
Breaks radio silence direct CTG 73.4 report all important

sightings to principal commanders 336
Discussion thereon 336
Advises command he and COOAIRSEVENTHFLT would maintsin

radio silence 336-337
(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 337-371

(1) Western Pacific Task Forces 337-355
(a) Operations of CCMTHIRDFLT 337-355

Proceeding vicinity San Bernardino Strait 337
Launches fighter sweep and search 337
Decides retire BUNKER HILL and FITkRON EIGHT 337
Advised by CINCPAC Commander Main Force had probably

sortied the Inland Sea 337
Receives fighter sweep request from CTF 77 337-338
Advises OOKAIRPAC combat fatigue FITERON EI(HT 338
Requests move up Guam carrier aircraft replacements 338
Discussion concerning replacement pilots 338-339
Not sufficiently aware adverse effect sustained combat

operations on pilots and aircraws 339
Advises COT 30.8 of fueling plan 340
Becomes concerned over increasing delay in delivery of

vital dispatch traffic 340
Studies existing strategic situation 340-341
Decides South China 3ea may become critical area 341
Queries COMSOWESPAC as to earliest estimate safe strike

South China Sea 341
Learns of CTF 77's request for aircraft from TG 77.4 341-342
Receives favorable report of landing situation 342
Continues study of present situation 342-343
As a result, requestsearly advice where he could be relieved

from necessity covering transports etc. 343
Discussion of advisability sending dispatches this nature

at this time 343
Intercepts request from CTF 77 requesting uusk CAP 343--l4
Publishes results of air strikes 3J4-345
Japanese information on these strikes meager 345
Learns (oron Bay appears likel,7 be used by important

elements Japanese fleet 345
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Had al•ready this mrning launched strike against this area,
rindenothing important 345-346

Receives contact report on enemy battleship force 346
Ro&ceives contact report on eneW carrier force 346
Receives contact report on enemy submarine 346-';47
Learns much merchant shipping on Tourane-Hong Kong route 347
Discussion of this latter report 347
Receives CTF 77' = mmry report for the day 347
Receives report heavy ohippin Hong Kong 348
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 348-353

(a) Operations of CM 38.1 and CTG 38.4 348-350
Reidezvous with fueling group at Point MICK and

cemences lueling 348
McCALL reJoins TG 38.4 348
Weather conditions undesirable 348
CIHCHJDIV SIX in WICHITA reports to CTG 38.4 349
COWO=S and GRAYSON report to OCT 38.1 349
Fueling complated 349
Receive replacement aircraft and pilots 349
Head west to rendesvous with TO 38.2 349
Maintain air cover during day 349
Composition TG's 38.1 and 38.4 349-350

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2 and CTG 38.3 350-353
Launch air strikes 350
Weather favorable 350
Damage claimed by strikes including Coron Bay 351
Japanese accounts these strikes 351
Claims of shipping damage appear excessive 351-352
CTG 38.2 conducts searches as ordered 352
Maintain air cover over forces 352
Enen air activity in vicinity limited 352-353
Total aircraft losses for the day 05 VF, I VB, 2 VT) 353
CTG 38.2 heads on circuitous rjute toward Point RFAD!

to rendezvous with CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 353
CTM 38.3 heads toward Area MICK to fuel 353

(2) Oparations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 354-355

Continues air searches - all negative 354
Indications are searches not flown to full distaoce 354-355

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 356-369
Knowa landings at Leyte pioceeding on schedule 356
Directs SNOOK to Join SHARK olfpack 356
Discussion effectiveness woIfpack operations 356
Necessity for keeping submarines informed of movements ofSother friendly submarinesl 356-357

Issues routing FONEFISH apparently uaware her earlier request 357

Estm•ates the situation 358
Releases GrU2MIING, TAMBOR from close in patrol Tokyo Bay 358
UDiecussion thereon 358
Assigns lifeguards for strikeik by TWLW¶'TH Air Force 358
Realisee BONWFISM's dispatch had crossed his own 359
Learns ATULU, JALLO, PINTADO to depart Saipan next day 359
Receives contact report on carrier force Formosa Stralt 359
issues routing instructions BARJEL 359
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Receives BARO' a conte.t on enemy submarine 360
Learns HADDOCK, TUNA and HALIBUT had departed Saipan 360
(a) CONVOY COLLE 360-364

Rotate patrol areas 360
(1) SAWISH, ICSFISH, DRM 360-361
(2) SHARK, BLA(Kn SH, SEADRAGON 361-362

Learn* SNCOX to join volfpack 361

SEADRAuON contacts Japanese SECON Striking Force 361-362
BLACKFISH crew ill preaumbly from carbon tetrachloride 362

(3) SNOOK, O0BIA 363-363Operate as reduced volfpack 362
SNOOK ordered to join SHARK wolfpack 362-363
COBIA discontia~se patrol to report to CTF 71 363

(4) MACKFIN 363
Transits Belintang Channel on route report Tfli 71 363

(5) HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA 363-364

Departs Saipan for patrol in Luson Strait area 363-364
(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa (TANG) 364

Probably receives report of carrier force in Formosa Strait 364
(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa (SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON) 365

SALMON en route rendezvous with BARBEL 365
Effects rendezvous, commences return patrol station 365

(d) MAKU MORGUE (SEA DOG, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET,
BILLISH, BARBEL) 365-366

Submarines in area reduced from six to five 365
SKATE terminates patrol and departs area 365-366
BILLFISH occupies area vacated by SKATE 366
BARBEL effects rendezvous with SALMON 366
BARBEL contacts enemy submarine 366
1BAR•'L• dropped from further discussion 366

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH) 367
CROAKER, PERCH receive lifeguard assignments October 25th 367
PERCH receives contact on carrier force Formosa Strait 367

(f) HIT PARADE '167-369
(1) The Approaches to Bno Suido (IESUGO, WOMQUl,) J67-368

Patrol western approaches Bango Suido 367
Japanese suebmarine RO.-46 sorties Bungo Suido undettected 368

(2) The Approaches to Kii Suido (GARILAN) 368
(3) The Approachns to Tokyo Bay (TAMBOR, GREELING) 368-369

TAMBOR sights but unable attack enemy submarine 3 68
Receive change patrol orders 389

(C) China - Burma - India Theater 369-371
(1) Operations of C.G. FOUW1EET Air Force 369-371

Numerous contacts made by search planes 369-370
Discussion contacts relative submarine operating areas 17O
OCINAYGRPCHINA evaluates contacts and makes report 370-371
Apparently contacts carrier force Formosa Strait 371
Search plane on west courue returns to base 3*71

C~hlPE IV I_& JAP&(SE OPERATIONS. October 2st 37-?-~4*4

(A) Opriations of CinC Combined gleet 372-477
Watches situation from Kiyoshi 372
Has two highly importAnt problems 372-373

Xxxti 1 1-



October 21st

Leoo•s FIRST Striking Force probably sighted 373
In reality had no cause for alarm 373-374
Importance efficient communications intelligence organization 374
Receives several pertinent dispatches 374
Discussion formation Kamikase units 374
Allow Conmander SIXTH Base Air Force change day general air offensive 375
L.fams night searches Garan Bi negative 375
Leamus plans SKOND Striking Force in event ordered in penetration 375
Learns Allied aircraft attacking the Philippines 376
Reaffirms X-day as October 25th 376
Receives information Formosa and Japan to be bombed next day by

China based planes 376
Warns Commander FIRST Striking Force to be alert for enemy

reconnaissance planes 376
Learns B24's operating far as Puerto Princesa, San Jose 377
Receives numerous contact reports 377-378
Receives intelligence largely from Allied broadcasts 378
Receives report Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island 379
Learns SMD Striking Force ordered Manila 379
Receives information strong Allied ships Leyte Gulf 380
Receives S9C00D Striking Force's sortie order 380
Learns Comander SW Area Force had assumed command all naval

air forces Philippine Area 380-381
Receives SW Area Force dispatches concerning Army-Navy agreement

and the enployment of CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE 381
Notifies naval unita in Formosa, Nanset Shoto Area of possible

air attacks from China 382
Receives Imperial Rescript 382-383
(1) Operatione of Commander FIRST Striking Force 384-425

At Brunei refueling according to plan 384
Learns SEOXND Striking Force sortie cancelled 38j+
Learns CRMMIV SIXTEEN to move first troop reinforcements 384
Learns his force probably sighted by aircraft 384
Necessarily concerned about three important items 384
Hearing nothing from Brunei Fueling Group, considers them safe 385
LeLrns SEOOND Striking Force's plan in penetration operation 385
Directs all coimwnders assemble at 1700 in ATAGO 385
Notes Brunei Fueling Group had entered port 386
Notes ASAGUMO and TAAGU4MO not with fueling group 386
Receives Allied broadcast about landings on Leyte 387
Discussion thereon 387-388
Receives numerous contact reports 389
Receives conflimation X-day ar October 25th 390
Almrted to Radio Tokyo deception plai 390
Directs marking of channel in Balabac Strait 390
Learns shipboard aircraft being moved within coiimand 391
Alliei carrier aircraft attacks south of contral Philippine-1 391
Recteives contact report on strong carrier force 391
Learns six reconnaissance seapLanes ordered cover his movement

w~rthward 391.
Receives repor-t Allies landing on Rapu kapu Island 392

SReceives recommudation rwintain strict air alert 392
Observes ASAGUMO and YAMAGUMO return Brunei 492

xxxi



O 3uiOctober 2lst

Learns outline movements of some arsy troops 393
Issues written order for penetration operation 393-394
Issues proposed movement schedule by dispatch 395
Commander THIRD Section's written orders and his dispatch

orders likely discussed 395-396
Essence penetration plan 397
Discussion objectives 398-400
Discussion guiding motivations of this plan 400-4a17
Discussion movement plan 4OO-408
Three routes considered for Main Body 401-403
Discussion these routes 403-408
Factors which motivated divided approach 408-417
Principal factor likely diversions; discussion thermon 417-421
Correct procedure 421-422
Observes CRUDIV SIXTRN depart Brunei Bay for Manila 422
Learns SECOND Striking Force departing Mako for Manila 422
Learns Commande- SW Area Force has assumed command naval air

forces Philippine Area 423
Issues penetration dispatch from Labuan Island 423
Discussion this strategem 423-424
Learns Comander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force in

penetration operation under his .ommand 424
(CXBATDIV ONE assembles unit commanders in TAMATO 424
Unit commanders informed army reliance on navy in defense Leyte 424
Continues refueling 425

(2) Operations of Commander Main Force 426-439
Learns two oilers transferred his command 426
Learns sortie SECOND Striking Force cancelled 426
Learns likely FIRST Striking Force discovered 426-427
Assumes day's cruising disposition 427
Discussion this disposition 428-429
Launches search aircraft 429
Learns deployment friendly submarines 429
Receives contact report his search planes on two submarines 429-430
Issues instructions employment radio deception 430
Alerted to Radio Tokyo deception 430-431
Receives confirnation X-day as October 25th 431
Discussion radio deception 431
Receives certain important contact reports 431
ZUiKAKU detects torpedo noisea 431
Learns B-24's operating far as Puefto Princesa, San Jose 432
Receives contact report on carrier force 432
Informs command no further searches this day 432
Learns SEkOND Striking Force ordered advance Manila 433
Means this force not to be ordered his command 433
Receives RLDF report on carrier force 433
Evaluates contacts 433
Laarns various movements of army forces from SW Area Force 14314
Receives report Alliem landing Rapu Rapu Island 434
Studies Combined Fleet tentative plan 43ý
This plan similar WONTHIRDFLT's plan 436
D.r,-)cts al1 ships efuorce radio discipline 43 6
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Isaues air operations plan for next day 436
Learns SEGOND Striking Force to depart Mako for Manila 436
Losses indicate low state of training 436-437
Learns Allied ships in Leyte Gulf 437
Learns ISUZU has had continuous submarine contact 437
Learns Commander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force

in penetration operation under his command 438
Learns operational policy SW Area Force 438

Learns Supply Force departing on schedule 438
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Suppjy Force 439

Issues instructions to his command 439
(1) Operations of Commander FI&ST Supply Group 439

Departs Tokuyama for Koniya 439

(2) Operations of Commander SECOND Supply Group 439
Remains Kure preparing for sortie 439

(3) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 440
Submarine RO-46 departs Inland Sea 440
Eleven submarines now at sea 4•C
Submarines make no contacts 40

(4) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force 440-452
At Takao awaiting contacts from night search planes 440
Issues directives to his command 440
CofS publishes plan for general offensive 44C-441
Anticipates specified date by one day 441
Reasons for this 441-442
Learns Kamikaze Special Attack Units formed 442

Discussion thereon 443
Learns night air seaches negative 443
Learns deployment friendly submarines 444
Receives numerous contacts by FIFTH Base Air Force 444
Issues basic directive movement aircraft to Philippines 445
Discussion thereon U45
Warned China-based planes will attack Formosa, Japan 446

Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 446
Learns B-24's operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose 446
Receives several contact reports on Allied carriers 446-447
Learns China-based bombers sighted heading Formosa 447
Issues outline of operations for following day 4147

Learne SECOND Striking Force ordered proceed Nanila 448
Learns enemy has landed Rapu RaDu Island 448
Learns Commander SW Area Force has assumed command all naval

air forces Philippines 449
Discussion thereon 449
Does not provide direct air cover for FIRST Striking Force

except in limited wav 449-4550

Chooses to provide indirect cover by attacking enery carr.'ers 49-4,50
Discussion this gction - seems of doubtful correctness 450-451
Warned against attack by China-based aircraft 451
Learns report lancin•s at Rapu Raru Island false 451-452

(5) Operations of Cormrander SW Area Force 452-461
At headquarters with staff in conference with Coirander FIFTH

Base Air Forcu representatives of the SIXTH Base Air Force 452
Estimates situation 0 52
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Learns SECOND Str5king Force sortie cancelled 453
Learns night searches from Garan Bi negative 453
Learns SE.ZCOND Striking Force' s plan in penetration operafion 453
Learns Allied planes had attacked 9..he Philippines 453
Army and Navy reports numbers attacking aircraft vary 453-454
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 454
Receives numerous contacts 454
Receives warning exercise caution on certain radio messages as

may be false for deception purposes 454-455
Learns B-24s operating far as Puerto Princesse., San Jose 455
Directs SECOND Striking Force proceed Manila 455-456
Advises interested commanders developing situation with

relation army 457
In view prospective arrival S31TH Base Air Force issues

instructions to his command 457-458
Discussion thereon 458
Learns FIRST Striking Force probably sighted by aircraft 458
Cancels "U" Operation Alert 458
Publishes Arry-Navy Agreement move troops Cagayan to Leyte 459
Advises CinC Combined Fleet of opinion concerning employment

CRUDIV WENTY-ON6, DESRON ONE 459
Discussion thereon 459-460
Learns enemy landing Rapu Rapu false 460
Warns of friendly ships operating Philippine Island waters 460
Implements basic Army-Navy Agreement above referred to 461
Commander FOURTEENTH Area Army coordinate action promulgated 1,6 1a
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force 462-465

With CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DE.RON ONE at Mako 462
Orders DI;SDIV IWENTY-0NE proceed Takao 462
Warned China-based planes will attack Formosa, Japan 462
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 463
Receives additional warning concemning China-based

enemy aircraft 463
Receives orders proceed Manila 463
Advises interested commands scheduled movement 464
A-w-its decision employment his command 464,
Sorties Mako 464
Learns J;'J Area Force's view concerning his employment 464
Receives ma.ty dispatches and contact reports 4614-465
Learns Commander SW Area Force has assumed command naval air

forces Philippines area 465
Unknown to him, his force contacted by Allied submarine 465
DESDIV TWENTY-ONE arrives at Takao 465
(1) Operations of CC(]ChUDIV 6IXTt!N 466-467

At anchor tirunei Bay 466
Receives orders carry out first movement troop

reinforcements 466
Learns 'E".ONO) Striking Force ordered Manila 466
Receives many dispatches and contact reports 466
Knows he will handle counterla.dlng operations with

CRU£IV 5IXTU-.N 466
Receives Army-Navy Agreement tove troops Cagayan to Leyte 4&U-467

(b) Operations of Communder FIFTH Base Air Force 467,-477
Receives J1I'tIH bane Air Force di:spatch general offensive 467
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Receives confirmation of general offensive 468
No specific information available extent search, reconnaissance 468
Learns deployment friendly submarines 468
Commencett receiving contact reports on Allied carriers 468-470
Announces surprise attachc or enemy ships Leyte Gulf 470
Discussion thereon 470
Studies FOURTH Ai' Army order for SHO Operation 470
Receives sighting report fron lookout station 471
Directs further reconnaissance San Bernardino Strait area 471
Likely awre Kamikaze attacks to be initiated 47.
Receives orders provide six recon e.ssance seaplanes provide

A/S protection FIRPT Striking Foece 471
Learns B-24s operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose 471-472
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 472
Announces Vice Admiral Onisbi has assumed command FIFTH

Base Air Force 472
Receives contact reports 472-473
Receives Commander SW Area Force's instructions once SIXTH

Base Air Force reported 473
Knows search attack group of six planes had departed Nichols

Field to attack carriers 473
Receives outline SIXTH Base Air Force operations for nxtt day 473
First Kamikaze attack unit departs Cebu Island to crash

enemy group of carriers 474
Discussion inauguration Kamikaze Special Attack C~vps 474
Receives report number enemy ships Leyte Gulf 475
Summary evaluation important contacts enemy forces Philippines 475
Learns report enemy landing near Legaspi false 475
Learns search attack from Nichols Field faiied make contapt 475
Learns FOURTH Air Army has launched aiL- strikes against

enemy ships Leyte Gulf 475
Learns opinions S61 Area Force employment CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE,

DESRON ONE 477
Evaluation aircraft lost during day (9 planes) 477
Operational aircraft remaining (24 planes) 477

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 478-484
Learns Commander SIXTH Base Air Force' s plan for general air offensive 478
No information available as to extent of w-arch and reconnalssance

ope rat ions 478
Receives contact reports 478-479
Discusses utilization army bases 479
Places THIRTIETH Fighter Group under Commander SECOND Air Division 479
Issues Operation Order for coming offensive 479-480
Discussion thereon 480

Receives c'nfirmation X-day as October 25th and a contact. report 480
Issues amplifying instructions relating to Operation Ordor 481
Discussion essence this order 481-482

Learns Allies landing Rapu |Rapu Island 482

Receives contact report 482

Receives Commander ;W Area Force's instructions once )'IXTH Base
Air Force reported 482--43

Receives informaticn of other events during the day 483
Results claimed for the days attacks are illegible 483-484
Available aircraft (37) 484

xxxvii



C0OIIDE5"L. Octotxr 22nd

CHAPTER V - ALLIED OPERATIO._L jctober 22nd 485-606

(A) Operations of CWSOWE3PAC 485-562
Receives contact - one on three cruisers in Palawan Passage 485
Transmits message to COWM4IiD•ILT drafted on previous day, delayed

by radio silence 485
Goes ashore to inspect conditions 086
-eturns aboard NAS4ILLE 486
Learns FOURTFAM Air Force search tu.n nd back by weather 487
Receives C(MTHIRDFLT forecast increase in enemy submarine activity 487
Receives summary of ground force activities 487
Receives various other dispatcGi 08
(1) Operations of Conmander SEYENTH Fleet 488-555

Administrative control reyaains Hollandia 488
Headquarters at Hollandia receives most dispatches including

contact reports 488-490
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Ehilippines Attack Force) 490-540

Particularly -interested in operations ashore, at beachheads 490
Receivas certain dispatches and voice radio messages

including contact reports 490-492
Receives query C(MINCH to CIWGPCiA requesting what COMTHIRDFLT

had in mind aboat safe route 492
Learns TG 77.4 protests prospe~tive detachment DESRON

FORTY-SEV 492
Discussion thereon 492-493
Receives SEA DRAGON contact of previous day on one carrier,

four unidentified war uhips 493
Becomes concerned over fueliig plan and cancels CTF '79' s

approval 493
Implements air - sea rescue procedure 494
Discussion thereon 494
Receives 1000 situ~tion report from CTF 79 494
Directs replacements for DESRON FORTY-SEVi 495
Discussion thereon 495
Directs CTG 77.2 furnish antisubmarine patrols upon departure

attack force commanders 495
Cancels 14TB patrcCl southern ;Sn Juaa,ico Strait 496
Authorises CTG 77.4 make fighter sweeps 496
Advises CTF 79 of C.G. SIXTH Army request concerning unloading

reserves 496
Discussion rebroaacastirng contact reports 498
Dispatches daily sunwary operations to C(IMSOWFSPAC 498
Discussion thereon 498-499
Informs CfF 79 details ceremony for instaliation Philippine

Goverrment 499
Learns CUKTHIRD'LT's plan for rearmin]g, fueling, provising

his units 499
Studies own situation 499-5OO

SRequests retention CHUDIV F(UR 500
Unus-ual view mental attitudes CTF 77 ris-a-vin OOMTHIRDFLT 500
Learns FOU1hTEiNTH Air Force searches turned back by weather 5,00
Learns extent of damage dE.;T VIRGINIA 500-50]
Learns progr•as ashort at northern beaches hghLy satisfacto. ily 501
fReceives CaJTHIWFLT' s forecast increase in enemy wublarlno

activity 501
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Learns Seacat operations to commence about October 25th 501-502
Learns 0OMTHIRDFLT's intention retire two Task Groups Ulithi 502
(1) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 502-515

Responsible for exp~ditious unloading 502
Notes Reinforcement Group ONE has arrived 503
Concerned over problem of unloading units this group at

RED Beach 503
Decides authorise unloading at Cataisan Point despite

delay completing airfield 503
Discuss ion thereon 503-505;
Queries CTG 78.5 progress minesweeping certain areas and

learns sweeping underway 506
Learns CTG 77.2 to provide antisubmarine patrol upon

deperturo of attack force conuanders 506
Directs unloaded trarsports form and depart 506-507
Receives instructions assign one destroyer aivision CTG 77.4 507
Directs unloaded LSTts to form and depart 507
Forwards summarized report of situation 508
Has number ships remaining to be unloaded 503
(a) Operdtions of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 509-510

Discussed largely under CTF 78 509
Units Reenforcement Group OMN arrive 509
Learns certain unloaded ships to depart 509
Has fourteen LST' s remaingn be unloaded 510

(o) Operations of CTG 78,2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 510-511
Units Reenforcement Group ONS &rrive 510
Learns certain unloaded ships to depart 510
Has six LiT's, the JUPIT•, ACHILLES and six XAK's

remaining to be unloaded 511
(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) and

CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 512-513
(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 512

Composition of unit 512
Stands by for call fire missions 512
Retires to night stations north of Tay Tay Poir.t 512

(2) Operations of CTG 77.3 512--513
Composition of group 513
Stands oy for call fire missions 513
Retires to night station area SE of transport area 513

(d) Operationa of CTG 78.6 (Rainrfermnerit Group ONE),
CTG 78.7 (Reinforcement Group TWO) and CTG 78.8
(Reinforcemrent Group THREE) 5171--515

"(1) Operations of CTh 78.6 513-515
Composition of gr'oup 513I Enters Leyte Gulf on schedule 511j Transports, L,T's WHITE Beach commence urioading 514
LWT's destined RED Beah orderet anchor 514
Directs 1T' s unload at Cataisan Poixit 514
Departs area with unloaded ehips 514
Operatiorm of CTG 78.7 anr CTI 78.8 515
CTG 78.7 continues toward Leyte Gixlf '45
£1TG 78.13 at Hollandia prao~rei for departure 515
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(2) Cperatiotm of CT? 79 (Southern Attack Force) 516-534
Receives smar~y re"-ort of CM '19.11' 3 operations of

'Io previous day 516
Orders Naval boicbardmont of Catoc'i Hill. 517
Learvra plani for anintaining acreen around transport area 51?
Four 1.3T' a destinied OMAGE-BLUE Beach report repeatedly

for ins~tructions 518
Receives request Potm CTF' 7? for summary of the situation

as of 1000 518
Criticiz~ed for apprm~ing CTG 77.2's fueling reco~mmendation 518
Forwards 1000 3umary' of the situation 519
Directs Crm 77.2 assign FS ships and arrange replenishment

schedule for next day- 520
Discusses unlcuading prableus in meeting with CTG 79.2 520
Learnis CIG 77.2 e~ssignments ror FS missions 521
Directs unlctaded ahips f .mr aiid depart 521
Studies unloading situat."on 521
Directed bend one Oestroyer division to CTG 77.4 522
Learns rships and stations of transport screen 522
Four L6Tn's abain report for .instrrt.tions 522
Comuplet a discussion with UTG 79.2 522
Receives orders land Army Reserves area k4INETY¶-SM~H Infantry!

Division 523
Ltarns of ainiesu.eeping progress 523
Diretts four LST' a discharge at YALLI.O TWO Beach 52.3
Receives recommendiation regarding transfer of smoke

tmterials and towinition fram departing ships 524
Learns couipositi<.n deprting convoy 524
Adviees arrival date of damaged WAR HAWK 524
M~any ships remaining to be completely unloaded 524-525
(a) Operations of CI'G 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 525-529

Continues unloading throughout ni~ght 525
Unloading primary concern 525-526
Receives request for information concerning shipping

of TWENTY-FOURTH Corps 526
Repl~ies with unloading percentages 526
Assigns destroyers for night FS missiona 527
Learns transpoet-s not to retire for night 527
Learns composition of ships departing 527
Directs unload maximum rate during night 527
Recommnends LST collect swaoke material and ammaunition

from ships learing area 527
Adviuas unloading percentages 527-528
H&6. thirty-one 1.iT' a, four cargo ships, one transport

rema ining to be completely unloaded 528
(b) Oporations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER) 528-532

Continues unloading ships 528
Unloading problems still obtain 5.28--5-19
Observes Naval gunfire directed at Liberanan Head 529
A3 signed gunfire support ships 529
Receives report of LJT unloa'4irig percentages 5.:9-530
Leaves flagship to Inspect beaches 530
Returns to flagship, inspection unsatisfartory 530)



Receives unloading report O be d 530

Advises ships forming for departure 530

Ordered land 17OTH Engineer* 530-5i1
Dicseisibilitys order in PU LMS with CTF 79 531

Unloading situation disaproved 531Has five transport*, two cargo ships a ndine IO'•sT

(c) Operations of CTU 77,2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOMH) 532-534
Units delayed in reaching station due to reduced

S,•visibility (saoke) 532
S,•His fueling plan disapproved by MT? 77 533

Designated to provide air-sea rescue aircraft 533
Receives operational orders from CTF 79 533
As CTG 77.2 submits fueling and amunition

replenishment plan 533-534
As CTG 77.2 instructed to provide antisubmarine
patrol upon departure attack force ecinders 534

(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 534-536
Operating in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 534-535
Composition of group 534-535
Issues fueling instructions for next day 535
Operates during day as CTU 77.2.2 535
Day's operations completed, proceeds to night covering

station 535
(4) Operations of CTG 77A4 (Escort Carrier Group) 536-539

Continues to provide sir cover over objective area 536
Weather conditions the area 536
Expresses concern over prospective detachmnt DES AN

FORTY-SEMVE 537
TU 77.4.24 joins having completed duty with TG 78.6 537
Now assembled in full strength 537
Launches afternoon strike (32 VF, 12 VT) 537
Recovers afternoon strike (losses 3 VF, 1 VT) 538
During day flies 242 direct support, and forty-four

fighter s'weps 538
Claim heavy success against Lahug and Opon airfields 538
Has planes remaining (333 VF, 190 VT) 539

(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 539-540
At anchor San Pedro Bay 539
Prepares coemmece patrol as scheduled 539
Movements of MTB's guided by certain instructions 539
Prepares to extend his operations according to plan 539-540
Decides base tender and fifteen Ml's at Liloan 540
MTB's depart for patrol stations 540

(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines Went Australia) 541-555
Receives contact report from DARTER on three large ships 5"
Learns DARTER not on assigned station 541
Takes no action; discussion thereon 541-542
Passes contact report to principal comanders 542
Learns DARTER had lost contact 542
Studies the situation 542

Z Learns DACL search for anew negative 543

Learns of c'•tact by TF 17 subiarines on carrier force 543
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Advises interested cowmands of submarine movements -
somuaat in error 544

Assigns lifeguard duties to PADDLE 544
Receives request from DACE for extension of patrol to work

merchant convoy 544-545
Authorises DACM remain until October 24th 545
Discussion this extension 545
(1) ERM and GUITARRO 545-547

(a) BRE 545-546
Conducts patrol near Cape Calavite 545-546
Authority for euch action 546
Discussion indefinite patrol orders 546

(b) GUITARRO 546-547
Continues toward Mtimoro Strait 546-547

(2) ROCK and EGALL 547
(a) EERGAL 547

Continues toward sa area south Saigon 547
(b) ROCK 547

Decides return patrol line 547
Decides remain patrol few days longer 547

(3) H.UEG 547-548
Continues return to base 547-548

(4) 548
Picks up Japanese survivors 56
Patrols along traffic route toward Manila 548
Probably receives contact report by SEADRAGOM 548

(5) DACE and DARTER 54&-552
(a) DARTER 548-550

Contacts CRJDIV SIXTEN 548-549
DACE joins in the chase 549
Unable to attack, loses contact 549
Heads for station in western Balabac Strait 549
Establishes rendezvous with DAM 550

(b) DAMZ 550-552
Joins in *haze of DARTE's contact 550
Search of Dangerous Ground for enemy negative 550
GComences return to Fremantle 551
Receives contact report on merchant convoy 551
Requesto extension patrol to work convoy 551
Discussion thereon 551
Receives extension patrol 551
Ordered by wolfpack co~munder rendezvous with DARTER 551
Discussion deviations from assigned patrol stations 551-552

(6) HA)mmRH-AD 552
Continues toward Fremantle 552

(7) TANTIVY 552
Dropped from further discussion 552

(8) GUJNARD 553
Searches for convoy previously contacted 553
Contacts convoy, attempts attack 553

(9) BATFISH 553
Continues toward station north Scarborough SHOAL 553
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(10) COD 553-554
Reports sighting enexW aircraft Lingayan Gulf 553
Discussion thereon 553
Receives contact made by SEA DRAGON 554

(11) LAPOK 5.54
Continues toward Fremantle 554

(12) COBIA 554-555
Continues toward Fremantle 554
Picks up Japanese survivors 554-555

(13) RATON 555
Continues toward Mios Woendi 555
Dropped from further discussion 555

(14) PADDLE (Lifeguard Submarine) 555
In Makassar Strait 555
Learns about air strike for next day 555

(15) Submarines retiring from the area 555
(2) Operations of GCAF SOWESPAC 556-562

"Goes ashore with CCMSOWESPAC 556
Doesn't like look of Leyte airdromes 556
(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 557-559

Assigns tasks 557
(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Comnd 557
(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing 557
(3) Commanding Officer Ninety-First Photo Reconnaissance Wing 557
(4) CTG 73.4 (Comwnder Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEkN) 557
Advises PE4T searches negative 557
Advises all comands concerned of planned strikes 558
Learns prescribed tasks accomplished this day 558
Claims not supported by Japanese information 558-559
Notifies all concerned PB4Y searches negative 559

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force) 560-561
Continues toward Morotai 560
Continues to execute search plan FOX 560
Claims damage to eneum 560
Search planes deviate from primary mission by attacking

enemy shipping 560
Directs ten Catalinas (PB't's) to Leyte Gulf by October 23rd 560
(1) Operations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) 561-562

UALF MOON and SAN CARLOS move to Hinunangan Bay 561-562
(B) Operations of CINCPAG - CINCPOA 563-605

Studies COMTHIRDFLT's two dispatches to C(4SOWSPAC 563
Issues instructions to COMTHIRDFLT directing him in effect to continue

his covering operations and forbidding him to move major units into
the South China Sea 563

Evaluates intelligence and decides Main Force or Supply Force had
sortied Inland Sea 564

Discussion thin evaluation 564
(1) Western Pacific Task Forces 565-589

(a) Operations of CONTHIRDPLT 565-589
Continues toward Point RkADY 565
Receives severai contact reports on enemy combatatt ships in

Verde Island Passage and Palawan Passage 565
Rendezvous with TG's 38.1 and 38.4 565
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Learns 0OKINCH desires early amplification COMTHIRDFLT's
request for route to South China Sea 565-566

Learns from CIWCPAC, Main Force or its supply force had
probably sortied Inland Sea 566

Receives orders from CINCPAC in effect to continue his
covering operations and forbidding him to move major
units into the South China Sea 566

Intercepts SEADRAGONIs contact report on carrier force
Luson Strait 566

Continues concern himself with Operation HOTFOOT 567
Plans Strategical Psychological Wrfare measure against Japan 567
Intercepts contact report by DARTER 568
Learns arrival "Window" shipment 568
Directs TG's 38.1, 38.4 to proceed Point CONDOR 568
Moves closer Ulithi 568
Directs HANCOCK transferred to CTG' 38.1 568
Acknowledges orders continue cover SOWESPAC operations 568
Learns Saipan-based searches negative 569
Isnues directive for next day 569
Directs TG's 38.1 and 38.4 proceed Ulithi 569
Discusnion thereon 569-570
Issues orders replenishment Ulithi 570
Authorises cancellation afternoon search due weather 570
Requests number of planes remaining in CTG 38.1 571
Directs BUNKER HILL and escorts (TG 30.4) to Manus 571
Desires retain pilots FITHON EIGHT fit for combat 571
Receives special contact report by Japanese plane 572
Discussion thereon 572
Replies CCMINCH query concerning South China Sea 572
Discussion thereon 572-573
Receives CTG 30.5's request reduce air searches to 800 miles 573
Advises CVE's be fully utilized transport replacement aircraft 574
Informs CINCPAC present intentions send carrier groups Ulithi 574
Learns planned strikes C.G. FIFTH Air Force 574
Advises CTG 30.8 of fueling plans 575
Discussion thereon 575
intercepts Morotai-based plane contact 575
Advises ttatus aoiition available 575-576
1iceives reply from COKSOWESPAC mission cover KING II

essential and paramount 576
Reestimatos the situation 576
Informs command anticipated increase enemy submarine activity 576
Amplifies report of previous day's strikes to CGMSOWESPAC 576-577
Learns air searches over South China Sea turned back by weather 577
Recommends elimination duplicate weather reports 577
Learns air Pearches from Koseol Passage negative 578
Review of CCiTHII)FI.T' s decisions on this day 578
(1) TF 38 (rast Carrier Task Force) 579-589

(a) Operations of = 38.1, CTG 38.2 and C= 38.4 579-582
(1) CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 in company near Point READT

where joined by CTG 38.2 579
PTG 38.2 launches morning search 579
CTG 38.4 tr-ansfers BILOXI to TG 38.2 579
CTG 38.1 transfers MARSHAU, to TG 38,2 579
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CTG's 38.2 and 38.3 ordered Point CONDOR 579-580
CTG 38.2 detaches HANCOCK to TG 38.1 580
Cancels afternoon search due to weather 580
CTG 38.2 detached and. proceeds independently 580
Receives orders proceed Ulithi October 23rd 581
Receives orders transfer COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON

to TG 38.4 581
Learns of return to basic employment schedule 581
Maintains routine air patrols 581

(2) Operations of CTG 38.2 582
Operates independently frort about U50 582
Detaches HANCOCK with escorts 582
Makes no eneui' contacts 582

(b) Operations of CTG 38.3 583-584
Proceeding to refuel 583
No replacement aircraft available 583
Ordered Point CONDOR 583
Makes no eney contacts 584

(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 585-589

Continues route air searches 585
Requests authorization reduce 1,000 mile search sectors

to 800 miles 585
Search plane sights two destro7ers 585
Search planes fall to contact Main Force which is well

within search sector 585
Discussion thereon 585-589
Requests orders be issued move forward certain Marine air

units as scheduled 589
Learns OCWTHIFDFLT anticipates increase in eneW

subrmarine activity 589
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 590-605

Receives contact report from CTF 71 on three cruisers 590
SEADRAGON claims two timed torpedo hits in carrier 590
Discussion of contact received 590
Receivee amplifying report from CTF 71 indicating one cruiser

might be a battleship 590
Issues subearine movement notice 591
Advises his command SEADRAGON's re•ort of two timed hits in carrier 591
Learns FOURTENTH Air Force searches turned back by weather 591
Receives contact report from DRUJM an three destroyers 591
Learns CO94THIRDFLT expects increase in eneVy submarine activity 592
Receives contact report from SHARK 592
Receives contact report from ICEFISH which requests extension patrol 592
Summarizes day's contacts and evaluates movements 592-593
(a) CONVOY 00LLEGI 593-601

(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM 593-595
(a) SAW"IISH 593-5%

Wolfpack comaander intercepts SHARX's contact report
on c-arrier force 593-594

Learns DRUM contacted three destroyers 59
(b) ICEFISH 594

Sights task force (2 CA/CL, 3 DD) 594
Experiences difficulty serdi- report 5%
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(a) DRU14 594-595
Sights three destroyers 594-595
Sends contact report 595

(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SARAGON 595.599
(a) SEADRAGOW 595-597

Attacks carr!.er force (actually SECOND Striking Force) 596
Queried concerning carrier 596
Sends contact report, tw hits in carrier 596

(b) SHARK 597-598
Receives SEADRAGOf,'s renort of enemy contact 597
Contacts enemy 597
Questions SEADRAGON concerning carrier 597
Unable close, sends contact report 598
Attempts regroup uoltpack 598

(c) HLACKFISH 598-599
Rdceives running reports on eneaw contact 598-599
Contacts enew by radar 599
Unable close 599

(3) SNOOK 599
Patrolling independently 599
Intercepts SHARK's contact reports 599
Made no contacts, sets course to close SHARK 599

(4) ELACKFIN 599-600
Appears to have arrived in patrol area 599
Receives orders change patrol arepý 599-600

(5) AD}DOCK, HALIB•T, TUNA 600
Continue towrd pat ,ol station 600

(6) PINTADO, ATULE, JAUAO 600
Depart Saipan for patrol 600

(7) BOWFISE 601
Proceed townrd base 601

(b) Northinvtst Coast of Formosa (TANG) 601-602
TAAG sights numerous enemy aircraft, makes no report 60.1
Discussion thereon 601-602

(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa (SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON) 602
(d) MARU MORGU (SEA DOG, BILLFISH, SAURr, BURRfISH, STENT T) 602-603

(1) SEA DO 60o- 6•3
Attacks convoy sinking to) cargo ships 603

(2) SKATE 603
Proceeds toward base (t3
Dropped from further discussion 603

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (CR:OAKi••, PERCH) 603-604
(f) EIT PARADE (60-605

(1) The Approaches to hungo Suido (BESUGO, RONeUiL) 6-(-605
Wnltpack cowuander decides cover eastern Thýngo Suido

as well as western 604
Discussion thereon 6(0-605

(2) Tim Approaches tc Kii S, ido (GAFTIL.AN) 605
(3) The Anproaches to Tokyo Bav (Fla.y NNG, TAMBOR) k,5

(C) China - BRurt - India Theater 606
(I) Or.eratiors of C.G. FOURTFTEETH Air Force 606

,5arch planet turnel hacck by weather 6W,
AnticiW~tez carcalling night searches because of wmather 606
-Siarch planes r•ight have locatod the SEGONP Striking Force

had night. search been flosin 606
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CHAPTER VI - JAP OPERATION. October 22 607-720

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet 6T-623
lRemaining .' Hiyoshi headquarters 607
Witches drvyeloping situation closely 607
Still cwcerned over SECOND Striking Force 607
Litrns CRUDIV SIXTEE designated for the movement of troops 607
Rceivem FIRST Striking Force dispatch dividing his command into

tw goups 608
Knous planned employment his principal forces in penetration ,peration 609
Directs CGanrder SW Area Force to order Commander SECOND Striking

Force into penetration operation 609
Discusston thereon 609-61
Actual reasons for not transferring SECOND Striking Force to

FIRST Striking Force 61-2-613
WCND Striking Force and THIRD Section expected operate separately
albeit closely 613

Discussion thereon 613-614
Learns Main Force reported as eniWy 614
Receives planned future movements of that force 614
Advises all air commanders of Main Force routing 614
Receives numerous contact reports showing eleven to fourteen

eneme carriers 615
Discussion thereon 615-616
In view five day deviation from the SHO Plan studits situatioi to

determine shipping 616
Learns night search planes from Garan Bi made no contacts 616
Learns Hain Body had sortied from Brunei at 0805 616
Sends dispatch exhorting all forces do utmost 617
Receives dispatch regarding the jaumng of enemy intelligence

organiztions in the Philippines 617
learns wveinnts of CRUDIY SIXTEEN reference Mania 617
Discu~si on the rmon 617
learns of orders moving reinforcements to Cagayan 617-618
CofS directs care be exerciseO in identification 618
Studya developing situation and warns against Allied %ubmrines 618
Learns THIRD Section sortied Brunei at 1500 619
Oaceiyes Main Force dispatch regarding ,hanges in hio projected

movement plan 619
Awaits movement reports SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines 61t9,620
.Issues dispatch concerning training of certain SIXTH Base Air

Force personnel 620
learns of enemy air strikes in the Philippines 621
Iteceives intelligence information presurmbly from Allied broadvasta 62'-622
Discussion of disagreement between CinC Southern Ar - and C.G.

FOURT)iNTH Area Army 622-623
(1) Operations of Coomunder FIRST Striking Force 624-639

Continues departure preparateion 624
Ships complete fueling to capacity at 0500 624
Organizes Supply Forco 624•-.25
Transfers Seasplanes within battleships 625
Commences getting undarway
"Composition of FIRST and SEWND) Sections (Main Aody) 626
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__N BTHIRD Section rea.ins at anchor 626
Sortie undetected 626
Fails to make antisubmarine sweep on sortie 626-627
Has at least forty-one seaplanes 627i-629
Forms alert cruising dispositions 62r

SDiacussion thereon 629-631':Receives numerous contact reports 632

Estimates situation 632-633
Issues directive for search and escort aircraft (ship-based) 635
Roceives meeasge from CinC to uoe care in identification and

recognition 635
Issues modifying instructions for search and icort aircraft 636
Receives vurnijrg against Allied submarines 636
Receives numerous reports on aircraft, subuk nes and mines 636-637
Issues maneuvering instructions for the night 638
Discussion thereon 638-639
DACE and DARTER in unfavorable intermepting position 659
(a) Operations of Commander THIRD Section 640-642

Completes plans and issues them to his command 640-641
Sorties Brunei Bay at 1500 641
Composition of THIRD Section 641
Forms cruising disposition 643.
Discussion thereon 641
Sends seaplane to make arranrigmentti with ships present mark

Balabac Strait &4i
Receives same reports as Coninder FIRST Striking Foroc 642
Does not seem to be too concerned over the Allied submarines

challenge 642
(2) Operations of Conunder Main Force 643-664

Continues toward a position about due east Luzon Strait 643
Ponders developing situation (has 113 planes) 643
Alerted by reported presence en4sy submarines (all false) 643
Discussion Japanese doctrines regarding individual movements

of ships 6
Launches air search and A/S pa.rol t"
Weather conditions not particularly satisfactory 6W4•.
Assumes conditions alert for daylight steaoming 645
Sights type Two large flying lx>at 545
Concerned over shortages of standarM articles 645-646
Notes land based aircraft assigned patrol duties had not appeared 646
Learns friendly plane hAd reported contact on a fonre Ljimilar to hi•x 647
Revises air antisubmarine patrol dispositions &7
Decides force contacted was Main Force; ýnotifies those concerned 647
Discussion thereon 648
Issues schedule for the day
Issues fueling plan (48
Receives Info trom iyuga of ODF on what were istimated to Ij

enemy carriers 648-649
Studies eney situation as of after'noon of 1-revioue day 649
Discussion thereon 650
Makes estimate of tho situation and decides on fuelii course

and security precautions (,5o.651
Discussion thereon 651
Supplements earlier" oilers concerning air" antisubmarine Lispositions 651
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Leaý'ns plane had sighted and attacked enemy submarine 652
Delays fueling 652
Issues instructions modifying fueling plans 652
Issues instructions for afternoon search 653
Advises coemand that at 2116 previous evening enemy task force

was in Latitude 15°-C0'N, Longitude 131°-OO'E heading north 653
Directs fueling operations be started imediately 653
Notes delays in fueling 654
Receives contact reports on Allied carriers 654-655
Reestimates the ,'tuation and makes decisions 655
Discussion thereon 655-657
Receivvs penetraticu order for Main Body and THIRD Section 657
Iearns SECOND Striking Forae to penetrate into Leyte Gulf - wonders

about coordination with THIRD Section 657
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces to

do their utmost 657-658
Changes movement schedules 658
Learr,• both day searches negative 658
Loarne CARDIV FOUR directs exercise care regards recognition 658-659
issues air operations plan for following day 659
Receives Imperial Rescript 660
Discussion thereon 660
Lack of treiving evidenced by loss aircraft 660
Orders fueling continued until 2000 660
Discussion fueling performance 661
Fueling record table 661
Summary air cover during the day 661
Discussion continued moverent to eastward 662
Contacts Allied submarines (false) 662
Radically changes course - heads for planned station east of

Luson Strait 662
Receives CofS Combined Fleet's dispatch advising Main Force routing 663
Plots many contact reports 663
At 2400 about 680 miles due east of Formosa 663
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force 663-664

Concerns himself with operations FIRST Supply Group 663
(I) Operations of Commander FIRST Supply Group 664

Sorties from Bungo Suido at 0500 664
Forced to reduce speed because of mishaps 664
Sonar contacts not on Allied submarines 664
Fortunes of war are with him 664

(2) Operations of Comumnder SEi0XND Supply Group 664
Remains at Kure making preparations for October 23rd

departure 664
(3) Operations of Comuander Advance Expeditionary Force 665

Submarine 1-54 at 1700 contacts a group of Allied ships 665
Discussion thereon 665

(4) Operations of Comnunder SIXTH Base Air Force 666-67E
* CoWpletes preparations movement his force to Philippines 666
SAwaits reports from planes from Formosa and day searches Luzon 666

Reviews his plarts 666
Substance of plans 666-667
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Learns Rapu Raiu landing report false 667
Devotes his at%,nition movement his forces to Philippines 667
Receives erroneous report on carror force 500 miles east of

Tacloban 668
Learns night oearches from Geran Bi negative 668
Receives several contacts on carrier forces off Teyte Gulf 668
Learns eighty transports inside Leyte Gulf 669
Aware of air raid warning sauthern Kyushu 669
Lecrns with satisfaction no air strikes on Lusen by the Allies 669
Estimates the situation 669-670
S'ussion thereon 670o.671
Decides present movement plan suitable 671
Cancels dusk attack owing inability determine Allied situation 671
Arrives a;nila abou4 1700 672
Operates directly under Coenander SW Area Force 672
Receives routine information dispatches 672-673
S&es the "die is cast" 673
Becomes more familiar with plans FOURTH Air ArMy 673-674
Arrival SIXTE Base Air Frrce Luzon causes great confusion 674-675
Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered penetrate Leyte Gulf in

coordination with FIRST Striking Force 675
Discussion tLereon 675
Reestimates the sitation and recommends 0Jl antisubmarine patrols

be assigned 954th and 955th Air Groups 675
Assigns taske for following dav 676
Learns for the first day's offensive strikes sti)l has to rely

on FIFTH Base Air Force personnel for servicing aircraft 676
Believes ha,5 178 .irtrraft in Clark area 67,&-677
Summary of planes landing at Clark Field Complex 677
Studies running estimate determine whether changes in his a sic

plans required 678
Raceives GofS Uombined Fleet's dispatch advising Maiin Force routing 678

(5. Operations of Co-mnander SW Area Force 679-714
AwaRe that desiguated air bases would not. be completed when SIXTH

Base Air Force arrived 679
CA)nrcenc, receiving contact reports 6579
Learna riu<ht searches from Garan Bi negative 6,0 I
Information extent long range searches meager 683
Receives contact on eight carriers from FOURTH Air Arny 680
SRecceives Commander FlRS'T Striking Force's "penetration orderx 680
This information very important for it, affected air ope'ations

his command 68o-681
Receives report eighty transports in Leyte Gui! 61
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch directing Comeander

,SECOND St. kin orse in,.n th- penetration operation 681-682
Receives ab.ove dispatch wit! auisfact:Acn anr' concern 682
Directs Corwnander SECOND Striking Force to comly 682
Makes event effort insure effective movement two arMy battalions

Cagayan to Leyte 682
Concerned over how to neutralize the Allied "intelligen~e j.,wane's

in Philip•ines 683
Advi ses COMC3&DIV SIXThKi concerning plans for movenent two

battalions Cag••an to Leyte 111
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Discutss on thereon 683-684
Sstimates carrier forces he might encounter 684-685
Receives request for additional destroyers from COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 685
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces do

their ctmost 685
Receives suggestion exercise care in identification 685-686
Arrival Commander SIXTH Base kir Force in no way changes

relationships between Commander SW Area Force and
Cormumner FIFTH Base Air Force 6Q6

-Learns air action by Main Force would be imitiated dawn October 24th 687
E3zceivi3 warning against Allied submarines 687-688
Discussion thereon 688
Learnit planned movements THIRD Section next three days 688
Learns THIRD Section plans operate independently 689
Results eonsultations with THIRTY-FIFTH Army Headquarters relative

landing craft 689
Knows Philippines have been struck by Allied aircraft (total 162) 690
Recei.res Conmoader SECOND Striking Force's dispatch advising

expected arrival entrance Sarigao Strait 0600 October 25th 691
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force 692-707

Heading toward Manila Bay 692
Fired on ineffectively by SEADRAGON with four torpedoes 692
Contacted by SHARK and BLACKFISH 692
CofS SW Area Force reiterates recommendation SECOND Striking

Force be employed penetration operation 693
Causes satisfaction and disagreement 693
Sights large aircraft 694
Decides send representative Manila. explain his plans 694
Discussion "Oft recurring requirements" 695
Directed take part penetration operation and to cooperate

with Commander FIRST Striking Force 695
Likely makes several estimates of situation employing

different assumptions 695
Discussion thereon 695-696
Foresees losing three DD's (likely DESDIV 21) 696
Would be serious reduction h• fighting strength 696
InstructE COMDESDIV 21 rejoin SECOND Striking Force 696
Learns FIRST Striking Force divided into two groups 696-697
Will change own plans 69,7
Awaits movenent dispatch from Cofaander THIRD Section 697
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN directed arrive Cagayan to transport.

troops to ieyte 697-69
Receives Commander Main Force' -. planned route 698
Learns Allied submarines assembling cover movements Japanese

forces 69e
Receives Commander THIRD Section's movement order 698E-t99 I
Now has necessary information prepare own plans 099
Estimates the situation 699
Issues penetration orders to SECOND Striking Force 699-700
Discussion thereon 700
Discussion plans and ideas of CinC .ombined Fleet. 701-702
-Issues SEGOND Striking Force Opord ho. 5 702
Receives ELF fix on Allied submarine transmitting an urgent

reque st. 702
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(1) Operations of C04CRUDIV SIXTEEN 702-700
Unknown to him, is being trail#YA by DARTER 702-7Q3
Wonders what counterlandings are being contemplated 703
Receives dispat-h frem CofS SW Area Force adviaxng that

five transports ikre to concentrate at Cagayan October
24th and were to come wider his comand 703

FOURTU1 NTI Area Armms coordinate action 703
Estimateb the siiataion, decides on reeds 703
hdvises Commander SV Area Force of needs 703
Receives CinC Combinzd Fleot's dispatch exhorting all

forces do their utmost 704
To take charge of all shipm Cagayan as Commander SW Area

Force Guard Force 704
Wonders meaning "depending on the situation the division

may put into Manila Harbor" 704-75
Receives nommander Main Force's movement plan 705
Receives wrning against Allied submarines 705
Receives CO4MATDIV TWO's mov.wnt plan for THTIf zection 705-706
Receives dispatch giving boats available Guard rorce 706
Learns SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWC•TTY-ONE, DEBRON ONE)

to take part in panetration operation 706
N( 'es need for continuing antisubmarine measures 706

(2) Operations of CC14DESDIV TWENTY-ONr- '06-707
Sighted boy DRUM 107
Receives dimpatch orders from Commander SEGOND Striking

Force 707
(b) Operations of Cofmiandz 7,.. ,Base Air Force 707-714

Fighters preparing for Kamikaze Operation 707
Learns night search from Garwi Bi negative 708
Directs hii command assist SIXTH Base Air Force in the

activation of base activities 708
Discussion thereon 708
Receives contact reports on light carriers by SECOND

Air Divl sion 708-709
Not unduly alarmed by these contacts 709
Learns from C.G. FOURTH Air Army eighty transpoi s in Leyte Gulf 709
Receives first contact report from own search planes (on

carrier force) 709
Aware arrival first units SIXTH Base Air Force 709
Learns division of FPý5T Striking Force and prospective route

each part 709-710
Receives surgention exercise care in identification 710
Learns &ir action by Main Forco would be initiated dawn

Ociober 24th 710
Learns planned movements THIRD Section next three days I
Briefs Commander SIXTH Base Air Force on currant situation 711
Learns Cotmuander SECOND Air Division's plans for the general

offensive 711
Learns confusion caused by arrival SIXTH Base Air FoI ce 712
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force's operations for next day 712
Learns plan8 SECOND Striking Force in penetration operation 712
Learns composition and route ot Main Force 712-713
Number of operational aircraft (24) "13
Japanese very adapt employirg ýumv aircraftL 713

Ii
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Di•oussiorc thereon riKt3-714
Ponders advisability moving a l"%rge part his aircraft Davao 714

(B) Operations of ,G., FOURTH Air Araq 715-,720
Concerned aver Alli£d &ir operations 715
Awaits retiultm of the morning search and reconnaissance flights 715
interested primarily in contacts made by Kla own planes 715
Re;eiv6.i teo oontact reports from SEOOHD Air Divinion on eight carriers 715
ErrF r in coatact identification - were escort carriers 716
Receives report eighty transports Leyte Gulf 716
Orders Commander SEOO(•X Air Dlcvision restrict attacks to Allied ships

other than var •hipa 716
Receives report trom a Manila search plane 717
Cautions his :ommand 717
Lear,-s div'..ion FI&9T ftrikln6 )rce and prospective route each part '717
Receive S MOND Air Division Operation Order.A-207 which is discussed

herein 717-718
This order conforms closely with his basic attack order (A-5.8) 718
Discussion thereo, 719
Arrival SIXTH Base Air Force causes coasiderable confl':7ision 719
Reinforcsment aircraft a~rriving as planned (61 planes) 720
Receives reports iriicating Ph~lippines had beon attacked by

Allied aircraft 720
Operational planes (97) 720

CHAPTER VII -ALLIED OFERATILONk. 0000 - .. October 22rd 721-787

(A) Uporations of COMSOWESPAC 721-764
Receives contact reports on Japanese abipping en route Manila -

Coron Bay area 721
Prvparing insia1l Philippine Ccnmmonwaalth Government 721
Gratified learn CO0THIRD1MT will continue cover SOWESPAC operations 721
Receives DARTMR contact repo)rt on three probatle battleships in

"Palawan Paasage 721
Rec~iives DA,,TER' s report amwlifying conrtct to eleven ships '122
inforhm CC#4NAVGRPCHINA he wants FOURTE~rH Air Force continue air

searc-hos until November 30th 72:
(1) Operations of 0(StEVENTHFLT 723-758

Taken no wusual action either as CCF1.9EVkXTH9r1T or as CANI? SOWESPAC 723
(a) Operations of CTF P7 (Central Philippines Attark Force) 723-759

Watches contact reports very closely due having saome transports
and LST's to unload and prospectivro arrival TG 78.7 723-724

Comiences receiving contact reports on enemy forces west of
Philippines 724

L'%arns with satisfaction THIRD K1eet v'o search much of Sibuvan
Sea as possible 724-725

Receives report bARTl' s contact on three probable battleships 725

Discussion thereoo 725
i•eceives second roport from DARTHR increasing enemy to nine

ships 725
Confuses these contact reporti: 725-726
Receives third report from DAhThUl increasing enemy f o eleven

•sup 726
fiReceives inte]ligence Cosrnia.der SECOND Striking Force had

requesLed an oiler at Coron Bay 726
iiestimates the 31tuaticon and decides requestj! ass4istance .from

72.-723
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Obsem'rms replenishment gro~p anchor 728
Informs coi•unders ka regards approach eneay combatant ships

in Coran day area &a buwild-up for magnified Tokyo Express
runa against •a.'te 729

D.9cusnion thereon 730-733
Disregards ena capabilities of major fleet action and/or

raids by eneiV cmrface forces and ve tles .instead on enemy
intention of Tokyo Exprssa operations 733

Mav& War 3ollepe ana]y'ssA of Savo Inland Rtates, "A Comander
in making his pl-ns, should follow the method of enemy
capabilities rather than tho mothod of enemy intentions". 734

Reasons for C;F '77z acceptance ok enemy intentions this case 734-735
Necessity for trakinrg each Pitrtion threugh 735
(1) Operatiors of CTF 78 (North* s, Attack Force and CTG 78.1) 735-738

Continues uwload'.ng 735
Receives GTF" 791s req'est tfor operatLon summary as of

].000 dai4T 735
(a) Operationa of MTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 736

Contirmes uvloading 736
Notes LCI(G)' s 64 and 69 commence reconioitering

San Jvuanico Strait with representative FIRST
Cavalry Division 736

(b) (.) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) 736-737
Releases CAIFORNIA and PENNSYLVANIA proceed

indspendenitly stat~ions FS Area SO4MTH 737
Anchors •an Pedro BEky 737

(2) Operations of MG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 737
Continues patrolling the area two to five miles

east and southeast of the Tranaport Area 737
(c) Operations of CTG's 78.7 (RkInforcement Group Two)

and 78.8 (Reinforcement Group Three) 738

(1) Operations of CC 78.7 738
Approaching Leyte Gulf 738

(2) Operationr of CTG 78.8 738
Sorties Humboldt Pay and heads foe Leyte Gulf at

an SOA of nine knots 738
(2) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 738-742

Observes unlnid~ng ad, because of contacts on Allied forces
in Palevan Passagei and west Luzon Strait, dasies expedite 738

Advises C"F 77 of the TF 79 ard TU 77.2.2 units present in
Leyte Gulf 739

1,.ansfors to WASATCH for further transfer to Tacloban 739
DiscusLss above contacts with CTF 77 739
Directs C"3J 79.1 bend six LCI gunboats, four LCI (Mortar)

boats report to CTG 78.2 for duty 739
(a) Operations of CTG 79,1 (Attack Group AHLE) 739-740

Continwes unloading 740
Due to rapidity of unloading foresees toarly departure 740

(b) 0psrations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKEH) 740-741
Lemrns 170th Engiaier Battalion has landed 740
L&•rns 381st RCT has landed 741

(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit 6OUTH) 741-742

(c'plainvf ,T "tc•
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Observes Replenishment Group (TU 77.7.1) enter and

anchor off Liberanan Head 741

RICHARD P. LEARY reports for duty 742
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 742-743

Continues to patrol east of Tay Tay Point with ships from
TU 77.2.2 742

TENNESSEE at anchor near Catmon Hill repairs completed 742
Directs units TU 77.2.2 proceed FS stations 742
Eoey aircraft appear, beginning at 0530 742

Makes plans for replenishment his units 743
(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 743-745

Provides air cover and support over objective area and
his own unit 743

CHENANGO's TCAP shoots down enemy plane 744
Flying conditions good 744
Support Groups conmence hitting pill boxes and trenches

in the San Pablo Area 744
Launches fighter sweeps against northern Mindanao airfields 744
Fighter sweeps strike Del Monte airfield complex 744
Receives or intercepts contact reports of enemy combatant

units in Palawan Passage and westward Luzon Strait 745
Receives COMTHIRDFLT' s order restationing his carriers to

search to westward 745
Estimates effect enemy movements toward Coron Bay and Manila 745
Decides new disposition carriers will enlarge the scope of

own operations 745
Completes numerous sorties 745
Has 311 VF, 190 VT remaining 745

(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats) 746
MTB's in San Juanico Strait make no contacts 746
Makes preparations extend operations include Mindanao

and Camotes Seas 746
Directs WACHAPreLAGUE, with fifteen MTB's establish advance

base at Liloan Bay 746
Thirty MTB's endeavor complete voyage repairs and prepare

for imediate service 746
(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 74&6-758

Believes Japanese surface :orce has entered his ar-a of
responsibility ,6

Regrets absence air searches by !)UkThENTH Air Force 746
Receive several contact reports from DARTER on enemy surface

forces renorting a minimum of eleven ships 746-747
Passes this information to the Senior Allied Commnanders 747
Estimates enemy force as fror' one carrier, four unidentified

ships to four large ships arvl three additional ships 748
Regrets failed maintain on station four submarines which he

had promised 748
Conaide'e Japnnese forces contacted likely heading for Coron Bay 748
(1) BReAM and GUITARRO proceeding independently to assigned

patrol stations 748
(a) BIEAM, southwest of Manila, fires six torpedoes at

enemy cruisers, likely ATAGO or AOTA Glass 748-749
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Torpedoes AOBA 749
Air and surface A/S searching effectively for HRJJ 749
AOBA being towed by KINU en route Man, la 749

(b) GUITARRO takes station for interception of reported
Japanese force on route Manila 749

Sand EIFA1L 750
ROCK returns to assigned station 750
SA•AL having made no contacts off Saigon commences

return assigned station 750
(3) BLUEGILL proceeding southward en route Mios Woendi 750
(4A' AMGLER reverses course and heads for Palawan Passage at

full speed in hopes intercepting DARTER's contact report 751
(5) DACE and DARTER rendezvous at 0100 and discuss tactics to

be employed for wolfpack operations against merchant
shipping 751

Both DACE and DARTER make contact on FIRST Striking Force
entering Palawan Passage - DARTER at 0116, DACE at 0125 751

Encou•-ner great difficulty in obtaining suitable attack
positions due speed of enemy ships 751

DARTER contacts by radar three probable battleships 752
DACE now estimates correctly enemy disposition 752
Wlfpack commander directs DACE submerge and make dawi

attack with DARTER making first attack 752-753
Directs DARTER take station ten miles ahead of western

column and DACE ahead eastern column 752
DARTER fires bow tubes and sinks ATAGO 753
DARTER fires four stern torpedoes at second heavy cruiser 753
Makes two hits on TAKAO 751-754
DACE fires six bow torpedoes at battleship (actually MAYA) 754
DARTER notes enea shipping departed except TAKAO 754
Attacks of DAM and DARTER possible because of lucky breaks 754-756

(6) HAMMERHEAD departs for Fremantle 756
(7) GURNARD makes two unsuccessful attacks merchant ship convoy 756

Breaks off chase, heads Point DATOE minelaying operations 756
(8) BATFISH 757
(9) OOD unable locate S•iADRAGON contact 757

Commences patrolling Cape Bojeador 757
(1O) LAPON en route Fremantle decides render any avsistance

PADDLE and patrols off Balikpapan 757
(11) COBIA completes transit Mindoro Strait en route Fremantle 758
(12) BLACKFIN receives orders to patrol Area D-6 and set-

course for same "58
(13) PADDLE arrives at lifeguard station off Balikpapan 758
(14) Several submarines retiring from the area 758

(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 759-764
Prepares depart NASHVILLE attend installation President

Philippine Commonwealth Y.9
(a) 013*rati'ons of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 759-764

AvaAts results tasks assigned sibordinates 759
Requests rescue PHY and fighter escort for bomber o" ike on

Puerto Princessa 760

ivi
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SDiscuasion thereon 760
CTF 77 vwable provide fighter escort 760-761
Learns two -24' s staging through Korotai, bombed Malabato

airfield (near Coron Bay) 761
Discussion thereon 761-762

(b) Operations of CTL 73 (Naval Air Force) 762-764
Arrives Morotai and moors alongside TANGIER 762
Due congested airfield requests CTG 77.4 have GVE arrive as

soon as possible 762
(1) COperations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) 763-764

Awaits arrival first element. VPB's 763
Awaits CTF 77's reaction to request for fighter escort

before replying to C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request
for rescue P!' 763

Learns tw five-plane sections of PBT's have departed
Miss Wbendi for Leyte 763

Advises CTF 77, "Daylight Catalina Available"; requires
fighter escort 764

(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 764-787
Advises command Japanese oiler expected arrive Coron Pay this day 764
Learns Japanese plane for second straight day has made contact on

Japanese surface force off OkInawa 764
Considers report erroneous - (actually report correct as was on

Main Force) 764
(1) Western Pacific Task Forcos 765-783

(a) Operations of ODMTHIRDFLT '65-783
Previous day dispatches show marked difference of opinion

regarding the strategic employment of TF 38 765
Watching developments to determine whether or not his planned

replenishment schedule man sound 765
Receives SHM's report of four large and three additional

combatant ships 763
Receives H.Q. UOISEVINTHFLT intelligence summary indicating

no major reaction to invasion of Leyte 766
Reviews instructions to his commnd and decides his planned

operations for TG'o 38.2 and 38.3 in Area CONDOR are not
soutd 766

Finds it difficult to swing blows in support from Area (ONDOR 766
Decides move TG's 38.2 and 38.3 much closer to the Philippines 766
Directs CTF 38 (who was in TG 38.3):

(a) proceed imediately to Latitude 15 0 -OO'N, Longitude
123o-30' 1,

(b) extend afternoon air search cover much Sihuyan Sea as
practicalb) a,

(c) launxctL early morning search to maximum distance in sector
2200'-2950 (T) and

(d) leave WAStqNGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 at Point CONDOR
to rendezvous with UrG 38.4 767

Diicv• 5son thereon 767
"Learrs PESUGO now patrolling eastern half Area 7; R(NQUIL

western haIf 767I lvii
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May have felt amgo Suido wsuarines had failed intercept Main
Force or that Ki Suido or Shimonoseki Suido had been employed 768

Learns from 07 71 of DARTER's contact on three probable
battleships in Palawan Passage 768

Receives DRK'(s contact report of the previous evening on
three destroyers 768

Notes TO 38.2 has rendezvoused with the fueling group 768
Receives DARTM's contact reports amplifying eneay forces

first to nine and then to at least eleven enenT ships 769
Receives ICEFISHK a contact of previous day on two heavy

cruisers and three destroyers 769
Believes correctly ICEfSH and SHARK's contact reports are

both on Japanese SECOND Striking Force 769
Reestinmtes present situation determine whether or not his

plans are adequate 769-770
Decides present plans are inadequate to guard approaches

through Philippines 771-772
Reassigns TG's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4 along the eastern littoral

of the Philippines 772
Discussion thereon 772-773
Fails give coverage enery moving from north or northeast 773
Issues no special instructions to CTG 30.5 to investigate

intelligence reporting Japanese force 773
Decides not to change CrG 38.1's orders 773
Discussion thereon 773-775
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 776-783

(a) Operations of CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 776-777
CCOBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100

joins TG 38.4 776
Composition TG 38.4 776-777
CTG 38.1 notifies COMNA(BASE Ulithi of impending

arrival with TG's 38.1 and 38.4 777
CTG 38.4 ordered operate off Samar 777

(b) Operations of CTG 38,2 778-780
Receives instructions from COMTHIhDFLT directing him to

operate about ninety miles due east Polillo Island 778
Effects rendezvous with fueling group and commences

fueling 778
Is now to operate off eastern entrance San Benardino

Strait 778
Use of phrase "unless otherwise directed" discussed

herein 779
Detaches BUNKER HILL, STEPHU4 POTTER, and BENHAM to

proceed Ulithi 780
Composition TG 38.2 780

(c) Operations of CTG 38.3 780-782
Learns CTF 38 with TG 39.3 directed proceed station

ninety miles due east Polillo Island 780
Detaches COMBATPAC in WA$'HINGTON with AlABAMA and

D:.SDIV 100 to join C-T 38.4 781
Composition TG 38.3 781
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Learns movements other groups TF 38 but does not know
new assignment TG 38.2 782

Receives numerous contacts on Allied forces 782
(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance, and

Photographic Group) 782-783
Continues air searches from Kossol Passage, Saipan and

Tinian which as of 1042 are negative 782
Attacks merchant ships while on search 783
Discussion thereon 783

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 783-787
Realises enemy surface units heading Luzon have likely entered

his area 783
Receives dispatch from BESUGO effect patrolling plan for BESUGO

and RONQUIL has been changed to cover Bungo Suido 783
Discussion thereon 783-784
Receives report DARTER has encountered three "probable battleships"

in Southern Palawan Passage 784-785
Learns DARTER now reports enemy force composed of at least eleven

ships 785
Notifies CCMTHIRDFLT BONEFISH will arrive Saipan October 27th with

rescued airmen 785
(a) CONVOY CCLLEGE 785
(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa 785-786

TANG sinks three cargo ships 785-786
(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa 786
(d) MAM HOWOUB -86
(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo 786

CROAKER sinks cargo ship 786
(f) HIT PARADE 787

BESUGO and RONQUIL take stations across entrance Bungo Suido 787
(C) China - Burma - India Theater 787

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force 787
Day searches as of 1042 negative 787

CHAPTER VIII - J OA E OPERATIONS, .00O 2 October 23rd 788-853

(A) Operations cf CinC Combined Fleet 788-840
Learns that Qommander SIXTH Base Air' Force has arrived at Manil* 788
Warns its c•,m enders to give special attention activities Allicd

submsrince 788
Learns CownAnder SEQOND Striking Force's plan for penetration operation 789
Become aware SECOND Striking Force plans enter Surigao Strait five

hours aP'4er THIRD Section 789
Receives :ontact and RUF reports largely on Allied submarines 789
La ern A(3A. torpedoed 790
Contact ;eports reveal little change in position and number Allied

carrie '.s 79)
Learns P/ain Force conczactpd by Japanese plane 791
Dis~cuss cn thereon 791
Receive additional ,.:ontacts on Allied suhma"ines and surface craft 791
Lear*s TAKAO torpedoed 7)I
Obser'es enemy awarv, location two of his task ir!rcnps 792
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(1) Operations of Womiander FIRST Striking Force 793,4024ATAGO struck by torpedoes in Palawan Passage (sinks at 06;j) 753

Transfers flag to KISHINAMI 794
Learns TAKAO and MAYA also torpedoed 794
Owing poor communication facilities decides transfer flag to kAMAiC 794-795
Diucussion thereon 795
Knows command transferred to COMBATDIV ONL 795
Learns CCMBATDIV ONE has assumed conmand 79c
Learns 0CMBATDIV MiE has informed high command o4' uanage suffered 797
Vital information must get through to appropriate personnel with

minimum delay 797-'t99

Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetration
operation "/98

Receives nizaerous contact reports 798
(a) Operat. ons of Commander Main Body 799. -822

Receives sereral 1DF fixes on Allied submarines 799
Hears extremely loud submarine radio transnmission 7t$-800
Main Body contacted by DARTER and DACE 800
Fails take adequate A12 countermeasures 800
Dis cussion thereon 801-803

Fails launch airc,-&ft 804
Discussion thereon 804
ATAGO, TAKAO struck by torpedoes E'0-805
Action to be taken upon submarine sightink discussed herein 805-806
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Section 806-818

Commences radical course changes because &-f submarine 806-8RI
ATAGO sinks (0653) 807
Observes MAYA explode and sink (0705) 808

Boards KISHINAMI 808
Reestimates situation as regards TAKAO 808
Delays in increasing speed 808

Discussion speed as an A/S defense 809-810
Directs BATD!V THREE and NOSHIR0 dispatch No. I A/S

Patrol Group 810

Ships commence launching aircraft 811
Discussion cruising disposition 812
Transfers command to C(MBATDIV ONE 813
CXMBATDIV ONE estimates situation 814
NAGANAMI and TAKAO ordered Brunei Bay effect emergency

repai rs 814
Discussion thereon 814-815
Assigns ASASHIMO and NAGANAMI to escort TAKAO 816
Learns some aircraft FIRST1' Recco Unit have been launched 816
Informs units of change of command 817
Cancels A/s and A/A aircraft dispositions ordered by

FIRST Striking Force 817
Releases BATDIV ONW SigOpOrd No. 16 organizing air patrols 817-818

Steueives numerous contact reports 18
(2) Operations of C;ommatder SECOND Section (COMBATDIV THREE) 818-P22

Commences making radical course change upon torpedoing of
ATAGO and TAKAO and settles on course which would pass
over area where ships torpedoed 818-819

Discussion thereon 819
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Orders FIRST Recco Unit to take off as soon as ready and
carry out missions after neutralizsing enemy submarines 820

Observes MAYA torpedoed anc turns away 820
Discussion Cosm-nders decisions 821-822

(b) Operations of Commander THIRD Section 822-824
Air cover provided by land-based aircraft 822
Leamrn Commander SECOND Striking Force's per'-tration

operation plan 822
Advises hift coammand of SECOND Si~riking Force' 3 plans 823
Discussion Command Relationships between Commander's THIRD

Section and SECOND Striking Force 823-824
Realizes SECOND Striking Force plans operate well separated 824

(2) Operations of Commander Main Force 824-831
Receivev dispatch from CofS SIXTH Ease Air Force pointing out

Main Porce is dependent on 801st Air Group for forward and
southern flank searches 824

Receives contact report of enemy carrier force 825
ISUZU sights submarine 825
Launches air search 825
Sights unidentified carrier-piane 825
Belatedly changes disposition from anti-submarine to anAi-aircraft 826
Discussion thereon 827
Sights Japanese patrol plane which mistakenty reports Main Force

as enemy 828
Discussion thereon 828
Search pl&xe reports attacking unidentified submarine 828-829
Discussion difficulties due difference maximum speeds within command 829-830
Receives numerous reports concerning Allied units 830
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force 831

(1) Operations of Commatmer FIRST Supply Group 831
En route Koniya (Amanni 0 Shima) 831

(2) Oporations of Commander SECOND Supply Group 831
Preparing sortie Kure this day P31

(3) Operntions of Comnander Advanced Expeditionary Force 832
Available submarines (11) en route assigned positions 832

(4) Operations of Coniander SW Area Fcrce 832-849
Watching developing situation closely from his headquarters

in Manila 832
Learns AOBA Lorpedoed off Manila Bay 833
Reestimates situation relating thereto 833
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force attack aborted becwais. od weather 833
Rtceives numerous contacts on enemy forces ()argely submarines) 834
Directs two SC's proceed aid AOBA P34
Issues DesOpOrd No. 687 clarifying organization and "rdssý nn

SECOND Striking Forr.e 835
Learns AOBA being towed by KINU 836
Receives three additional contact reports 836
(a) Operations of Commander SE(COND Strikikp, !:n-,z 836-8-38

Learns AOBA torpedo-d off Manila A3I
Changes course pass clear AOBA's Position 837
Learns AOBA being tow'.d h-7 KINU 838
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(1) Operations of CCMCRUDIV SITEEN 838-84I
Discussion cruising disposition 838-839
AOBA torpedoed by BRM 8.939
Decides have KD!U •ow AORA commencing at dawn 840
Wisdom this decision discussed herein 840-841
KINU commences towing &t 0815 841-
Raports towing has commenced 841

(b) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air For,ýe 842-8947
Notifies all commands of itis movement to Hanila 842
Advises Main Force dependent on 801st Air Group for forward

and southern flank searches 842
"4ot familiar with land-based operations in support Main Force 842
Reestimates situation 843
Issues instructions to certain air units 843
Learns AOBA torpedoed 844
Likely launched his air searches 844
Units depart attack Allied carriers east of Philippines,

planes available less than 150 845
Mort 1,usihs abr.rt due bad weather 845
._iied force in Leyte Gulf sighted by search plane 845-846
Directs commanders Clark Field complex maintain CAP over area &'+6
Discussion over supervision planned action 846
Discussion possible success Kamikaze a•tacks and effect on

SIXTH Base Air Force 847
(c) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 847-849

Decides disperse widely Kamikaze units 847-8
Learns AOBA torpedoed 848
Learrns Kamikaze inits depart attack carriers 848-849
Leanis SIXTH Base Air Force attack aborted due weather 849
Receives contact on Allied forces in Leyte Gulf 849

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 850-853
Learns C.G. SECOND Air Division issuo-s order A-210 which implemented

A--20Y7 of preceding day r550-851
Air units deploy to previously assigned bases 852
Composition FOURTH Air Army 852
Oneraticnal attack ai,-craft likely less than 150 planes 853
Making preparations i.%ove headquarters to Bacolod later in tbe day P53

CHAPTER IX - ýFIAOGUE 8S4

APPENDIX I ALJLID CfRGANILATION AT 1042 CU-)BER 23RD,
BATTLE FOR LEYTE (k LF 855-883

APPENDIX II ORGANIZATION OF JAPANESE FCWES3 AT 1042
OCTOC r.R 23RD, BATTLE FUR LLYTE GULF 884-888

APPENDIX III AIR AND SURFACE OPFRATIONS ,iRLA,; OF RhS;PONSIB1LITY 889-891

APPFENDIX IV JAP•,N, A IHCEAFT 892

APPENDIX V AFRi-{EVIATIOI1!5 I,.;4• IN THI23 WRK 893-894

APPENDIX VI AM.l1ED WN1MENICATIONL;, GIN2POA, WOMSO'.'TSPAC,
,XOMTHIh[)bLT AND ("MgEVENTHFLT 895-900
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ALL TIMES IN THIS ANALYSIS, EXCEPT ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES

ARE ZONE TrME (-9)

ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES ARE GREMICH CIVIL TIMnE

The t me of receipt of many dispatches, both Allied and Japanese, has
been genfally unavailable to this analysis. In order to compensate for
this, it has been assumed from an average time of receipt of a number of
important dispatches that, unless otherwise stated, important dispatches
concerning operations were received by action addressees in one-half hour
when handled via direct circuits, Such assumed times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase "at about", while actual times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase uat (time inserted)". While this assumption may
seem somewhat generous, a study of this analysis will show that where such
assumptions are made the result of later receipt (such as one hour or more)
would have caused little or no change in the basic study.

Often the time of receipt is known for one command but is not known for
other commands, When this much information is available an analysis of the
commander under discussion is made to determine whether or not it was likely
he received the dispatch on the same transmission as the coim.ander with the
known tine of receipt. Such items as location, coumand organization,
importance of command and importance of the dispatch are considered. When

appropriate it is therefore assumed that sevxral coomanders received a

particular dispatch at the same time, in which case this assumption is so

indicated in the text.

In order to summarize evntact information each contact plate lists in

tabular form time of contact, location and the time of receipt by the
principal comnmanders. The abbreviation "Rec'd" in the time box indicates
the report was probably received; exact time unknown. The time box left

blank indicates either lack of information as to receipt or the contact was
considered of lesser concern to the coymnander. Where applicable the one-

half hour transmission time assumption explained above, has been applied to
contact reports and those receipt times recorded.

SIt will be noted that some Allied Air Force dispatches employ local zone

time, in which cases the zone designating letter (I) is suffixed to the
date-time group.
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(a) Southwst Pacific Area I
Commander Southwst Pacific Area (CcOmSOWSPAC) General MacArthur,

Douglas A., USA

Chief of Staff Lt. General Sutherland,

Richard K., USA

* Coraider Allied Air Force SOWESPAC Lt. General Kenney

.(COWAIFSOW AC) Georb, C. (AC), USA,

Chief of Staff Brigadter General Beebe,
Boyden E., (AC), USA

Commander Allied Naval Forces SON-SPAC Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
(CANMVSOSPAC) Thomas C., USN

Chief of Staff Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H., USN

Commander SEVENTH Fleet (COMSEVENTHPLT) Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USN

Chief of Staff Commodore Schaefferr
Valentine H., USN

Comuandlvg General SIXTH Army Lt. General Krueger,
Walter, USA

Chief of Staff Brigadier General Decker,
George H., USA

Commander Central Philippines Attack Force Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
(;CF 77) Thoms C., USK

Chief of Staff Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H., USi

Comannder Bombardment and Fire Support Group Rear Admiral Oldendorf,
(CTG 77.2) Jesse B., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Bates, Richard
W., USN

Cow•ander Escort Carrier Group (CTG 77.4) Raar Admiral Spra,•ue,
Thomas L., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Carson,
Joseph M., USN
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Cinmmder Dinagat Attack Group (1G0 78.4) Rear Admiral Struble,
Arthur D., USK

Chief of 3taff Captain Abdill,
.vrett W., USN

Commander Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group* Comander Loud, Wayne
(CTG 7'•.5) R., USN

Comader Northern Attack Force (CTF 78) Rear Admiral Barbey,
Daniel E., o S

Chief of Staff Commodore Noble, Albert

G., USN

Camaider Palo Attack Group (CTG 78.1) Rear Admiral Barbey,
Daniel E., USN

Chief of Staff Comnwdore Noble, Albert
G., USM

Comander San Ricardo Attack Group (CTG 78.2) Rear Admiral Fechteler,
William M., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Sprague, Albert
T., Jr. , wav

Conmander Southern Attack Force (CTF 79) Vice Admiral Wilkinson,
Theodore S., USN

Chiof of Staff Comodc -e Powel2,
Paulus USN

Cownwader Attack Group ABLE (CTG 79.1) Rear Admiral Conolly,
Richard L., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Moore,
Walter E., USN

Comander Attack Group BAKER (CTG 79.2) Rear Admiral Royal,
Forrest B., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Dugan, Paul
F., USN

SSince no Chief Staff Officer was assigned 'AG 77.5 thi' ftinction was
performed as additional duty by Lieutenant Roy E. Daly, USNR.
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Caanuder Subeurines SEVMTH Fleet Rear Admiral Christie,.
Ralph W., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Nichols, Philip
G., USN

Conaneder Submarines West Australia (CTF 71) Rear Admiral Christie,,4
Ralp. ., " US

Chief of Staff Captain Nichols, Philip
G., USN

(b) Pacific Ocean Areas

CinC Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPOA) Admiral Nimitz, Chester
W., US? N

Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Nic orris,
Charles H., USN

Commander Western Pacific Task Forces Admiral Halsey, William
F., Jr. USN

Chief of Staff Rear Admiral Carney,
Robert B., USN

Commander THIRD Fleet (CKTHIROFLT) Admiral Naliey, William
7., Jr. USN

Chief of Staff Rear Admiral Carney,,
Robert B., USN

Commander FIRST Carrier Task Force (CTF 38) Vice Admiral Mitacher,
Marc A., USN

Chief of Staff CoRmodore Burke, Arleigh
A., USN

Coamander Forard Area Central Pacifdic Task Vice dmiral Hoover,
Force (CTF 57) John H., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Scull, Herbert
M., USN

Commander Shore-Based Air Force Major General Hale, Willis
Forward Area (CT? 59) H., (AC), USA

Chief of Staff Colonel Carr, Lawrenist
J., (Ac), USA
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Co~lw.endr Submariunes Pacific Pleat Vice Admiral Laookood4,
(CG(SUBAC) (CT? 17) Charles A., USN

Chief of Staf Coducro Comatock,
Nsrr~i). USN

(c) China-fta,4a"ndia Theater

CG Armwy Forces CBI General Stilwell, Jok~,,p
W., USA

Chief of Staff Brigadier Ganera1 Cw t,
Robert, X., USA

CG FOURTEENM kMr Force 3Kajor Gerteral Ch~annaut,,
Clifre L., (AC) USA

Chief of Staff Brigadior Gen~era~l Glenv ,
Edgar Eý, USA

CG TWENTIETH Bomber COamanar Kao Gtavl Le~av. Curt~i~
E, "AC) L."A

Chief of Staff Brl gaciý,r LOenavwaZ Upeti..,
Joh i~ USA

JAPANFES

Connander-irk-Chief (:ombined Fleet Adtmiral Z'Z~ta, &eu, IJN

C~onmander Kobile Forot Vize AaiJ,ýr 5ad
4,1.tvauro, MM

Chief' of S3taff he, Admina r C , lyavv.,

Commarviez Aa~in Force V'ice ~i~a
Ji satPaýs, IJN

Chi ef ox&' Staff hteAr AlM5 , 1 Obyuehi,
StAeo, ION

Commnadxlr 1rIRS StrikitV, Force Vi~~Admix5,\1 MdiritA,
T"a:xi, I JN

Chief' of Staff Rear Admiral og
Teii 1JN
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Ccinnder =% Btriking Force Vice Admiral Shims,
Kiyohide, IJU

Chicfo tf Rear Admiral Matsu~moto,

Takeshi, IJN

C-4wawAer Advance Upqeditionary Force Vice Asdiral Miws,
ShigMoshi, IJN

(aief of Staff Rear Admiral Nishina,
Kozo, IJN

Ccinander Soaathwost Arta Phre Vice Admiral iMikava,
Ounich-p IJN

Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Nishio,
Hlidehiko, IJN

Commnunder THIRlD Southern Expexditionary Force Vice Admiral Nikava,
(Philippine 'Force) Ouinichi, 1JN

Chief of Staff Rear Admiral Shimainoto,
Kyugoro, IJN

Commander FIFTH B~ase Air Force Vice Admiral 'feraoka,
Kimped, 1J1

Chief of St aff (;uptain 00ahara,
TohihiOws, IJn

Coim&nder SIZTN B~ase Air Force Vice Admuiral FPzkidome,
Shigeru, I'm~

Chier oft Staff Rear Admiral. Suginw'to,

Utihie, WN

CinCSouteim rv7Field Marshal. Terauchi,
CinCSoutt~n~Arn ~Hisaichi, 1JA

Chie~f of Staff L.General limura,
Jo, IJA

CG 103RE&KTH( Area AMy General Yamashita,
Toinoyuki, IJA

CGPLKIRTH Air AruW Lt. General Torninaga,
Kyoji, IJA

Chitif of ý5tatf Lt. General Terada,
6eiicht, IJA
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(g) SoUthern AnW~ Field Marshal Terauchi, Hisaichi

(1) FOURTH Air Army Lieutenant General Tominaga, K.yoji

(a) SECOND Air Division Lieuterant General Kinoshita, Isam

(b) FOURTH Air Division Lieutenant General Kinoshita, Isamu*

(c) SEVENTH Air Division

Il- mine Air (4Jý ýt i, Phase II, Page 40. It is beliewed Lieutenant General
• i .cruita n,.tuiiani> I 17oth ýiiý 'iorna after aseuming command of the 2ND Air
v t-on voien its ýrigina[ i -manrer was wounded on 0ctober 19th, 1944.
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-NTRODUCTTON

Volume I of the study of the B '.tle for Leyte Grif covers p rel.minary
operations of this battle on both the Allimi an• Japanese sides ýzitil 071?
October 17th, 1944. This was the moment when Japanese lookouts on Suluan
Island at the entrance to Leyte Gulf made a contact report un A1D ie'i ourface
forces entering Leyte Gulf. These Allied surface forces were the advanct
forces of the SkVLNTHFLT which had beer ordiered, commencing D-3* day (October
17th) to prepare the way for the seizure by the 31XTH Army of certain areas
on Leyte Island preparatory •C sclaing the Philippines. (A th.ro'gh brief
of Volume I is contained in the Introdu4ion to Volume II).

Volume II of this study covers the thre6-day period of operations from
D-3 through D-1 day (2400 October 19th).

(A) Allied.

(a) Advance Force 1) seized Suluan Island at the entrance to Le;te Gulf
and also seized positions on southern Homonhon and northern Dinagat Islands,
(2) destroyee by gunfire and air bombardment enemy personnel, instal)atlons
and facilities along the east coast of Leyte anid, especially with'-. the
selected landing areas (in the vicinity of Palo and Dulag), (3) reconnoite-ed
with UDT' s the approaches to the above selected landing areas and reported
them as satisfactory, (4) cleared most of the objective area of minee
(actually all mines swept were in Area -VF" at the entrance to Leyte Gulf.
Here in these three days the minesweepers swept 190 mines all of which
proved to be of the chemical horn contact type), (5) mste a hydrographic
survey and installed a number of navigationavl aids;

(b) Covering and 3upport Forces (1) hit the Clark Field Complex, the
Manila area of Luzon, and the shippinr in the Manila area heavily by air
strikes on the 18th and 19th (TF 38 planes), (2) hit the Takao area of
Formosa by an air strike on the 17th (TWENTTEIý| Bomber Command), (3) hit
the western Visayas by air strikes (Negros, Cebu. Pan..y) heavily on the
18th and 19th (TG 77.!+), (4) made rm-nnaissance searches throughout the
area, (5) made by both air and submarine a number of impot.-ant contacts,
notably on the SECUND ",triking Force en route Maxo, this latter by submarines.

During this period (a) COMTHIRUDFLT sent two dispatches to Cui••.K(M51.C
warning of the likelihood oi Tokyo Express operations by tht enemy in Support
of the Leyte garrison, (b) the' ilied amphibicu, forces continued on toward
Leyte and at 2400 October 19th were aýready penetrating into Le,,te Gulf.

In strategic coamnaw of all fol-ces in the 6OWcSPAC are, was C(JMXOiO •PAC
with his headquarters at Hollandia but who at this tim- was iL the cruiser
NAiHVI124,, entering Leyte Gulf.

* Although Cklkvol!,,PAC emplol/ed the .erm A-day rather +Ian D-day, the
latter is eniploytod t u~gh this analysin •o foll. w the more fauiliar
military usage.
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(B) Japanese.

Because they felt that the Allied landings on Suluan, Homonhon and
Dinagat Islands appeared to be part of an invasion move against the central
and southern Philippines, and because they had contacted four enemy carrier
groups off Luzon, the Japanese High Command decided on October 18th that
there would be a landing in the Philippines. The Navy activated SHO One at
1701 and the Army activated it for 0000 the following day.

Meanwhile the Naval High Command commenced concentrating the principal
air strength of the SIXTH Base Air Force in Formosa preparatory to moving it
to the Philippines-restored CARDIV THRif air units still in Japan and
CARDIV FOUR units at Oita and Kagoshima Air Bases capable of operating from
carriers to CARDIV THR&, and transferred the sadly depleted T-Force to
CinC Combined Fleet.

On October 19th the Navy informed the Army that preparations were under-
way for the Combined Fleet penetration into Leyte Gulf. Surprisingly this
plan was opposed by the Chief of the Army General Staff who proposed that
the Navy adopt a policy of conserving fleet strength. As a result of this
disagreement no conclusions were arrived at, The Navy therefore persisted
in going ahead with plans for the penetration operation-the Army, on the
other hand, persisted in opposing such an operation. Also since on this
day the air forces operating in the Philippines had contacted many Allied
forces concentrating on Leyte Gulf, the Naval High Command became convinced
that the Leyte landing was to be the main landing and was not a diversion
nor a reconnaissance in force.

The Japanese surface and submarine forces operated as follows:

(a) FIRST Striking Force sortied from Lingga-Singapore at 0100 October
18th and headed for Brunei Bay where it was to arrive on the 20th,

(b) SECOND Striking Force sortied from Amami 0 Shima at 0530 October
18th and headed for Mako (Pescadores Islands) where it was to arrive also
on the 20th, and

(c) Mait Force in the Inland Sea continued preparations for sortie which
was planined for the 20th; the Advanced Expeditionaiy Force sortied eight
submarines of the 8 Group on October 19th.

The Japanetse air furces operated as follows:

(a) FIFTrH &ase Air Force continued preparations for the defense of the
Philippines by (1) launching seventeen sorties on October 18th anti five on
October 19th aga'ný;t Allied carriers aid shipping and by launching Lonw, rargo
searches on October 19th which contacted in their range, mo:it of the Allied
forces approaching the Leyte area, and (2) oruparing base facilities for the
denlonmnent of the izXTfi Base Air Force there. At 2400 October 19th the FIl'if
Base Air Force had forty planes operational out of sixty-seven available,
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(b) SIXTH Base Air Force continued its preparations for moving to the
Philippines. On October 19th the commander (1) issued orders for the SHO
One decisive battle, (2) directed his conmmnd to move to the Philippines on
October 21st and 22nd and launch attack operations on October 22nd and 23rd,
and (3) advised the principal commands that he had on Formosa at 0800 this
day 395 aircraft of which 223 were operational. At 2400 October 19th the
SIXTH Base Air Force had about 505 operational planes out of 842 available,
and

(c) FORTH Air Army continued its operations in defense of the Philip-
pines by launching five air strikes against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf
and by conducting short range air searches which supported the long range
air searches of the FIFTH Base Air Force. At 2400 October 19th the FOURTH
Air Ar•m had fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available.

In strategic command of all Naval forces including Naval air forces was
CinC Combined Fleet who was en route from Formosa to Hiyoshi (Kyushu) but
who at 2400 October 19th was at Omura Kyushu where he had been forced to
stop for the night, because of bad weather.

A Brief Narrative of the 0000 20 October -. i0 23 October P'hase of the

Battle for Leyte Gulf

(1) Operations on October 20th.

(a) Alled.

During the early hours the Allied amphibious forzes entered Leyte

Gulf. At this time, CTF 77, who had arrived with these forces, assumed
commiard of all operations in the objective area. 'he advance group was then
dissolved anu its several components reported to v rious command.3 to continue
their functional tasks, arid the F3 groups and air support groups comenced
conducting the final pre-lanling bombardments as scheduled.

At 1O0 CTF 78 landed the ThNTh Corps on schedule on the northern
beaches in the vicinity of Tacloban with only limited opposition. The
INTY-FOURTBH ivision landed on WRAD Beach (Palo), while the F'iitT Cavalry
Division Linded on W1TTE Beach (San Ricardo). Meanwhile the To'•NTY'-FlY0T
Infantry Hegiment had landed unopposed at GitJN Beach (Panvion).

SSimilarly CTF '/9 landed the TWENn-FOUR'TH Corps on the nouthern
beaches, in the vicinity of Dulag, also withi only limited opposition. The
;EVtTH Infantr< Diviaion landed on V]OGL1T ino Y6LU,OW Beaches, while the

NIN*hTY-JXTH Infantry [)ivi'Aon landed on ORANGE and IILUE Beaches.

This success in landing unopposed, or with only I1 imted opposition,
was not due entirely to the effectiveness of Oie Allied preltmirvary air and
gunfire tbombariments, but Vas also due to the fact, that the Japanese troops
in the Dulag ind Tacloban areasn were not in their deferist, ponition5 but
I.sLead had *Ihdrawyn to safer po:iAtion until the prel hminary bombardm(:nrtn
had onded. Th- lillied Landinrs occurred fa,;t*,r than had been witlm:,ttd.
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SThe unloading of additional trc, p3, supplies, and equipment
followed soon after the assault waves, and by early a~terncon general
unloading had cozmenced. Somp delays were encountered in the unloading uf
material over rarious beaches.

Also in early afternoon CUtSOWESAC with his party went ashore to
Iiispect the progress --' operatý.ons at the northern beaches and to broadcast
his return to the people of the Philippines, returning to his flagship at
1600. Near the day' s end he reporte(c to COMINCh that the Leyte landing had
been most successful, that operations were proceeding according to schedule
wi -h very light losses, and that avhile heavy enewy mortar fire had been
encouin ired no eaemy heav;-r shore artillery had been located.

At 1430 tht C.G.'s TWENTY-FOURTH Infanrrit. Division and FIRST Cavalry
Division and at l750 C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division asiumed command
ashore, illustrating the ra'cidity with which operations progressed.

At 1615 ta HONOI ULU was torpe,.oed by ar enemy plane.

By 1800 the Fanaon phase of the operation had been completed. CTG
78.3 then withdrew most of the naval forces participating therein and pro-
ceeded to:'ard the specified rend3zvovs with the unloaded transports of TF 78
which he was to conduct "r,.n Leyte Gulf to the rear areas. These numbered
fifteen transports and five LSD' s I -om the nirthern beaches; none departed
the southern beaches.

During the day (a) the Ebcort Carrier Group (TG 77.',.) made a
significant contribution to the operations by provriding direct air support
of 305 sorties and air cove- of 132 TCAP, and twenty target ASP sorties;
with losses of but two VF and five Vr a rcraft, (b) Allied submarine3 carried
out their routine o~erations making no contacts of unusual importance. How-
ever, certain submarines were off station; with the result that (1) the
Japanese Main Force sortied Bungo Suido unobserved at 1735 this day, and (Z)
the Japanese FIR3T Striking Force entered Brunei Bay also unobserved at 1200,
(c) the minesweepers swept thirty-two chemical horn moored mines irn Area
64EI-XP gi-vJng a four day total of 222 mines, and (d) the ir elements of the
jOWE,3PaC f'oroer continued their operations in general support of t•ie KING 1l
operations, perrorming searches, reconnaissance strikes and auxiliary tasks
in various areas.

-CI4TIrIRDFLT during this day, noting that enemy reaction in strength
wa-q ,icager, does noL scow to have been unduly concerned about the situation
for he directed two of his carrier groups to fuel on the morrow, and the
ra:tnir'g two to operate in a covering position off 3an Bernardino Strait.
However, he wa-s clearly becoming more and more concerned over operation
H(Yl1j(T (air strikes on the Japanese Homelan'yd) and over the fact that his
pilotsi were showing combat fatigue. in this latter connection, he haa
received a report during the forenoon that FIThERON EIGHif' in the BUNKrM HILL
was.- "practically 1,00 per cont suffering from combat fatigue".

"1TF 38 oe this day continued to operate in active support as follows:
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(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 (under CTG 38.1 as OTC) (1) furnished two
direct support, strikes of 101 planes each which attacked ground targets
"behind the southern beaches and (2) flew several fighter aweeps, totaling
forty-four pl1.4es, -r neutralization missions against Japanese airfields in
the western Visayas tund northern Mindanao, and

(b) TG•s 38.2 and 38.3 rendezvoused at noon in an area about 200
miles no-theast of San Bernardino Strait where they operated in a covering
position and ftrm where they flew morning and afternoon searches to thenorthwest which were negative as far as enemy contacts were concerned.

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pac3fic Search Plan

with negative results. TG 30.3 continued onward toward Ulitoi undisturbed.

No contacts of importance were made by the FOURTEENTH Air Force
planes, with the result tnat only one contact was forwarded 4o Allied
commanders, i.e., that on five large unidentified ships, heading eastward
in the South China Sea.

(b) Japanese.

During the morning (a) the Chief of the Army Genera3. Staff who had
violently opposed the Combined Fleet penetration into Leyte Gulf at X1Is time
and who had refused to defend Leyte with other than the forces there now,
surprisingly reconsidered his position and decided that the army would defend
Leyte with the maximum ground forces which could be brought into thL area in
a manner similar to that which was originally planned for Luzon, (b) the
SECOND Striking Force arrived Make (0800) and shortly thereafter commenced
fueling from the oiler HYOEI MARU, (c) the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet
issued (at 0813) his overall battle plan which entailed primarily (1) the
FIRST Striking Force penetration to the Tacloban area at dawn on October 25tN
X-day; (2) the Main Force, in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force,
maneuvering in the area east of Luzon so as to divert the enemy to the north
and, should a favorable opportunity arise, attacking and destroying the
enamy; (3) Commander SW Area Force, who commanded all -iaval air forces
concentrated in the Philipplnes, in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force,destroying enemy carrier and invasion forces; and (4) Comiander Si3,TH base

Air Force advancing to the Philippines, and under Comrb- SW Area Force,
launching an all out offensive against the enemy task forces on October 24th,
Y-day, (d) the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet also (1) suggested, at 1006,
to Commander FIRST Striking Force that he consider dividing his cowmand into
two groups to enter Leyte Gulf through San Bernardino Strait and Surigao
Strait, and (2) informed his commanders of the composition of Allied carrier
forces as compiled by POW interrogation. This irnformotion was remarkably
accurate, and (e) at 1145 CinC Compined Pleet finaily arrived at Hiyoshi
(Tokyo) having, completed the last leg of his long-delayed return flight
from Formosa.

During the afternoon (a) at 1200 the FIRST Striking Force arrived
Brunei Bay and by 1230 had comienced fueling the small units from the larger
unIts, (b) at 1400 the Main Force, with b,,. IV( planes, departel Sada Misaka
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aand headed for Bungo Suido through which it sortied undetected at 1735, (c)
at 16OU a contact report was made in beyte Gulf on twenty warships, seventy
largv ships and eighty smaller craft fy transports, (d) throughout the day a
numoer of contacts were received on Allieý forces outside Leyte Gulf, and (e)
a, 1802 CinC Combined Fleet assbmed direct command of the FIRST Striking Force
taereby, in effect, dissolving the MobiW Force.

The FIFTH Base Air Force, with but forty operational planes, con-
tinued limit-ed opevations for the defense of the Philippines by launching
small air attacks against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf ana Allied carriers
off the Gulf. ". nce it lost seven planes during the day and appears to have
received none, it enaed the day with thirty-three planes. At 2000 Vice
Admiral Onishi relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka as Commar.der FIFTH Base Air
Force and at 2347 he established the first Kamikaze Special Attack Corps.

The 61XT'i Base Air Force, in addition to issuing by dispatch the
essentials of tbo attack organization which listed 330 aircraft, corti'inued to
regroup -Lid to comp. 2te preparations for the planned movement to the
PhilippLaes.

The / OURTi AiJr Arry, with but fifty-five operational planes, also
continued operations against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf by launching
twenty sortie-, The SECOND Air Division issued its plan for the Philippines
Decisive Battle with the basic policy of committing the entire strength of
the division againiA, enemy forces landing ini the Philippines and to
annihilate them at any cost. Since some reinforcements were received during
the day and ai, losses were few, at end of the day the FOURTH Air Army had
increased it- operational aircraft to seventy-five planes.

(2) Operations of October 11st.

(a) Allied.

As a consequence of the excellent weatner and of Japanese weakness
the operations of the Allied forces, both ground and naval proceeded
satisfactorily although the progress of rnloiding s'upplies was slower than
expected. The principal damage to the Allied force this day was suffered
by the AUSTRALIA which was heavily hit by a suicide plane but otherwise
enemy air opposition was weak.

During the morning, 01*4OWVJaPAC went ashore at WHITE Beacn with the
Presidont of the Philippines to observe at first hand, operations ashore.
In the early afternoon, having visited Tacloban Airdrome, he returned to
his flagship NAMIHWILLE.

CTF 77 and hig principal ";ubordinate commanders were chiefly con-
ceric,' with (L) exp,.ditingW unlozding optYrationn, (,') reducing the en,.=y air
threi;.t over the obJ,!ctive area awi (3) impmoving logiAbi.c replenishment.

Aa regards item (1), difficulties continued to be encountered by both
CTF's 7"• arm' 7). týrF 78's difficulties lay largely in the uflol;Auing at REA)
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Beach where the lack of pontoon causeways and LCT's had restricted the un-
loading of LST' s but with the arrival of some of these units from the
southern beaches the rate of unloading improved. CTF 79's difficulties lay
largely in the unloading at ORANGE Beach where the shore party was in-
adequate.

As regards item (2), CTF 77 requested CTG 77.4 to conduct an *fter-
noon sween over the western Visayas and northern Mindanao. Coincidentally,
independent of this request CTO 77.4 was working out a similar proposal to
CTF 77 in order to reduce the frequency of harassing raids against his
escort carriers.

As regards item (3), there was a growing shortage of fuel, smoke
producing materials and bombardment ammunition. Arrangements were mnde xo
resupply from the fueling group off the entrance to Leyte Gulf.

iDuring the forenoon CTF 77 observed the arrival of the 14TB Group.
During the afternoon he (a) requested (1) at 1325 CTF 38 to provide an 8 VF
dusk CAP over the objective area on this and subsequent days. (COMTHIRDFLT's
peremptory denial of ti s request raised an interesting difference of opinion
between CTF 77 and himself regarding the manner in which TF 38 would support
the Allied landings, which was further emphasized by additional messages
from C.1THIRDFLT) and (2) at 1425 requested C.G. PIFTH Air Force to keep Coron
Bay under daily surveillance, to detect and destroy enemy shipping, and (b)
issued (1) as a precautionary measure against possible surprise penetration
by enemy surface forces into Leyte Gulf his }:: rbor Defense Plan Number ONE
which largely gave to CTG 77.- the responsibility for the night defense of
the Gulf, and (2) his daily operational sumnary reporc to COWX)Wi!3PAC wherein
he sta'.ed operations were proceeding according to plan.

On this day (a) certain Army commanders asscumed cummurd a.shore as
follows; (i) at 1300 C.G. jSVENTH Infantry Division and (,.) at I600 C.G.
TENTH Corps, and (b) numerous ships having completed discharging their
supplies departed at sundown for the rear area. Of 0rese ships seventeen
Ui)'r's and four cargo ships were from the noythern beaches and fourteen
transports and two LDA)'s were from the southern beaches.

A'.s) uurinp the day (a) the escort carriers provided 360 direct
su,,poit .;or.ies, forty-four attack sorties, 132 target C-AP sorties and twenty
ktuyet A-P sorties, with losses of but one VT aircraft, (b) Allied submarines

S•:drriec out their unua1 operation:i and made one important sighting, i.,.,
that by the JEADRAGON on the Japanese '.WON1) Striking Force about 1(X) mies
.;W of Forwosa. CTF 11 on this day advises ROCK, H')RGALL and DARThR (which
subraArines were not on station) that he planned to keep them on station for
a few mor-, days. Al L to.- RAMMERHHAD ha i withdrawn f rom the ;W approachis
to Brunei Bay with tie r,:sit that the f'- igroup from. ingapore passed
unuetected into Br'onei Riy, (c) the: mint sweepf.rs swept sixty-three chemical
honi moored mines in Area 5M'KcA' giving a five day total of A5 mines, a,•i
(d) the air elements oI kMkWI:i}AC forces contluued their onerations in general
support of ttw KING I. operitior,, performing searches, rcconnaissnrice, air
Sstrikes arni ý.ux I lIary tanks in v,-ri -. a rea•.
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During the forenoon CCMTHIRDFLT sent dispatches to interested
commanders where.i he advisGd that he was returning the BUNKER HILL to
Manus, largely to obtain replacement pilots, as well as to obtain replace-
ment aircraft as necessary.

Early in the afternoon, feeling that operations were proceeding
satisfactorily and that enemy opposition would be more in the natrire of
raids, including Tokyo Express runs, than of major fleet action, and
further feeling that the movements of Japanese naval forces in the South
China Sea showed that the Japanese might be planning to bring heavy forces
into the South China Sea, he decided that he might be forced by the demands
of the situation to move into that sea and therefore he queried COMSOWESPAC
as to "what is the earliest estimate for a safe route to that sea via
Surigao and Mindoro Straits".

Also during this afternoon apparently in part because of his
additional concern over (1) Operation H1YrFOOT and (2) the deterioration
of the air group in the BUNKER HILL, he queried COOSOWESPAC, saying in part,
that since his present operations were being restricted by the necessity for
covering the transports, etc., he desired early advice regarding the
withdrawal of such units to safe positions.

TF 38 on this day operated as follows:

(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 fueled and received replacement aircraft and
pilots and then headed for a rendezvous with TG 38.2 in vicinity Point READY,
and

(b) TG 38.2 struck Cebu, Masbate, Negros and Panay while TG 38.3
struck Luzon, Mindoro and Coron Bay. Two successive air strikes were made
preceded by a fighter sweep employing a total of 356 sorties for all
purposes. In addition to the above TU 38.2 conducted a morning and afternoon
search, and a combined photographic and anti-snooper search in order Lt con-
tact any enemy shipping moving along the coast of Luzon, all of which were
negative. Upon completion of the above TG 38.2 headed for Point REAUY and
TG 38.3 for Area MIt( where it was to fuel the next morning.

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search Plan
with negative results. On this day these plants do not appear to have
covered their sectors adequately although this did not have an adverse effect.

The FOURTEKNTH Air Force made numerous contacts, some on combatant
forLen including one carrier task force-but all of these contacts appear
to have been ertimated by CL4NAVGRPUC11NA as on merchant shipping.

(b) Japanese.

For the Japanese this was a day largely devoted to prepAe•ationr• for
the for-.4comlng penetration operation. CinC Combined Fleet, wbon•e major
forcee were not only comnitted but were either underway on this dLy or
would be on the morrow, still rad two Problems awaiting solutions. These

I, ýý) xAW W



were (1) whether to employ the SECOND Striking Force in the penetration
operation in support of the FIRST Striking Force, or to use it for counter-
landing operations, and (2) whether or not Commander FIRST Striking Force
would decide to divide the FIRST Strikinr Force into two groups.

Meanwhile Conmander FIRST Striking Force, while his command con-
tinued fueling and making preparations for t.he penetration operation, con-
tinued his deliberations as to whether or not to divide his forces into
two groups as suggested by Chief of Staff Combined Fleet. Finally having
decidcd to do so, and having decided on the plan of movement, he, at 1700,
assembled all unit conmmanders on board the flagship and issued to them his
written order for the penetration operation. In essence the order provided
for the force to separate into two groups, i.e., (1) the Main Body consisting
of the FIRST and SECOND Sections and (2) the THIRD Section. The Main Body
was to sortie from Brunei at 0800 October 22nd, proceed via San Bernardino
Strait to arrive in the vicinity of Suluan Island at 0400 October 25th and
then penetrate into the Tacloban anchorage. The THIUD Section was to sortie
at 1500 October 22nd, proceed via the Sulu and Mindanao Seas and, in
coordination with the Main Body, pass through Surigao Strait and penetrate
into the anchorage at dawn on October 25th.

The Main Force continued on on southerly courses. During the day
(a) Commander Main Force (1) advised his comrand about redio deception which
he planned to employ and which would be augmented by the possible transmission
of false messages by Tokyo radio and (2) conducted a forenoon search of nine
planes in the southern sector which search was negative, and (b) the force
lost three planes, thus reducing the planes in the conriand from 116 to 113.

The SECOND Striking Force (less CRUDIV SIXTEEN) completed refueling
at Mako and at 1200 detached DESDIV TWENTY-ONE to proceed to Takao to
transport ground personnel of the 31•TH Base Air Force to Manila. At 1600
the remaining units of the SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and
UtýRON ONE (less DESDIV NflCTY-ONE)) departed Make to arrive Manila morning
23rd. At 1710 ChUDIV JIXTEEN got underway from Brunei Bay in accordance
with orders from Commander SFJOND Striking Force to advance to Manila also
by the morning of the 23rd at the latest.

During the uny ntnerous contact reports and RDF fixes indicated that
(a) strong Allied carrier forces were continuing to operate to the eastward
of the Philippines, and (b) fourteen to fifteen battleships and cruisers
and eighty transports were still in Leyte Gulf. Also during the day one
additional submarine departed the Inland Sea, thus increasing to eleven the
sutnarines en route to the Philippine area.

The FIFTH base Air Force devoted the (Jay l argely to the organization
and preparation of the Kamikaze units. However, opcerations for the defense
of the Philippines were continued as well. These consisted of the launching,
of (1) a search-attack group of six planes to attack an Allied carrier task
group but which failed to locate the group and (2) thm firL Kamikaze unit
consisting of two fighter bombers escorted by one fighter to attack an
Allied carrier group. While tha rosults of this latter attack are unknown
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the fact that the attack was launched is of historical importance because it
marked the inauguration of regularly planned Kamikaze attacks. The FIFTH
Base Air Force seems to have lost nine planes on this day and to have
received none, thus ending the day with twenty-four planes.

The SIXTH Base Air Force continued its preparations for its movement
to the Philippines on the following day and for the general offensive
October 23rd, and during the forenoon Comaander SIXTH Base Air Force issued
his directive thereon. This order embraced 350 aircraft for movement to
the Philippines and forty-eight to be held on Formosa. As CinC Combined
Fleet had designated October 24th as the day for the general air offensive
(Y-day) the advancement of the offensive by one day by Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force seems to have been done because of the outlook for bad
weather in the Philippines on October 24th.

The FOURTH Air Army, while it continued air attack operations for the
defense of the Philippines by launching about seventeen sorties against
shippi.ng in Leyte Gulf, likewise readied itself for the forthcoming
offensive, which preparations culminated in the issuance by C.G. FOURTH
Air Army of his (1) Operation Order A-518 wherein he directed a full-scale
offensive against "enemy shipping engaged in landing operations in the
Leyte Gulf area", and (2) dispatch amplifying the above order. During the
day the SIXTH Base Air Force lost thirty-eight planes and appears to have
received none, thus ending the day with thirty-seven planes.

(3) Operations on October 22nd.

(a) Allied.

As a consequence of the continuing excellent weather and of the
"continuing weakness of the Japanese ground operations Allied and naval
operations continued satisfactorily although problems continued to arise
relative to the unloading.

CTF 77 was anxious to expedite the unloading as thils would expedite
the (I) depdrture of the unloaded ships and thereby reduce its period of
vulnerability to enemy attack and (2) assumptions of command ashore by
C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps and C.G. 3ILTH Army.

During the morning UW4•SOWESPAC went ashore to inspect at first hand
the conditions on the beach and to see how the ground offensive was pro-
grossing. On this visit with CAAF "OWEJPAC he inspected the ihulag Airarome,
recently captured.

CTF 78's principal problem this day related to the arrival of
heinforcement Group 0P. and the difficulties inherent in unloadiig the
fourteen LJT's destined for RED Beach. He decided to beach all RED beach
L'$T's on the Cataisan Peninrsula in which vicinity the vHITE Beach Li:T' had
been anleading a3 well. The problem here Jay in the fact th&t the unlo,;dAing
of the LiT'ls on Cataisan Peninsula naturally forced the delay !n the
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reconstruction of Tacloban Airdrome as the space required for the supplies

being landed would gradually embrace the air strip.
i CTF 79' s principal problem lay-with the unloading at ORANGE Beach

where the ineffectiveness of the shore party continued to be a strong
delaying factor and contributed toward C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps delay in
assuming command.

On this day, as on the previous days, numerous ships including certain
new arrivals with Reinforcement Group ONE completed discharging their cargos
and departed at sundown for the rear areas. Of these ships seven transports,
three cargo ships atid sixteen LST' s were from the northern beaches, and six
transports, two cargo ships, two LSD' s and one LSV were from the southern
beaches.

Also during the day the (a) escort carriers provided 242 direct
support sorties, forty-four attack sorties, 140 target CAP sorties and twenty
ASP sorties with a loss of eight VF and two VT aircraft, thus reducing
aircraft within the command to 313 VF and 190 VT, (b) Allied submarines
carried out their usual operations with certain submarines of (1) TF 17
contacting and attacking ineffectively (SEADRAGON) the Japanese 3ECOND
Striking Force and (2) of TF 71 (DARTER) contactirng CRUDIV SIXTEEN en route
Manila which it variously reported as "three unidentified large ships",
"three cruisers" and finally that the tops of one dimly seen was probably
a battleship, (c) the minesweepers swept sixteen chemical horn moored mines
in Area S&IEP giving a six day total of 301 mines, and (d) the air elements
of SO6ESPAC forces continued their operations in general support of the
KING II operations.

lt seems probable that sometime in the early forenoon CORiTHIRdFLT

was advised by CINCPAC that the restrictions imposed by the necessity of
covering the jOWL61PAC forces were accepted and that CCW4THI•WFLT was not to
move major units into Central Philippine waters without authority. During
the day which was largely uneventful GOUITHIRDFLT issued orders to his
com.iand which showed that he (1) planned to operate his I.rces more in
oistaiit support than in the immediate vicinity of the objective area, (2)
was not now anticipating a major fleet engagement, and (3) planne,.: r gradual
withdrawal of his forces from support of KING II in order to be prepared
and in po:;.ition for the next scheduled operation (H(YrFOOT).

Dispatches originated on this day reveal the difference in the
Mental attitudes between the principal comnanders at this time. On the one
hand CTF '77, concerned with the threat of enamy raiding forces, wa; desirous
of wintaining sufficient surface forces in Leyte Q-lif to cope with such a

:,hreat, while on the other hsand, C(MTh1ikWFLT seemed not too concerned with
such a threat but rather gave thought to (1) the possib~ilty of destroying,
a mijor portion of the enemy fleet arru (2) operation WOTFOOT in view of

whicii he had already ordered two groups to withdraw to Ulithi.

TF 38 opt~rated on this day at follows:
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(a) TG's 38.1, 38,,2 38.4 operated in the vicinity of Point READY
throughout the day. Except for the launching by CTG 38.2 of a morning 3NO
mile search in sector 29•0-3600(T), whlch search wao negative, the day's
operations were uneventful. Upon ccmpletion of the day's operation, CTG 38.2
headod for Point MICK to fuel while CTO' s 38.1 and 39,4 headed for Point
CONDOR, and

(b) TG 36.1 fueled and received replacement aircraft and pilots and
then headed for a rendezvous with TGO s 38.3 and 38.4 at Point CONDOM,

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search Plan
with negative reaults. On this day as on the previous day, these planes do
not appear to have covere'd their searches adeqtwtely. While on the previous
day this did not have an adverse effect, on thds Uay it may have had a most
serious effect for the Japanese Main Force, during a large part of the day,
fueled well within the area searched without detection.

The FOURWTENTH Air Force searches were ineffective, (a) the night
searches (OQtober 21st/22nd) because one plane ttrned back due to radar
difficulties; the other made no important contacts, (b) the day searches,
because of mechanieal trouble which caused both planes to return to base, and
(c) the night searcles (October 22nd/23rd) because 'f bad weather were
cancelled.

(b) Japanese.

CinC Combined Fleet learned daring the morning that Conmander FMIST
Striking Force had divide' his force in accordance with the quggestion
his Chief of Staff had made oL October 20th. le therefore now, had but
one major problem remaining in connection with the penetration operation,
iLe., how to employ the SECCND Striking Force. After detetoiuinig from
Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) that only CRUD.I SIXTEEN vWould
be needed in the counuterlanding operaation he decided to employ the WC()ND
Striking Force in the penetration operation. He th6n directed Comuarner SW
Area Force to order Commander SECOND Striking Fe<ce to (1) penetrate into
Leyte Gulf through Surigao Strait and (2) in so doing to cooperate with
Commanider F1IST Strik'ng Force. Later in the day, after receivirg several
RDF fixes on enemy sutxai-lnes, one of which was tin the Sibuyan Sea, he
advised his cominders that eney s'abmarines were apparently aseaublying
to cover the movements of the FIRST Striking Force and other unIts and
directed that the matter be given special attention.

Meanwhile, at Bnincl Bay, the FIRST Striking, Force had completed re-
fueling and, (a) at 0745 the Main Body (fiRST and SECOND Sections) cotumenced
getting undarwt.-y. After cleei.:ing the bay entrance the force formed into
cruising disposition and headed for Palawan Pass-age. At the tizne of sortia
Comnander Main Body had, within his ships, at least forty-one and probablyforty-five reconyaissantr seaplanes, and (b) the THIhID Section continued pre-

parations to depart Brunei Bay in the afternoon. Some time during the morn-
ipg Commander THUPJ) Section issued his plans for the penetrationr operation.
These were (1) his Operation Order No. I, wlhich directed the THIRD Section
to penetrata from Surigao itrait into TacloLin anchorage two hours before
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d&wn a.d (2)v his movement plan. At 1500 the THIRD Section sortied and Ci'ter
getAting well off shore in order to avoid submarines proceeded toward
Balabac StraiP. At this time Commander THIRD Section had within his ships at
least eight ad probably ten reconnaissance seaplanes.

Tifhe Main Force proceeded generally southward until about 1100 when
fueling was commenced on a course of 090 0 (T). At 1.200 Coamanier Main Force
estimated that even if the enemy carriers had moved as far south as San
Beimardino Strait it would still be necessary to divert the enemy to the
northast, He decided to employ radio deception to accomplish this. Upon
the completion of fueling late in the afternoon the force again resumed its
movement to the south and southwest. The fueling was slow and poorly executed
largely due to "inadequately trained destroyers". The air losses were also
heavy wiltn six carrier type attack planes failing to return from search
operations, thus reducing the planes in hih cormnand from 113 to l07,

The SSCOND Striking Force (less CRUDIV SIXTEEN which had been
assigned to counterlanding operations and ihich was en route Manila, and
DESRON TWENTY-ONE which was transporting SIXTH Base Air Force personnel to
Manila) was en route Manila when ordered by Commander SW Area Force to
penetrate into Leyte Gulf in cooperation with the FIRST Strixing Force, As
a result Commander SECOND Striking Force changed his plans and announced by
dispatch at 2000 his plan to (a) arrive and refuel at Coron Bay during the
evening of October 23rd, (b) sortie Coron Bay 0200 October 24th, and (c)
airrive at the entrance of Surigao Strait at 0600 October 25th. This last

* item is of particular interest because it is five hours behind the scheduled
entrance into Surigao Strait of the THIRd Section. He also, earlier in the
day, directed C(XDESDIV TWEWNT-ONE to rejoin him the morning of October 24th.

COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN continued on toward Manila. While en route COM-
CRUDIV Sl.XTt•rN learned that as Comimander SW Area Force Guard Force, he was
to move troops by transport from Cagayan (Mindanao) to Leyte and was to
arrive at Cagayan by evening of the 24th.

During the day, as on the previous day (a) numerous contact reports
and RDF fixes inticated that. strong carrier forces were continuing to operate
.o the eastward of the Philipnines, (b) the Visayas had been hit by Allied
ai.craft (100, naval report or 189, army report), and (c) the submarines
continued on toward the Philippines without incident. One submarine (1-54)
contacted some Allied ships (either TG 30.3 or TO 30.7).

The FTrrH B•se Air Force continued the preparation, org'anization and
deployment of the Kamikaze units. Having throughout this day but. twenty-
Tour plcnees, the force engagvd primarily in search operations and in
assistin%• in the base activities of the SiXTH Base Air Forc, and "i'"1 Force.
With the ,irrival of the SIXTP Base Air Force planes, considerable confusion
resulted bvcatise ma,iy of these planes landed on fields other than those
de,ýigrated.

The ;IXTH Base Air Fore cormienced early in the n:)rni•g to execute
its plan for t.hi movemcnt of its fighting strength to Luzon. The movement
was accoomplis:rd! in geineritl ac,,cordlnr, to plavm and at Ij)30 Commander S!XTH
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Base Air Force boarded his plane for Manila where he landisd at 1700 and
established his headquarters there. Upon arrival he reported to Commandir
SW Area Force, who, as directed by CinC Combined Fleet, was in command of all
air units in the Philippines, Considerable confusion attended the arrival
of 5IXTH Base Air Force aircraft at the Clark Field Complex where many planes
landed at the wrong fields and maintenance crews and aircraft were thus
separated. By the end of the day 197 of his aircraft had arrived in Luzon,
of which about nineteen were seaplanes.

the FOURTH Air Army, while it contioued air attack operations in
defense of the Philippines by launching eleven sorties against shipping in
Leyte Gulf, likewise continued to prepare itself for the coming offensive.
On this day, C.G. SECOND Air Division, which unit possessed the major air
strength, issued his operation order for the offensive October 24•th against
enery shipping in and around Leyte CGIf. This order (a) anticipated a
strength of about 173 aircraft for the initial attack, and (b) was un-
rnalistic in that it stated the objective was the destruction of 100 ships
ty the end of the first day and that for this purpose the division would
"thoroughly apply the principle of one plane for one ship". Also on this
day the FOURTH Air Army lost one and possibly two planes, and received
sixty-one planes, thus ending the day with about ninety-seven operational
planes.

By the end of the day the decision of the Army High Command to
defend Leyte with maximum strength had been communicated to the cormmanders
in the field. As a result C.G. FOUthTEENTH Area Army issued his
implementing directive.

(4) JOerations on October 23rd, 0000 - 1042.

(a) A ied.

As on previous night COt&;uWESiAC and CTF 77 in their respective
flagships natrolied eastern Leyte Guif and returned to the transport areas
in the early morning.

Certain contacts of the previous day had arousea CTF 77's interest
since they indicat-d t!iat Japanese operations o" some important nature
were unde•rway. Soon afxer midnight he comuliencf-d receiving from the DARTI,
contact reports on he-ivy ships in Palawan Passage, so that by 0800 he (a)
knew of Japanese combatant ships heading for the Coron Bay-Manila area,
includ!ng (I ) the Japanese SECOND triking Force arid po.ssibly another group
which had had a carrier torpedoed, (2) two groiups headiip, northward through
Palawanr Passage, one of which ircl tided battleships, (b) had been infolmed
of the movement of iairnraft into itizon on the pnivlPus day, and (c) had
inform•tion corcerninR (i) the .'> tie of the Japinese Main Force and/or its

iutri y Fore,' and (.2) oiler,', in Co.en Hay. Bringing his runninrg esthmate of
thef iustion utn to dale he, at 22i, having, decided that thes;e operations
were largely concerned with vo)kyo t,,xwiess operations against Leyte issue:d the
warning, distpatch "I regotrd Liv, ipproancth of ene+:my combatant ships :and U rit'ers

towan•l Coron Bay as the first oh, ie of the buil' up of inagnifiea Tokyo
itiLt.• r tai; a:wain st l,'yte, etc w mi, i marks- the cl,ýe of this volume, and
in whict: ht -Ved Cor a r a Li',u t rn£ t the atti)ve ottratirns,



Since (a) TF 78 expected to unload, on this day, the twenty LST7s and
one cargo ship remaining and expected to unload a small percentage rf the
cargos of the six XAK's, and (b) CTF 79 expected to unload most of tV'e firtc-in
large ships (seven transports, six cargo ships, one LSD and one LSV) and
fifty-nine LST's remaining, both TF's 78 and 79 remained at anc':or in order t-
continue unloading throughout the night. Unloading operations p,'oceeded
satisfactorily and by aid-morning the Army Reserve (381st RCT) had been landed.

By 1042 the (a) escort carriers had provided about sixty-nine direct
support sorties, twenty-four fighter sweep sorties, probably fifty-six target
CAP sorties and eight target ASP sorties with losses of two VF thus reducing
the aircraft within the command to 311 VF and 190 VT, (b) Allied submarines
carried out their usual operations. However the submarines of TF 71 made
some very important contacts, notably the DARTKR. This submarine commencing
at 0225 made a series of reports on an enemy force in Palawan Passage the
composition of which she reported at 0525 as a minimum of eleven ships.
Both the DARTZR and the DACE, which was operating with her, attacked the above
force (Main Body FIRST Striking Force) and sunk the ATAGO and MAYA and
heavily damaged the TAKAO, (c) the minesweepers continued to sweep on this
day and seem to have swept but one mine (chemical horn moored type), giving
a six and one-half day total of 302 mines, and (d) the air elements of
SOWESPAC forces continued their operations in general support of KING II
operations with negative results. However it seems that the plane in Sector
ONE of Search Plan FOX might have contacted the THIRD Section, FIRST Striking
Force which had Just passed through Balabac Strait, had the plane not been
shot down.

COMTHIRDFLT, in the light of contacts made on the previous day,
the significant dispatches exchanged on the previous two days, and the
contacts received soon after midnight, largely from the SHARK and DARTER,
decided to operate two fast carrier task groups (TPG's 38.2 and 38.3) closer
to the Philippines in order to extend to the westward the coverage of his air
searches, and at 0252 issued appropriate orders. As additional contact
reports from submarines (DARTER, D[UA, IGEFISH) revealed a pattern of in-
creasing Japanese reaction, he reestimated the situation and decided to (a)
employ three carrler task group (TG's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4) to cover the
Philippines, and (b) permit TG 38.1 to continue on to Ulithi to carry out its
scheduled replenishment. He, therefore, reca-lled TG 38.4, then -!n route
Ulithi for replenishment, and stationed all three groups on an approximately
320 0-140 0 (T) line along the eastern littoral of the Philippines.

TF 38, on this day, operateu as follows:

(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 rendezvoused with 'PG 38.3 at Point CONLX)II
where TG 38.4 received from that group COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA
arw.i DESDIV 100. During the forenoon orders were ieceived from CO4THIHDFIT
for TG 38.4 to operate on the morrow in a po!3ition about seventy miles,
bearing 0500(T) from the cE tip of .iarwtr. Since no new orders were
received for TG 38.1 this group continu#ed on toward Uiithi,

(b) TG 38.2 cormnenceti fueling from the fueling gronp ,ith the
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expectation of completing fueling by 1200. During the forenoon the BUNKER
HILL, STEPHEN POTTER and BENHAM were detached to Ulithi. Orders were
received from COMTHIRDFLT directing CTG 38.2 to operate on the morrow in the
vicinity of the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Strait, and

(c) TG 38.3 rendazvoused at Point CONDOR with TG's 38.1 ar.d 38.4

and 6ransferred CCHBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 to

TG 38.4. He knew that on the morrow he was to operate in an area about
ninety miles due east of Polillo Island in company with TG 38.2 (he had
not as yet received CGMTHIRDFLT's orders to CTG 38.2 to operate off San
Bernardino Strait).

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search
Plan, but by 1042 had made no important contacts. Similarly the FOURTKENTH
Air Forcef s day searches from China had made no significant contacts by
1042. The night searches had been cancelled because of bad weather.

(b) Japanese.

With all major decisions resolved and with his forces either
underway or poised for attack in the jHO Operation, CinC Combined Fleet
watched closely the events of the moining.

The Main Body of the FIRST Str king Force entersd Palawan Passage
during the early morning hours. Through a series of events most fortunate
for the Allies, it was so effectively attacked by the submarines DARThR and
DACE that by 0'100 it had lost the flagship ATAGO and the MAYA (both stnk)
and the TAKAO (nmdsred unnavigable). Commander FIRST Striking Force with
his staff, was forced to leave his sinking flagship and was pickad up by
the destroyer KI.`HINAMI.

The THiRD Section which had steamed uneventfully through the night
passed through Balabac Strait at 1025.

The Main Force continued southwestward still undetected by Allied
forces, although it had been within tho search range of Tinian-based long
range search aircraft since shortly before midnight October 21st. Up to
1042 no air losses wore suffered although one ZUIHO search plane had landed
at Oruku (Okinawh) thus temporarily reducirng the planes in the coahuann to
1.06.

IDuring the morning the 6ECUND Striking Force (leass CHUDIV SIXTiýkh
anr DkaDIV TWNENTY-ONE) steamed uneventfully toward Coron Bay where it was
planned to fucl during the evening preparatory to sortie at 0200 October
24th for Leyte Gulf via Surigao Strait.

Meanwhile CRUDIV :.1XTFEN ias proceeding toward Manil%. At O4.:5
the AOk3A (the flagship) was torpedloed by the submarine 1RkA'M some seventy
miles west of the entrance to Manila &ay. Unable to proceed under her own
power, she was taken in tow by the KINU and proceeded toward Manila Bay at
about seven Inots.
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DESDIV TW•f-ONE continued on uneventfully toward Manila where it
mes to arrive at 15W0.

Contacts during the morning were largely RDF fixi on submarines.There were however (a) three contactn reponn ed on surface targets Maia of the

Philippines, and (b) four battleships or cruisers, thirteen large and four
amal] transports reported in Leyte Gulf. Since these contacts were not
unusual and were showing no unusual activity the commanders felt that the
situation was ePtisfactory.

The FIFTH Base Air Force continued to prepare for the coming
offensive. Cosasnder FIFTH Base Air Force deciaed to disperse his K%aikaxe
planes more widely and therefore he ordered thr•ee Kamikaze Special Attack
Units (about seventeen operational planes) moved to Davao from the Clark
Complex.

The SIXTH Base Air Force now in the Manila area with the main
strength of the command, launched its planned attack at 0630 as scheduled.
However the Attack Group, which numbered something less than 150 aircraft,
soon encountered bad weather southeast of Manila and by 0745 had turned hack.

The FOURTH Air Army likewise continued to prepare for the coming
offensive scheduled for the following day. C.G. SECOND Air Division issued
his A-210 which implemented his A-207 of the preceding day, and directed the
SECOND Air Division to launch a general attack early the next morning to
annihilate shipping in the Leyte Gulf area. By 1042 the FOURTH Air Army
had received sixty additional aircraft bringing the :.rerational total at
that time to 157 aircraft.

I
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C04SOWESPAC

W M October 20th

CHAPTER I - ALLIED OPiaNATIONS. October 20th, 199jt

(A) Operations of CMSOWESPAC.

CQISOqESPAC, in NASHVILLE, continued nis approach toward Leyte Gulf in
company with the transport groups of the Southern Landing Force-the rear
echelon of the amphibious assault forces. He noted that the approach and
entry of the forces ahead was proceeding according to plan despite the
reported adverse currents and the partially swept eremey minefield at the
entrance.

At 0032, flving received at 1916 on the previous day a dispatch from
C.G. FIFTH Air Force to the effect that at 1240 (also on the previous day)
sixteen large naval ships and numerous smaller had been sighted in Pare
Pare Bay, SW Celebes, by a reconnaissance plane from Darwin,* he directed
CAAF SOMESPAC and the C.G. FIFTH Air Force (a) to advise all addressees of
the photo interpretation of the composition of the above force, and (b) if
not satisfactory, to re-photograph same at the earliest Mment on this day
(October 20th) and then to advise the same addressees of the definite
composition of the force.**

At 0653 he received word that the FOURTEENTH Air Force night search
planes-then in the air over the South China Sea-were making their searches
200 miles short and that the daylight searches for October 20th had been
cancelled due to a temporary shortage of fuel.*** He no doubt viewed this
situation at such a critical time with concern, especially in view uf the
two enemy task forces reported the day before-one at 1405 off Hainan Island,
and the other at 1400 off northern Formofa heading toward Formosa Strait.
Since his oun and other intelligence estiates had indicated that the
Japanese fleet •uld not oppose the Leyte operation in force,**** he
concurred with both CTF 77 and CC4THIRDFLT in the belief that the enemy
would use his naval units as high speed armed transports to reinforce his
Leyte garrison fore.es, taking maximum advantage of land-based air, weather,
darkness, coastal 1kuing ani dispersion into omall groups near the east
coast of Leyte in such manner that they could quickly concentrate to make
"Tokyo Express" runs. It will be recalled that he had been alerted on
October 17th by C(MTHIIHDFLT to the likelihood of this employment***** and
on the following day had exter1d A"'_ Lad land-based air reconnaissance to

* C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 19165171 October 1914 to CAAF .oOWESPAC,
CG(7THFLT, and AOIC.

*• CMXWESPAC Dispatch 191532 October 19414 to CAAF AOWESPAC, X.G. 5Th
Air Force, info 0(M7THFLT, CcN3RDFLT, C.G. 13Th Air Force.

** CCI(NAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191729 October 1944 to (X13XDFLT passed for
info to CUM4(0ESPAC, CONTWHFI.T, etc.

***4 Inte. 13genct Summury, Serial No. .45, Headquarters Allied Air Forces•
SOWESPAC Arda, October 15th, 1944, Paragraph 4; GHQ 6OWE3PAC Dispatch
171536 (ctober 1944 to MSOWMSPAC.

*~*** CQCCM3iFLT Dispatch 17(909 October 1944 to C(I45tWESPAC; GHQ SOW•SPAC
Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to (.AAF SO(ksSPAC.
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cover Balabac Strait the night of October 18th - 19th.* Again on October
19th he had been similarly alerted by C0OTHIRDFLT as a result of a contact
report from CTF 71 which stated that a submarine had contacted at 0300
October 18th three large ships, cotrse 035 0(T), in Latitude 0l°-071N,
Longitude U9°-24'E,** and concerning which CCMTHIRDFLT at 1000 October 19th
had sent a dispatch thereon.***

At 0655, with his flagship ualit (TU ?7.1.2-NASHVILLE, ABMER READ and
BUSH), he entered Leyte Gulf behind the amphibious assault forces and
arrived off the northern beaches at 0950 to observe the landing operations.
**** Meanwhile, he noted that CTF 77 (in the WASATCH) had taken station
off the Southern Transport Area to observe the landings on the southern
beaches.*****

Immediately after this (at 0711) he intercepted a dispatch from CTF 77
to CTG 38.1, who was senior commander and OTC of the two task groups
(TG' s 38.1 and 38.4) scheduled to provide pro-landing hour strikes in
support of the Leyte landings, requesting that commander to launch fighter
sweeps against enem airfields in northern Mindanao and the Western Visayas
as necessary to destroy enemy aircraft so as to keep them from opposing
the landings.*+****

At 0805 he received, as an information addressee, a reply from CINCPOA
to COCNAVGRPCHINA relative to the query from C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force
forwarded by CCKNAVGRPCHINA as to how much longer he would be required to
conduct searches over the northern half of the South China Sea**N*I**
(with his LAB-24's from their bases in eastern China).

In his reply CINCPOA stated that he (a) was unable to estimate the
duration of the searches required, and (b) considered that they should be
maintained until CCI4S(•WESPAC deemed them no longer necessary.********--

In this connection, it will be recalled (from "Operations of C.G.

* C(I4SOW&8PAC Dispatch 180626 October 1944 to CAAF SOCPEJPAC, info
CINCPOA, C(M3RDFLT, CCi47THILT, etc.
CTF 71 Dispatch 172248 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RD and 7TH
Fleets, etc.
C(1F3RDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to CO.SOWESPAC, CCM7TT*LT,
info CINCPAC, CO4INCH, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.
War Diary NASHViLLE, October 20th, 1944.
Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial 0u13, November 6th,
1944.

•** CTF 77 Dispatch 191917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info •Xi43RDFLT,
CTF 38, CTG 77.4, etc.

** C(14NAVGHPCHlNA Dispatch 190441 October 1944 to CINUPOA.
S*N CINCP6A Dispatch 1-91930 October 194 to C"NAVGRP}CHi1NA info

COM3.JLFLT, CTF '38, and (OLM5WI3PAC.
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CONSOWESPAC
October 20th

return to the peoples of Lhe Philippines. This he did at 1400 over a
special Army Signal Corps radio hookup.*

At 1355 he made a report to the Chief of Staff War Department, stating
(a) all landings had been made on schedule with extremely light 'losses,
(b) the operation was progressing splendidly in every respect, (c) from a
strategic standpoint the enemy seemed to have been caught unaware,
apparently in anticipation of an attack to the southward, (d) the enemy's
Mindanao, forces were now practically isolated and no longer an immediate
factor in the campaign.**

THE ABOVE OPINION (ITEM (C)), THAT THE JAPANESE HAD APPARENTLY BEEN
EXPECTING AN ATTACK IN THE SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES RATHER THAN IN LEYTE -

SAMAR, WAS ONLY PARTIALLY CORRECT FOR THEY HAD BEEN EXPECTING LANDINGS IN
THE CENTRAL PHILIPPINES AS WELL.*** THIS CONCEPT HAD ORIGINATED AS EARLY AS
SEPTMBER 17TH WHEN THE JAPANESE ESTIMATED THAT, AT AN OPPORTUNE TIME, THE
ALLIES WOULD LAUNCH INVASION OPERATIONS AGAINST STRATEGIC SECTORS OF THE
SOUT'ERN PHILIPPINES AND MIGHT, AT THE SAME TIME, LAUNCH INVASION OPERATIONS
ArAINST STRATEGIC SECTORS OF THE CENTRAL AND NORTHERN PHILIPPINES SHOULD THE
COUNTERACTION BY JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO INVASION PROVE
INEFFECTIVE.**** IT HAD BEEN FIRMED (A) AS TO TIME, WHEN, ON SEPTIMBER
21sT, IMPERIAL (aNERAL HEADQUARTERS (NAVY SECTION) ESTIMATED THAT THE
ALLIES WOULD ENDEAVOR TO LAND IN THE PHILIPPIW, AREA DURING OR AFTER THE
LAST TEN DAYS OF OCTOBEh AND DIRECTED THAT OPERATIONAL PREPARATIONS FOR SHO
ONE FE CCOMPLETED WITH FIRST PRIORITY,*** (B) AS TO THE LOCAL AREA, WHEN,
ON OCTOBER. 17TH, COPS CC)BINED FLEET A3SLMED THAT THERE WOULD BE A LANDING
IN THE SAMAR - LEYTE AREA***** AND (C) AS TO PLACE, ON OCTOBER 18TH WHEN
THE CONS CCMBINED FLEET ESTIMATED THAT THERE WAS STRONG POSSIBILITY OF A
LANDING IN THE TACLOBAN AREA.*****-*

* Action Report NASHVILLE, Participation in Amphibious 6 perations at
Leyte Gulf, October 20th, 1944, Serial O127, November 1st, 1944.
CCNSOWESPAC Dispatch 200455 October 1944 to CofS War Department,
info GHQ SOWESPAC, CINCPOA.

moo CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170946 October 1944 to Commander 6TH
Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO
Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Documont 161641, NA
11839.

N KON Situation Estimate at the Start of the Enemy Invasion of Palau and
Halmahera; Combined Fleet HQ, September 17th, 1944, Army Historical
Division Microfil.2 H5-26, Item B.

*mono Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Dispatch 220929 September 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet (Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Directive No. 462),
September 2-1st, 194L, WiC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

****** Cofn Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, 1ST Striking Force,'ietc., Detailed Action Report HYUGA, SHO
Operation, October 2Oth -- 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

**•****4 ofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 18-110 October 1944 to CsofS IST and
2ND Striking Forces, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, SW Area Force,
Mobile Force, etc., Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, 5HO
Operation, October 16th - 28th, 194,4, WDC Docizuent 161641, NA 11839.
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C04SOWNSPAC
* IE AOctober 20th

MEANWHILE, THE JAPANESE ARKY, AS POINTED OUT UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CTF
77, OCTOBER 2.)T11, HAD BEEN MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR THE GRWIND DEFENSE OF
LEYTE SINCE APRIL 1944 AND HAD DETERMINED THAT THIS DEFENSE (A) WOULD BE,
IN GENERAL, "DEFENSE IN DEPTH" WITH ONLY LIMITED DEFENSE' ON THE REACHES AND
(B) WOULD BE CONDUCTED WITH (1) THE LOCAL GROUND FORCES (SIXTNTH DIVISION),
AND (2) THOSE LINITED GROUWD FORCES WHICH MIGHT BE FERRIED TO LEYTE FMC!M
THE NEIGHBORING ISLANDS. THERE WAS NO PLAN TO DEFEND LEYTE TO THE UTMOST
WITH GROUND TROOPS. THIS WAS RESERVED FOR LUZON. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON,
AND FOR THE ADDITIONAL REASON THAT JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIR POWER IN THE
PHILIPPINES WAS VERY WEAK, THAT ALLIED TROOPS WERE ABLE TO LAND ON SCHEDULE
WITH EnMELY LIGHT LOSSES. THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ENEMY
HAD BEEN CAUGHT STRATEGICALLY UNPREPARED, IT IS DOUBTFUL IF THEY WERE CAUGHT
STRATEGICALLY UNAWARE,

At 1419 he announced that, as of noon, his Advance Headquarters had been
established at Leyte and that his General Headquarters and Rear Echelon
Headquarters remained at Hollandia and Brisbane respect 'vely.*

At 1600, with his observing party, he returned to the NASHVILLE which
then, with the BUSH and ABNER READ as escorts, got underway in company with
the WASATCH, AMMEN and MULLANY and retired for the night to the eastern
portion of Leyte Gulf in the area generally west and southwest of Homonhon
Island.**

Upon his return aboard he looked over the dispatches which had been
received during his absence ashore and learned among other things that (a)
at 1333 a dispatch had been received from COKNAVGRPCHINA that the FOURTEENTH
Air Force would continue the searches over the South China Sea then underway
and would not discontinue them until so directed by him.*** This was
gratifying, for as pointed out elsewhere, the discontinuance of these
searches would have been a heavy 'blow to Allied intelligence since, except
for a few submarines positioned in the area, the Allies had no other direct
information source concerning Japanese operations, and (b) at 1415, as an
information addressee, a dispatch had been received from C(XTHIRDFLT that,
in accordance with a request initiated by CTF 77 at 0_21, TF 38 would strike
the western Visayas on D+÷ day from the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait
with two fast carrier groups in order to keep eneW airfields in that area
neutralized; the other two TF 38 task groups would retire from the objective
area at about 1700 D-day so as to fuel D*l day.****

At 1630 he received word that the HONOLULU, while operating off the

* GHQ St0WESPAC Dispatch 200519 October 1944 to all SOWESPAC Comnders,
CCOK3RDFLT, etc.

11* War Diary NASHVILLE, October 2Dth, 1944.
S*M* CCMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to COKSOW&SPAC, info

CINCPOA, COM3RDFLT.
**N* e 3COMRDFL'r Dispatch 200314 October 1944 to CTF 77, info COMSOWESPAC,

CINCPAC, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.
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southern beachheM, h'.d been torpedoed by an enemy plae.*

At 1740 hm advised CMINCH as to the progress of the operations in the
Leyte Area based on reporta he had received throughout the day, stating,
among other things, (a) the landing on Leyte had been most successfuL, (b)
all operations were proceedirg on schedule with very light losses, (c) 186
mines had been swept, (d) heavy enemy mortar fire had been encountered and
(e) no heavy enemy shore artillery had been located.**

At 1949 he received an amplifying dispatch frro CI4THIRDfLT reporting
further minor successes on October 18th against coastal shipping, aircraft
and runways at Aparri arid barracks and fuel dimps at Laoag.***

During the night he received from CTF 77 a detailed amplifying report
concerning the situation at the landing beaches as of 1400. This report
(quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 77, October 20th") was, in general,
most favorable and indicated that all operations were progressing
satisfactorily.

Plate II is an intelligence estimate prepared by CCMS4MESPAC's head-
quarters at Hollandia. It seem unlikely that this plate was available to
CCESOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE at Leyte at this time although some of the
information contained therein may have arrived by dispatch. This estimate
is of particular interest in that it (a) visualizes a concentration of all
major umits in the South China Sea (which concentration did not eventuate),
(b) rejects any concept of enemy action by fleet units through the
Philippines (the one development which materialized), and (c) accepts an
enemy capability of fleet action through Luzon Strait against Allied
amphibious forces, although such acceptance is distinctly qualified.

(1) Operations of CCI4SkVENTHFLT, October 20th.

CCKSEVENTHFLT took no unusual action this day as C04SEVTHFLT nor
in his capacity as CAN? S(MESPAC insofar as the Leyte operation was concerned.
His deputy comaander continued administrative control from his headquartere
at Hollandia while he |ims*•3, as CWSEVENTHFLT, continued operational
control of SOWESPAC naval forces associated with the Leyte operation from
the WASATCH.

* War Diary NASHVILLE, October 20th, 1944.
* •iSCESPAC Dispatch 200840 October 1944 to CCKINCH, info ONO, CINCPAG

and Ir.4OOPAC.
S' COJ3RDFLT Dispatch 200843 October 1944 to CCMSOWESPAC and CINCPAU,

info CCINCH, CC(7THFLT, etc.
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ENEMY CAPABILITIES

NAVAL REACTION

ALLIED LANDINGS IN THE PHILIPPINES
rjswuOCTOBER 20th. 1944

Prepared by General Staff, Gamer. tlbadquotmf,
Southwest Pacific Arrp

PT Boats: Enemy navel reaction to Allied landings
in the Phi llppines duringetheits phase of this4
operation will probat0ij be oonflinted to night harass-

moxw ting attacks by PT 51ioats from Visayan bases. There
Rohl"a reestimated to be approximately 100 PT type craft

in the Central Philippin,ý areii,

FLEET UNITS: Cumulative intel9 ligence, derived
principally from orders to fleet t ankers srongly
intimates that m'ajor fleet units are preparingtc
sortie in both the Empire-Formosa and Sing anore-
Brunei areas. As neither group as presently
constituted is a balanced striking force, IT is
anticipated that these forces wuld join before
attemptingany attack. The saf est and most obvious
place for uch a rendezvous is the western South

P A C I r C China Sea. From here an attacK against Allied
amphibious forces miht be launched from the south
through the Celebs S aea, thr'ough the Central
Philippines, or araund the north through the Luzon

0 C E A N Strait.

The first of these alternatives is unattract-
E ive to the enemy because of the threat of Alliod air

'euau power based on Palau and Morotai, and because of the
difficulty in effecting an undetected withdrawal. A
sortie through the Central Philippines by eithier the
Visayan or Mindanao Seas (aithough accomplished priorlo
to the battle of the Eastern Philipriines) is
regarded as impractical because of the navi gational

* hazards and the lack of maneuivering space which is
vitally important when opposing a frmidable concen-

PhfL. tration of carrier-based aircraft. The only
remainiing alternative is a strike against our north
flank through Luzon Strait. This course of action
would provige the requisite maneuvering areas and
the possibility of escape to the north.

Af Whether the enemy will attempt to oppose our
landing with a fleet attack against a force which

A includes more capital ships in all classes than he
possesses, depends upon him evaluation of the import-
ance of our Phi lippine encroiichimdnt and his future

AD4AWhE, plans for the emnloyment of his r-apidly diminishing
A~h~A~A ~ naval strength.

If he does not elect to oppose our surface
Vessels in direct combat the soie rem~aining capabi I-

oft n~-emy'r. use o1 his rnoval frei h
NEW ciuINEA lanhn of carrier .zircr-ft from ships operating

irwest of the Philippines, possibly akir-: 7.- 2'e
~i. Ithrough any bases in the islands which may stllU "a

* /ia~meau 6 ' . serviceable. LTB*]
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CTF 77
R October 20th

(a) Operations of C? 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force).

At the s"art of the day CIT 77, in WASATCH, bearing U18(T),
distant thirty miles from the entrance, was approaching Leyte Gulf in
company with CTF 79 and Transport Groups ABLE and BAKER of TF 79. By this
time TF 79' t Landing Craft Movemunt Group (cou osed of Tractor Groups ABLE
and BAKER) had just about completed its entry through Area SWEEP with TF 78
following about ten Ales astern. CT? 77 could see that the approach and
entry of his forces was thus far proceeding accor tig to schedule without
incident despite the predicted strong adverse currents and the difficuiAiez
In clei-rirZ. the enemy m=nefie!i at the entrfnce t .i ttx V¢--

At 0417 he requested CTG 38.1, the OTC of the two groups (TG's
38.1 and 38.4) scheduled to provide air support to the D-day laruings, to
(a) make fighter sweeps of the airfields in Mindanao north of Latitude
08-o451V and the western Viaayas as necessary to destroy enemy aircraft so
as to keep them from opposing the landings, and (b) caution them that U.S.
Army planes might be striking the same area.*

At 0418 he received a contact report from CUNAVGRPCHINA on
five large uridentified ships in Latitude 18 0 -42tN, Longitude 113 0 -151E,
course East, speed thirteen knoas** (Contact 3).

At 0420 he received from his headquarters at Hallandia a weather
forecast for the Philippiue area which predicted generally favorable weather
for the D-day landings.***

At 0421, he advised CCMTHIRDFLT that present orders indi7:ated
that no fast carrier groups would be available to supporm operations 4ter
D-day and, in view of this fact, he requested that one group be retained at
the objective area until the situation clarified and to be prepared against
air attacks after D-day by keeping the western Visayan airfields
neutralized.*** The phrase "until the situation cla'-ified" probablyJ referred to the developments in the South China Sea.

THiS REQUEST BY C= 77 WAS APPROPRIATE SINCE THE AIR PLAN IN HIS
BASIC OPERATION ORDER FOR KING II STATED THAT (A) SUBSEQUENT TO D-DAY TF 38
WOULD OPERAI"E IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION, EFFECTING AIR STRIKES
AS THE SITUATION THEN REQUIRED, AND (B) CiMSOWESPAC OR CL7MSEVENTHFLT WOULD
REQUEST FAST CARI STRIKES AT THAT TIKE IF NECESSITATED BY THE EXISTING
SITUATION, AND CCKTHIMFLT WOULD COMPLY OR IMMEDIAT&LY REPORT HIS

INABILITY.

* CTF 77 Dispatch 19191.7 October 1944 to CTG -18,1, info C(143RDFLT, CTF

38, CTG 77.4, C.G. 5TH Air Force, etc.
(XKMINV(CRPCHINA Dispatch 191716 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info CCMSUBPAC.

*** CCO47TRFLT Dispatch 191559 October 194.4 to all TFC' s 3RDFLT.
**** CTF 77 Dispatch 191921 October 1944 to CCM3RDFLT, info CTM' s 38, 78,

79, etc.
-*- CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,

1944, paragraph l(a), Annex "G" and paragraph l(a), Appqrnix 6 to
Annex "G".
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At 0425 he entered Leyte Gulf.* On arrival he automatically
relieved CTG 77.2 as OTC and assumed control of all naval operations in the
objective area in accordance with the basic plan. This included the
functions of Force Fighter Director and Commander Support Aircraft. It seems
appropriate, at this point, to digress somewhat to describe briefly the air
defense and air support systems employed in KING II.

GC? 77, as OTC, exercised control and coordination of all Allied

air operations in the objective area through his Conmmander Support Aircraft
Central Philippines (CSACP) in the WASATCH. These operations included the
target combat air patrol (TCAP), target antisubmarine patrol (TASP), direct
air support, air - sea rescue and other miscellaneous special missions such
as spotting, observer and photographic flights. CSACP exercised direct
operetional control of TASP, air - sea rescue operations, air dtlivery and
itinerant aircraft entering the objective area. He exercised control of the
TCAP in defense of the objective area through the agency of the Force
Fighter Director, also aboard the WASATCH. He delegated control of direct
air support operations respectively to (a) CTF 78, (b) CTF 79, and (c) CTG
78.3, each of whom exercised this function through his respective CSA.**

CTF 79 CRITICIZED THE ABOVE ORGANIZATION ON THE GROUNDS THAT,
WITH THE CONSIDERABLE CRGRAPHIC SEPARATION OF THE ATTACK FORCES AT LEYTE,
THE CCWPLETE RETENTION OF CONTROL OF THE TCAP BY THE OTC DID NOT GIVE
MAXIMUM FleXIBILITY TO THE FIGHTER DIRECTOR SYSTEM. HE FELT THAT EACH
ATTACK FORCE C(HKANDER SHOULD HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED ZONES OF RESPONSIBILITY
AND, AS THE OCCASION REQUIRED, ASSIGNED FIGHTERS UNDER HIS IMMEDIATE CONTROL
TO COVER THESE ZONES, ESPECIALLY IN LAND-LOCKED WATERS SUCH AS LEYTE GULF,
WITH THE ATTENDANT POOR RADAR COVERAGE AND INCREASED VULNERABILITY TO
LOW-FLYING AIRCRAFT APPROACHING OM LAND.***

COMMAND&R AIR 3UIPORT CONTROL UNITS (CASCU) DID NOT AGREE WITH
THIS CRITICIS14 AND POINTED OUT THAT (A) (1) IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE, SINCE
TF 78 AND TF 79 WERE SEPARATED BY BUT TEN MILES, IT WAS SIMPLER TO MAINTAIN
THE CONTROL OF THE TOAP BY THE OTC, AND (2) IN THE CASE OF THE PANAON GROUP,
WHICH WAS FORTY-FIVE MILES TO THE SOUTH, A SEPARATE TCAP HAD BEEN PROVIDED,
(B) BECAUSE OF THE CLOSENESS OF THE TWO ATTACK FORCES, THE CENTRAL CONTROL,
IN THIS CASE, TENDED TO MAKE THE FIGHTER DIFECTOR SYSTEM MORE EFFECTIVE ANP
FLEXIBLE SINCE THE FORCE F'IGHTER DIRECTOR WAS ABLE (1) TO PLOT AND FILTER
ALL RADAR INFOR4ATION AS IT WAS RECEIVED, AND (2) IMMEDIATELY TO PLACE
ELE4ENTS OF THE CAP IN A POSITION TO INTERCEPT A RAID, AND (C) IF AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VARIOUS ATTACK FORCE COI4MANDERS,
VALUABLE TIME WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPENDED IN DECIDING WHqICH ZONE AN ENEMY RAID

* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial 0013, November 6i7,
1944.

** CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annex G, Appendix 1.

*** CR43fRDPHIBFCR (CTv 79) Recomuendations for Improvement of Future
Operations, Serial 00317, November 11th, 1944.
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October 20th

WOULD FINALLY ENTER.*

IT I BELIEVED THAT CASCU WAS JUSTIFIED IN HIS NOW-CONCURRENCE
WITH CTF 79'S CRITICIS4S FOR THE REASONS GIVEN. HOWEVER, CTF 79'S
CRITICISIS WERE NOT ENTIRELY INCORRECT. CERTAINLY, UNDER THE CONDITIONS
EXISTING IN LEYTE GULF-LAND-LOCKED WTFH POOR RADAR COVERA(G-OCCASIONS
AR0SE WHEN THE AIR DEFENSE WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE EFFECTIVE HAD BOTH CTF' S 78
AND 79 HAD CERTAIN FIGHTFRS UNDER THEIR IMMEPIATE CONTROL WHICH THEY COULD
VECTOR OUT VISUALLY. IT IS LIKELY THAT ONE OR MORE OF THESE OCCASIONS
PROMPTED CTF 79 TO CRITICIZE.

THE CONCEPTS PRESENTED ABOVE IN CASCU' S C• 3ENTS ARE THE SAME
AS THOSE INCORPORATED IN TODAY'S DOCTRINE (1957) WHICH PROVIDES THAT "ALL
AIRCRAFT WITHIN THE OBJECTIVE AREA OF AN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION MUST BE UNDER
CENTRALIZED CONTROL".**

At 0427 CTF 77 received a most favorable report £rom CTG 77.2
(quoted in full under "Operations of CTG 77.2, October 20th") concerning
the progress of operations October 19th, which showed that the advance
operations, all in all, had been highly successful.***

At 0430 he requested CTG 38.1 to provide a dusk patrol of eight
V1F over the objective area from 1730 until 1900 on D and D*I days and
thereafter as practicable.****

While a dusk CAP was provided in CTG 77.4's operation plan, it
is believed that CIT 77 felt that, since the above operation plan also called
for the CAP to depart station at 1820,**U-U this was toe early to provide
adequate defense at this critical pb.-'._' ý22 'nd of evening twilight was
not until 1930). He be-sod this request on the fact that• (a) on Oct.-•-. lov~n,
he had found it necessary to refuse CTG 77.4's request on October 16th to

enter Leyte Gulf on D-day with two carriers in order to increase early
morning and sunset coverage over the objctive area,*-** (b) he now

realised that he must have air cover later than 1820, (c) if he did not
obtain this from TF 380 the planes of his 'eacort carriers would be forced

* Commander Air Support Control Units, Amphibious Forces, U.3. Pacific
fleet, Reports of Air Support Control Units Operations, Palau, Leyte
and Lingayen, with couents by Commander kir Support Control Units,
Amphibious Forces, U.S. Pacific ?leet, Serial 0034, April 18th, 1945.
Amphibtoum Operations (NWP 22), Department :f the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Oprrations, December 1952 (Change No. i), Paragraph
731.
CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191544 October 1944 to CTF 77, info GTE's 78, 79,
.. G. 6TH Army,,

j ***• CT? 77 Dispatch 1919)') october 1944 to CTC 38.1, info WC3HDFLT, CTG
77.4, etc.

Nfl-fl OTM 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-"4, Serial 00X)75, October 5th, 1944,
Annex D, Paragraphs D.l.(d) and 16(a).

= • T CG 77.4 Dispatch 152103 October 194*., to CTF 77.



-CTF 77

SCCIDENTýAL October 20th

into n t landing operations for which they had had little or no training,*
and (d) he felt justified in making this request because he realized that
these dusk CAP' s would likely be. forced to make night landings and he knew
that the basic plan stated, that, if practicable, night fighter cover would
be provided over the objective area by THIRDFLT fast carriers commencing D-3
Iay and continuing as long as a carrier with night fighters could be made
available.*

Why he addreased CTG 38.1 is not clear but it beems probable
that since on October 6th he had been advised by CGMTHIRDFLT that if he
required night fighters prior to and on D-day he was t3 request this service
from CTG 38.1,M** he apparently considered that this advice from C(MTHIRDFLT
applied to duk fighters as well.

At about 0653 he received a dispatch from C(MNAVGRPCHINA wherein
that commander stated that (a) the FOURTEENTH Air Force search planes then in
the air over the South China Sea were making their coverage 200 miles short,
and (b) the next flight scheduled for daylight October 20th had been
cancelled due to a temporary shortage of fuel.**** This situation aroused
his concern because it left him at a vital time (D-day) with no means, other
than thrr agh chance sightings by Allied submarines widely dispersed in the
South Ch.na Sea (Diagram B), for obtaining information not only of the two
3nomy naval task forcea reported October 19th-i.e., (a) the force consisting
of one :arrier, two cruisers, and three destroyers (reported composition
erroneaus) off Hainan island,***HI and (b) the force of four cruisers and
t1ve destroyers (SECOND Striking Force) off northern Formosa heading into
the South China Sea*-*W*--but of other forces as %ell which could be
expeced to be in the area.

ALTHOUGH HIS INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION, AS LATE AS OCTOBER
16TH,***.6 LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THE JAPANESE FLEEr WAS DEPLOYED WITH
ITS CARRIERS CONCENTRATED IN THE EMPIRE AND WITH THE BULK OF ITS BATTLESHIPS
AND HEAVY CRUISERS APPARENTLY TN THE SOUTU CHINA SEA (WHICH WAS CORRECT
FOP, OCTOBER 16TH ALTHOUGH THE LATTFR SHIPS WERE ACTUALLY AT LINGGA - I
SINGAPORE), IT IS CLEAR ThAT HE STrLL DID NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MAJOR

SAction Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

SCANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944, Annex G, Appendix 1, Paragraph 3.
SC(]3SRDFLT Dispatch 060418 October 1944 to C(A47THFLT, info
CG!SOWESPAC, CTF 38, CTG's 38.1 and 38.2, INIDEPENDENCE.

*11 X(UNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191729 October 19g44 to CCK3RDFLT passed
for info to COMS(IESPAC, CCM7THFLT, etc.

S** CINCPAC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to CGM3RDFLT, CCX7HFLT,
CI4SOWE&SPAC, etc. (He-encypherment of CCKNAVGR.PCHINA Dispatch
390558 October 1944).

N* TUIGGIY Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to CCKSSUBPAC, info CCN3RDFYiT.
***ft* C7THF1.T Dispatch 160611 Octobtr 194 to 31R) and 7TH Fleets,

Info CINCPAC.
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ELEKENTS OF THE ENEM! FLEET WOULD BE INVC(LVED IN OPPOSXTION TO KING II*
SINCE HE HAD MADE NO CHANGE IN HIS BASIC ESTIMATE IN THIS REGARD. ALSO,
IN HIS INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE OF OCTOBER 16TH, HE HAD STATED THAT HE DID
NOT EXPECT ANY END(Y ATTACKS FRC( CARRIER-BASED AIRCRAFT. HOW, T:EN,
FROK A NAVAL STANDPOINT, DID HE THINK THAT THE ENhfY WOULD REACT TO KING II?
IT SE3 CORRECT TO SAY THAT HE ESTIMATED THAT THE EXTENT OF JAPANESE
OPPOSITION ON THE SEA TO KING II WOULD BE LIMITED TO EITHER (A) STRIKING
AILIED SUPPLY LINES WITH A FAST TASK FORCE, TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF DARKNESS,
SURPRISE AND LAND-BASED AIR OR (B) ATTEPTING COTUELANDINCS VIA "TCKYO
EXPRESS" OWERATIONS TO YZINFORCE THE GARRISON FORCES ON LEYTE. HE HAD CITED
THS FORMER CONCEPT IN HIS BASIC OPERATION PLAN* AND THE LATTER IS DERIVED
FRCM HIS REVISED INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE OF OCTOBER 16TH** WHEREIN HL STATED
THAT LARGE CONCENTRATIONS OF ENIMT TROOPS O0 CEBU INDICATED A POSSIBILITY
THAT THEY MIGHT HE USED TO REINFORCE LETIE. HE HAD BM SUPPORTED IN THIS
VI BY OCHTHIRDFLT, WHO, ON OCTOBER 17TH AND AGAIN ON OCTOBER 19THj HAD
STATED THAT THE ENfY MIGHT EMPLOY "TOKYO EXPRESS"*** METHODS TO REINFORCE
THE LEMTE GARRISON. CONSEQUENTLY, HE LIKELY HELIEVED TH..T 1•MI TWO ENEKY
TASK FORCES SIGHTED OCTOBR 19TH MIGHT BE EN ROUTE TO LEYTE, TO BE EMPLOYED
AS ABOVE. BUT HOW COULD HE KEEP HIMSELF ADVISED OF THEIR MOVEMENTS AT SUCH
A CRUCIAL TIME WITHOUT THE CHINA-BASED LONG RANGE SEARCHES? OF COURSE,
TkRME WERE AIR SEARCHES FROM MOROTAI BUT THEY DID NOT COVER TOO MUCH OF THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA. (DIAG• B).

At 0943 he arrived off the Southern Tr •nsport Area and at 1130
off the Northern Transport Area. In each area he ( •served the progress of
the landings from aboard his flagship.N*NH

About this time he received word that the landing by CTF' s 78
and 79 had been highly successful, with limiter opposit:Lon and few
csualties. Lest it be imagined that this was lue entirely to the
effectiveness of the Allied preliminary air * gunfire bombardments, as
was indicated by CTG 77.2***** and by C.G,. SLL.: Ary,* 1**** it saems proper,
at this point, to digress long enough to discuss Japanese army plans for

* CADF SWPA Operation Plan No. 13-44, 3erial 00022A, September 26th,
1944.

S** CO7THYLT Dispatch 160611 October 1944 to 3RD and 7TH Floets,
info CINCPAC.
S OO3RDFLT Dispatches 170909 and 190100 October 194 to CSCS0WESPAC
and COO7THFLT.

* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte OCpration, Serial 0013, November 6th,
1944.

***"* Action Report CTG 77.2 (COOCRJDIV 4), Boubardnent and Capture of
Leyte Island, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November
5th, 1944.

~'*•** 6TH U.S. Army, Report of the Leyte Operation, October 17th -

December 25th, 1944, Part VI, Section B.1., Page 34.
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the 7round defense of Leyte, and Japanese air power in the Philippines.

(a) Japanese &M plans provided for the defense of Leyte by
"defense 1n depth" with the main battle being fought away from the beaches.
This iw the Y.wult of Japanese studies of Pacific campaigns wherein
Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section) had decided that beach defenses
could not withatand naval. bombardment and, therefore, bad instructed the
army to establish "defense in depth".* However, C.G. T.IRTY-FIFTH Army""
who was charged with the defense of the Vi1ayan Islands, decided that some
troops should remin (in the beach area) to resist the American landings*
and made pracision accordingly for both "defenae in depth" and "beach
defense".

This brings forth the thought that the qaestion of the beach
defense tactics which an enemy might employ is one which must be carefully
considered by the camanders responsibli for the success of the landing
operations. This is so since the decision therean will have a controllig
effect on the character of the preliminary bombardments and on the scheme
of maneuror,

As a result of these decisions and because C.G. SIXTENH
Division (this divi ion ws composed of most of the army troops 1o Leyte)
had decided in Apr:U that if the Anericans landed on Leyte they would land
in the Dulag area, this area was given priority as the first line of defense.
The second line of defense was betreen Dulag and Dagami; the third in ths
vicinity of Dagaad.* At the time of the Allied landings the first line of
defense was practically completed*** and was manned by the TWENTIETH
Infantry Rogiment (less one battalion), elements of the TWENTY-SECOND Field
Artillery Regiment; the FIFTY-FOURTH Air Field Company and the SEVENTH
Independent Tank Company. The XINTH Infantry Uegizent (lose one battalion)
ws in the Catmon Hill - Tanauan District.

Although C.G. SIXTEENTH Division dY..i iwt include Tacloban with
either the first, second or third linms of defense, no decidedA in
accordance with the concept of limited defense of the beaches, to station in
the Tacloban aree the larger part of the THIRTY-THIRD Infantry Regiment which
had arrived from Luson in aid-September and which was less adequately trmined
then the other regiments.*

AT TME TINE OF THE LANDING MOST OW THE TROOPS AT DULAG AND
TACLOBAN WERE NOT IN THEIR DEPUSE POSITIONS. INSTFAD, DURING THE NAVAL AN
AIR 80"ARMeAM WHICH TOCK PLACE DIMMEIATELY PRIOR TO THE LANDING, TaEY HAD
WITHDRAWN TO SAFER POSITIONS UyIL THESE 0B RM4 S HAD 0NDE, AT WHICH

* True Facts of the Leyte Operation, prepared by Major General Yoshiharu
Tomachik&, ax-IJA, Japanese Studies in World War II, Spt-cial Staff,
U.S. Anry, Historical Division File 8-5, SS-14, 786/2-14.

S** Lieuterant General Sosaku Susuki, IJA.
JF 35TH Aray Operations, 1944-1945, Japanese Studiies in World War I1,

Special Staff, U.S. Army, Historical Division File 8-5, JS-ll,
851/1-11.
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TIME TllY PLANMW TO REGROUP AND E¶TRN TO THEIR DEFENSE POSITIORS BEME
THE AMRICAM aROOPS HAD BSCUiED MOST OF TIE COASTAL D•EENSNS. H(EVIER,
01IAM TO THE SHD OF THE ALLIED LANDIMG AFTER THE PREIJMINART BIBARN4EN3T,
THEY X UABLE TO DO THIS.* AS A COWAQUENCE, =E ALLIES EXCOUNTERE
ONLY LWTV OPPOSITION IN THE EFACH AREAS. IN THIS CIMECTION THE AXERICAN
TWM,, ON SNIZIN HI=L 522 NEAR PALO AT ABOUT DUK, OBSERVED JAPANESE TROOPS
N W UP Til M APS TO XE-OCCUPY S(OE POSITIONS VACATED DURING THE
DCKBAR ITS. TAE JAPANISE W•M, OF COURSE, FAR TOO LATE.**

(b) Japanese air powor at this time in the Philippines was very weak,
as is discuseed under "Operations of CovinAzver FIFTH Base Air For.e" and
"Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air ArMy" for this day.

IN SUBSTANCE, THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE HAD ONLY FORTY OPERATIONAL
AIRCRAFT; THE FRTH AIR AM OMY FIFTY-FIVE, FOR L GRAND TOTAL OF NINMET-
FIVE OPERATIONAL A•fRCRP OF MARY TYPES. THESE PLANES WNE NOT CONCEVTRATKD
IX 00 AREA BUT WERE SPREAD FROM LUZON TO MINDANAO. THEY W EDPLOOED IN
SFP(ADIC AIR ATTACKS AGAINST THE ALLIED IWVASION FORC3S IN THE LHtT AREA-
THE ARGEST STRIKE CONSISTING OF BUT TV.M PLANES WHICH MADE PIRC26AL
ATTACKS.

TO COUNTER THLE9 PLANES THE ALLIES HAD APPROX"ATHLY 471 AIRCRAFT
IN THE SIXTErN CARRIERS OFF LEYTE AT THIS TDIM.

Now to return to the operations of the day!

At 1240 he received information from a support air observer that
the Tacloban airfield had been captured and that bulldozers were working
on It.1***

At 1333 ib an information addressee he received a contact report
on a seabmarine sighted at 2340 the previous evening about four miles NW of
Rift Island "HAN '(west of Halmahera) (Contact 4).

At 1401, in response to a report from CTG 77,5 that both his DMS
and IMS type mineaweepers were getting low on fuel, ý.e directed CTF' s 78 and
79 to fuel these vessels as soon as practicablc- from ships present in Leyte
Gulf

* True Fatts of the Ley-te Operation, prepared by Major Gme'al Ioshiharu
Tomchika, ex-IJA, Japanese Studies in World War Ii, peclal Staf C,
U.S. Army, Hietu-riAl Division File 8-5, SS-14, 786;/-14.

** 6TH U.3. Army, Report of the Leyte Operations, October W)th - December
25th, 1944, undated.

* Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operati-ti, Serial 0065, Novomber
2Mth, 1944.

* CTU 70.2,1 Dimpatch 200202 October 1944 to CTG 70.2, CCO7TITLT, info
CTP 77.

.**'. CrF 77 Dispatch "00501 October 1944 to CTF1 9 1 79, 4,1fo CTG
77. 5.
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At 1415 he received an answer fro&a COCTHIDFLT to the request he
had made earlier that mornirg for the retention of one fast earrier group at
the obiective area after D-day. CaKTHIRDFLT stated that (a) at 1700 October
2CDth he me' retire TG's 38.1 and 38.4, which were lotr on bomb., in order to
fuel them on the 21st, and (b) TG's 38.2 and 38.3s then operating in
strategic support in the vicinity of Latitude 15o-OOIN, Longitude 1270-W13j,
would strike the Visay" on Dl frm the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait
unless a change in the strategic situation prevented in whioh "se he would
notify CTF 77,* Although CWHIRDFILT, in his reply, reforred to the dispatch
request from CTF 77 to CTG 38.1 for a dusk CAP at the objective area, he
failed to make any mention of it whatsoever.

This failure to take action on the dusk CAP request beyond citing
it a6 a reference must have caused CTF 7? some concern , for unless CTG 38.1
decided to provide the CAP, notwithstanding CCITHIRDLT's intent to coence
retiring TG', 38.1 and 38.4 about 1700 preparatory to replenishment, CTF 77
would have to rely on his escort carriers for this task, which as pointed out
earlier, were not normally trained for night landings. Doubtless, the
question in his mind was "will the escort carriers I-- able to handle night
l&ndings if forced to do so by the exigencies of tt ituation?"

CT? 77 COULD NOT BE BLAMED IF, AT THIS TIME, HE FELT THE NEED
FOR A MUTUAL SUPERIOR IN THE aESTiaN PACIFIC AUTHORIZED TO COORDINATE THE
ACTIVITIES OF ALL UNITS ENGAGED IN KING II.

At about 1449 he received, from CMSOWESPAC, an announcement
that, as of noon, his Advance Headquarters had been established at Leyte
and that his General Headquarters and Rear Echelon Headquarters remained,
respectively, at Hollandia and Brisbane.**

At 1558, likely being alerted over the TBS voice radio to an
enemy torpedo plane*** in the vicinity, he obeervred, sowe ten miles to the
south, the AA firing of ships in the Southern Transport Area.*4** At 1602
he may have observed an explosion of a ship in this same area, but, whether
tw did or not, he soon learned that the HONOLULU had been torpedoed by an
evemy plane which had approached from over Leyte and had been undetected
until its final low approach.*** Although some of the firing ships claimed
hits on this plane, it escaped and landed safely 4t Cebu base, where it
reported having torpedoed a transport.*

CCO3RDFLT Dispatch 200314 October 1944 to CTF 77, info all TIC' s and
TOC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.

SGHQ SCWESPAC Dispatch 2)0519 Octobe"- 1944 to all major .jCMKSPAC
ccwmnds, COW3RJ0FLT, etc.

'* Deck Log )OKLULLU, October 2Dth, 1944.
5*5 Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operations, Serial 0013, Novembet 6th,

1944.
SDot-oiled Action Report. No. J, 253HD Attach Unit (34LST Air Group),

October a)th - -November 13th, 1944, WDC Doomment 160354, NA 12378.
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At 1647 he received a contact report on two destroyers at 0940
in Latitude 03'-15$N, Longitude IJo0-10'E on course 080°(T)* (Contact 5).

At 1655 he sent a progress report to COMSOWESPAC. He stated,
among other things, that (a) the Leyte operation was proceeding according
to schedule, (b) Allied troops had landed at Panaon Strait at 0930 without
opposition, (c) landings had been made on schedule at 1000 on t~he southern
and northern beaches, following heavy air and ship bombardment, with only
minor evney opposition at the beachheads and that the troops were moving
inland against moderate opposition, (d) LST1s and other landing craft had r
received some damage from enemy mortar fire on the beaches although
casualties appeared to be 1l-ht, (e) only four enemy planes had beenreported in the area with nc uttacks pressed home until 1620 (actually,

1602), at which time what appeared to have been a single plane had torpedoed
the HONQLULU, extent of damage as yet undetermined.**

In regard to item (e) abo-re, there had actually been a total of
six enemy aircraft sighted over the objective area by this time and, in
addition to the attack on the HONOLULU, an army-type fighter had scored
a direct bomb hit at 0607 on the PR,.ERVER (ARS), which had been standing
by the disabled 1OSS oft the western tip of Homonhton Island to conduct
salvage operations. The nature of enemy air activity in the vicinity of the
objective area this day is discussed in detail under the "Operations of CTG
77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October 20th".

At 1730, with his flagship unit TU 77.1.1 (WASATCH AMMEN and
KULLMANY), he proceeded to clear the transport areaANN and, before dark,
joined with the flagship unit of COMSOCWPAC TU 77.1.2 (NASHVILLE, ABNER PRFAD
and BUSH). He then retired for the night in the eastern portion of Leyte
Gulf. The heavy ships were in colunn and the destroyers formed a special
antiaircraft screen.*M*

At 1753 he received from C()4CRUDIV NIKE a preliminary report of
damage to his flagship (HONOLULU) from the enemy aerial torpedo attack
stating that (a) the midships forward handling room had been hit, (b) the
forward fireroom was partially flooded, (c) pumping and counterflooding was
in progress, (d) there was no increase in list (thirteen degrees to port),
(e) ship had vteering and engine control and (f) two salvage tugs were
alongside.*

* RDO Hollandia Dispatch 201100W7 October 1944 to all concerned
SOWESPAC operations.
CTF 77 Dispatch 200755 October 1944 to COMSOKESPAC, info CCIINCH,
CINCPAC, CCu3iDFLT, etc.

S* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte 3peration, Serial 0013, November 6th,
1944.

** Action Report BUSH, Leyte Operaticn, Serial 074, November 21st,
1944.

• C(MCRUDIV 9 Dispatch 200815 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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At 1816 he received a contact report on two destroyers west of
Palawan in Palawan Passage on course 0900 (T) speed fifteen knots* (Contact 7)
and at 1825 on a small convoy of one DD, one AK and one AO in B4labac
Strait* (Contact 6).

At 1847 he received a report from CTF 79 concerning the situation
at the southern beaches as of 1400 stating, among other things, that (a) the
assault and reserve battalions and part of the corps reserve regiment of the
SEVENTH Division had been landed, (b) artillery was being landed, (c) no
casualties to ship., although the LCI' s encountered some mortar fire on
landing, (d) several LST's had beached and were unloading, (e) troops were
generally 1000 to 1400 yards inland thus far and still advancing against
fairly light resistance, except immediately behind Dulag, where the enmy
wa. entrenched and using macr+ars, (f) personnel casualties on landing
beaches were light, and (g) there was little evidence of enouy mveuent.U*#

At this time any concern which he may have had regarding a
fighter CAP from TF 38 was dispelled because six VF(N) from TO 38.1 arrived
on station**** thus releasing the dusk fighters from his VZE' s.

He did issue one dispatch conoernlrg communications. At 1951,
because (as CT7 77) he had either not heen receiving certain information
Concerning the KING II operation or had been receiving it too late, he
requested CTHIRDL, CTF 38, and the four fast carrier group comanders to
address such traffic intended for Commader Philippine Attack Force to
CTF 77 as wel]. as to CCU4SEVEWHFLT.*****

In this connection, it will be recalled (from Volume II)H****
that, as COGSEVUTHFLT, he had advised the interested coimands on October
13th that, commencing at 16O0 that day, traffic concerning the KING II
operation was to be addressed to CTF 77, and that his deputy commander at
Hollandia would continue the routine administration of the SEVENTHFLT. *I-*
It would appear from this that he meant that (a) he would, in general, use
the title CTF 77 in originating diisp.tches conctrned with the KING II
operation, (b) his deputy nnmander would use the title of CCNTSZEDIYFLT
in handling rcutine matters, and that (a) he, himsell, as CC4SEVEHFLT
might also employ that title when he thought it appropriate. His reason
for permitting his deputy cosuander to employ the title of (KSEVENTFLT
was "deception"-.he hoped that Japanese radio traffic analyzers would not

5TH BCMCCM Dibpatch a)14357I October 1944 to AOIC.
SSearch Plane (Sector 1 from Morotai) Dispatch 200245/I October 1944

to 5TH 80C•CO.
CT? 79 Dispatch 210552 October 1944 to CTF 77, C.G. 6TH Army.I •H War Diary TG 38.1, October 20th,. 1944.

*5* C(N7THFLT Dispatch 2D1O51 October 1944 to CGWRDFLT, CTF 38, and

CT•'s 38.1, 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4.
t**** Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (HavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Chapter I, 3ection (A)(1), Operations of CtX7THFLT.
*a*.• i CCK7THFLT Dispatch I3OJ55 October 1944 to CUISOCVPAC, CINCPAC,

""CO3DFLT, C.G. 6TH Ainy, CCNINCH, etc.

16



CT? 71 1
CA ý October 20th

know that CO-•SUEVNTLT was at sea, and that an overseas operation was

Hovwver, it seems clear that the above was not being complied

with completely by the THIRDFLT addressees and therefore he felt it necessary
to request compliante.

At 2203 he sent 0(MSOCESPAC an amplifying report on the progress
of the landing operations as of 1400 which incorporated, verbatim, the
earlier report from CTF 79 regarding the southern beaches and siailar reports
he had received from CTF 78 and CTG 78.3 in regard to the northern and
Panson Strait beaches. In this dispatch he stated that (a) the Panmon Task
Group expected to complete unloadtng at 1800, (b) APA/AP' s and AK' s off RED
and WHITE Beaches (Plate V) wore respectively twenty-five and fifteen per
cent unloaded, (c) unloading of IMT's at the northern beaches was slow,
except at two points, because shallow water prevented close approach; LCT' s
and pontoons were being obtained from the Southern Attack Force to expedite
unloading, (d) assault troops had landed exactly as scheduled, (e) troops
landed on RED Beach had advanced 1800 yards inland; mortar fir had sunk
one LCVP and damaged three LST' s killing seven and wounding ten navy
personnsl in LST 171 and wounding six army personnel in a sunken LVT, (f)
troops landed on WHITE Beach had encountered only light opposition with no
casualties thus far reported and had advanced through San Jose and half of
the Cataisan Peninsula, (g) all transports off RED and WHITE Beaches
expected to be ready to depart at 1900.**

IT SEW 3S MAT SURPRISING THAT THE FACT THAT TACLOBAN AIR-
FIELD HAD EEM CAPTURED AT 12405** WAS NOT IMNUDED IN THIS DISPATCH SINCE
THE SEIZURE OF THE JAPANES. AIRFIS WAS ONE OF 'HE OBJECTIVS OF THE
LANDING OPERATIONS. ITS CATURE WAS OF' IMPORTANCE TO CTg 77 FOR THE PLANS
CALLED FOR ONE STRIP AND UNDISPERSED PARING AREAS TO BE READY ]O)h TWO
FIGHTER GROUPS AND A NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON BY D+5.**" IN THIS CONNECTION,
CTF 77 KEW THAT HIS 1SC(RT CARRIERS COULD NOT BE WITHDRAWN FRCK THE
OBJECTIVE AREA UNTIL THE GARRISON AIR FORCES WERE OPERATIONAL AND, EVEN THEN,
A MU OF ESCORT CARR•I MIGHT BE FORCED TO PROVIDE SUPPORT OF AIR
OPM7ITN3 UNTIL THE GARRISON AIR FORCES COULD ASSUE FULL RESPONSIBILITY
SAIR DEFSE.1*U*

Letter from Captain L. G. Shaffer, USN, 7THFLT Commmications Officer
during Leyte Operation, to Captain H.M.S. Gimber, Jr., USK, World War
II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, January 31st, 1956.

* CTF 77 Dispatch 201303 October 1944 to CAXSC•ESPAC, info COUNCH,
CINCPAC, Ca43RDPLT, etc.

S* Action Report GTO 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,

1944.
Y Field Order No. 25, Headquarters 6TH Army, September 23rd, 1944,
"Annex 9, 6TH U.S. Army, Report of the Leyta Operation, October 17th -
December 25th, 1944, Page 118, undated.

416 CANM SCMPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Saerial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annetx G, Paragraph 3b.
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CWG3MrIAL CTG 77.2

October 2)t~h

At 2209 CT? 77 recoived a report from CM 77.4 that (a) his
esoort carrier group had been attcked by three ene carrier-type fighters
at 0830, and (b) om emall bomb had hit the SANGAMON causing minor danmge.*

At 2219 he received a dispatch from CTU 77.7.1 (Cmuander
FWeling Group) wherein that comander stated, in effect, that he was
assigning the units of TU 77.7.1 as follows: (A) ACCIPITER Group: this
''rons, which consisted of the oilers ASHTABULA, CHEPACHIT, SAL*MONIE,
SARANAC, and the amimuition ship. DURHAM VICTORY and MAZAKA, under his direct
comndd, and escorted by the MANILA BA,, was to depart Korsol Roads at 1200
)-day for Area ACCIPITER, arriving in that area on 9.2 day; and (b) Kossol

Roads Unit: (1) this wut, which consisted of amnition ships MERIDIAN
VICTUIY, IRAN VICTORY, BLUIIIEW VICTORY, KISHAUKIRE, and escorted by the
destroyer escorts LOVELACE,, NEUDNDCI, THCKASOKI, under the cmmand of
CQOOTDIV rIRTY-MVEN, was to arrivo at Koasol Roads prior to October
25th; (2) the KISHWAI•KE, with one destroyer escort, was to arrive in Area
ACCIPIT= not later than 0700 D+8 day; and (3) the amunition ships were to
riumain at Kossol R-Ads until caled for-rd.**

Since this dispatch was in accordance with his instructions as
regards fuel and amunition for his forces in the Leyte operetionu he liko~ly
viewed it with satisfaction as it indicated clearly that his logistics
operations were proceeding normally.

During the day, a~s noted on Plate III (Contacts Received by
SPrincipal Allied Comders), there were no contacts ot particular
consequence, and even the contacts on the preceding day were neither unusual
nor unexpected. Of the wore important contact reports showu on this plate,
the one on the SECOND StrikiW; Force (Contacu 2) had been reported on the
previous day by the TRIGGE, and the one at Pare Pare Bay (Contact 1) of
sixteen large naval veseies, ked also been reported on the previous day by
Allied aircraft. This latter contact had been questioned as to its accuracy
and was presently under reconnaisoance.

(1) Operations of Advance Force, October 2Dth.C**

On the arrival of the assault ferces at the objective area,

* CTG 77.4 Dispatch 200214 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78, 79.
' * CTU 77.7.1 Dispatch 192358 October 1944 to XNISERV7TTiVLT, CTO 77.7,

info CTF's 77, 78, 79, CGORDLT, etc.
** w CA-M SOMESPAC Operation Plan 13-44, Serial 00022A, Septmber 26th, 1944;

Action Report CTG 77.2 (C(WCRUDIV 4), Babardment and Capture of Leyte
Island, October 16th - 24th, 1944 Serial 00147, November 5th, -,944;
Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, Ncvember 10th,"1944; Action Report CTF 79, Seisure of Leyte, Serial 00323, Novenber

13th, 1944; Action Report C11; 77.3, L"yts Occupations, Serial 0359,
November 3rd, 1944; Action Report CT¶ 77.6, Leyte Island mration8,
Ser.tal 0064, November 10th, 19"--.
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October 29th, at which time CTF 77 (Conmrader Central Philippines Attack
Force) automatically assumed overall control of all operations In the
objective area in accordance with the basic plan, the Advance Force ceased
to exist. From D-3 day until this time CTG 77.2 (Comuader Bombardment and
Fire Support Group) had functioned as OTC of all advance groupe in the
objective area, and, in such capacity, had been responsible for pro-D-day
operations, including shore bombardment and night harassing fire, minesweep-
ing, underwttr beach reconnaissance, air defense and air support, air-sea
rescue and lifeguard service, and covering support for the beach demolition
and minesweping units. However, with the arrival of the amphibious forces,
CTG 77.23a overall responsibilities for the operations in the area ended.
At this tiMe (a) CTF 78 (Cander Northern Attack Force) assumed control
of TU 77.2.1 (fire Support Unit North) in addition to TG 77.3 (Close
Covering Group), TG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) and TG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance
Control Group), (b) CTM 79 (Commander Southern Attack Force) asaumed control
of TU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit South) and of TG 77.6 (Beach Dwolition
Group), and (c) Comander Mineaweeping and Hyd.rographic Group (CTG 77.5)
reported to CTF 77 (Comander Central Philippines Attack Force). Cosmnder
Support Aircraft Central Philippines (OSACP) (under CT? 77) relievvd Advance
Cosnander Support Aircraft (ACSA) (under CTG 77.2) and took cantrEf of all
air operations in the objective area.

(a) Operations of CTG 77.2* (Bombardment and Fire Support
Group), October 20th.

CTG 77.2 (ith TG 77.2 less the night harassing units)
continued to steam on various courses at twelve knots in night cruising
disposition in an area south of the Tacloban - Dulag Approach Channel.**

At 0044 he made an amplifying report to CTF 77 concerninp
the progreas of operationn in the objective area through the end of the
previous day stating, among other things, (a) all advance operations were
prooeding according to plan, except ami clearance in Area SWEEP, where
186 mines had thus far been swept and destroyed, but only the southern half
had been clearvd, (b) beaches apparently were suitable for landing craft
since no underwater obstacles or mines had been discovered, (c) enemy
defenses behind the northern and southern beaches were deep and strong
although no heavy artillery bad thus far been used or observed, (d) many
mortar batteries had beero discovered and sow had been put out of action,
(e) be me retaining on board until after the landings a nmaber of alleged
Philippine patriots who had come ostensibly to give him information,
suspecting that there night be scom quislings among thma, (f) waken of
torpedoes from enemW torpedo boats had been seen although the boats escaped
(erronseos report since there were no enemy torpedo boats In Leyte Gulf),

All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
Aotion Report CTG 77.2 (CCHCIWDXV 4), ombardent a"d Ca•Ptue of LOyt"
""1sl9a, Philippine lslaid.2, October 16th - 24th, 1914, Serial 00147,
govember 5th, 19".
w* War Diary CCo34DIV 4 (CTG 77.2), October 2Xth, 1944.
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and (g) ROSS and CHICKASAW had been attacked by two enwe carrier-type
bombers and the LOUISVILLE by a suicide dive bomber that disintegrated in
mid-air due to the force of its dive.*

At 0107 he made radar contact on the Landing Craft Movement
Group of TF 79, the leading echelon of the assault forces entering Leyte
Gulf.**

At 0415 he detached TU 77.2.1** (Fire Support Unit North),
less the CONY and 3IGOURNEY which two destroyers he had stationed off the
northern beaches the previous evening to conduct night harassing 1"ire. ~
Thereupon, CTU 77.2.1, in MISSISSIPPI, plus MARYLAND, WEST VIRGINIA and
AULICK, formed column and set course towara his assigned fire support areas
off the northern beachesH*** (Plate V). This detachment of TU 77.2.1 left
CTG 77.2 solely with TU 77.2.2, lose the RICHARD P. LEARY asd HALFORD which
two destroyers had been stationed off the southern beaches the prmvious
evening also for harassing fire.

At 0455 he detached TG 77.65** (Beach Demolition Group) to
report to CCMDESRCI FIFTY-SIX, who assigned all available APD' s in this
group to patrol stations sourth of the transport area until released to
report to CTF 79 for post-assault demolition work.*****

At 0500 he ordered (a) the heavy ships of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire
Support Unit South) to proceed independently, as previously directed, to
their firing positions (Plate VII ' off the southern beaches and to commence
firing at 0L*0;4* and (b) COCDESRON FIFTY-SIX to form his destroyers in a
north - south screening line to the seawrd of the battleships and cruisers
when not required for scheduled gunfire support.***

At 0600 he observed the heavy units of TU 77.2.2 comence
scheduled fires against designated targets in the vicinity of the southern
beaches. Due to the paucity of visible targets, slow and deliberate area
fire ws employed as in the pre-D-day bombardments, except in casecs where
definite targets were previously known or new ones were discovered by (a)
the lifting of camouflage by bombing or gunfire, (b) eneW counterbattery
firs, or (c) spotting aircrmft.

At 0615 his flagship (LOUISVILLE) was attacked by en enevy
aIW-type fighter which dropped two bambs that exploded fifty yards on the
port beam causing no damage. The plane escaped.

AS A RLSULT OF THE MACHINE GUN A1D MORTAR FIRE ENC(JWTEUM
BY THb UWWTER DEIOLITION TEAMS DUELING THE PRE-D-DAY BEACH ICO7 I3AISANCS,
HE MOVED AT 0625 SOME O HIS GUNFIRE SUPPORT SHIPS TO POSITIONS C(OS TO

* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191544 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CT'F s 78, 79.

SWar Diary C(MCRUDIV 14 (CTG 77.2). October 20th, 1944.
* War DiAry C•MUf.RI , October 19th, 1944.

* 1 War Diary CMBATDIV 3, October 2)th, 1944.

* *War Diary TAJ3OT (CTG 77.6), October 20th, 1944.
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THE B8ACHES FOR THE D-DAY FIRING WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO PAY PARTICULAR
ATTENTrON TO All BEACH POSITIONS.*

HE dID THIS BECAUSE HE REALIZED THAT "CLOSE IN" OR "SHORT
RANGE,, FIPflS WkRE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SUCH BEACH
POSITIONS (USUALLY MATERIAL. OBJECTS) AS GREATR RANGES REQUIRED MORE TIMJ6
AND A GREATER EXPENDITURE OF AMMUNITION. THIS CONCEPT RE4AINS IN EFFECT
TODAY AND IS SPECIFIED AS A REQUIREMENT FOR DESTRUCTION FIRES.**

At o645 the RICHARD P. LEARY and the HALFORD, which had
completed harassing fires, headed for their next station, the former to
her screening station, the latter to her FS station.

At 0700 he noted that both CTF 78 and CTF 79 had arrived in
the objective area. He therefore, as CTU 77.2.2, in accordance with
instructions, reported for duty to CTF 79. CTU 77.2.1 likewise reported to
CTF 78.*m* During the remainder of the day, since TU 77.2.1 continued to
operate with CTF 78 and TU 77.2.2 continued to operate with CTF 79, the
operations of these units after 0700 this day are incorporated in the
discussions of the operations of their respective attack force commanders.

(b) Operhions of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October 20th.

In addition to protecting his own units with local CAP and
AS? for each task unit, CTG 77.4 provided air cover and support for the
D-day landings on Leyte in accordance with CTF 77's basic air plan.*-***
Scheduled air cover consisted of a daylight CAP of twenty-eight VF over the
target area from 0615 until 1730, a dusk CAP also over the target area of
twelve VF from 170., until 1820, and an ASP of two VT each across the southern
part of Surigao Strait and the eastern entrances to Leyte Gulf (Plate VIII)
from 0615 until 1730. Scheduled air support consisted of thirty-six VF and
fifteen VT on rtation over the target area from 0615 until 1730, plus a
landing-hour strike group of twenty VF and nine VT and miscellaneous air
coordination, observer, spotting, smoke and photographic missions.****" To
accomplish this he began the day with a total of 222 VF &nd 127 VT.***I**

* Voice Riadio Log, Action Report HALFORD, Report of Bombardment of Leyte
Island, October 19th- 2Oth, 1944, Serial 047, October 23rd, 1944.

' • Naval Gunfire Support in Amphibiou- Operations (NWIP a2-2), Departmaet
of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operatic:n3, June 15th, 1953,
Chapter I, Paragraph 111.
Action Report CTU 7Y-2.1, Bombardment of and Fire Support Mission on
Leyte Island, Philippine islands, SeriaL 0166, October 29th, 1944.j' CANF SOWESPAG Operation Plan No. 13--"4, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944L, Annex G.J.CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944,
Appendix 3 to Annox D.

**NUA* This total differs from the comparable figures contained in the Table
of Organization of Allied ?orces in Volume 11 of "The Battle for Leyte
Gutlf", the latter figures showing a total of .'29 VF and 128 VT as of
ý1(400 October 19th. in tne ionterim period between the promulgation
Xf Volume3 Ii aid III, t.,e acquisition of additional information
~as result•d in modnflcations of the earlier figures.
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CTU 77.4.1 supported CTG 78.3's (Panaon Attadc Group)
landings on Panaon and southeast Leyte; CTU 77,4.2 supported CTF 79's
(Southern Attack Force) landings in the vicinity of Dulag and CTU 77.4.3
supported CTF 78's (Northern Attack Force) landings just below Tacloban.

The Panaon landing-hour strike group and direct support
group each aonsisted of four VFithree VT; the northern and southern attack
force landing-hour strike and direct support groups consisted, respectively,
of eight VF/three VT and sixteen VF/six VT for each force. The armament
for these missions consisted, generally, of bombs, napalm and rockets in
addition to the normal loading of machine gur. ammnuntion.

The weather in the sea operating area was good with north-
northwesterly winds seven to ten knots, visibility twelve miles until 1000
reducing thereafter to six miles in haze, partially cloudy skies with bases
of lower clouds at 1500 to 2000 feet, and smooth sea. Over Leyte there were
low scattered clouds and haze during the early morning, visibility was six
miles improving to twelve miles at about 1000, flying conditions were
excellent. First light was at 0517 and sunrise at 0629.

At 0645 TU 77.4.14, consisting of the SAGINAW EAY, PETROF BAY,
EDMONDS and RICHARD S. BULL, with thirty-three VF and twenty-four VT joined
TU 77.14.2 having been released at 0100 from escort duty with the transport
group of TF 79.* At 0705 TU 77.4.34 consisting of the GAI4BI BAY, KITKIJN
BAY, DENNIS and JOHN C. BUTLER with thirty-four VF and twenty-four VT joined
TU 77.4.3, having been released from escort duty with TF 78 at 2000 the
previous day.** Consequently there was now available within TG 77.1, a total
of sixteen carriers with 289 VF and 175 VW. At. this time TU 77.4.2 consisted
of six carriers, TU 77.4.3 of six and TU 77.4.1 of four.

A morning fighter strike against Catmon Hill area was
launched at 0745 from the MARCUS ISLAND. This strike was accompanied by a
special mission torpedo plane with CCMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEW*** embarked as
observer. On completion of several strafing and rocket runs against Catmon
Hill entrenchments, during which time the plane was heavily hit by a 4(•
or larger calibre shel and " ICARDIV TWENTY-SEVIN was wounded, the plane
returned to the MARCUS ISLAND where, owing to its heavy damage, it was
Jettisoned.****

While (a) COMKARDIV TWEN-SMVE'a reasons for malting this
flight are not known but were apparently to gain at first hand information
concerning Vhe resulte of a particular ground suppurt mission, anci (b) his
courage in flying such a mission was commendable, there is considerable
doubt that the demands of the situation required that he so expose himnelf
to enemy gunfire and the risk of possible capture.

Action Report. CTU 77.4.14, Leyte Operation, Serial 026, Nevember 4th,
i 1944.

** War Diary CIMCAHI)1V 26 ((,TU 77.4.34). October 20th, 1944.
S* Rear Admirel W. D. Sample, USN.
S� ALircraft Action Report. No. 51, GC-21, Oct.ober 2Dth, 1944.
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THI tOITS UP THE SATTLt LES3UE THAT IT IS UNWIS FOR A
NAVAL bAPWHO IS COMVESANt WITH THE FBBWT ANDA FLAMED FUTURE
OPRKATIONS OF HIS COMM, XD POiNSBLY OF MO MNAKS AS WEI, TO
EXPOM S HIMSELF IN SUCH MANN3 =ThYL FOR, W= HE CAPT LUE BY TOH
MAW, IN 0IGHT BE FIORCM TO GIVE AWAY IMNOWATION 0 VITAL DEIPTANCE TO
To SIJOCSS? WN2)CT ?CF THE OnMaTrio.

The first target CAP of the day nade a fighter sweep of Leyte
airfields en route to their station* and twilve VF of the fire% direct
support group made anti-4hipping and anti-motor torpedo bcat *weeps aver
Ctrigara Day, San Pedro Bay, Gaites Sa and Surigao Strait.

A At 0832 TU 77.4.1 uas attacked by three emy carrier-type
fighters can7lm bmbs fhlle in the sidet of launching the landing-hour
striko group tor Pamson. Four bmbM rarrowly mimsed the SAiTU asd one
bomb skipped a"d steuck the 3AMAO1 at the waterlinm caasi negligible
danSe. One QC the attack planes vs shot down by anti-aircraft fire, one
by the CAP and one by FF of the strike group.* These enemy aircraft, which
had case from Cebu, reported, prior to being shot down, ai havizng scored
direct hits on two converted carriers.**

Thb landirg-hour strike group ovr Paraon was ancelled
owing to the lack of any enemy opposition to t.he lasdirw and the aircraft
reurned aboard their parent carriero in TU VT.4.1 with their bombs. 3ce
Ponaon direec support groups were sent by the Coiamsnder Support Aircraft
to sweep airfields on Cebu and) Panay and others were assigned targets
behind the northern and southern beaches. The pilots on these :Wveop
claimed destroying four barmcks, one warehouse, seven lwers and issaging
t.# torpedo bcats; one airborne &Lty army-type fighter shot down over
Open Field, Cebu.*** Japanese sources avail/Able do nat potl'ively support
the above claims. In fact, these sources show that no damage to hlhpping
occurrec during these attacks.***

The direct support air operations over the nore-ht.*n &d
southern beaches we,.- quite offective in supporting the landings and advance
of the assault troops. Pilots reported dsamage to various bulidirgs, fuel
d-eps, pill boxes, gun eoplacements ar4 destruction or damage to thirty-sAi
trucks and cars.*** All roads leading to the beaches were kept under
constant surveillance to keep the enemy from xvwing reinforceaents by land
and the immdiate sea &reas were patroiled to prevent overwater movement.

* Action Report CT ; 77.4.1, Leyte Operation, October 1th - 29th, 1944,

nSerial 00104, November 3th, 1944; also War Diarie a Cf1A•f nnd

SANGAMON, October 20th, 1944; also CTG 77.4 Dispatch 2021.4 October
1914 to CT? 77, info CTF 78, CTF 79 and all TGC's Tv 77.

** Philippine Area Naval Operaionas, Part I1, October - December 1944,
Secnd Damobilisation Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947,
Departaent of the Army Historical Division, File No. 8-5, JS-4-04.

*-G GTG '77.4 Dispatch 210350 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CfT's 78, 79
and all TGtC's of TF 77.

*1** The Impvrial Japanese Navy in WW 11, G(Q, FEC, Mi ittry Mistory
Section, Special Staff, February 1952.
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Again, as on the pr'vioua day, due to the inability of Allied
radars to detect low flying aircraft in proximity to the murr*mwiinag land
masses, the TGAP was not too effective in preventing enemy aircraft from
penetrating the objective area inside Leyte Oulf. Fortunately, enemy
resistance to the Allied landing us as meager in the air as it me on the
ground and us limited to the following:

(a) Naval Aircraft:

(1) At 0828 an enew carrier-type fighter, pursued by
three Allied fighters, passed low and close aboard the BISBEE in the entrance
to Leyte Gulf and was shot down shortly thereafter.*

(2) At 1602 an enemw carrier-type attack plane torpedoed
the HONOLULU, inflicting serious damage.** This plane ws one of the two
that took off from Nichols Field, Luzon, about 1320 and landed at Cebu Base
at 1705. The pilot of one plane reported that he had definitely sunk an
Allied transport in Leyte Gulf; the other plane did not return.***

The unit identity of the carrier-type aircraft, which
made the attack in (a) (1) above and which appears to have come from Cebu,
cannot be fully established as the information thereon is meager. It appears
to have belonged to the 201st Air Group which had received an order on
October 18th to "continue -nrprise attacks".#****

(b) Arnq- Aircraft:

(1) At 0607 an enemy arary-type fighter dropped two bciws
on the PRESERVER off the western tip of Homonhon Island. One bomb scored a
direct hit putting the PRESERVER out of comidssion, although she was deeed
salvageable .*****

(2) At 0615 an enerry army-type fighter dropped two boMbs
close aboard the L(IISVILLE without cauning any damge.****** This plane was
app&rently one of two similar type planes sighted over Dhtlag at about this
time by the air coordinator, io reported that one plane had made an attack
on the bombardment crnisars, and then flew off to the north.*******

w War Diary BISIE, October 20th, 1944.
** War Diary HONOLULU, October 20th, 1944.

Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit (331ST Air Group),
October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
Ibid., Conmander 5T11 Base Air Force Dispatch 182142, Oectober 1944.

* Wai- Di ary PRPK@i(ERVER, Cctooer 20th, 1944.
* Aet.on Report ,TG 77.2 ('Yt4CRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of

Leyte Island, Philippine sl'arods, October 16th - 24th, 1944,
Serial (00147, November 5th, 194".

a•*k* Aircraft Action Report No. , VJ-'1, October 20th, 1944.
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(3) At 0620 an enew land reconnaissance plane bombed
the L•T's of the Northern Attack Force with negative results.*

(4) At 0713 an army-type fighter dropped a bcmb near the
LCI(R) 31 off the Panaon beaches without causing any damageo**

The army aircraft, which made the above attacks,
reportedly belonged to the SECOND Air Division which had launched a twenty-
plane &ttack at dawn. Actually, they were from at least four separate units
and were, therefore, probably not coordinated as a single attack group. As
indicated above under (b) (1), (2), (3) and (4) they made only one hit
although they claimed having (1) sunk one destroyer, one transport and two
landing craft and (2) made near misses on one destroyer.**-*

(c) From 1805 until 1M6 an enemy two-engine land bomber,
apparently on a reconnaissance mission, flew leisurely around Leyte Gulf
while, the ships fired at it ineffectively. The dusk CAP could not make an
interception because of the heavy anti-aircraft fire.**

Dmspite the above, it should be pointed out here that the
target combat air patrol was not always unsuccessful in thwarting enemy air
attacko. It had several successes: (a) at 0745 a low-flying enemy carrier-
type attack plane carrying a torpedo ws shot down over Biliran Strait off
the niorthwastern tip of Leyte*N** wid (b) at 1645 a second torpedo-equipped
carrier-type attack plane was shot dowi c•vr Leyte Gulf.***** The latter
plane is most likely the one that had departed Nichols Field at 1400 and
failid to return.*N**

During the day, if the basic plan us followed, which seems
correct, =TG 77.4 maintained a local CAP of eight VF and an ASP of four VT
over TI 77.4.1 and a CAP of four VF and an ASP of four VT each over TU's
77.4.2 and 77.4.3. The GAP over TU 77.4.3 shot dow one enenm plane
(probably army) at a distance of twenty-five 3r more miles from the
formtion.NN**N**

SBy 1915, when the dusk CAP wao recovered, the three carrier

*Action Report, C•G 7 Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November
29th, 1944; also War Diary MURRAY, October 20th, 191-4.

*�,Wr Diary SCHROZZR, October 20th, 1944.
*** Daily Recor! cf the War Situation, (AQ, FEC Special Historical

Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arzy Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwedt
Pacific Area (Itent , Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Sel-ies Vol. 1I).

A M* Aircraft Action Report No. 8, V-!-81, October 20th, 1944.
**W* Action Report WICKES, Assault an Leyte Island, Serial 060, Novembewr

3rd, 1944; also War Diary BENNION, October 20th, 1944.
*!"" Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attqck Unit (331ST Air Group),

October 20th - November ]3th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
***'* b~War Diary KALININ BAY, October 2"th, 1944.
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Wtsk mn~s of TO 77.4 h#d flomu about 305 direct support sortie•, 132
targt W s orti, an twenty target ASP sorties. 1

Total aircraft 1ossocs for the day were two VF (CHEMPAOO,
AKr M'1IN SAY) wd fIve VT (FANWL&W BAY--ow,, WARUS ISLAD-one, ST. WO.-
tbm.), all lost op"retionAly. On* pilot (CWQAGo) was lost.** Thus,
at the1 adof t day, i had rwainin 287V F and 170 VT.

After the last planes of the dusk CAP'* had landed, all
three units of TG 77.4 retired 'to their respective redht operating areas.

(a) Opeation of C) 77.5 (ofmwoping and Hydrographic Group),

4,• On this day the various sweep units of TG 77.5 opeamted as

Are (nq v unit TWOs Sweep Character

SPLUMMET Ob Exporatory* Moored and acoustic to a
f, (i)depth of fortyr feet.

SW B TWO, Clearance Hoored and acowtic to a
TWU & depth of eighty foot in order
XINDIY to clear moored mines tbt*-
THIRTIY- might be ridin lower than
FOUR their not depth in the low

currents.

RE & WI FMOUR Exploratory Koored and acoustic to a
INACHES depth of twenty feet.

WIN,, ORANGE, FIVE Exploratory Nrored to a depth of twenty
VILT & YBLLGV feet.
BMCHES

GEW BEACHES and Six Kuplpotstory Moorod and acoustic to a
Tay Tay Foint depth of twenty feet.

War Diaries SANTEE, SUWAME, IWTCN Rif, MARCUS IAND, SAVO ISLAND),
FAISSNAW BAY, KInlbW BAY, KAlININ BAY, October 2)th, 1944; also 0'S
Action Reports, Leyte Operat.on, KALMIN BAY, Serial 012•• Novewer
5th, 1944; WHITE PLAINS, Serial 0011, October 27th, 1944; PFTROF BAY,
Serial 052, Novemiber 2ad, 1914; XkVILA BAY, Serial 0103, November
2na, 1944; 5AGINAW BAY, Serial 0127, Povember 4th, 1944; Aircraft
Action Reports Mos. 43, 44, 45, 46, VC-5, October Xth, 194; Aircraft
Action Reports No&. 7, 8, VC-58, October 2)th, 1944.

** War Diaries "CCARDIV 25, CHEMANO•i, K171UP BAY, October 2Dth, 1944;
La.o Alrcraft Action Report No. 51, VC-21, Octobr X44s, 1944.

*5* Action Report CTG 77.5, N.-veoepinxn Oper•tlori In Surigao Str&At #i
Leyte Gulf, SeriAl 0.11, O•tober 'Nth, 1944.

_,).I* War Diary KAXILTOK, October 20th, 1944.
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Pra(late. IV) unit TeS1062 Character

Fire Suppcrt Areas SEVEN & Clearance Moored and acoustic to a
ABUE & BME EIGHT depth of twenty and ten feet.

CUTTA' FOUR Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
depth of forty feet.

PARAVANS FIVE Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
depth of forty feet.

OTTU STX Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
depth of forty feet.

N(V!' (I): Sweep Unit ONE, less CHANIL,, HOWARD and PRE=.E, also made a
tactical sweep ahead of TF 78 on approach and entry into Leyte
04lf; BREEWE operated with Hydrographic Unit; PiRJLE, whosw
services were not required for hydrographic duty, anchored off
Dulag to match the invasion; CHANDLER and HOWARD rejoined Unit
ONE for the exploratory sweep of Area PLUWMET, which sweep had
negatii re•sul•s; SANDS engaged in shallow water miuneseeping
operations ofi northern and southern beaches using LCPRI' s
equipped with minesweeping gear; CHICLASAW assisted damaged ROS5,

REARVSE, and HONCLULJ.*

By this day CTG 77.5 had made exploratory or clearance
sweeps in all areas of Lqyte Gulf (Plate IV) with negative results, except
in Area SMIW, where he had discovered mny moored chemical horn contact
mines Ln a straight two-row field. In addition, his Hydrographic Unit
(TU 77.5.2) bad buoyed the channels, the approaches to the beaches, and the
dangerous shoals and obstructions within the gulf.

A'6 0750 he received three additional ainesweepers-tha
SALUTE, SAUNTER and SCRDOIACE of KINDIV THIRTY-FOUR. These m±neoweepers had
proceeded to Leyte Oulf with CTG 79,2 and had now been assigned to CTG 77, 5.
GT0 77.5 then assigned tý* SCOUT, from Swep Unit TWO, to the above three
mineweepers and directed thum, as KM!1DIV THI1TY-POL)R, to swoep Ar"a SWEEP.
This unit swept eight in*es.**

Adiitional min"s wer swept as fo~lows:

(a) Sweep Unit TWO -. eight.**

(b) Sweep Unit, THM - sixteen.C4HI

* War Diaries 3OUTHARD, BRKWSE, HAM•lTON, PAIIER, CHANDLER, PESERVER,
SAMDS, PERE and CHICKASAW, October 20th, 1944.

**•e War Diaries SALUTk, SAUNrfe, SCRIMMAGN and Deck Log SWtT, October
20th, 1944.

MON War Via.ry TO•KE, October 20th, 1944.
*Pop War, Diary RXQUISITE, October 20th, 1944.
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At 1933 Sweep Unit SIX returned frce operations off GRUN
Beach amd Tay Tay Point.

CTG 77.5 stated, in his report of the operation• that by
D-daY (presmably meaning by nightalI on D-day) TG 77.5 had swept a total
of 227 mines in clearing chanels, anchorages and fire support area@.*
Actually, he appears to have swept a total of 222 mines, computed as
follows: October 17th, twenty-seven; October lth, fifty-three; October
19th, 110; October 20th, thirty-two.**

octobW(d) Operations of MOG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group),S~October 2Mt.

Upon being released by CTO 77.2 at 0455, CTG 77.6, in

the TUiEOT, assigned his APD' a to patrol ttations on an eaot - west line
four miles south of the Southe- Tramport Area as directed b7 COO4D•ON
FIFTY-SIX.

At 0800 he turned over commnd of the A)D screen to the
Ccmiandin Officer OVWTO and, with the TALBOT and GOLDSB(AROUGQ, reported
to CTF 79 for duty. se me then directed by CTF 79 to report to the
BeLahmaster of Transport Group ABLE for post-assault demolition work as
required. On learning from the Beacbmaster that no post-assault dew lition
work would be required this day, he released the GMMBSBROUGH to re tarn to
the APD soreen and directed the TALBOT to stand by in the Southern Transport
Area on call.*** Nothing further of importAnce occurred.

Since the units of this group performed screening and
escort duties only, these APD' s will be discussed under the attack force
commanders and this group rill be dropped from further discussion.

(2) Operations of CT? 78 (Northern Attack Force), October 20th
(Plate V).

Prior to discussing the D--day operations of CTF 78 (Conder
Northern Attack Force), who ms also CTG 78.1, it might be well to review

SAction Report CTG 77.5 (M(XIARM 2)s Report of Mnesweeping Operations
in Surigao Strait and Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 291th, 1944.

5* in evaluating the individual ship and unit records to verify the
minesweeping reports, an attempt has been made to count only those
mines logged as actually swpt, exclading the *floaters" (largely
mine freed by the recent typhoon), of which a considerable -- Ier
were encountered, and which were sunk or destroyed; nor in this
analysis of the minsweeping operations have mines reported by other
units been included.

SWar Diaries CCMDHflh 56 and TALD•T, October 20th, 1944; also Action
Report CTG 77.6. Leyte Island Operations, Philippine Islands, Serial
CO44, November 10th, 1944.
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the tasks tnat had been assigned to his in the basic p'an* for KNG II
insofar an the main landings are concerned (the pro-D-day landings on
Dinegat, Suuan and Mcnonhon Imlaa whih hod been smaeOssfu~lly

accoplished by units of his comaand, have already been discussed in
detail in Volume II).** These tasks were:

(a) At 1000 on D-dv to land the FIRST Cavalry Division
and the TWEM-FOURTH Infantry Division (lese the TJLM-FIRST Infantry
Regiment) of the TETH Corps, U.S. SLXrH Arw, an W Beach (San Ricardo)

and RW Beach (Palo) in the Tacloban area of northern Leyte, with the
objective of gaining control of the Leyte Valley to Carigara Bay and San
Juanico Strait,

(b) At 1000 on D-day to land n regimental cobat team
(TWMTY-FIRST Infantry Regiment) of the ThEM-FOUR•T Infantry Division on
GHN Beach in the vicinity of Panaon Strait for the purpose of gaining
control of the strait to permit the passage of motor torpedo boats into

Mindanao Sea and waters west of Leyte.

(c) To establish, prior to D-day, a harbor entrance control

unit and to mait hen this unit until relieved of responsibility by C:m.nder
Central Philippiunes Attack Force.

(d) OC arrival in the objective area to assue control of
Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) and Fire Support Unit North (TU 77.2.1) for
bombardment, night harassing fire and close fire support on D-day and
subsequent thereto as required.

(e) On D-day, and subequent thereto, to control and direct
the operations of UDT Unit North as required.

(f) To control such support aircraft as had been
specifically assigned by CTF 77.

(g) To provide antisubmarine, antimotor torpedo boat, and
antiaircraft protection in own area of responsibility (Plate VIII).

In furtherance of the above assigned tasks he had organised
his force into three principal groups for the main assault, Tit., the Palo
Attack Group (TG 78.1), the San Ricardo Attack Group (TG 78.2) and the
Panaon Attack Group (TG 78.3). In addition he had formed three reinforce-
ment groups (TG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8) to land service troops, supplies and
equipment at the objective area on D+2, D+4 and D+9 days. He himself
cowanded both the Palo Attack Group and the Northern Attack Force. He had
assigned cunmand of the Panaon Attack Group, effective on its arrival at the
objective area, to Comianer Dinagat Attack Group (CTG 78.4), who had

* CAL ZOWESPAC Operatiorw Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 2Kh,
1944.

m* Volute II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (MavPere 92194), Waval War CGllege,
1955.I 29
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conducted (under CTO 77.2) the pro-D-day Ln~aing.*

IT IS NOT ENTIRELY CLLAR 4ff CIT 7# A,-A, WOki;A"n 'F BOTHrO
TiE NWMORTI ATTAZ FORCE (1? 78) AND NE PALO ATTA( MM (TG 78.1) FOR,
BY 1 HATS" IT WAS PASIREI FOR HNI 70 8909U 30 GM S
IN M'• TACTICAL OPMATIONS OF THE PALO ATTACK GIOUP AS POSSIBLY TO OVflLOIL
HIS BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES AS C DER ATTAC FORCE,

At the beginning of the day CTF 78, in MM RIDG, was in
the outer swept channel ten miles from the entrance to Leyte Gulf. Five
minesweepers from Sweep Unit ONE were conducting a tactical sweep ahead and
on the right flank of the force.

At 0040 he entered Area SWEEP. When he had completed safe
transit through this area at 0153, he released CTG 78.3 to proceed to GREEN
Beach while he proceeded with TG's 78.1 and 78.2 up the Tacloban - Dulag
Approach Channel toward RED and WHITE Beaches (Plate IV).** He released
the minesweepers at 0200.***

At 0230 he received a request from CTG 78.3 for permission
to advance the time of landing. He relayed this request to CTF 77 and
obtained approval.****

At 0645, upon arriving off the riouth of Sa&P Pedro Bay, he
gave the signal for the various elements of the Northern Attack Force to
deploy to their designated areas, while he stationed his flagship astern
of the transports to observe the operation. His cruisers and fire support
destroyers proceeded ahead to their assigned fire support areas and hie
remaining destroyers formed a screen around the starboard quarter of the
formation; his transports proceeded to their assigned anchorages in the
Northern Transport Area, followed by the LST' s.

At 0700 he noted that CTU 77.2.1 (Comuander Fire Support
Unit North), who had just reported to him for duty, had commenced his
bombardment of the designated areas along the northern beaches.

At 0750 he received word that the fast carriers would
strike the beaches from 0830 to 0845. He therefore directed that Plan

* CTF 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, November 3rd, 19144;
also Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November
10th, 1944.

** Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November 10th,
1944.

t.* War Diaries LONG and SOUTHARD, October 20th, 1944.
*'�* Action Report CTIG 78.3, Report of Panaon Group, Serial 0019, undated

(probably early November 1944); also CTF 78 Dispatcn 191846 October
1944 to CTF 77.
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IVICTOR be put in effect during this time.* Plan VICTOR as employed by
CTF 78 restricted all naval guns to a maximum ordinate of 1,000 feet for
ships gunfire during air strikes.

At 0828, having arrived in the Northern Transport Are&t he
learned through the CSACP in the WASATCH that the scheduled air strike was
now going in and that CSACP would advise him when the area was clear.*

At 0830 he received a querg from CTU 77.2.1 as to whether
or not the air strikes scheduled for that tia. had been completed. To this
he replied in the negative.**

Also at about 0830 he received' a disappointing TBS voice
radio message from CTG 78.2 wherein that commander expressed a doubt as to
his ability to meet the landing-hour and recomsrvded that the landing-hour
be delayed until 1030 (one-half hour).***

At 0900 he ooserved that CTU 77.2.1 had completed his
scheduled bombardment of the beaches and commenced retirement to the
southern part of FS Area DOG to stand by for call fires. As the battleships
of TU 77.2.1 completed their operations, he likely observed the cruisers of
TG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) commence their scheduled bombardment which
continued until 0945. There was no hiatus in the bombardment, a situation
which would have been unacceptable in a heavily opposed landing.

AT THE TIME CTU 77.2.1 RETIRED HE HAD NOT AS YET SEEN ANY
PLANES FRC! THE AIR STRIKE REPORTED GOING IN AT 0828 AND, THUS, BECAUSE
PLAN VICTOR RD(AINED IN EFFECT, HAD DONE NO FIRING AFTER 0830 ON THOSE
TARGETS REQUIRING A MI1IMID ORDINATE GREATER THAN 1,000 FEET.** THE
UNFORTUNATE RESULT OF THIS WAS THAT CERTAIN TARGETS WHICH MIGHT HAVE ha-N
FIRED ON DURING THIS PERIOD HAD TO HE USED AS "CALL FIRE" TARGETS LATER.

FPRM THIS IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT (A) SINCE A RESTRICTION
ON THE HAXIMKU GUNFIRE ORDINATE FOR EXTENDED PERIODS OF TIME BEFORE THE
ACTUAL ASSAULT CAN PROVE TO BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE BOMBARD1MENT, THE DIPLOY-
MENT OF SUCH RESTRICTIONS SHOULD BE WEIGHED CAREFULLY WITH RELATION TO THE
DEVELOPING SITUATION AND (B) ANY GUNFIRE PLAN LIMITING THE MAXIMUM ORDINATE
DURING AN AIR STRIKE SHOULD NOT BE ORDERED UNTIL THE STRIKE IS READY TO GO
IN AND SHOULD BE CANGELtL.D AS SOON AS IT HAS DEPARTED.

The above confusion was caused by improper coordination
between (a) CTF 77 and the fast carriers (CTG', 38.1 (UTC) and 38.4)

* Second Endorsement by CTF 78 (Serial 01889, December 27th, 194)4) to
Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment and Fire Support Misqions on
Leyte Island, P.I., Serial 0166, October 29th, 1944.

•*1 Action Report MJ 77.2.1, Bombardrnent and Fire Support Missions on
Leyte Island, F.I., Serial 0166, O-toter 29th, 194.

• ** Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,
¶1934.
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regarding the pre-2andingndur strike, =4 (b) Coamander Suport Aircraft
Central Philippines (CSACP) and the Ccimnders Support Aircraft of the
Northern and Southern Attack Forces. For examles CSACP had (a) not been
advised previously ar to the vmbere, composition and azuament of the
various pre-landing-hour strike grmpe from the fast carriers and (b)
ordered these planes on arrival to attack only the southern beaches but did
not make this peint clear to CT? 78 who in turn thought the strike gror?
was to attack the northern beaches as well and, therefore, had ordered
flan VICTOR. The "all clear" signal was never received.*

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH ARE OFTU
EXPERIENCED IN NAAL OPERATIONS WHEN PROPER COORDINATION HAS NOT SM
ACHIEVED BE= THE VARIOUS UNITS CONCRNED.

IT SHOULD HE POINTED OUT HERR THAT DOCTRINE PROVIDED THAT
COORDINATE CO(ANDERS SHOULD, "AS FAR AS CONDITIONS PzIrf, KEEP OU AN•OTER
INOM OF THEIR POSITIONS, J)MWS, INTENTIONS AND OF CONTACTS WITH THE
ENK4. IT TS NOT NECESSARY TO BURDEN COMMUICATIONS WITH FREQUENT REPORTS
WHEN OPERATIONS ARE PROCEEDING AS PLANNE OR WITH REPORTS OF THE END(Y THAT
CONTAIN NO NEW INFOMATION. IT IS ESMTAL TO REPORT MK IbFOMNATION OF
THE MUDY AND DELAYS OR I4WIfIr'TIONS IN THE EXECUTION OF PART OF A
DIRECTIVL"*

At 09ZO CTF 7f8, replyIng by T3S voice radio to CTG 78.2's
request to delay the landin-iiour, stated that it was too late and directed
him to do the best possible. Thus, he confirmed to his attack groip
commanders the landing hour as 1L,30. There is no available record or
indication of any xfrther conf'rrmation.

At 0925 he noted that the destroyers of TG 77.3 commenced
their schedul-d bombardment.***

At 0938 the first boat waves of assault troops departed
their line of departure for WHITE Beach*** and at 0943 the first boat wwax
of assau1ý. troops departed their line of departure for RED Beach
(Plate V).i*s**

S* Report of Support Aircraft Operations, KING II, Comouiaer Support
Aircraft, 7THFLT Itr da*ed November 2Mi, 1944, No Serial; also
Second Endorsement by CMF 78 to Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment
of and Fire Support Kission on Leyte Islanm, P.I. serial 0166,
October 29th, 1944.

* VWar Instructions, U.S. Navy, 1944, FTP 14?(A) U.S. Navy, U.S. Fleet,
Headquarters of the Coamander in Chief, Navy Department, 1946,
Paragraph 228.

SAction Report KILLEN, Central Philippines Invasion, October 20th
24th, 1944, Serial 0076, November Ist, 1944.

i *'* Action Report CTU 78. '. (Commander Control Unit), (pratioulos Against
the Island of Layte, 'hilippkne Islands, Serial 07, October 24th, 1944.

t e Action Report CTU 78.1.7 (Co mandr Control Unit, Leyte Operstion,

No Serial, November 13t, 1944.
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Both boat waoes were on schedule. 3ince the WHITE Beach wve was clearly
visible, CTF 78 now know that, despite CTG 78.2's concern about landing on
time, that cm er' s boat waves bad left the line of departure on
schedule*

At 0947 he noted that the cruisers of T• 77.3 (exe•t
ROF6HMIm) had copl••td their scheduled biabardnet .- d lay to in iS Area

DOG• for "*oall or meounterbattery" fire.**

At 0955 he noted those destroyers of TG 77.3, which had
been firing at the landing beaches and which had no assigned targets after
this ti.., bad ceased firing.

Between 0955 and 1000 the beaches were subjected to an
intense rocket barrage (apprmximately 1970 rockets).***

At 1001 he observed that the first boat wave of TG 78.1 had
reached RED Beach. How closely he was able to follow the landing operations
of CTG 78.2 is not known but it seems likely that he observed TG 78.2's
first boat wave reaching WHITE Beach also on schedule.

IT WILL BE MOTED THAT THE B(BARK ENT, JUST PRIOR TO THE
LANDINGS, DID NOT INCLUDE BOMBING AND STRAFING OF THE BEACHES. THIS WAS,
TO QUOTE CTT 78, MErAU8 HE COJSIDIZN "THAT GUNFIRE AND ROCERTS COULD MORE
EFFECTIVELY KWEP THE1 BEACHES UND CONTROL THAN TO STOP BCMBARDMENT FOR T1W
TO TMW'T MIINUTES AT A CRITICAL TIME WlILE PLANES CAME IN FOR, AT MOST, A
FI14i(l4tf9 &BING AND STRAFING RUN. PLANES ARE HIGHLY DESIRABLE ON REAR
TARGA7S 3T SHOULD NOT BE USED ON THE BEACHES JUST PRIOR TO THE ASSAULT AT
THE n.r•al X, GUNPO•R"

TIE PORW3OING MAY HAVE MERIT WHEN ALL FACTORS ARE CONSIDERED,
IN PARTICULAR (A) THE REQUIREMENT TO TE4PIMRILY LIFT NAVAL GUNFIRE (WHEN
PLAN VTCTOR IS IN EFFECT) FROM MW GUN POXITIONS LOCATED ON HIGH GROUND
F1M WHICH THEY COULD CONCENTRATE FIRE ON THS BEACHES AND APPROACHES TIWRETO,
AND (B) THE BELlE? THAT CONTINUOUS BOK0Ar[ (BY NAVAL GUNFIRE), PLUS TIWE
SCAEDtiLED CONCUTPRATED ROCKET BARRAGE (s0 CONSIDi•tE BY CTF 78), PROVIDEDI .!PJ. FIIRAKW TO CAUS TIM ENEMY TO WITHDRAW FROM ALI, BEACH DEFENSE
POSITIONS. fKHEVER, DOE•S I NOT SE43 TO INDICATE AN EViDENT RELUCTANCE ON
rHE PART OF CTF 78 TO ATT11MPT CLOSE, COOiRDINATION EITWEEN HIS AIR AND NAVL,
GUNFIRE SUPPORT? IN ADDITION TO FACTORS (A) AND (3) ABOVE,, THIS RELUCTANCE
MIGHT BE ATTRIBUTED TO AN ADDITIOHAL FACtOR; I.E., A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN
t5ll ABILITY To EFFECTIVELY CrK)RDINATE THESE TWO SUPPORTING ARMS.

* Action Report CTU 78.2.7 (Commaider Control Unit), Operattonu Against
the Island of Leyte, Philippine Islande, Serial 01, October 24th, 1944.

• • Action Report PHOENUI, Bombardment of Tacloban Area, Leyte Island,
P.I., on October 20t.h, 1944, ard SuLsequent Action in Leyte Galf on
October 21st - 24th, 1941, Serttt,] 090, Octobvir ?`,th, 1944.

•/ * Action Report ýflU 78.1,8, 1 :yte ("rutions, O-ct.ober 20th - November
20th, 1944, Serial 160, No•rember 22nd, 1944.

""-** Action Report CTF 78, Leyte (fprationw, S;eri] (X-)9,i, November I1th,
S1944.
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THAN THE ABOVE DI7FERV D " THE VIE OF CT? 79, WHO, RATHER• THAN DO WITHOUT THE PRI,-LANDING, AIR BOKBING AND STRAFING OF THE BEACHES.,
-M !DEAVOR) TO IMPROVE THE COORDINATION BETWEEN HIS AIR AND HIS SUPPORT

NAYAL GUNFIRF. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS HE W)PLOED FLARE SIGNAL FROM THE LAST
AIRCh 1 T COWLETING ITS ATTACK, WHICH FLARL SIGNAL WAS TO INDICATE TO THE
BC1MBARDMG 6P! THAT THEY COULD RESUME FIRE WITH NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE
MAXDU ORDINATE. THE r• i __v f THIS CLOSE COORDINATION ARE INCORPORATED
IN CURRENT AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE DOCTRINE AS A XKSZZ.T n? EXPERIENCES .GAINED
DURPG WORLD WAR II.*

At about 1100 he received word, and alsc, observed, that hir
LST's, on both RED and WHITE Beaches but notably those on RED Beach, were
having difficulty in beaching and it seemed probable that . ,ong delays in
im~loading them would ensue.

These delays were due, in part, to the fact that, although
L0s, LCT's, LCM's and pontoon causeways had been brought forward with the
D-day assault torces for the purpose of assisting in the unloading of the
LST's, no LCT's or pontoon causeways were carried by TF 78. All were
carried by TF 79.

Certainly CTF 78 had recognized that a need for thezi might
arise for (a) his operation plan shows that all beoahas (RED and WHITE) had
a very shallow gradient with reefs and shoals ih the off shore approaches,*4
and (b) his attack order (as CTG 78.1) ste±*) (I) that it 4s possible that
the RED Beach would not be suitable for uz-oading L.S'', without employing
pontoon causeways, (2) he expected to be able to obtain a considerable
number of pontoon sectlons from C"' 79 if required, and (3) he believed
that once the beach off the Tac3 •n airstrip had been captured he would
bo al'. to use it if necessary.***

That 'ds immediate superior, ' 'F 77, also knew that these
pontoon causewayn w-e in iF 79 ,, clear for in his op ration pl." he
refers to the fact 4. ,%L pntor barges and pontoon causeways unre being
carried by CTF 7'9 and . not saqui red in the ',ajthern Attack Vorce
bnaches**** were to be n•v•v¶,d t- the Tacl( An area whero tiift were to be
anchored until requtlri for construction of floatir., e CTF 78's

Aimihibious Operatioi (P2), Dep&rtmert of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval %h.erations, Dlecember 1952, ,hapter 7.

S CTF 7A Oper.ition Plar. 1(••.", Serial. 0)08, October 3rd, 1944.
** .,IG 7F.! Attack rigdr, 1-44, fvrtal Fl-k001, (k..ober 7th, 1944.
**• CANF "0WeiSPAC O(h-ation Plan 13-44, Sevii (X')22A, September 26th,

1944, AnnX T.
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operation plan makes a similar statement.*

Whether CTF 78 made any effort to obtain some of the
causeways for his own command prior to his dsmrt-tre from HollandiA is not
known, although he may have since C.G. S17T1! Army in hiu action report
states tutt, due to the stepping up of 1.ne operation, there was
insufficient time to equip SOWESPAC LST's with pontoon causeways.**
However, it is known that CTU 78.2.2 endeavored to obtain some ashore at
Manus but was unsuccessful, possibly because the LST'b of TF 79 which were
also at Manus had all available.*** If this was so, does it not seem
strange that CTF 78 did ,ot obtain itome from CTF 79 either through agreement
or through interventiorn by CTF 77. The fact that he did not indicates that
it is likely he did not ma~ke any direct effort but felt that if, upon
arrival in the objective area off the beaches, he required such pontoon
causeways, he could obtain enough from CTF 79 in both time and number to
maintain his uniolaing scheduleo

It should be pointed out, here that, while he knew that ten
LCT's were to be supplied to CTM 78 by CTF 79 once the assault landings in
the Southern Attack Area had been *ffeeted,*#* he also knew that no
pontxon causemays -:.,v o b0 maAT available by CTF 79 except possibly on
request,

Based on this concept, he loaded ,LIl the heavy equipment,
including vehicles, bulldozer; and especially shore artillery, in the 1ST' s
with thu hope that they would be able to unlcid across the beaches zo soon
as the assault waves had swcured a beachhead.

AS WJILL BE SHOWN LATER, THIS FAMlURR To HAVE TMEE PONTOON
CAUSEWAYS AND LCT' S 1N TF 78 SUBJECTED THE D-DAY AVSAULT SHIPPING TO A
LONGER PERIOD IN ThE 0OJECTiVE ARM THAN SHOULD HAVg BEEN NECES6S4Y.

Imuediates•y after the beaching of the LST's had proved
abortive, CTF 78 endeavored to obtain pontoon zavseways from CTM 79,
Numerous mesbages resulted wherein aa effort wa mad.e to ascertain the
number of poriton causeways available within TF 79.

Meanwhile, by 1400 he knew that (a) the TWElftY-FOURTI
Infant-y Division, what had landed on RED Beach, had advanced inland 1,800
yards ard was within 1,000 yards of Hill 522, the prbnary D-day
objective,**i**(which hill w&s a dominating terrafn feature Just across toe

* CTF 78 Operation Plan 10.1-4k, Serial O ,OctoLer 3rd, 1944.
**• 6TH U.S. Army, Report of Leyte Ov"raticn, October 1714.h - Decemter

25th, 1944, Report of G-3, pagt 209.
SAction Report CTU 7C.2.2 (ab1o CTU 76.2.7) Operationa Agai•nt the

Island of Leyte, P.I., Serial 07, October 2.4th, 1944.
CTF 79 Attack PIlan No. A3(;,-/4i4, No Serial, October 2nd, 1944,
Arnnex h• r,,Age£

-r#4 Actior s :rport CT)' 78, Leyte Operat-or., Serial 0911, %ovember 0tOh,
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Palo River from Palo, and we the key to the snamzs, deferse of the
entire Palo beachhead),* and (b) the FMT U&v&lry Division, which had
landed on WHITE Beach, had advanced through San Jose and hffl w=y up the
Cataisan Peninsula, usetin only light ensay resistance and muffered no
ftaualt es,**

At 1430 he learned that C.G. FIRST Cavalqr .viaion and
C.G. TWT-FPOTH Infantry Division 'ad assumed cozeasd of their divisions
ashore at WHITE Beach and RED Beach, respectively.**

This was gratifying hecause it shoted -aat (a) operations•.ashore were prooeadin~g admirably and (b) Coma~er TEN. Corps, who was

with him on the BU.E RIDGE, mould presently move his bet.dquarte, ashore
and assi coemand there. Thic ms the first Notep" in the transfer of
camand from the' attrk group and forc¢ cow•nders to 'uhe landirg fni-co
coaW' -a &d was in accordance with instructions f "oc

(a) COLSWSPAZ. whihka prov:eidd, in pVi, theot -during th.
amphibious movrent and laxaAing the Comsaner Naval Attack Forcýs is in
comnd of the anphibioux operationo; his comwwA oontdimoe until the
laA 8Lngc forces are established ashere. Caxsand of the forcoes ashore is
.hen passed to the lAnding Force Cdmanders. The exact tire of transfer
cocmnd from (sic) th9 CGomaders LandiM• Forces will be announced by radio.
The controlling considerations for fixing the time when the iand ing forces
are ostabliahl4 Ashore will be as agreed by the Conmnander Allied Na&I.
Forces and C.G. U!XTH U.S. AriW, and will be armounced by them to this
headquarters and appropriate subordinates• ,* and

(b) CTF 77, ut•ch provides that:

"(I) At each beach, when the landing Force has been
tvtablished ashore, the local Landing Foxve Commander ill assume commd,
J,•formik,, tte lnml. Attack Group Ccamnder and reporting to his Attaak
Force Couuoader for duty.

"(2) In e-sch Attack Force, when all. Landrln orcee lave
boon establIse.ýd ashare and commnani has bvon shifted ashore, the Attack
Fomce Coamw4ar and the Corps Coimander will so report to the Cammander
Central Phiippin•,s Atack Force, the Corps Commanua ,o- reporting to him
for dmly.

"(3) gNrn all Landing Forces have been est-ablishem
teova aizc, the C m .irlg Oen'ral SI1TH Army &Advses tbe Cho nder Centrval

Phili'xpi.u• Ata1ck Fur-c that hoe Ds ready to assume -onmand, the cm-Aand of
kbh fo*oe ashore is transferred to tL- Cormawsdin General SIXTH Army.

~ Ary, Rpor of ~to tinOobr 1t, - Do r
25th, V44u, pa 32..

S� Action Report C-TF 7?P, Leyte CperjAtion, Serial 0911, Novermber loth, 194!41.
S* G K SW1A OJ.Aratious Li-aCtions No. 70, dated September Zs.at, 1944,

annexed t:. )] ' UJ.3. Arm3r, Report of Leyte Operat one, Octobr 17th -

Siee'~r 25th, 19•4,• page 92.
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The eyAct time of transfer of ccsannd will be announced by radio to C4Q

and all conuarders concerned."*

IT IS OF INTEREST THAT TM ABOVE CQ4MAND MELATIONSHIP
RESD(BLS FAIRLY CLOSELY A CURRENTLY (1957) ACCEPTED DOCTRINE TERMED
"THM AND RElATIONSHIPS WHEN ATTACK AND LANDING FORMES ARE FORMED AND
CCOMMAD IS JOINED AT THAT LEVEL."M

By 1530 the entire Cataisan Peninsula, including the
Tacloban airfield, was in Allied hands.***

By 1540, upon completion f unloading the five LSD' s
assigned to his force (EPPING FOREST, C"i•a HAIL, aUNSTON W;L, OAK HILL,
WHrITE MASH), he formed TG 78.9, consistizg of these LSDPs ai tho ARIADNE,
STACK, LANG (which, at 1857, was replaced by the Mc-M), SCHLEY (antur.1ly
CROSBY),**Nm and KILT! as escorts, and directed CTU 78.3.3, in ARIADNE, t,
take charge and procsed to Hollandia.**(• *

Having learned several hours earlier (at 1401) that twenty
mused sections of pontoon causeways were available within TG 79,2,*
he, at 1626, requested information from CTP 79 as to uhether CTG 79.2
would delivor t1hem and, if so, would he expedite their de1.ivery.*M*a*"

At 1700 he learned that at 155 three LST's (745. 1013,
1OZ4) which were carrying sections of pontoon rA-;eways had been ordered to
proceed to RED Beach area and would report to hib for duty.**-E**** This
was likely a considerable relief for the need for both pont~oin causeways
and LCT's had been urgent throughout tha (DLy.

At 1752 he ordered his transports to get underway upon

completion of unloading in time to rendezvous with CTG 78.3, the convoy
,command, at 2200 at, Point EST for retiremmnt to Palau and Hollanx1ia in

CAMF S4MZSPAC Operation Plan No,, 13-4", Serial .0)022A, Septembero
26th, 1944, Paragraph 5(c)(3).
Amphibious OperatLons (NWP 22), Departaent of the Aavy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operationa, December ,A,952, Paragraph 297 and
Figure 2-4.
Action Report CTF 78, 210svte Operation, -7riml 00911, Nctember lCrth,
1944; also 6TH U.S Army, lReport of the .eyta Operation, October
17th - December 25th, 1944, w-aatod.
SCHLEY was designatwd in error, havirg been repacad by CHOSHY ati
a hospital evacuation iship the paevio-uk OSy.
CTF 78 Dispatch 200640 October 1944 tv CTU 78.3.3, info C1G'v
78.2, 78.3, CTF's 77, 79, etc.
CTG 79.2 Visual Dispatch 20U452 October .1904 to CTF 78, info CT1'
79.
C** H• 77 T 78 TBS Voice Radio Mes" 20V726 Octot.*4 ,19" to CTF "9. info
CTG 79.2.

* •CTU 79.6.1 TBS Voica Radio Message ýX-OO Ct•o•er 19%4 to CITG
79.-2, CTG 79.4, info CTF 78, cTM 79,
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CTP 715
Cl-tober 20th

fato.e•dnte with his basic zeirgmant schelule*.

At 1A15 WA was relieved to learn that th4 three LST, a with
poft"ooB CamaQ1wYs W.42 final~ly ancborwd off R W Snukc. 4*

It seew likely tQ% the ten LCT' s frm TY 79 alo arrived
about this tia. for CTF 78 la his action report stktsd that it was not unatl
late nn D-day that mW of the pontoon caeways and LCT' s arrived in the
northern a&eo.** He does not eppear to have used either the LCT's or the

Sponoon causeways until ths foflowig morning.

At •,•45 LANG reported for duty from TO 7T.3 and asa.•wd
patrol dut,ý.s near Capines Point, Saamr-.

By 2112 all of his tranncorts then depart'-g-twelve APA's
(YAlb=$~ OWST~, LEE1)T~MU, DuPAGN., FIUMER ELMORE, WAINE, LFAWARD WOW,~
-PKRCE, JAiE3 O'HA•A, IARM-L-, WMTAeE) &nd three AP's (JOHN LAN)],
LA SALLE, H124LD OF TNE HOLMUNG)--ere standing out of San Pedro Bay toward
the rndezvous poeition,"* but, owizg to delay in departure of several
Lransport•, did nut effect finazl ntndezvous until abou. 0415 the following
morning.***

EV the end of the d&7 CTF 78 had met his D.-day commitments
with the exception of the complete unloading uf his LST s. This was
because (a) •oue of the twelve LST's assiFged to MG 78.1 (LST 466 had
caiý for both beaches a-zd therefore e.t this point is included tith TG
78.1) did not cmence unloading their troops or their cargoes this day
and (b) although all of the thirteen LUT's assigned to CrG 78.2 wore
beached and had continned unload.ing throughout the night, they likewise
did Dot succeed in completely discharging their bulk cargo until the
following .orning. A bbauhhsad had been secured and the transports and
LSD' s had been unloaded on schedule. Based on the expected loading
(about1 1300 troops in each APA or AP and 500 i1 ench LST-rno exact figures
are available) a total of approximately 32,050 troops and about 20,350 tons
of the scheduled 26,400 tons of supplies and equiupent had been* laded

* CTF 78 Dispatch 200852 October 1914 to CT6's 78.2 & 78.3, C` 78.1.3

info CTF '7, CTG 78.5; also CTF W8 Ope-ation Plan No. 101-44, Annex
B, Serial 0006, October 3rd, 1944; also Action Report CTG 78.3,
Report of Panaon Group, SeriaJ 00.9, undated (probably early
Noveber 1944).
Action Report CTG 79.6.11, Periom Octo; ir 20th - 24th, 1944, Serial
03-. 4 4, Oc,.ober 3l1t, 194h

-*** Action Report CTF 78, Ley~e Operatior, Serial C0•?U, Novewber loth,

1944, page 22.
**V* Action Report FATME, Leyte, Philippine Islands Operaticn, Serial

055, October 23rd, 1944.
*54*• Acti.n 'i nort SCHROED1K, 0)arationA against Leyte, October 13th.

23id, 19".4, ,erial 047, October 25tn, 1914; also Action Repo'.qt
CTU 78.1.3 (CCCKTRtAN1W 24), Leyte Assault, 3erial 0200, October
2,4th, 1944.
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CTG 78,1
October 20th

across tht northern beaches. (6/)50 toni of supplies and approximately
5,500 troops -in eleven LS2's of TG 78.1 ha, -ot as yet been unloaded).*
%mk resistarce an the gmil b,%d been comparatively light and was oonfined
principally to the tWW Beach area. There had been no damage to the forces
by enmy aircraft,

It is to be noted that, although he had prepared a veiy
elaborate and oaprehansive mmoke plan, he did .ot, on this day, use smoke,
He felt, posibly because his AP/APA's and LSU's were unloaded and making
prorations to depart prior to thk- c€it" "'2. dusk period when air attacks
were likely and vaoke iou3d provide the beat protection to his forces, that
there was no occasion to execute the moke plan.

THIS DECISION (NOT TO AUtOMATjCALLY W(PLOY THIS SMOKE PRO-
TETION AT THIS TIME, Vz DID CTF 79 FOR IHE SOUTHERN ATTACK FX)RCE) IS
OUNSID•ED UXW,-&, FOR EM THOUGH EVEP1 AiR ATTACKS WERE OF A MINOR NATURE
AD HAD CAUSED NO DAMAGE TO HIS kufCES OH T,,IS DAY, WAS IT NOT APPARENT THAT
(A) RADAR OOVeMAGE, FIGHIER PROTIXTION AND ANTIAIRCRAFT DaFNSES WhRE NOT
ADEQUATE 0DWPLETELY TO INSURE HIS FORCi3 AGAINST THE XFiXTS OF kV•EWf AIR-
CRAFT TOPIeO D BDL..NG A'.'ACKS 5ID (B) THESE AIR ATTACKS MIGHT MATERIALIZE
WITt SUPFkiCIENT WARNING TO EVEPTE EFFEXTIVr21Y THE SMOKE PLAN? FURTHER
DISCUSSION OF THE REQUIRISENT FOR AND USE OF SMOKE APPEARS UNDER "OPERATIONS
OF CTF 79 (CcOwD• S3UTHMN ATTACK ýORCE), OCTOBER 20TH".

(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group), October

The task of landing on RED Beach the TWY-FUUOdT,
Iafantry Division, less the TWENTY-FIRST Infantry Regiment, which was to be
landrd at P"e'-o, had beet assigned to CTG 78.1, in BLUE RIDGE, who, as has
been mentioned previously, was also CTF 78. For this paupose, he had been
allotted eight transports, three cargo ships, twelve LST13, three LSD's,
three Lw!.r, ftwe screening destroyers, and a nmuber, of control and support
craft (PC's and LCI's). The unloading plan envisaged the complete debarkation
of the initial assault troops and the unloading af their associated stores,
supplies, and equAipment from the transports, LST's and LSD's in time for
thesse siv to depart from the objective area prior to. the end of D-day.

At 0640 the JOHN RODGkRS departed formation anA headed

A * Avjseareh hav failed to disclose whether o.- not any of the troops
(anm sd on the L3TIs of TG 78.2 were unloaded on this day. The best
evidence indicates that only LST 452 wao unloaded.

** All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, Noveaber 10th,
194&; also CTF 78 Operation Plan go. 101-44, Seri" 000X , COctober 3rd,
1944; CTG 78.1 Attack Ordor No. 1-44, 3eriaý OCOI, October 7th, 1944;
Action Report CTU 78.1.3, Leyte Asesault, Serial 0200, October 24th,
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CTG 78.1
October 2Oth,

for her patrol station in cnter *cree (Plate VYII) vr s• e s to patrol
the northern and of the patool line. She we d*Ayed In her arrival by a
suaaria. contact made by the AUWWSO trn TO 79.4 (in oocpMr with the
AI sC , ase finally arrived on station at 124..)*

At 064%, upon execution of the sipal doploy by CTF
78, hi. forems proeeded as directed in the deployment plan and his attack
order,, This attack order among other things, directed CTU 78.1.3
(Coaimndr Transport taitt to (a) &snme operational control of the cortral
mat (TU 78.1.7), the LOT Unit (TU 78.1.4) and the LSK Unit (TU 7a.1.5),
at (b) direct the shlWp..-sbowe movement and beaching of 2anding amft.

Thum, the details of immdiate supervision of the
landing operation at M) Beach were deleated to Commnder Transport Unit
(TU 78.1.3). CT0 78.1 thereby though not relieved of this responsibility,
could none the lose act in his capacity as CTF 78 in order to view and
coordinate as necessary the operations at both MLD and WHITM Beaches.

asBy 0810 he observed that all ships were in their

assigned anhorages and that the transports bad c lowering bt to
disembark personnel of the T1WET-FOUR1H Infantry Division,

At 092D (ao CV? 78) In confired the lading hour. At
this tine Comnder Control Unit for RM Beach reported on station.

At 0943 the first boat wave of a&P^ult troops left the
7'ne of departure.

Just prior to 1000 he learned from Commanuer Control
Unit that ensn fire wa laniing as far out ,to 400 yards frce the beach.
Despite this, the first wave landed on RED Beach on schedule.

At 1007, after the second wave had la4ed, troops on
RSD Beach were reported 300 yards inland with no return fire. Shortly
thereafter, Comminder raitrol Unit reported conditions on thm beaches "very
good with tr noz havin gone ashore in only two feet of water."

At 1055, with the beachhead reportaed secured, his
Womiandor Transport Unit (CTU 78.1.3) ordered 'RANSDIV' a SIX and TWEMT-FOMI
to got underway to new pGoAt.tons closer to the beach, as planned to
facilitate unloading.

Also at 1055 the L•T Unit (wave namber twelve), con-
sisting of all twolvi LST's (nly six63 T's were originally scheduled for
this wave), proceedad fros the lize of de.partir toward the beach at two-
thirds speed (about seven knots)."

SAction Report JOHN RUM S, Leyt* OpC *tion, Serial 092, Noveaber 5th,
1944.

M Action Report CTU 78.1.4 (CCOKLIM P 20), Leyte Operation, No Serial,
Noveaber let, 1944; also Action Riport crU 73.1.7 (Commamaer ControlSUnit), Leyte Ope:ation, No Soria!, ovember lot, 1944.
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CTG 78.1
October ZDth

As the LST's approached the beach they observed what
appeared to be a limited area just off the beach on their left flank
covered by enemy artillery and mortar fire. Upon entering this field of
fire LST, a 171, 181, 452 and 456 were bit. About a quarter of a mile from
the beach all LST's, excepting LST 452, grounded on a sandbar which bad
not been detected by earlier reconnaissance (notably by the UDT's) the
previous day. LST 452, which had increased speed to flank upon being hit,
managed, because of this increase of speed, to completely pass over this
sandbar, subsequently beached successfully and comenced unloadig.e*

All of the other LST' had eight - ten feet of water at
the ramp. This was not acceptable for unloading without LCT'. and pontoon
causeways, which were not available within TF 78 at this time.

At 1125 CTG 78.1, observi•g the above situation and
realizing that the LSTs were in an exposed position, advised that they be
retracted.

IN THIS CASE, AS CTF 78, HE LATER POINTED OUT "IWOB-
MATION OBTAINED BY MACH RXCOKNAISSANCE PARTIES ON D-1 DAY WAS ACCURATE AT
THE POINTS OF DETE TIO BUT THE CONCLUSIONS DRAWN TH1ERFIK WERE

ROBDOUS IN THAT THE DEPTHS REPORTED WE THE DT!S OF UNDULATIONS AND
THEM WAS INSUFFICIENT DEPTH AT THE CREST TO PERIT BEACHING OF LST'IS".

WHILE HE DOES NOT GIVE HIS REASONS FOR BEING SO CEITICAL
OF THE REPORTS OF THE UT'S SINCE, AS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY STATED, HE
EXPECTED SHAW14 GRADIENTS, REEFS AND SHOALS, IT IS PRESUMED THAT HIS
CRITICI!KS WERE BASED ON THE FACT THAT, DESPITE THIS, (A) HE HAD NOT
EXPECTED HIS LST, S TO BE GROUNDED AT SUCH A DISTANCE FROM THE BEACH AND
(B) HAD HE HAD CORRECT REPORTS FROM THE UDTS, HE MIGHT HAVE MADE CZAN(GS
IN THE (1) BALLASTING OF HIS 149T'S ANTD (2) SPEE OF APPROACH.

UDT DOCTRINE AT THIS TIME, AND CURRENTLY (1957), PRO-
VIDES THAT SUCH RECONNAISSANCE INCLUDE THE APPROACHES FROM THE THmU-FATHOI
LINE INSHORE TO THE HICGI-ATER MARK.** IN THIS CASE THE POSITTON O THE
THREE-FATHCK LIKE WAS NOT ACCURATELY DETERMINED. INSTEAD, THE LD' S
CO•INCED THEIR SOUNDINGS FROM 250 - 200 YARDS MR THE BEACH AND REPITEID
(A) "UM FIFTEEN FEV1T OF WATER AT THIS POINT" AND (B) "WATER VERY DIRTY
WITH WUNDEIATER VISIBILITY NEAR ZERO".** THEREFORE, WITH NO PREVIOUS
INDICATION OF THE AFCW1(f1IO*ED SANDBAR (ABOUT ONE QUARTER OF A NILK OFF
SHORE) THE TEAMS INCORRECTLY ASSIMED THAT THE GRADIENT FRC4 THEIR POINT OF
DEPARTURE TO SEAWARD WAS SIMILAR TO THAT DETZRr INED BY THEIR SOUNDINGS
TAKEN AS THEY APPROACHED THE BEACH. THIS INCORRECT ASSUMPTION RESULTED IN
INCORRECT INFORlMATION BEING PROMiDRD CTF 78 So THAT HE WAS WOT ABLE TO MAKE
THOSE CHANGES IN irIS PLANS REQUIRED BY THIS NEW SITUATION.

* Action Report L.T 452, Leyte Operation, No Serial, October 27th 1944.
-•- Underwater Demolition Teams In Amphibious Operations (NWI*P 22-41,

Departuenrt of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,I February 195319 paragraph 3111.
*** Action Raep rt UDT 9, Leyte Opjratlon, No Serizl, November 3rM, 1944.
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MT 78,2
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?HIS MUf IZS THE N= IT FOR THCRiCUH AND ACCURATE
RCOUAISSL C• OF TM SNAWAK) APP9ACiM TO TO LANMDG MIUCS.

During the afternoon he noted the following item. of
interest in connoction with the progress of the landing opentioas: (a)
1215, the tranports anchored in their new positions (closer to the boch),
(b) 1230, conditions were favorable for unloading of *mneral cargo and
LS('s reported to the transports to take vehicles, (c 1330, ;LD's had
discharged LOG' and equipment,, (d) 1430, C.G. TIMT-FOURTH Infantry
Division asasumed command ashore, (o) 1445, Commander Control Unit reported
unloading at the beaches was progressing satisfactorily (this did not
include the =nloading of the LST's), (f) 1700, the awoe boats, which had
been stationed 400 yards to the windwrd of their own ships, were recalled
having had no occasion to cover the ships (see discussion of the use of
smke this day under CT? 78 and CT? 79) and (g) 1725, DuPACE finished
discharging cargo thus ameplating the assigment for all shipas, (except the
LST' s) scheduled to depart this day, The following ships had now completed
discharging cargo (a) eight transports (FAYETTE, CWSBY, LIDSTOW, DuPAGZ,
FIULE, KAM , WAYNE, JOHN LAND), and (b) three LSD's (EPPIN FO•3T,
CARTE HALL and GUNSTOH HAIL).

By the end of the day CTG 78.1 had completed unloading
about 12,650 troops but only about half of the 13,500 tous of cargo
scheduled to be unloaded that day (the LST'e carried 5,500 troops and 6,050
tons of cargo) and, with the exception of the troops and the cargo
discharged by the IMT 452, none of the troops and cargo in the IST' s apear
to have been discharged until the following day.*

Personnel casualties and damage to landing craft incidm*
to the ship-to-shore eov nt were confined primarly in the area on the
left flank of the beach and the approaches thereto. here the eso kept
up a light but continuous ortar, artillery and sniper fire throughout the
day. It is estimated that the above casualties numsred nineteen killed
and 115 movnded.**

Wb Opoertionis of CTG 78.2 (Son Ricardo Attack Group),
October 20th,*

* Action Report CTh 78.1l.4'~irE (C 2), Leyte Operation, No Serial,
November lot, 1944; also Action Report CTU 78.1.7 (C nder Control
11nit), Leyte Operation, So Serial, November let, 1944.

** Action Report CTU 78.1.3 (•MCT•AMIV 24), Leyte Assault, Serial 0200,
October 24th, 1944; also Action Report LST 181, Palo, Leyte Island,
P.I., Mo Serial, October 28th, 1944; Action Report LST 452, Leyte
Operation, No Serial, October 27th, 194.

a4I* All Information here, except as otherwise ind cated, obtained from
Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Seri&I 005, November 29th,
1944; also CTG 78.2 Attack Order Mo. 1-44, Serial 00045, October 10th,
1944.
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CTG 78.2 7

October 20th

CTG 78.2, in the FRUIOUT, had been assigned the task
of landing the FIRST Cavalry Division on WHITE Beach. For this purpose
he had been allotted eight AP/APA's, two AKA's, two LSD's, fourteen LST's,
nine L[$3S,, four screening destroyers, and a nmaber of control and support
craft.

His unloading plan, similar to that of CTG 78.1,
envisaged the complete debarkation of the initial assault troops and the
unloading of their associated 3tores, supplies and equipment from the
transports, LST's and LSD's in time for these ships to depart from the
objective area prior to the end of D-day.

At 0552 he learned that the HARRIS had fouled a aine
in her port paravane as a result of which she had hauled clear of the
transport formato. (At this time the HARRIS was in the vicinity of
Point "Cu in tUW"Tacloban - Dulag Approach Channel (Plate IV)). At 0640
he learned that she had cleared the mine and had comienced returning to
station (about four miles ahead) at fifteen knots.

At 0645, upon execution of the signal deploy by CTF
78, he watched his forces proceed in ti channel east of Kariquitdaquit
Island to their assigned areas in accordance with his Attack Order No. 1-44.
THIS ATTACK == DID NOT, AS DID THAT OF CTG 78.1, DELEGATE OPERATIONAL
CONMTL OF ERTAIN UNITS TO A SUBORDINATE CONMAND; ACC(RDIUIMY, CTG 78.2,
WHO HAD RETAIMED CONTROL, COULD DEVOTE HIS ATTENTION EXCLUSIVELY TO THE
DETAILS Of THE SHIP-TO-SHORE MiOV9W AT WHITE BEACH. IT WilJ. BE NOTED
THAT THIS PRACTICE VARIED WITHIN AND BXTWZEN TASK FORCES AND WAS LET TO
THE DI3SCTION C THE GOUP COMOANDIR CONCERNED. CURRENTLY, THE REC09EM
METEK IS, IN MaMAL, THAT WHICH WAS EKPLOYED HE&E BY CTG 78.2. HOMEVER,
THIS (1957) METHOD PROVIDES THAT, UPON CaNPLETION OF THE LANDING OF THE
SCHEDULED ASSAULT WAVES AND WHEN THE SITUATION ON THE BEACH PER=TS AND AT
SUCH TIME AS THE ATTACK GROUP COK4ANDER DIRECTS, THE CONTROL OF THE
RNAISM OF THE SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEKENT AND THE NL.OADING IS TPANSFERRED TO
THE TRANSPORT GROUP (OR UNIT) COHM4NDER.*

At 0715 he observed that the approach channel to WHITE
Beach had been blocked by a group of YN's m weeping across channel and by
cruisers of the fire support group that had stopped behind them, as a
result of which the transports wort forced to slow and stop until 0731 when
the channml was cleared.

30, that he doubted his ability to meet the scheduled

landing hour and recoinnded changing the time of larndin to 1030. At

* Ship-to-Shor Movement NIP 6), Department of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, August 1953, Paragraph 203, Pages 2-3,4,
Paragraph 570, Page 5-46, and Paragraph 572, Page 5-48; also the
Amphibious Task Force Plan (NWIP 22-1), Department of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, Febrmary 1953, Paragraph 3.b.(6), Page

9-50.
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0920 he received a voice radio reply to this recoendation stating that
*it ma too late to change the landing hour, do the best you can."

With dispatch and efficiency in hoisting out his boats,
debarking his troops, and forming his assault waves in the boat assembly
areas, he was able not only to make up for the tLe lost but also to land
on schedule at 1000.

Smetime after 0900 the JEWINS assumed Radar Picket
Station No. Ome, as Radar Picket and standby Fighter Director Ship for
TF78.

Contrary to reports from the underwater deolition
teams, he discovered that WHITE Beach was generally unfavorable (though not
as completely unapproachable as we RED Beach with the intervening sandbar)
for beaching LST' s and he found it necessary to beach those ships on the
northern end and to the northwrd of this area. This had the unhappy
result that he (a) ws unable to beach all of his thirteen LST, s until 1511,
instead of at 1100 as planned, and (b) therefore could not entirely complete
unloading as shewduled on D-day.

At 1240 he knew that C. G. FIRST Cavalry Division had
left the FRKAONT and at 1430 he knew that that commander had taken oomeand
ashore .*

During the afternoon he was pleased to learn that his
two LSD's (OAK HILL, WHITE MARSH) and the seven transports (LEONARD WOOD,
PIERCE, JAMES O' HARA, LA SALLE, HARRIS, BARNSTABLE, HERALD OF THE MORNING)
had experienced no difficulty in unloading and were prepared to leave the
area at 1400 and 1830, respectively. His flagship the FREMONT, which did I
not unload completely, remained in the area.

He knew by dark that his support and control units had
withdrawn to anchor in the eastern part of San Pedro Bay; that his Fire
Support Units remained in their assigned areas for call fire and night
harassing fire, and that his LST' s remained at the beaches to continue
their unloading.

Enmq air opposition to the landings was limited to one
desultory atttck by an enemy twin-engine plane that dropped a bomb on the
LST formation at 0620 without inflicting any damage.

By tho end of the day CTG 78.2 had unloaded a total of
18,900 troope and a large portion of the scheduled 12,900 tons of supplies
and equipment across WHITE Beach.**

* Action Report FRIMO*r, Leyte Operation, Serial 00555, November 2Oth,
1944.

S* Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Op ration, Serial 00911, November 10th,
1944, Paragraph 46 (UrIloading).
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CTU 77.2.1 and
CTG 77.3
October 2•th

(c) Operations of C'ru 77.2.1, CTG 77.3 and Certain
Other Destroyers, October 20th.

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (T!"r. Suport Unit
North).

At 0415 CTU 77.2.1 (CCIOATDIV THREE), with TU
77.2.1 consisting of MIS3ISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND and AULICK-which
had retired during the night with CTG 77.2--departed CTG 77.2 for his fire
support areas off the northern beaches.*

At 0630 he was rejoined by the CONY and, at
0650 by the SIGouRm, which had been conducting night harassing fire of±
the northern beachsv.**

At 0700 he reported to CTF 78 for duty and
immediately thereafter commenced scheduled bombardaent wherein his
destroyers generally fired counter battery.*

At 0750 he was advined by CTF 78 that the fast
carriers would strike the beaches from 0830 to 0845 and was directed to
place Plan VICTCR in effect during that time.***

At 0830 he queried CTF 78 as to whether or not
the air strikes scheduled for this time had been completed and received a
reply in the ngative.*** Becamoe of this he did no firing on targets re-
quiring a saximum ordinate greater than 1,000 feet. This matter is discuss-
ed more fully under "Operations of CTF 78, October 'ith".A

At &pproximately 0900, his task unit havi.ng
completed its scheduled bambardment of the beaches, he retired his ships to
the southern part of FS Area '1G and stood by for call fires. He was
relieved by the units of TG 7', 3.* Mcanwhile, his iieavy ships reccvered
and reservic*d aircraft. Only twuo ot! his ships--the CONY avi SIGOUlRNEY-
fired call fires, and this was for phosphorous shells at 1253 *A

During the early evening he directed (a) his
battleships to anchor in lower SAn Pedro Bay, and (b) his destroyers either
to lie to or to screen the battleships.****

1,. accordance %ith these instructions (a)

* Action Report CCKBATDiV 3 (CTU 71.2.1), Bombardadent of and Fire
Support Miision on Lyte island, P.I., Serial 0166, October 29th, 194.

S* Deck Logs COKY and ?IGOURNEY, October 20th, 1944.
*** Second Endorsesent I)y OTF 78 to Action Report CTU 71.2.1], Bombarduent

of and Fire Support K~iasion on Leyte Island, P."., 3ri&i 0166,
October 29th 19"4.

"*** War DiMAry ( *ATDI'f 3, October 20th, 1944.
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CTG 77.3

October 20th

a11 three battleships anchored prior to midnight,* (b) the AULICK and CONY
lay to in FS Area DOG in the vici•ity of the battleships,** and (c) the
SIGOURNEY patrolled in the same area.**

(2) Operations of CrG 77.3 (Close Covering Group),
October 20th.

CTG 77.3 with TG 77.3 consisting of the PHOKNIX,BOISE, AUSTRALIA, SffOW3HIR•, HUrCHIS, W~ALK, HACHK DALY,, KTLT, XWNTA,
WARRDM plus the MU•RRAY, entered Leyte Gulf with TF 78 and, at 0645,
when in the vicinity of San Pedro Bay, was detachedi. At 0700 he directed
his units to proceed to assigned fire support areas and to carry out the

bombardamnt schedules. In accordance with these instructions, the cruisers
of TG 77.3 cammeneed their scheduled bombard.ent. In doing so, they
followed TU 77.2.1 which at 0900 had cowpleted its bombardment and bad
commenced its scheduled retirement. They continued this bombardment until
0945 at which time the PHONIX, BOISE and AUSTRALIA, having completed their
scheduled bombardment, lay to in FS Area DOG for call or counterbattery fire.
The SIHOPSHIRE also lay to in this area, but, since she hal additional
schedi•ld bombardments to fire she was not awaiting call fires at this time.

At approximately 0925 the destroyers of TG 77.3,
plus the MURRAY, commnced their scheduled bombardments. At 0955 those
destroyers, which were firing at the landing beaches and had no assigned
targets at this time, ceasrA firing. However, the ARUNTA, KILLE and
WARRAKUNA, which had targets in other than beach areas, shifted fizes to
the new targets. The ARUNTA commenced scheduled fires &gain at 0955 and
ceased firing at 1100, the XILLN at 1005 and ceased firing at 1015, and
the WARRAMU•A at 1010 and ceased firing at 1110.

After this firing the four destroyers-H-TCHINS,
BACHN, DALY and KIL N-operatqd in F3 Area ABLE prepared to render fire
support to the ground troops on call. After dark the BACHE, and DALY
(assigned to night support work)-"* "r the HUTCHINS anchored in "S Area
ABLI while the KILLEN at 2115 relieved the MURRAY in FS Area DOG.

During the early afternoon the WARRAMUNGA and
ARUNTA, which remained in FS Area DOG, fired call fires generally toward
the town of Palo. At 1430, having been relieved by the HARRISON and McKEe
of TG 78.1, they snifted Ktatilc to FS Area CHARLIE, where they stood by
for call fires throughout tho night but none were required.I

The P.4EWIX fired several counterbattery missiorm

"* Deck Logs MARYLAND, MISSI3SIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, October 2Dtn, 1944.
i ** Deck Logs CONY and SIGWOUREY, October Wth, 1944.
** Acýion Report CG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 085, Wovember 29th,

1944.
ampE Action Report ARUNTAJ. Battile for Leyte Gulf, October 17th -24th,

1-944.
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October 20th

during the afternoon, then anmbored at 1854 in FS Area DOG;* the BOISE,
uhich had fired several call re missions during the day, also anchored in

FS Area DOG at 1908;** the AUSTRALIA continued to lie to in Area DOG but had
no fire support missions; the SHROPSHIRE fired several scheduled missions
rnd then at 1158 ceased firing but rmained in FS Area DOG for call fire.***

(3) Certain Destroyers.

(a) The McKEE and HARRIMSOM which entered Leyte
Gulf with TF 78 arrived in FS Area CHAILIE at approxiaately 0710 and during
the forenoon fired at selected targets in Lipata, Soumar. At approximately
1258 the firings were €copleted. At 1348 the MNeo proceeded to F3 Area DOG
and relieved the ARUNTA there while, at approximately 1430, the HARRISON
relieved the WARRUMWGA. At 1825 the McE harvin been ordNred to Join the
ARIAD•E from TG 78.3 for retirement from Leyte Gulf, readesvoused with that
ship.

(b) The PLETCHM and LA VALLEM which entered
Leyte Gulf with TG 78.2, arrived in FS Area BAKER at approximately 0800 and
remained there throughout the day. Neither of these destroyers did any
frinrg against shore targets.

(d) Operations of CTG '18.3 (Panron Attack Group),
October 20th.*

At the start of the day CM 78.3, in the HUGHLS with
the ARIADNE in company, was patrolling in the vic!".siy of Point NS? (Plate
IV) awaiting arrival of the Panaon Attack Group (TO 78.3), which be ws to
oommd. It will be recalled that his mission wa to land the WENTY-FEIRST
Infantry Regiment Reinforced, together with its supplies and equipment, on
(hID Beaches ONE and TWO and to provide air and gunfire support to the
landings in order to seize control of the Panaon Strait area. The Commander
Support Aircraft me in the HUGHES.

At 0200 he intercepted a voice rodio message frm
CT? 78 directing the transports, screen, LCI' s and PC's of the Panaon Attack
Group to proceed as previously directed. At about the same time he observed
these units on his radar screen, bearing 0600(T), distant 10,500 yards,
indicating that their entry into Leyte Gklf had been made ahead of schedule.

Action Report PH IX, B rdnt of Tacloban Area, Leyte Island,

P.I., October 20th, and Subsequent Actions in Leyte Gulf, October
21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 3,944, Serial 090, October 25th, 191.

SDock Log BOISE, October 20th, 1944.
SAction Report 3HROPSHIRE, Report of Bombardment of Leyte Island,

Philippines on October 20th, 1944, Serial Uc125i/194, November 20th,

1944.SAll information. here except as ottiorwi~se Ir~lcated obtailned from
Action Report, CTG 78.3, Report of Pana:n Group, SeriAl 0019, undated

S(probably early Meotvpr 1944).

***Al nfrato er xcp a terie47lcae nobtane froml
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At 0215 he was Joined by the following units of the
Pamaon Attack Group: I.I' s (Australian) (MANOORA, KANIMELA, WESTRALIA);
DD's (RINGGW (F), SIGSBES SC•ROEDER (FD), DASHIELL) and PC's (1122,
1123), LCI(C)is (68, 70 (F)%, LCI(R)gs (31 (F), 342), LCI(D) (29).

At 0230 he requested permission frm CTF 78 (CTF 78
at 0346 correctly forwarded the request to CT? 77 for decision)* to advance
the GMEEN Beach landing-hour to 0930 (originally scheduled for 1000). This
request ms granted.

At 05Z? the LANG ana STACK, aear+.%i --ep U"it SI

(T93,u 39, 49, 52, 3A0(F), 342), arrived in t. ii.j-nlport area off GREEN
Beach** and at 0627 Sweep Unit SIX couenced seping t1e t..r--n-ort area.
At 0914 tbe minesweeping was completed, with gative results.M**

At 0700 he decld-d to cancel the scheduled pre-land-
ing bombardment for the following reasons: (a) i-.-l+igence information he
had received trom guerrilla sources while en route to the objective area
reporting no Jcpanese on Panaon Island had been confirmed during the night
by two Filipino patriots who had boarded his flagship the previous evening
and who he had reason to believe were reliable and (b) he had been directed
by C=(1jAMSPAC that, where practicable, wiless essential to insure military
succlOest, to avoid naval gimfire on the native villages or in areas where
the ratives might suffer unnecessarily.

He therefore directed hiE fire support unite Lo take
their firing stations but not to firn unless enemy counterbattery wQo

encontered or call fire was requested by the shore fire control party.

THIS DECISION TO LAW) HIS TROOPS WITHOUT CONDUCTING
THE IXICMDULED PRELIMINARY BOKBARMD"S WAS CORRECT AND WAS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH (A) THE SPIRIT OF CCMSOCZPACIS I&TTRUCTIONS AND (B) HIS OWN IMH NT
AUTHORITY AS A TASK GROUP CCOG DER OF AN ASSAULT LANDING OPERATION WHICH
WAS (1) MUCH SMALLER IN SCOPE THAN THE LANDINGS OF DULAG AND TACLOBAN AND
(2) SEPARATED•Y) S34E F•w,.-.Y ,FIVE MILES FRO( THE DILAG LANDING.

HOWEVER IT WOULD BE INTERbSTING TO KNMl' WHI HE DID
NOT INFORM CTF 77 OR CTF 78 (HIS IMMEDIATE SUPtRI(,) OF HIS CHANGE IN PLAN.

ITT NOT INTENIDD HjXI 1,0 IMPLY ANY RESTRICTION ON
THE EXERCISE OF INITATIVf ON THE PART OF A!, ATTACK GROUP COMMANDER SHOULD A
FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY ARISE. HOWEVER, IT IS INTENDED TO PCIW'NT OUT CURRENT
DOCTRINE WHICH PROVID)S TRAT SUBORDItAT&,, SHoULD ALWAYS KEEP THEIR

SUP~IWORS INFOiOIED.W**

CTF 78 Dispatch 19184 ýc Otober 1944 to CTG 77.
** War Diary LAWS, october 20th, 1944.
*** Deck Log YMS 340, October Wth, 1944.
1- om Naval Warrare (1WP 10), Department of the hav.Y, Office o0 the Chief

of Naval Operatioas, 1954, Chapter 6, Paragraph 601.



CTG 78.3
October 20th

At 0712 fighter direction dxuties ware assumed b7
the SCHROEDER at Point OTT wtwre ahe took control of the CAP of twelve 7F
assigned to the Panaoks Attack Gm~p,* During this time the only enemy
activity In 9pposition to the lezdingas occurred at 0,.23 'en an army-type
fighter dropped a bomb rear the LCI(R) 31 without caiaing uny duege.

At 0845 CTG 78.3 exec%%ted the signal to land the
landing forces at 0930. This was done and tha landing for~es rea•heI GBM
Beaches ONE and TWO on schedule w1thovt Qpposition, being mt. there b)
nmerous friendly natives who thronged tne .

At ll0O the Regimental CmnwWder assumed comuarA of
the ground forces ashore.** Also at 1 0O) all transports w3re dirented to
unload bulk cargo.

At 1138, in accordance with the bao•c wovm-3nt
schedule, the ARIADNE, which had cocipleted discharging troops and cargo,.
departed the Peamon area.

At 1200 a delay 1n unloading the hulk eargo (general
unloadirg) occurred because the Army nuloadirg trc•),e stopped Tor lunch,
As a result,, twenty-four LCVP' s collected near the conatol v9esels, This
vas an uidesirable situation which was qvickly rectified wien tht n•ture
of the delay becaae known.***

IT SHCULD BE POIhTED OUT HERE YFAT DEL4YS OF T19
ABOVE NATURE SHOULD NOT BE PEkMITIT TO OCCUR IN ASSAULC OPERATIONS.
PRE.SENT DAY DOCTRINE STATES THAT GENERA•L UiLO&DIWG, WlIC=i IS INITIATED hY
THE AKPHIETOUS TASK FORCE CO4MAND&R ON THE RECaMAMf1QMN (F THE AMPHIBIOUS
TROOP COANIER, IS THE UbKVADING OF' UNIT3 )ND CARGO FRrM THE TR06P•RTING
SuIPS AS RAPIDLY AS FACILITIES ON THE BEACH (CAN HANDLE TH•IM.**** TfS MEANS
THLT THE AMPHIBIOU1S TROOP CCMNANDER IS PREPARKD TO .ANDDZ UNITS AND CARGO
AS RAPIDLY A;S -9CEIVED. ALTHOUGH THL SITUATION AT LPILX. •'FCPJ WHERE TiE
LAYMIJNG HAD BEEN UNOPPOSED, WAS RELATIVELY STABLE, THE GrsXETh, SITUATION IN
THE AREA WAS NOT AS YET SO STABLE. AS TO POKYT UFUESSARY DELAYS ]IN Thi
RlECEPrION OF STORY.S ON V4Y ORE BEACH.

At 1555 the ARIADNE readezvoused in týe vicinity of
Point "C', (Plate IV) with the destroyers STACK and LAND, and tu &PDM's
CRDSBY and KILTY. At 170• the LLD1 s OAK HDL, EPPING FOREST, CARTER HALL,S GUNSTOX HALL and WHITE KARSH joined; at this time the Coombndung Officer

* - War Diary 3CHROELKR, October 20Xth, 1944.
** Lieute~nwt Colonel Fredtrick R. Weber, USA.

* hActiou Report CTG 78.3, Report of Panaon Group, Serial (X)19, tudated
(probably early November 1944).

*4* Amphbiioua Oierations (NWP 22), Department of the Navy, ,ff lue- of the
Chief of %vadl Cperation5, Section 1765, InitIOltiou and Control of
G~neral Unloading.
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CTO 18.5
Qctober 2fth,

ARO fomed TG 769 and deprt.ed for Hol!ezdia in accordance with CT? 78I ~ instrwt, ona.*

--- y IM CT ?8.3s having 3aampleted unload,9
(approximately 3,900 troops ;ud 1,500 tme of supplies and oquipmwnt),*r,
d eparted the ParAon area in compq with hic transporta and eeo'rt unit loss
the DASHIML, which he had ordered to riain off the beach area to provide
antixircraft protection until after s~muet and then iejoin, which she did
at 1900.*** He Msded for Potnt EST whore he wao to rendeavous at 2Z0O
with the unlcaded traasports f TF 78 and was to a"sue comaand for ovenmnt
frow Loyte Gulf,*a**

During this time (betwen 1805 and 1825) an enemy
two-enginu land boiber, apparently on a reconnaissance mission, a1 da seeral
rtmu over the formation without attacking and then retimd.**"*

At :U125, LANG, i'dch had been ordered to riajoin
CTF 78, was replaced by MoEE.

At 22D6 CTG WA.3 arrived at the rendbzvous position
but tue expected transports (twelve APAIs anl three AP' a) had not as yet
arriveO. Ho c)8weqewntly awaited tneir arrial in thin viciniy.***1*

(e) Operations cf CTG 78.5 (iarbor Entrance Contrul
Group), October 2Oth.*1W***

CTG 78. 5 in BISBZ, con&inuew to regulate the flow
of traffic through the entrance to Lmyte: GvIf and provide latest information
on swpt area6 of the m'zefield, tlde and current dta, ewd other aids to

uxvigatioxn.

By 0530 all D.ay 13sault forces wern claar of Art*
SýWP and Aafely itride the gvif.

SWar Diry ARIADHX, Oct.oL--or 20th•, •4J; C'V 78 C rtiton Plan 10144,

t '-zx B, Seorial 0008, Oct~ober 3rd, 1944; .CTF 7ý1 Disp~ktch 200)630
0-e - rjr 1944 to .C9&U? 3,, McM, L'-Vo AXIADNE, C1IG 78.3; C.?Y 78
riJitch 200;W 0 October 1944 to CTU 7835.3, info CTGV 78 2, 78., ,
CTF's 77, 79, etco

* £6TH U.S. Army Report of Leyte Operatiouis• Oitaober i7th- D.ctar-
`5th, 1944, Page 106.
Act.iLon Usp~.ort VJRSHI4J.L, (.Octo4bf tr -~ 1944, Sela 613b,
Octaober 25th, 1944.,

•T CF 78 Diesatch AI052 October 194j, to CT11a %78.1 ad 78.3. also
Action RKpoAt CTG 78.3. Report of k-anson Group, Sernal 4W19, ua--

** War Diary SCKKODrRI October 21th ý`4
W •a wo0ry SIGSMb , Oct.ober '?fh, 194,.

;,--a~•..• obin a}•lC"I '78.5,,.. Ro.p.ort or (,Inerati.onm o,,. the Harbor .;.otrarxoa~

Control C. oup, Octobcr IPth 24th, 'gL I o " , No . Nove<. !2nO,

19.4{ 50



(0's 878.6, 78..7
and 74.8
October 20th

At )900 hi3 comwzd as previously planed, wa
augmented b7 four LCIP 0 (43P 344, 430ý, 432$ fy~ TP?78 which Wa. prceeded
ý.o Leyto w1S.th that forcm. He designated these craft &9c dispatch boaty.

-e8rtly b~foe dark he stationed the DIS]WK at.
Point "K" to contrel all outgolmg traffic a"d the GALLUP at Point FIN to
--conrl incoming traffie zAi to assit in routing out;oing shipa (Plate IV).

At this point the oparations of CTG 78.5 W4L11 be
dropped, from further dtarnesuin sin.e his pr~lary mission of routing the
assault foresu thrwuh the enmy ui•,fields &t the entrance to Leyte Gulf
bed boon accceplishO4.

(f) Cperationas of CTG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8
(Reinfroraent Group OKE, TWO and TIM), October 2Dth.*

(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 ami 78.7.

At the bej:inning of the day CTG'a 78.6 and 78.7
wure respectively 385 and 825 miles, tearing 1150 (T) and 125 0(T), fro the
entrance to Leyte Gulf, proceeding along routes ALBATROSS avd SHEALNAT31K
to the objvctive ari.a at nine knots S0o in accordance with the movement
schedule (Plate VI).

At 0200, in accordance with his routing
.zstructions, CTG 78.7 detachad the merchant ships JAMES KING, OVID BUTLER,
EDWARD S. HOUGH and ESCANABA VICTORY to proceed to Kossol. Passage, *scorted
by the SAN PEDRO, which latter vessel was directed to rejoin the formation
as soon as possible after completing 'her eucort assignment.

Nothing further of import&nce o.ccurred this
day and, at midnight, CTG' 1 ?3 6 and 78.7 were bearing respectively
1120 (T) and l.20°(T), distant ],35 and 645 nkles from Layte Gtlf.

(2) Operations of CTr 78.8.

Meanwhile, C77G 78.8 was still in Hollat4ia
making ready to depart for Leyte at 0700 October 23rd.

Action Peport CTG 78.6 (Reinforcement Grxop C-O , Leyte Island
Operation, October 16th - 27th, 1944, Serial 0154, October 31st, 1944;
AAt4oun Report CTG 78.7 (CCOUSTFLOT 14), Attack on Leyte, Serial 086,
ulated (probably early November 1944); Action Report CTG 78.8i (•~~~CORTDIV ýx))(Painforcsment Group THREE ), Ountra hl p•

0iwraition, Serial. 071, November 16th, 1944.
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CT!' 79
October 2Dt-'

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Forc.),
October 2Dth.*

Before discussing the D-day operations of CT? 79
(0ommander Southern Attack Foroe) it is pertinent to review briefly the
tasks that had been asslutaed hix in oonnection with &U* II. These tasks
were:**

(a) At 1000 on D-day to land the TWMTY-FOURTH Corps,
U.S. SIVTH Arzu, com~osed of the SEVENTH und NII-SIXTH Infantry
Divisions on VIOLET-TELLOW Beaches (Dulag) and ORANCZ-BULU Beaches
(San Jose) respectively.

Included it this corps were two marins artillery
battalions*** and one Marine Headqvweters and Headquarters Bateery, FIFTH
Amphibious Corps Artillery. These uniza, which bad bsen substituted by
CINCPOA for the desigr••ited army artillery units which werf suill enrgaged,
with the enemy in the Marianas, actually did not la" until D+2 daj.H

(b) On arrival at the objective &zea to assume control
of TU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH) for bombardmentr, night harassing
fire and close fire support on 1-day and subsequent thereto as requ. red.

(c) On D-iay, and subsequent thereto, to control and
direct the operations of UDT Unit South as required.

(d) To control such support aircraft as had been
specifically assigned by CTF 77.

(e) To provide antisubmarlne, antimotor torpedo boat
and antiaircraft protection in own area of responsibility (Plate VIII).

in the furtherance of the abov- assigned tasks he had
organized his forces into two principal attack groups for the main assault
-is., Attack Group ABLE (TG 79.1) to land the 39ENTH Infantry Division on
VIC'"T-YELLOW Beaches in the vicinity of Dulag and Attack Group BAKER
(TG 79.2) to land the N1NETY-,SIXTH Infantry Division on ORANGE-BLUE Beaches

SAction Report CTF 79, Seizre of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,
1944.
CANF SOWESPAC Operations Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September-
26th, 194.

f I*11TH 155Mi Gun Battalion USMC and 5TH 155WM Howitzer Battalion USLC.
S6TH U.S. Army, Report of Leyte Operation, October 17th - Deceaber

25th, 1944, Chapter VIII, Page 223-224; also Itr of March 28th, 1956
from Colonel C. W. Harriron, USMC, Head Historical Eranch G-3, HQ,
U MC, Washington, D. C. to Colonel R. McC. Tompkins, UM4C, Naval War
College, Newport, R.I.
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CT? 79

in the vicinity of Sv.n Jose. In cntrmat to CTF ?7 who, in addition t
cmmnding T? 78 also cowaaded TG 78.1, CTF 79 had assigned individuAl
camnmadrs to each of his two task groups, Waile tj 2dwsIJf fun,-tioned as
the ovr*li 1cmander of the Southerr Attack Force in his own separate
flagship, the MOUNT OUIM'S.

THE SKIMT OF THE OBJECTIVE FRO1 YAP O LE209E (DL.CUSE
IN V(LWE I) HAD ENTAILED A RADICAL, CUM IN THE LADING CONDITIUS
E1?OM IN PREPARING FOR THE FO1KSE OPERATION HAD D= :)ISE41 TOWARD
OVEUXXING THE DIFFICULTIES IN CROSSING EXTENSIVE AND DIFFICULT REEFW.
FRINGED BEACHES. EXTENSIVE USE OF AXPHIBIAN VHICLES (DUKWIS) AND TANKS
(LVT'S) HAD BE PLANNED, AND THE INITIAL iZACHING OF LST'S ANG OTHER
LWNDG CRAFT HAD NOT BELN COrMMATEO. ALL THE ASSAUt' UNITS OP THE
AMPHIBI•OS TROOPS WERE TO HAVE BEEN 3AMD IN LST' S AND THE SHIP-TO-SHORE
N CVMUf SWISAGED THE NEWSITY 0F A TRAN3F5R LINM (OT THE REEMS WHERE THE
THOOPS FOLLOkIWG THE INITIAL WAVES WOULD WBAX PU SW I BOATS AND
29-MI&U IN THE LVT, S FOR THE r1 M OVAUf T3 THE BEACH.

THE CONDItiONS AT LET ERE ENTIRELY DIFFERET. TIE
LANDING AMEA CONSIS7ED OF A LONG STRETCH OF MOUTH SANDY BEACHES WITH NO
CORAL PREST WHERE LANDINGS IN SMALL BOATS DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH WERE
POSSIBLE AND LCT' S AND LST IS COULD B BEACHED SUCCESSFULLY. DISPITE THESE
CHMEUD CONDITIONS, CTF 79 AND HIS AMPHIBIOUS TROOP COOIIANDER (C.G. TWENTY-
FOURTH COMPS) AGREED THAT IT WAS IMPRACTICABLE AT THIS LATE DATE (LATE
SEPTIML) TO CHAN(G THE METHOD OF LANDING SINCE THIS WOULD HAVE INVOLVED
NOT ONLY A REDISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS BUT ALSO A CONSIDERABLE SHIFT OF
SUPPLIES AND CARGO ALREADY LOADED IN THE LANDING CRAFT AND TfiNSPORTS.
T O, HE DECIDE:D TO CONDUCT THE LANDINGS ON THE SOUTHIM BEACHES OF
LSTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL SCHEME OF MANEUVER FLANNLD FOR YAP*
WHILE TIE LANDING ON THE NORTHERN BEACHES CONFOED TO THE CONVENTIONAL
(SONESPAC) PATTM OF BEACHING THE LT, S AFTER THE INITIAL ASSAULT WAVES
IN BOATS F"(3 THE TRANSPORTS HAD SECURED A BEACHHEAD.

HE REALIZED THAT THE EMPLOYMENT OF AMPHIBIAN TANKS AND
VEHICLES AS PLANNED FOR THE YAP OPERATION PROVIDED DISADVANTAGES AND
ADVANTAGES. ON THE ONE HAND, IT (A) REQUIRED THE ARRIVAL OF THE LST'S AT
THEIR LAUNCHING AREA OFF THE SOUTHMN BEACHES PRIOR TO OR COINCIDENT WITH
THE TRANSPORTS WITH THE ENSUING DIFFICULTIES IN THE APPROACH, AND (B) WOULD
RESULT I4 SLOWER MOVEMENT OF THE ASSAULT WAVES IN ATTACKING THE BEACH. ON
THE OTAI HAND, IT (A) PEMITTED THE EXPLOTYENT (F THE OFFENSIVE PROPERTIES
OF AMPHIBIAN TAN" IN THE FIRST ASSAULT WAVE, (B) GAVE BETTER PROTECTION FOR
THE O"0PS IN CROSSING THE BEACH, AND (C) PROVIDED READILY AVAILABLE
AMPHLBIAN VEHICLES FOR OPERATIONS ACROSS RIVERS AND SWAMPS BEHIND THE
%ACHES.**

* Action aport CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, j•oveuber 13th,
.944, Paragraph 9, 10.

.. Action Report CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, Seri£l 00323, Novenber 13th,
194, Paragraph 11.
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THE INCISION TO EMPLOY THE YAP METHOD WAS, OF COURSE,
CORRECT FOR THE REASQNS GIVEN. IT WAS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST BECAUSE IT
GAVE A REASONABLE CCMPARISON WITH ANOTHER METHOD OF CCNDUCTING A LANDIEG
OPERATION.

At the beginning of the day CTF 79, in MOUNT OLIMPUS
with Transport Group ABLE, was thirty miles from the entrance to Leyte Culf.
Meanwhile, his Lending Craft Movement Group, without difficulty in regard
to mines or predicted strong currents, had just abcut completed a safe
passage through the swept portion of the enemy minefield at the entrance.

Commencing at 0155 he intercepted several voice radio
coamunications between CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group) and CTG
79.1 (the OTC of the two transport groups for movement and approach to
Leyte) wherein (a) the former (1) requested the estimated time of arrival
of TG 79.1 at Point FIN, and (2) stated that minesweepers would precede
him, (b) the latter replied that he was makirng fourteen knots and expected
to reach Point FIN at 0230, and (c) the former then advised OTG 79.1 that
the approach speed would make it impossible to station minesweepers ahead
before reaching the seaward end of the swept channel and requested that the
speed be reduced. As a result he noted that CTG 79.1 promptly reduced speed
to eight knots. Then at about this same time, he intercepted another TBS
voice radio dispatch from CTG 78.5 to the effect that it would be one and
three quarter hours before the minesweepers could join* and that their best
sweeping speed would be nine knots.**

He now watched with interest the decicion of his OTC
(CTG 79.1) in this matter. He had been receiving disaquieting reports that
the sweeping of the minefield at the entrance had not been completed and
the anticipation of strong ebb tides opposing and delaying the progress of
his vessels on entry into the gulf had caused him considerable concern.*

At 0249 he had his answer for at that time he noted that
CTG 79.1 had increased speed and indicated a plan to enter the gulf without
employing minesweepers. That he agreed with this decision seems clear for
he took no action in the matter.

In connection with the above it should be pointed out
here that he might have reduced hiu entrance problems had he adviseu
CTG 78.5 whether or not the transport groups would require minesweeperi in
passing tnrough Area SWEKP (CTG 78.5 had already queried him in this regard
stating that he (CTG 78.5) could have minesweepers at Point FIN on two hours
notice. ).***

t*• Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
Capture of Leyte, Serial 00454, October 26th, 1944.

SAction Report CTU 79.3.3, Leyte Operation, Sex Lii 0118, October 31st,
1944.•'** CTG 78.5 Disipatch i91212 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78 and 79.
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Why he did not do this is not known. It is possible
that he thought that it mae more Ilport-A t to maintain radio silence than
to reply to this Important dispatcb. It will be racalled that, although
his command had been discovered by Japanese planes at noon of the preceding
day,* he did not know it and thought that he had approached undetected.

At 0430 in the MOUNT CLIPS he entored Leyte Gulf.**
He was gratified to note that contrary to some reports indicating a possible
ebb of six knots, and other reports of an expected ebb of four to five
knots, these strong currents were not mat. Instead the maximum current he
encountered appeared to be about one and one-half knots. This was perhaps
due to the fact that the convoys passed well to the southward of the axis of
the entrance to avoid the unswept portion of the minefield.

At 0625 one enemy two-engine plane mas observed north-
west of the Southern Attack Force but did not attack. This plane apparently
vas the same one that had dropped a bomb at 062, on TF 78' a LST formation
with negative results.

Since, in addition to the norml activities of the
landing and protection of the assault shipping, CTF 79 had been assigned an
area of responsibility which included all of Surigao Strait and that part of
Leyte Gulf south of the Tacloban-Dulag approach channel (Plate VIII), and
had been directed to provide antisubmarine, antinotor torpedo boat, and
antiaircraft protection in this area, he had assigned t} is responsibility to

CTG 79.Ll. At 0635 he noted that the destroyers were proceeding to their
screening stations.

At 0707 he proceeded independently in the MOUNT OLYMPUS
to the vicinity of the Southern Transport Area.**

At this same time he noted that (a) TU 77.2.2, was
conducting the %rearranged bombardment of tho zclected Lar~e1o sre&s &nd (b)
enemy reaction thus far had consisted only of sporadic and generally in-
effectiv, mortar and small arms fire.

At 0750 he arrived off the line of departure to observe
the progress of the operation. He no doubt was pleased to note that every-
thing was proceeding an planned. The Landing Craft Movement Group had al-
ready arrived and anchored in its assigned area, and the rrasport Groups
were arriving and ancoring in their respective areas on schedule. ALU
vessels on arrival initiated preparaticns fo: landing (lowering boats,
mbarking landing force and forming boat waves, etc.).

* Commander 5TH Bas, Air Force Dispatch 191'336 October 1944 to 5TH Base
Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103RD Attack Unit
(701ST Air Group). October 1944, *1DC Document 160258, NA 12592.

A* War Diary HOUNT OLYMPUS, October 20th, 1944; also Action Report AOMNT
OLYMPUS, Assault on Leyte, Serial 00, November l~th, 1944.
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At tbs tims h. received word that the fast carriers
wold strike th. beaches from 0830 - 065. He therefore directed that
Plan TICMO be pt in effect during this time. This plan, as e1•gea d by
CT? 79, restricted all ships to a sztmm ordinate of 1,200 feet for gun-
fire during air strikes.* It also provided for the releasing of gunfire
from the plan in effect (in this case, Plan YICT•() through the employment
of a white flare or other pre-arranged signal.

At O00 he observed that the heavy ships of TU 77.2.2
wefe relieving each other according to plan and that those ships scheduled
to fire at this tims had already caeumeed firing.

At 08M he learned, thxmn•h the CSACP in the ILSATCH,
that the scheduled air strike was then going in and CSACP would advise
when all ms clear.

At this tins he obsurved the air striKes hit the
southern beaches.

At 0912, after havlng received reports from CM 79.1
and CTG 79.2 that they would be able to land as scheduled, CT? 79 advised
CTF 77, as well as his own cand, that the 1000 landing-hour was con-
firmed, thereby advising CTY 77 that TF 79) was prepared to land on
schedule.**

At 0930 he observed that the baubardsent ships had
intensified their fire against the southern beaches in final preparation
for the scheduled landing at 1000.

At 1000 the first assault wves reached the beaches,
meeting only minor opposition from enemy mortar and small arms fire which
continued until about noon. There were practically no casualties to the
troops. Although, according to CTG 79.1, the pre-landing gunfire and air
preparation had been fully in accordance with expectations and the rocket
and mortar LCI's were particularly effective (they suffered some casualties
during withdrawal),*0* actually there were other reasons as well for the
lack of opposition to the landings. These are discussed under "Operations
of CF 77 (Central Philippi•es Attack Force), October 20th".

At 1230 CTF 79 learned that the BUNION had been hit by

* Action Report CT? 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th, 1944.
** Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the

Capture of Leyte, Serial 0454, October 26th, 1944; also Action Report
CALIFORNIA, Participation In Operations off Island of Leyte, Philippine
Islands, October 19th - 24th, 1944, Serial 0025, November 8th, 1944;
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 19"

SAction Report M 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
Capture of Leyte, Serial 0454, ( i.ober 26th, 1944; also Action Report
MT, 79.2, Leyte Operation, Sort- 0032, Movember 4th, 194.
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countorfire from enemy shore batteries resulting in injuries to three
personnel (one seriously) although sustaining no material damage to impair
her battle efficiency.

At 1240 he shifted the five screening destroyers
occupying Screening Stations Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 (Plate VIII) to 27, 28s 29,
30, 31 in lower Surigac Strait in order to cover the operations of CTG 78.3
(Panaon Attack Group) largely against PT boats and subasrines.* These
destroyers were to patrol in a figure eight track.**

By 1400, a beachhead having been secured, the transports
commenced moving to the inner transport area 2,000 yards from shore and the
LST's and LSK' s started beaching for imeediate unloading.*

At 1452 CTF 79 sent CTF 77 a detailed report concerning
the favorable progress and situation at the southern beaches as of 1400,
the contents of which have been included under the "Operations of CTF 77
(Central Philippines Attack Force), October 2Dth."***I

About aid-afternoon he was faced with an important
decision. He had by this time received reports of minor sporadic air
attacks in the objective area but he had placed confidence in the ability
of the day fighter cover to pro ,ent serious and threatening air attacks.
However, he felt grave concern a. to dusk and night air attacks,
particularly since there was no night fighter protection available. Enemy
airfields were within easy reach and the location of his force and
individual vessels was clearly known to enemy ground observers. He
visualizad two alternatives-(a) to get underway and take evasive action,
both to avoid discovery and to counter air attack by maneuver, or (b) to
remain at anchor with smoke protection.***** He realized that (a) if he
got underway he would encounter the difficulty of maneuvering a large force
in darkness within the limited waters of Leyte Gulf and the possibility
of mines in the yet unswept waters through which the force would pass in
such maneuvers and (b) if he remained at anchor he could provide smoke over
his force in accordance with his pro-arranged smoke plan**** and at the
same time continue unloading so as to expedite the departure of assault
shipping from the objective area, thereby reducing its period of
vulnerability to enemy attack. He wisely decided not to retire and at 1530

* Action Report CTG 79.11 (CcRDLSEcP1541, Attack on Leyte Island,
Central Philippines, October 20th - 26th, 1944, Serial 059, November

f 12th, 1944.
j** CTF 79 Attack Plan 304-44, Annex I, Appendix 3.

Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte 3erial 00454, October 26thk, 1944; also Action
Report Gi7 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.

i * CTF 79 Dispatch 200552 October 194; to CTF 77, C.G. 6TH Army.
•** Action Report 0TF 79, Selsura of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,

1944.
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issued orders accordingly.* He stationed an inner screen of LCI gunboats
near the shore to preven4 attack by eneWy torpedo boats and placed an outer
screen of destroyers arouxd the eLtire transport area for antiaircraft
protection. A heavy and 4ffsctive smoke cloud was made before .unsot which
persisted tbroughout the critical dusk period and was replenished
periodically during the nightý

CoTd 79u S DECISION TO WLY 34OKE SCREENS IN DFFE••E OF

THE SHIPS AT A:XCHOR AT NIGHT W'AS A ISTEP IN THE CONTINUING EVOLUTIONARY
PROCESS OF S(OKE DMENSE FOR ANCHG[D SHSPPING WCH HAD BEEN 4PLOYED MOST
SUCCESSFULLY IN THE SEIZURE OF SATFAN, -9NE 1944.**

TODAYIS DOCTRINE (1957) WHICH WAS, OF COURSE, DEVELOPED
Ma! WORLD WAR II OPERATIONS SIMILAR TO TME ABOVE, INDICATES CONCURRENCE IN
TAE EFFECTIVFK&S3 OF S•rV)E FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANCHORAGES AGAINST ENM(Y
AIR ATTACK AT NIGHT, PROVIDING THAT ADEQUATE RADAR COUNTERMEASURES ARE
M4PLOYU b.* IT STRESSES THE FACT ThAT, DURING TWILIGiT AND DARKNE•S, SKOLM
Iq EFFECTiVE MECAUSE (A) AN ECONOMICAL AMOUNT OF ,OCKE PROVIDES ADEQUATE
COVER. AND (3) OTHER MEANS OF DEFENSE ARE HANDICAPPED BY DARKNESS.*

Du3ring the afternoon, commencing at atout 1530, CTF 79
transferred six LCT s from CTG 79.1 and four LCT' a ad three LST' s (ith
pontoon causeways) from CTG 79.2 to C111 78 to assist in tne unloading on
RED Beach.

The transfer of this shipping to TF 78, while helpful
to TF 78, was, as will be shown later, a handicap to TF 79.

At 1615 he learned that the HONOLULU had just been
torpedoed by an enemy plane.

At 1736, in order c. expedite (a) the delivery of
supplies to the army forces ashorm, and (b) thereby the departure of the
assault shipping from the ob,)ective area, he directed CTG's 79.1 and 79.2
to prosecute general unloading with utmost vigor coammencing at daylight.I*•*

At 1830 he advised his command that the night assignment
of the fire support ships was as follows: For TG 79.1, PENNSYLVANIA,
MINNKFAPOLIS, DFNVER, BLACK, ABBOT, and WAUKER; for TG 79.2, PORTLAND,

"* Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, Serial 00454, October L6Lh, 1944.
Action Report Comainder Joint Kxpeditionary Force, Mariatw.:!
Operation, Report of Amphibious Operations for thnt Capture of the
Mariaras islands, Serial 00704, August 25th, 194i , Anuex H.

Sd Smoke Screen Manual (NWIP 1-2), Department of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, 1953, Chapter 1, Paragraph 104.

S* [Ibid Chapter 6, Paragraph 601.
*•*** CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 2"36 October 19"4 to cr's 79., and 79.2,
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COLMIA,, CLAXTOI, EDAIM, and GANSEVOORT.*

At the end of the day CTF 79 derived considerable
satisfaction from the successful results of the D-day lirviings. He )at
(a) not his scheduie, (b) had landed all combat serials of the TWENTY-
M FOUH Corps less the 381st Regimental Combat Team (SIXTH Army Fleati.ng

Reserve) caprising about 40,000 troops and 6,314 tuns of supplies and
equipmmnt,4• and (c) had firmly established a beachbead against only
light enmy opposition.

rT IS TO M MOMED THAT THE ABOVE TONNAGE UNLOADED ON THM
SOUTMERN BEACHES WAS CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN THAT DISCHARGED AT THE NORTHERN
iBACHES BY CTF 78 IN SPITE OF THE DIFFICULTIES ENOOUNTERED THERE IN BEACHING
THE LST' S WHICH HAD MADE IT NECESSARY TO PROCURE CAUSEWAYS AND LCT' S FROM
TF 79. THIS VARIANCE IS ATTRIBUTED PRDIARILY TO THE FACT THAT TKE
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS OF TF 79 HAD NOT BEEN TRULY CONBAT LOADED, DUE
IN A LARGE MEASURE TO THE MECESS1TY OF CARRYING ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT. SINCE
NO GARRISON SHIPPING SPACE HAD EMN ASSIGNED THE SEVENTH AND NINET.-S1XTH
INFANTRY DIVISIONS, THE SUPPLIES AND SUIPM4ENT NOM4ALLY CARRIED IN THE
FOCIL-UP SHIPPING HAD TO BE INCLUDJI IN THE ASSAULT SHIPPING. FOR
INSTANCE, EACH TRANSPORT HAD aýN LOADED WITH AN EXCESS OF ABOUT 350 TONS OF
BULK CARGO WHICH PRECLUDED VEETICAL LOADING AdD CONSEQUENTLY DELAYED OFF-
LOADING.*** AS A RESULT, NONE OF THE TRANSPORTS OR CARGO SSELS OF TF 79
WE UNLOADED BY TEE END OF D-DAYx WHEEAS ALL OF TF 78 TRANSPORTS EXCEPT
THE FRD(ONT WERE UNLOADED AND RETIRED FROK THE AREA.

SUCH UNLOADING WAS HOPED FOR BUT WAS NOT ANTICIPATED 3T
CTF 79 1ECAUSE HIS SHIPS HMD BEEN LOADED FOR YAP WHERE NO SERIOUS THREAT
FROK THE ENT4Y AIR AND NAVAL FIRES WAS EXPECTED AND, THEREFORE, IAD BEEN
LOAM ON SUCh A HASIS AS TO REQUIRE POSSIBLY MORE THAN ONE DAY UNLOADING
TIME. THE ASSAULT DIVISIONS FOR YAP WERE TO BE THE GARRISON DIVISIONS AS
WELl AND) THE SHIPS HAD BEEIN MLODED ACCORDINGLY.*

THE CONVEIENCE OF HAVING THE GARRISON ZQUIM T READILY
AVAILABLE 1 RECOGNIZD AND THE REASONS FOR HAVING IT IN THIS CASE ARE
UNDERSTANDABLE. IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS FAILURE TO
CO14PLETE 1WOADING COULD HAVE HAD SERIOUS COMS;QULNCES IN THE EVENT OF

* CTF 79 -Gontrro[ Net• ¥olc0 Radio Messag- 0
October 1944 i-o TF 79.

SReport o" Leyte Op)rAitioii3, October 17th - thweinber 25th, 1944, 1I
6TH U.S. Army.

N* Action Reports C'rG 79.1, ParticipaL•ion in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, S'erial U0454, October 26th, 1944; Action hetport
CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial WXY32, November 4th, 1944; Action
Report COMTHANSDIV 10 (CTU 79.4.0), Surial 002Z76, October ?kMth, L944.

**** CTF 79's First Endorsement, Serial 0'338, Novvmber 20th, 1944 to
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leytt Operation, Se.ri&i 0032, Novombtr 14th,
1944.
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STRONG JAPANESE REAU;ifl TO THE LANDING, I.E., HAD THE JAPANESE FIRST
STRIKING FORCE BEEN ABLE TO PENETRATE THE LANDING Ah&ýZ- nN D-DAY (ONE OF
THE FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL0 SHO ONE PLAN). FORTUIATELY FOR CTF 79, THE
JAPANESE REACTION WAS VERY WEAK INDEED AND, THEREFORE, THY DELAY IN THE
UNLOADING OF THE TRANSPORTS BECAME NOTHING MORE THAN A MINOR HINDRANCE.

THIS PRINGS FORTH THE, OONCEPT OF ,CC04BAT LOADING".
THIS ODNCEPT IS THAT,, WEMELR POSSIBLE, THE ARFANGEMENT OF PERSONNEL AND
THE STOWAGE OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT ABOARD SHIP SHOULD BE DESIGNED IN
SUCdl A MANNER AS TO CONFORM TO THE ANTICIPATED TAUUTICAL OPERATION OF THE
ORCANIZATION EMBARKED. EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
MUST BE SO STOWED ABOAR) THE SHIP THAT IT CA0 BE DISCHARGFU AND DISPATCHiU
TO THE REACH AT THE TIEE AND IN THE SEQUF"'CE WHICH IT HAS BERN PHEVIOUSLY
DETERMINED WILL MOST EFFECTIVELY PROMOTE THE SUCCESSFUL OOMPIETION OF THE
MISSION .*

IN THIS CASE IT APPEARS THAT A OONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF
GARRISON EQUIPMENT FOR THE LATER S-TAG' OF %Or" THL G SON "il.ASE G! THE YAP
CPERATION HAD BEEN INCLUDED IN THE YAP ASSAULT SHIPPING IN ORDER FUlLY T"O
UTIfIIZ THE SHIPPING AVAILABLE FOR THAT OPeL'ATION. EVEN IN THE CASE OF YAP
THIS COULD EASILY PAVE BEEN A FALSE ECONOMY FOR KAR EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN
THAT A TOO EARLY UN1L)ADING OF GARRISON FOLLOW-.UP SUPPLIeS MAY SERIOUSLY
INTERFERE WITH THE EFFICIENCY OF THE GARRISON FORCES. THIS, IN TURN, MAY
HAVE THE FURTHER RESULT OF SLOVING DOWN THE UNLOADING OF SHIPS SUBSEQUENTLY
ARRIVING, W1ITH ALL THE MAJOR WASTE OF OVr}RSEAS SHIPPING SPACE THAT THEN
TAKES PlACE.**

FRON THIS, IT SHOULD 13E CLEAR THAT ONL'Y THAT PART OF
GARRISON NQUIPMENT WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TiO THE ]IMMEDIATE NEEDS OF THOSE
GARRISON EL94ENTS WHICH ARE AN ESSENTIAL AND INTEGRATED PART OF THE ASSAULT
FORCES SHOULD EVaR BE CARRIEI) IN THE ASSAULT ECHELONS OF AN AMPHIBIOUS
ATTACK (OPERATION). ALL EQU-lll' i4T f0XQU31D F`OR THE 'SUlK'.)UENT GARRISON
BUILD-UP SHO1I0D BE CAREFULLY PHASED INTO lATER ECWPLON" 30 AS (A) NOT TO
iN'T'jttYr.at6 WITH Thzi. SUkiO'-T UF" GiMBA'T r-URCt•5, AND (B) TO PIVO'JIDES FoR THE
IRPID AND OlDEkR1] DEVKLOPE@.NTS OF 'TRu GAJ{LUSON FH(ChS.**,

SDTctionary of Unltted `t-tee Mllitary Terms for JointU
Revision), Departnmntm of th.e :\rmy, the Navy, and the Air Force,
May 1955.

SWritten Statement by Rear AdnArCI H.E. Ecclea, USN (Ret), Consultant
to the George Washingt.on University [,oist c5 heatrch Prm1ect,

April lth, 11;;
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October4th(&) Operations of OTM 79.1 (Attack Grotip ABLE),

CTQ 79.J had been assigned the tack of 'Landing the
SM*TH Infantry Division on VWE T and Ma Beaches (Plate VII). For
thi& purpose he bad been allotted fourteen transporta, four cargo vessels,
thirty-one LST' s, two LSDs s and a number of control, rocket and mortar

In addition to the above, he had been designated
as OTC to exercise overall tactical comsand and coordination of Attack
Groupa AMR (TG 79.1) and BAKM (TG 79.2) and of TU 77.4.14 (Escort Carrier
Unit) for safe passage and approach to the objective area until their entry
inside Leyte Gulf, at which time the respective task group and unit
.onsuan)ders were to take charge,***

In vlbw or prodicted strong currents, 10 had
decided to anticipate his arrival at Point FIN (the seaward end of the
Tacloban-Dulag Approach Charnel) by forty-five minutes to arrive at thi-s
point at OZ3C October 20th instead of 0315 as set forth in the basic
movewnt plan.*NUIf

At 0130 he commenced foming cruising disposition
(6=-T) which reduced the front of his formation to 3,,000 yards and thereby
reduced th.e- danger from mines. It eems to have taken some time to form
this disposition, posuibly because of &peed differentials, for it was not
until about the t:Uw of passing Point FIN that the disposition was finally
formed.

At 0155 he received a voice radio communication
frou CTG 78.5 requesting his estimated time of arrival at Point FIN and
stating that minesweepers could precede him. To this query he replied
that he was making fourteen knots and expected to reach Point FIN at
0230.***"

CTG 78.5 now infortwd him that his present approach
speed would make it impossible to ,tation minesweepers ahead before reaching
the seaward end of the swept channel and requeste thnt. speed be reduced.

"• * Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphib.ou, Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, Serial C0454, October 26th, 1944.
CTG 79.1 (Cctand~er Attack Groip ABLE) Lf-tack Order No. A-172-44,
Serial 00096, October 9th, 1944.

*** CTF 79 (CC"(3RDPHIBFOR) Attack P'lan No. A304-", Oc(tober 2Nd, 1944,
Annex B.

•** CTG 79.1 (Commande¢r AttAck Group A"E•) Movqaent Orfrit% No. A173-44,
Annex C, Serial 00095, October 9t-, -944; CANF SOCYSPAC ("ration
Plan 13-44, Annex C, Serial 00•)22A, September 26th, 194-4.a *"** Action Paork. CTU 79.3.3, LEd te Opevation, Serial 0118, October
31st, 1944.
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#t 02,9 he reached Point FIN where he slowed to
eight knots temporarily to await nom. definite in~formation concerning
the minemswepeza .*

Rio now m•r.ed, presumably from = 78.5, that the
mimsmaw rs aavld wt arrive heoore om and thre- varters hours, and thut
their boot sweapixm speed would be nipe knots.

He tow had an important decision to make. Sliould
he wait for the minesweopers and risk delaying the laniing-hour or should
he proceed without them? He had been recAiving dJ5aqieting re•p•rts that
the awepizg of the minefield at the entranne had not been completed and the
anticipation of otrong tbb tides opposing and delaying the progress of his
vessels on entry into the gul-f 1hd na'turally cauls-ed h-_i am,' encern,.

After estimating "be situation ho decided to
pr•ceed on schedule, informad CTG 78.5 that he could not wait fuc the mine-
swepera, amd at 0249 increased speed to fourteen knotn.*

While the reasons for this decislen &Pr nowhere
given by CG 79.1 it seems clear lhat he based it oa the following sound
considerations:

(a) the %rea had been reported ewapt;

(b) sinco he had keard nothing to tht contr•ry, he
had reason to believe tnat the Land ong Craft Movement Group and the Northern
Att4ck Force (TF ?!) had enarevd ahad of him without #?ishap;

(z) his larger ships were protected by• aravanes

wicLh had been streamed the night before and

(d) it was nieessary to mnaint~aim his present time
schedule in order to arrive iii the traxisport area as planned,

It may be wondered wl-4 he did not employ the three
xinneasweeers SAUNTER, SCRHMMAGE, SALUTE which tevre waking pssage with TG
79.2 ** The reason seems clear and correxet. These minesweepers, which were
in the rear, of TG 79.2,j1-* (in disposition iCS), were at this tisme about
twelve miles astern of the -loading ohlp of TG 19.1 (in disposition 6-T),
and since they were c,.Pable or a roaxi mum *Pe;od of -ut t•i teea knots he
cottld not accept the delAy incident to their movoument. to the head of hi.*
disposition.

At 0305 he infor.%mod the cori=nnd that. ne planned to

-Action Report CTU79.3.3,OL 'e peration, ortia 011•13,Octochr 31At,
_1944.

.. War Diary SAUNTER October ;nth, 9194; also CTGiý 79.2 D1aq.tch 320932,
October 1944 t~o 3 MMAý(R!, SAUNTER, SALUTDI, etc.
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3' CTG 79. 1
October 2th

pasts ZOLATION Point on the port hand at a distance of two and one-half
miles ,.

A4 0346 he passed the northern tip of Dinagat
Island abeam to port, distant 3,800 yards (from the centerline of the
formation) .**

At 0700, upon reaching Point "C" (Plate IV), he
released Transport Gronp BLKK& to deploy to it3 assinecanchorage off
ORANGE and BLUE Beaches and directed Transpoýl COrouj'p ý3¶- to form approach
disposition for anchoring off VICLET and YELLOW Peacttes. At- 0721 he
ordered TG 79.1 to deploy in accordance with the approazh plan. At 0745
he arrived, in his flagship, in the outer transport area off Dulag Town and
lay to in this general area the reaainder of the day so that he could
observe the assault operations.*** He was pleased to learn that his Landing
Craft Movement Group had arrived on schedule at 0617. By 0800 all units
cf his Transport Group had anchored and were lowering their boats.*

At 0851 he received a report that CTG' 79.5, the
commander of his LST Unit, was ready for landing on schedule, and at. 0900
he received a siaular report from GTG 79.3, the commander of Transport
Group ABLE. At 0930 he received a message from CTF 79 confirming the
landing-hour at lOO) as originally scheduled.

The landing was made exactly on schedule with
practically no casualties to the troops, although some mortar fire was
initially encountered from the right flank of the beach. CTG 79.1
attributed the light enemy reai tance to the effectiveness of the pre-
arraned fires that took place according to CTF 79's gunfire schedule.
Battleships, cruisers and destroyers of TU 77.2.2 had increased their
rates of fire at the landing-hour minus forty-five minutes and had
continued an intensive bombardment an-iund YiLLC and VIOLET Beach areas
until the leading assault waves were 800 yards from the beach (landing-
hour minus five minutes) at which time fire was shifted inland and to the
flanks in compliance with a flare signal released by an aerial observer.
Rocket, mortar and automatic weapon barrages executed by the LCI's and
LCS' s just prior to the landing-hour left little to be desired both as
to timing and intensity.

While there is no doubt that the pre-arranged fires
contributed greatly to the ease of landing, Lhey were not the sole reason
for the light enemy resistance. A partial reason was that the Japanese
had retired temporarily from the beach defenses in order to avoid being
subjected to Allied naval and air bombardment and had failed to return to

* Action Report CTU 79.3.3, Leyte (nration, Serial 0118, October 31st,
1904).

•* Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation In Amphibious Operatirs for the
Capture of Leyte, P[I., :ierial 00454, October 26th, Q44.

"N' Action Report APFAIACHIAN, Serial 1274, November 14th, ' u.
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tbe:Lr defenses in time to oppose Peric.asly the Allied landings. This is
discussed more fully under "Operationu of CTF 77 (Central Philippines
Attack Force), October 20th".

As soon as the assault landing had been completed,
unloading was pushed with utmost vigor. All beaches, fortunately proved
to be exceUent for beaching LSTI s and this greatly saipified the problem.
At 1232 the first LST, s were directed to proceed to the beach to discharge
artillery as desired by troop commanders.

&t 1414, however, CTG 79.1 received a report from
CTG 79,5 that '.-n LST1' % ould complete unloading their initial cargoes in
time to be used for moving vehicles from the transports to the beach at
1600 as had been tentatively planned.

At about 1530 he transferred half of his LCT's
(738, 749, 819, 861, 863, 864) to TF 78 to assist in the unloading at RED
Beach..

By 1800 all assault echelons, except one of the
three battalions of the SEVENTEENTH Infantry Regiment (TWENTY-FOURTH Corps
Reserve), had been landed.

By 2400 the LST' s were twenty-four por cent unloaded
and the transports, cargo vessels and LSD's had discharged twenty-aev',v
per cent of their cargo. In accordance with instructions from CTF 79, the
assault shipping did not retire but remainec at the beach area and continued
unloading umder smoke cover throughout the night.

(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER),
October 20th.*

CTG 79.2, in ROCKY MOUNT, in company with Transport
Group BAKER, followed 4,000 yards astern of Transport Group ABLE in
approach disposition for entering Leyte Gulf. The group was composed of
thirteen transports, four cargo vessels, three LSD's, one ISV, and nine
screening destroyers, plus three minesweepers from MINDIV THIRTY-FOUR which
had been assigned for movement to the objective area. His LST's And other
landing craft units (twenty-four LST's, six LSMH', twenty--oe rocket and
mortar craft, and eight control craft) had entered Leyte Gulf at 2327 the
previous evening with the Landing Craft. Movement Group of TF 79.** His
mission was to land and establish elements of the NINETY-SIXTH infantry
Division on designated beaches (ORANGE and BLUE) at Leyte commencing at
1000 this day.***

i * Action Repo-t CTG 7?.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
U 1944.

War Diary M(.G(LWAN, October 19th, 1.944.
*t * CTG 79.2 (COMPH1BG•RP 6) Attack Order No. A604-"4, Serial 0010,

October 8th, 1914.
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He maintained his group on station astern of Attack
Group AMLE, conforming to the Tacloban-Dulag Approach Channel, ,intil reach-
ing Point "C" at 0700, at which time the two groups proceeded independently
to their respective anchorage areas on signal from CTG 79.1. At about this

*,o itime having (a) noted that no enemy gunfire ws being received by the LST' a
which had anchored well inshore of the middle transport area, and (b)
realisi•g that early movement to this area would facilitate arrival of the
control boats at the line of departure and would expedite the movement of

*' the boated resere battalions, he correctly decided to anchor his transports
in the middle transport area instead of the outer area. The outer area had
been set up to provide a safe transport area in case hostile fire from the
shore made thý closer area untenable.

At 0711 he released CCUMINDIV THIRT!-FOUR, in
SAUMTM, to proceed with SALUTE and SCRIMMAGE to report to CTG 77.5.

At 0750 he proceeded independently in his flagship
and anchored in the forward part of the middle transport area.

At 0828 his LST Unit commander reported that the
amphibious tanks were ready to be launched, and at 0835 the unit commanders
of his control craft, rocket and mortar-gunboats reported that their mits
were on station at the line of departure. At 0840 he noted that his trans-
port group had anchored on schedule in their assigned anchorages. Thereupon
at 0842 he ordered his attack group to land the landing force and advised
CTF 79 that he would be able to meet the landing-hour.

At 0930 he received a message from CTF 79 confirmingr
1000 as the landing-hour; the first assault wave, in amphibious tanks, left
the line of departure for the beaches, followed by succeeding waves in
accordance with the plan. These waves landed on BLUE and ORANGE Beaches
respectively at 0958 and 0959.

Initially, minor mortar fire and some sniper fire

was experienced and intermittent mortar fire continued until about noon
causing sixteen casualties. One LCM received a direct hit from an enemy
mortar pro0jectile.

At noon the Group Beachmaster reported the beaches
secure and ready for general unloading, and at 1300 CTF 79 ordered
vigorous unloading of general supplies and equipment. At 1400 CTG 79.2
moved his traxsporto to the inner transport area v thin 2,000 yards of the
beach. The first LST was beached at 1420.

At about 1553, in accordance with a request from
CTF 78, three LST's ¶745, 1013(F), 1024) with pontoon rAu3seways,* and at

SAction Report CVT7593LETGRP ý), Leyte Operation, October 20th -

24th, 1944, Serial 038-44, October 31st, 1944.
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1558, in accordance, with the basic plan, four LCT' (747, 830, 898, 992)
were transferred to TF 78 to assist in the unloading at RED Beach.*

The diversion of this shipping, and notably of the
LCT's, intorfered with the unloading of TG 79.2. In this connection,
CTG 79.4 (Ccusmnler Transport Group BAK&R) reported that "perhaps the above
diversion was justified by the overall deands of the whole operation but
it embarrassed Transport Group EAKER considerably; as the result, several
heavy dosers and trucks were not gotten to the beach nearly as early as
planned or desired.""

By 1700 a total of three LST8s and two L341s were
beached.

At 1724 the C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division***
and his staff left the ROCKY MOUNT to establish the division command post
(CP) ashore,*es* Meanwhile the Assistant Division Commander had already
set up the CP and at 1500 had assumed command ashore.

At 1750 the division commwnder arrived at his CP
atid assumed command of operations. Unfortunately he failed to communicate
_is readiness to assume command to his naval superior for, as will be shown
at 1345 the following day, CTG 79.2 queried C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division as to when he had assumed comiand ashore.

General unloading of the transports was very slow

at first due to the fact that priority had been given to unloading otherelements and associated supplies and equ.ipent of the TWENTY-FOURTH Corps
and NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division that had been loade6d aboard the same
vessels as the SIXTH Army Floating Reserve. For the Yap operation, the
381st Regimental Combat Team had been designated as r serve for the NINETI-
SIXTH Infantry Division, but, on arrival at Manus, it was decided for the
Leyte operation to use this Regimental Conbat Team as floating reserve for
the SIXTH Army. The problem arose then as to where and when it would be
committed. SIXTH Army Headquarters put the probable time as D+1 day and
the most probable place as behind the Northern Landing Force and the next

* CTG 79.2 (-xieHIBP 6) Attack Order No. Al04-44, Serial 00010,
October 8th, 19044; also Action Report. CTG 79.4 (CCO4ThANSDIV 13),
Leyte Operation, October 20th - 24th, 194/4, Serial 0126, October
28th, 1944.

SAction Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial 0126, October 28th,
1944.

S** Major General. James L. Bradley. USA.
* H 1's 96TH Infantry Division, G-3 Journal - entry 157, dated 1750

October 20th, 1944; contained in letter, Office of TAG AGAW-A 313.5
to Preident Naval War College, March 21st, 1957; also Action Report
96TH Infantry Division, Action Against Enemy, KING-TWO Operation
194., March 1945, Page 35.
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probable place behind the NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division.* However, time
did not allow completion of the necessary transfers prior to departure
from Manus. Consequently, they had to be made after arrival at the
oblective area in order to give mobility to the reserve Regimental Combat
Team without involving other troop elements. Therefore, eighty-six boats
of two transport divisions had to be used for this purpose while those
boats of the remaining division, in which the reserve Regimental Combat
Team was embarked, had to be held in readiness to land the reserve troops
if and when required.** By 2300 the three transport divisions were twenty-
seven per cent unloaded. All assault troops, except the reserve Regimental
Combat Team had been landed, and the unloading of cargo continued under
smoke cover throughout the night.***

By the end of the day, except for the unloading and
discharge of amphibious tanks and vehicles, only four LST' s and two LSM' s
had completely unloaded their original cargo. In general, the sand on
the beach was extremely soft, making it difficult for amphibian tractors,
vehicles, bulldozers and cranes to operate. In most cases, vehicles dis-
charging from LST' s had to be towed ashore not only because of the depth of
the water but because the wheels sank in the soft sand. The beach was not
entirely suitable for beaching LST' s because the water was approximately
four and one-half feet deep at the end of their ramps after beaching. Bull-
dozers were used to build sand ramps out to the LST' s but these required
continual repair as the waves washed the sand away. The area immediately
behind the beach at a depth of 300 yards was swampy, thereby limiting the
space available for supply dumps. In addition, the use of the limited dry
area available was so wasteful that the beach itsalf became congested.*

UNLIKE THE WOOTH, WELL-ORGANIZED AND COORDINATED

UNLOADING ACROSS CTG 79.1'S VIOLET AND YELUYW BEACHES, THE UNLOADING AND
DISPERSAL AT CTG 79.2'S ORANGE AND BLUE BEACHES WAS VERY POOR. THIS WAS
DUE, PRIMARILY, TO POOR SHORE PARTY ORGANIZATION AND EXECUTION. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE AMPHIBIAN TRACTORS (LVT'S) AND VEHICLES (DUKW'S) WERE VERY
SLOW IN RETURNING AFTER THE INITIAL ASSAULT FOR UNLOADING DUTIES, DESPITE
THE FACT THAT GREAT DEPENDENCE HAD BEEN PLACED ON THEM FOR HANDLING CARGO
ON THE BEACHES AND FROM THE LST'S. AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT, THE CANCELLED
YAP OPERATION HAD ENVISAGED A "REEF" LANDING, AND THE SAME PATTERN HAD TO
BE ADOPTED FOR THE LEYTE OPERATION, SINCE THERE WAS NOT TIME TO CHANGE THE
LOADING. CONSEQUENTLY, THE USUAL TRUCKS AND OTHER VEHICLES NORMALLY
SUPPTLIED THE SHORE PARTY FOR "BEACH" LANDINGS WERE NOT AVAILABLE IN ANY-.
WHERE NEAR THE USUAL UKBERS.'(S*-

It was also due, in part, to the failure of the
beach lighting systems which caused the ORANGE and BLUE Beaches to be

* Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4t1,,

1944, Part 4, section 1, Paragraph 6.
** Ibid., Part 4, Section 4, Paragraph 2.
*-. Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial 0126, October ,'8thL,

1944.
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relatively dark whereas thu. neighboring beaches (YELLW and~ VIOLET) were
lighxted up like Christmas trees.*

(c) ~Operations of' CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit Souihk),

CTG 79.11 (Commander Scre.vn), October 2Dth.

(1) Operations of 0TU 77.2.2.

At 070? CTU 77.2.2, who had alivady refqntsd for
duty with CT? 79, was conducting the pre-,xrranged bombardment of the Val.ect-.
ed U.rget areas. At. this time the PEJO4SYVANIA , TENNSSN•Ek )UMEAP01., 5,
LOUISVIiM.L, DENVER were firing and ý,t 0744) the ARIAWd comwa~cd firiz4.
Eniemuy reactian thus far had consisted only olf sporedic- and genarz Uy in.,
effective wo,,tar and sal&~l arma fire,

grous-M3E ad BAER, TU '77.2.2, &,. t~his ticonsisted of tw,

Group AL whi:h wa to k:rnNvida fStŽ'e suppx:,r
for CTG 79.,1, conaisted of the PENNSTI.VA!JA, 4OJSVL IlNN~kWNiS, UENVER,
NkU~CCI4B, BEWIOiNI1, HE~YWOOD L. E.DWAPRD, XI3C,-A PU .L.IARY, NH,1FORUi ý0 \\he ik"'t4
two destroyers had com~pleted n~ight har&,s,,4,g fixN\%,) and 1,VT'ZE (thv\ latto~r
from TG 79.11); Group BAKE~R, whiah was to~ provide fir'e forLa (,TG 7)9,2,
consisted of TN*MEMSEE, CALIFORNIA., HONUOFU., COLMEA P(Ai1h4 ND, kWX\INS4(
(the latter dei~.rG2;er had returned from op~.r~ting 'olth TG 77.5 ), B IXAY
(which txd roplaced the damaged RMS'\. ALBERT~ W. GWM\\T:\ ILAXTOX (the 11-tt~er

4 ~~two destroymmi had returnod from oc'iigwith TU h7.2N .RWOT, TH(4P.N
and WE1;.- The fire support missiom vm~ra a. ,ý\igned by CTGI,, s79.1 and
79. 2.4-1H

At appmxWmate'ly 0800 1 CAl -A. mv
and HORTAND rel.:,,wv~d 11h I'EN~jYLVANiA, P ~ ~ > TACŽ O 'VLi
and IIONCLULU, and kýJ)4h hAiFORi) and WFIIL,ý, tm.nannetj.' frixkg, Atsi.nwhi le
the reliev~ed ship~s rtJ'in%\ kri0, prep*rat~ory Uý yd rex tvimg t ~ rv-,3ricea
their aircraJtt whidch V\2ay koA'xx ftploy-,krW' .fr tlg." At ()ICA) tl'?

A\t 0)91. all of' L~ihe vk~ ps \ithkn't, '
or rcewume their f~irt,, ai.it -.&htx southern, \btehee f k ia1~t'pl ' fo
th'a 30edulfdk land~iA Alt iE()" TI'vY lihYWcx.ýt) Eb ~WAki!VM' ai' t`§e 1\("';"D V'.

Oo~tob~eý XOt6 I viISk \-I C( 79,4,, 1Mncoivoji (13) ';Act~ion Rtmuc~r

CTG' 79.4, Leyte. C4 r:wi rial 01-2,6, octo~e X'2Lth, i4

~ ~hli~n~~Octob#'\r 16*th :ýj,th, 1-944 6tk, Cx)i4
ýý,ovovaer 5th, )844.
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At 0955 those ships of TU 77.2.2 which had
been firing on the landiin beaches cnd which had no assigned targets at
this time, ceased firing. Tho CALIFORNIA, PENNSYLVANIA, LOUISVILLE,
)UN&I*VPOLIS, HONOLULU, PCRTLAND, and THORN continued firing but shifted fire
to tanvsts inland and to the flanks.

At 1000 the TENESEE, NE•CIB, BERNION, HEYWOOD
'L., 4.•WAR•lS, and RICHARD P. LEARY likewise resumed scheduled fire on targets
iaulord and to the flarn s. At this time the DENVER, COLUMBIA, ROBINSON,
MLACK, ALBERI W. GRANT and BRYANT stood by for call fire.

At approximately 10/1 the CALIFORNIA, HEYWOOD
L,, EDWARDS, and, at 10,0, the POWTLAND ceased firing. The CALIFORNIA and
PO•T•LAN then stood by for call fire.

The aioxv call fire ships were assigned as
foLlows: (1) the CALIFORNIA\) DENVER, ROBINSON and BLA(C to Attack Group
ABLE (TG 79,1) for call fire ftro S"ENTH lanantry Division Shore Fire
Control Parties establihed at. the beachhead, and (2) the PORTLAND, COLUMBIA,
AALBERT W. GRAN and BRYANT to Attack Group BAMR (TG 79.2) for call fire
from NINTY-SIXTH Infantry Division Shore Fire (ontrol Parties.

At approximately 31.00 the LOUISVILLE,
PENNSILVAWIA, TENSS, MINNEAPOLIS, NEWC(CMB, BEN&ION wnd RICHARD P. LEARY
ceased scheduled fires.

Meanwhile, '%he HONOLULU and the THORN continued
firing_, The TigORN ea",ed firing at 1200, at which time thr,• ½,vALES comenced
firing,.* The HiONOLULU ceased scheduled firing at 3220, at whi ch time the
TENNESSEB comainced firing.*

For the most part, this completed all scheduled
hfre support for TU 77.2.2. The TENNESSEE, however, completed firing at
1440, at ,dai±ch t:Isne the CLAXTON commenced firing. The WELLE5 then completed
firing at 1540 while the CLA)T'ON continued firing unti) 1609. Other support
firlng ns accompl:Phad by thene ships during the day e.s requested by the
call fire me,'4hcxld.

At 1.645, learning that the HONOLULU had just
been torpedoed by an ,nemy plane, CTU 77.2.2 proceeded, in the LOUISVlLLE,
L. erondv:" ssisLace, although en route he found that COMCtCUDIV NINE, ,n
HO(1KVlJUJ had the ,alvage situation under control. At this same time ho
.earaned tVt CTh 79.2 had relieved the C(LUMBIA of her, fire support mlsstic.

tArtc,•en port THORN, Leyte HRmbardment, Qctober 18th - 24t 1944,
at" 4Th, October 30th, 1944.

r.w Act h:on k"lAf<Pe HON.UL[ (I,Bokrmtardment and l F ir ouppry.'t Of ,Ley .t,
Phi, A 4 Islands, October 12th - 29th, 19W,, 3re•al C'249, November
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at her own request to assiut the HONOLULU.* (After receiving the HOWLULU
plane, the COLM(BIA by 1721 had returned to her fire support station).

During the late afternoon the HEYWOOD L.
MRDSo HALOBJD, L=U and WLL relieved the WALM, ABBOT, BINEj,

GANSEORT and HALE in the antisubmarine screen around the Southern
"Transport Area** and the latter five destroyers were ordered to report to
CTF 79 for FS duty.

At 1830 CTU 77.2.2 received a message by voice
radio (from CTF 79) that the night assignment of FS ships was as follows:
For TG 79.1, PENNS'LLVANIA, MINNEAPOLIS, DENVER, BLA(K, ABBOT and WALAK;
for TG 79.2, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA, CLAXTON, BRAINE and GANSEVOORT.*** The
HALE, although omitted from this dispatch, later joined this group.** Of
"these ships the PENNSYLVANIA, INJ.NEAPOLIS, DENVER, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA and
CLAXTON were from his own task unit whereas the remaining five destroyers
(BLACK, ABBOT, BRAINE, GANSEVOORT and WALKER) as well as the HALE were
from TG 79.11. Ls will be shown later, he was somewhat surprised at
receiving this esesage because he was under the impression that, in
accordance with CTF 79's Attack Plan,**** he (CTU 77.2.2) would assign
harassing and FS ships to TG's 79.1 and 79.2.

It seems clear that he not only expected to
assign the harassing and gunfire support ships as requested by the attack
group commanders but also expected that any changes in the composition of
his fire support unit would be made through him. Thus, in his opinion, the
destroyers from CTG 79.11 should have been directed to report to him for
fire support mission assignment. This concept was based on CTF 79's Attack
Plan wherein CTG 79.11 was instructed: 'When directed transfer ships to
Fire Support Unit South In exchange for ships whose bombardment amuunition
has been expended."***-* Instead, ho now found himself completely by-passed
with no authority whatsoever in the designation of what ships should be
assigned as j utfire support ships. He became concerned over the situation
and deliberated as to whether or not to query CTF 79 in regard to the matter.

At 1943 he directed (a) his heavy shipa (less
those assigned to Attack Groups ABLE and BAKER for call fire) to lie to
du ing the night in an area generally south and southeast of the Southern
Tr, nsp rt Area and inside the transport screen, (b) CO4DESRON FIFTY-SIX to

S i one destroyer to cover the mouth of the Cadacan River near Abuyog
Aaig i.t pose ble enemy torpedo boat activity, the remaining destroyers
':t'c>pt t"' ansigned for call fire) and SAN CAHLOS to lie to in an area
1.11 6eu i,,t of the outer transport screen, And (c) all ships to be on

t.ie ilert +-rA ,s a tacks coming from the soith.

Act .i.. C(.UMBIA, bombardment Report, Leyte Island, October 17th
y4L S-rial 012, November 1st, 1944.

t 0� fýi •'TU 79.11.1 (CCMFESRON 48), Leyte Gulf, October 20th -
i-..• 15 .i, >or-ia; )•0, October 30th, 1944.

ni C t'Y? 79 ( G (unf . Control Net) Voice Radio Message 1830/1 October

"I -N Attiac FI1 -o. A304-44, No Serial, October 2nd, 1944.
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Accordingly, the fire support ships operated as
indicated above during the night. The only enmaW activity, aside froa that
on the graund, in opposition to the landings occurred at about duak when
nueroua bogeys were reported in the vicinity, a number of which were fired
upon with negative results.*

(2) Operations of CTG 79.11, October 20th.

CTG 79.11 (COMDESRON FIFTY-FOUR) had been
directed by CTF 79 to screen TF 79 in Leyte Gulf. In this same directive,
he., as well as his subordinate commanders (COYMRON's FORTY-FIGHT and FORTY-
NINE), were advised to make this screening plan effective upon the arrival
of the transports in the transport area. Therefore at 072O the units of
TG 79.11 proceeded to assigned stations (Plate VIIIS as follUws:**

(a) Stations One to Seven inclusive, units of
DESRON FIFTY-FOUR as followst

(1) Stations One and Two, but to seaward of
Area SWEEP - MeNAIR and HERTZ.

(2) Station Three - MELVIN.

(3) Stations Four to Seven inclusive -

McGOWAN, RFeY, MONSSEN and McDF4UT in that order.***

(b) Stations Nine to Eighteen inclusive units of
DESRON FORTY-EIaGT (TU 79.11.1), as follows:**

(i) Stations ,Lne to Thirteen inclusive -

KIDD, CHANNING, ABBOT, GkNSEVOCORT and HALE in that order.*N-M*

(2) Stations Fourteen to Eighteen inclusive
ERBEN, WALKER, ELACK and BRAINE, but exact stations, not fully known.

* Action Report CALIFORNIA, Participation in Operations off Island of
Leyte, P.I., Cttober 19th - 24th, 1.944, Serial 0025, November 8th,
194; also Action Report COLUMBIA, Banbardment Report, Leyte Istand,
October 17th - 24th, 1944, Serial 012, November let, 1944; Action
Report LOUISVILLE, Seizure and Occupation of Leyto Area, October 17th-
24th, 1944, Serial 0044, November Ist, 1944; War Diary SCWROEDER,
October 20th, 19"4; War Diary POrLAND, October 20th, 1944.

** Action Report C(iMDXhSh0N 48 (CTU 79.11.1), Leyte Gulf, Philippine
Islands, October 20th- 2-4th, 1944, Serial 0OO, October 20th, 1944.

~* Action Report C(MDESHRON 54 (CTG 79.11), Attack on Leyte Island,
Central philippines, October 2otb - 24th, 1944, Serial 059, November

j 1A2th, 1944.
S** Cff 79 Attack Plan AN04-4, October 2rnd, 1944, Annex "I".
"* * Action Report arxi War Diaries or the Thips concerned.
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(c) Iqtations Nineteen to Twenty-Six inclusive,
units of DESRON FORTY-,'INE kfU ?'.1i.2), as follows:*

HALLIGAN, TWIGGS, HARADEN, SPROSTON, PICKING,
ISHRFWOOD, Ma-,DONOUGH, and CHARLES J. BADGE1R in that order.**

(d) Radar Picket Station Number Two (sometimes
listed as Screening Station No. 8) was occupied by the WICKES.*

The above shows that the basic plan provided for
three screens (1) the outermost to be maintained by DESRON FIFTY-FOUR (2)
the intermediate to be maintained by DESRON FORTY-EIGHT and (3) the inner to
be maintained by DESRON FORTY-NINE. No difficulty was encountered in
maintainiyrg the outermost screen. However, due to the necessity for
providing destroyers from both DESRON FORTY-EIGHT and DESRON FORTY-NINE for
FS missions it was not possible at all times to maintain the intermediate
screen. Therefore, it was considered more advisable to maintain the inner
screen with about twelve dertroyers than to sacrifice inner protection in
order to maintain the intormediate screen. CC(DESRON FORTY-NINE (CTU 79.112)
as the senior officer took active charge of the disposition of ships in the
inner screen and maintained this control for about four and one half days.
Although he succeeded in general in maintaining the changing twelve ship
screen throughout these days he had no penranency of detail and therefore
the composition of the screen was repeatedly changing. This was because
the ships of the screen were beiag constantly ordered by CTF 79 to various
iiidependent assigmncntz3. *-N-f

In general the inner screen then was composed
of the ships of DEMRONs FORTY-EiGHT and FORTY-NINE although, u;: occasions,
the screen was reinforced by 3hips of DI;5RCN FIFTY-SIX and even by APD's
and DMS's.

Because of this 1.he screens will be dropped
as independent units ii this study and will be referred to only in relation
to the operations of other comanarers and -.otably of CTF 79.

(d) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat
Group), October '.Oth.

GTG 70.1 continued without incident toward Leyte
,t;uif &long Route ,;LIEARWAT~h and at 2.)40 was bearing 1100(T), dizit-ant
seventy miljs from the entrance.

Cl'r, 79 Attack Plan A304-4.4, October 2nd, 19"1, Aruiex "i"
Atction Report and War Diaries of the ships concerned.

N*X Action Report CU '79,11.2", ReImprt on the Assault on L.etyte I!.1and,

Phil1pplexrs, Seriat. 01.1, October )Oth, •194.
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(b) Suiraiine Force, S•EV•TH Fleet.

(1) Opera'iowi of GTF 7r1 (Submarines, West Astralia)
October 2th, 1944 (Plates!X;, E, XJ, XII, lIIT).

The submarine-s of TF 7- operated r i'maly. CTF 71 gave
no nev inetr.actiono to any of his comand which would make% any iMportant
change in the geeral o-mr#U deploavAnt for this day, and t ,erefore the
camnts rades in Volwo, 1* concereu,-g thw inadequacy of the S(FESPAC sub-
muaim, deployamnt to accomplisa rdequa'eiy the Pssigned 2bjecti'er sti11
obtainmA. but with Srm.ter foreý beeuae of tka fact that as will. be shown
late* (a) sou of the autdarines were not on ia-Ltic and (b) sme had al-
ready ret:2d without replaceaent. No contacts of unusual importancot ware
made, U".hough -apanese aireraft on patroi were obaerved by sumarires
operatLg off central Luzon.

It wmy stem aarprising wut, AS any credenie can be
givea to his War Diary, U!F 71 was either not entirely fami &r with tne
above facts, or chose to ignor* them. In stiport of this view it seeris
wise, at this poian., to quote from hic. War Diary ac to the lucation of his
submarines on D-day

"(a) -'., out of torpedoes, but rej.i ned for reconnais-
sance patrol north of Lingayen Gulf.

"(b) BREM and "J"TARRO covering west ýand northwest

apprbaches to I.an:Ua.

"(c) ANGLER and BLUEGILL i- overing southwest apprcaches

to Manila and Verde Island Passage.

"(d) ROCK and BErr(ALL patroll.ing on line between Cape
Var"la and northwest corner of Dangerous Ground.

"(e) DARTER covering southern entrance Palawan Passage

and DACJE covering western approaches Balabac Struit.

"(f) AI4H1•q.RFAD coivering southwoot spprc¢ches Bruneo

Bay. GURNA, on route s*me area, in vicinity Great. Ntoena Island.

"(g) LAPPON east of Coron PAy. [DP.T'4 sou.frtibotd '.n

Sulu Sea.

"In) PRADDLE assigned 1Dalikpapan lifeguard, paLeoliJng

between Cape Mangka.lhat jrd Nurth Watcher when not so ongag.il.

SVolme i, Battle for Leyte (uIf (NavPars 91973) Naval War Collge, 1953,
11pe:I(a) 2(tý), ilges 30-41,

** War Diary CT? 71, October 1944, Sutm•Ary of (Oerationn of bubarines TF

1't In Support of KING IT (teyta) O'zstohey 9th f 27t1 -1941•, Sioral
00328, November 17th, 194".
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"n i) BATFISH northbov d irn Makassar Strait headed for
patrol eastern Sulu Sea.

"• J) 1* T'CIVY patrolling lower Makassar Strait; WS
STOIC pa~rollng Java Sea, and R45 STORK patolling east of Saleler Strait.

W .L'RL1A.R pat '.1ling soutLhern approaches Sunda Strait.

What are toe facts? The f~cts are "Plate IX" that, of
tha abovw. statý.ons, only (C) ANGLER and bLUEGILL, (d) ROCK sid B&.4GALL,
(fr' H 4M•.HEAD Bid GURRARD[ (g) LAPON and RATON, (h) PADDLE, and (J)
TAI.IVY, !"OIC, STORM ar.i SIRDAR, w're correct. The other stations: (a)
cord, (b) -71EAM and GUITARRO, (e) LARTER and LACS, and (i) BATFISH, wora
in orrect, and the BOVYFISH, which was oft NW Luzon, wvs n.•t mentioned at
all. A.,tually, (1) t-e COD. a,% nhown on Diagram P, wi.s well south of
Lingayen Gulf drd more nearly in the vicinity of Subic Bay, whereas the
9JNEFIý-[ was in the station listed as being ocoupied by the COD, (2) the

B.IEAM a id GUITARRO wbre at midnight (0OX October 20th) in tne southern
. ilu Sea at which time the BREAM was 480 miles from her station off Manila,

waid the GUITARRO, which was to the southward of the BREAM, was just transit-
ing Sibutu 9ssag, •3) the DARTER, which, rather than the DACE, was
assigned the patrol of Balabac Strait, had departed Balabac Strait for a

rendezvous with the DACE in central Palawan Passage and at midnight (0000
SOctober 20th) was about eighty miles to the northwa'rd of her assigned

station. (Diagr•im B, also Plate IX). At this time the Japanes. FIRST
Striking Force was but 245 miles to the westward (Diagram B) and (4) the
BATFISH, instead of being in Makassar Strait, tas just entering the Floces

Sea and, instead of being en route patrol the Sulu Sea, was 9n route to
• •A-8.*

Why was this so? The answer seems to have been that (a)
the statiz-.s ii4ted in tht War Diary were, in general, the stations
origiaally repcrted to CTF 77 (Coinaander Central Philippines At.ack Force)

as those t "lch his submarines would occupy for the period October 15th -
25th,** (b) OTF 71, except for minor modifications, appears to have con-
sidered that these stations were , ipso facto, so occupied whether or not it
" ....... y posnible for some of his submarines to arrive on schedule

(Plate X), (c) several submarines notably RAY and RATON had retired from the

are,. %ith, replacement and without conducting the planned patrols as
regards the QL-ation,*** and (d) severRi other submarines, notably the

DARTEh aund the UACE, which wp-e in northern Palawan Passage where they were

searul'i-*', for met'hanL shipping, were not on station.-*

,,TG 71.1 Dispatch 181122 October i944 to All Submarines,

G F 71 Dispatch 101426 October 194,4 to COM7TT&1LT ard CGMSOMESPAC.

• 'W.i Patrol Report RAY, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial 018, December

8th, 1944; War Patrol Report RATON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No

Serial, December lot, 1944.
*•** War Patro' Report DA4TI11, ,.Llport of 4T." War Patrol, Serial 020,

Ncpvember 5th, 1941.: War PatroL vteport DACE, Report of 5TH War Patrol
0al 9, November 6th, 1944.
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CTF 71
C• October 20th

There were three coordinated attack groups (wolf
packs). These were the BREAM and GUITARRO, the BLUEGILL and ANGLER, and
the DACE and DARTER. As pointed out above, the BREAM and GUITARRO had not
as yet arrived on station but, instead, were proceeding independently to
their stations.

IT SEEMS WELL AT THIS TJME TO POINT OUT THAT THIS
PRACTICE, WHICH WAS IN VOGUE IN SOWESPAC, OF HAVING THE SUBMARINES, WHICH
WERE TO CL(IPRISE A COORDINATED ATTACK GROUP (WOLF PACK), PROCEED TO THE
DESIGNATED AREA INDEPENDENTLY, AND NOT FORM THE ATTACK GROUP UNTIL THEIR
ARRIVAL IN THE AREA, DIFFERED M4ATERIALLY FRO•4 THE PRACTICE IN SUBPAC. THE
SUBPAC SUBMARINES PROCEEDED INDEPENDENTLY TO A DESIGNATED RENDEZVOUS, WHICH
RENDEZVOUS WAS IN RELATIVELY SAFE WATERS, AND rHENCE PRC.,7FEDED TOWARD THE
DESIGNATED AREA AS A COORDINATED A'ITACK GROUP (WOLF PACK). CERTAINLY, OTHER
THINGS BEING EQUAL, THE SUBPAC PRACTICE WAS CLEARLY THE BEITER PRACTICE.
WHY, THEN, WAS THIS LATTER PRACTICE NOT FOLLOWED IN SOWESPAC? WHILE THE
ANSWERS ARE NOT ENTIRELY APPARENT, EXPERIENCED SOWESPAC SUBMARINE OFFICERS
STATE THAT AMONG THEM MUST BE INCLUDED THE FACT THAT THESE SUBMARINES PRIOR
TO ARRIVING IN THEIR DESIGNATED AREAS, WERE FORCED (A) TO TRANSIT ENEMY
WATERS FOR LONG DISTANCES (B) TO PASS THROUGH NARROW, SHALLOW AND RESTRICTED
WATERS IN SEVERAL PLACES WHERE THEY WERE WELL WITHIN RANGE OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT
(C) SINCE EACH SOMSPAC SUBMARINE COMMANDING OFFICER HAD HIS OWN PREFERRED
METHOD OF PASSING THROUGH SUCH DANGEROUS WATERS, IT WAS CONSIDERED ADVISABLE
TO PERMIT HIM TO PROCEED INDEPENDENTLY, AND (D) SIMILIAR CONDITIONS DID NOT
OBTAIN IN GENERAL IN SUBPAC.

CTF 71 was aware of the fact that the Allied maLa
landings were to occur this day on Leyte Island. He does not appear to
have issued any instructions thereon to his command, presumably in order to
maintain security.

During the forenoon he issued information and
instructions as follows: (a) at 0024 he informed the TANTIVY that a plane
had reported many large ships stationary in a bay (Lat tude 040 - 02' u,
Longitude 1190 - 371E) at 1300 on the preceding day,* and (b) as CTG 71.1.,
he advised the Comuanding Officer, STOIC at i156 that (1) since the
ZWAARDVISCH had departed Area "%, thait area was available to him, and (2)
the TANTALUS would enter his area en route patrol station on October 23rd,
which day was the scheduled departure date for the STOIC.**

At 1+46 he roceived a dispatch froui CTF 17 to the
effect that (a) the COBI, .,Id nass to CTIF 71 at 180() Octobe•' 21st in the
vicinity of Latitude 18° - 30'N, Longitude 1180 - JO'E, and, f'om there on,
would be operating under CTF 7l1's dispatch 193IL7, and (b) (1) th"- BARhIW,
was out -f torpedoes and, since she required fuel, he planned to send her
to ýpai• for fuel, torpedoes and any vital repairs prior to seiuiyig her t.

(riF 71 Dispatch l9)1524 Gctcber 1944 to Tull.? Zi.
SCTG 71-1 Pispatch 2Od25t. u)ztoknr 1944 t- TG 7'/.I, T 71 .7, Zj/j2.
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Fremantle for refit, (2) he believed the BARBEL should be capable of
approximately ten days pmtrol en route and therefore he requested patrol
instructions for her.*

Since this dispatch was hf.hly cooperative and indicated
a clear appreciation of the neceasity for employing submarines to the
fullest whenever practicable, it seems likely that CTF 71 received this
dispatch with satisfaction and commnrced estimating the situation to
determine where the HARBEL might best be employed during the ten days in
question. Of course, he realized that she would not be available immediate-
ly as the time required for the voyage to Saipan, the delay there for
needed repairs, and the time required to return to the SOWESPAC area would
likely he a matter of severel weeks.

At 1712 he informed all submarines SEVENTHFLT that
submariness on patrol had recently reported there had been three battery
explosions of Mark 18 torpedoes in the tubes, due to the concentration of
hydrogen, and prescribed czrtain technical remedial measures to be
observed. **

During the afternoon and early ovening he issued infor-
mation and instructions as follows: (a) as CTG 71.1 he advised his comanda
at 1211 that the CFRO (of TF 72) on a special mission was rouýed through
SOWESPAC area passing through Sibutu Passage, Mindoro Strait and north
along Longitude 1190 - 00'E to Area A-2 where she was scheduled to arrive
on October 25th,*N* (b) advised CTF 17 at 1651 that (1) BONEFISH wculd
shift his Op-control to him at 0900 October 21st, (2) COD would shift his
Op-control at 2100 October 26th in Latitude 180 - 30' N, Longitude 1200 -
0'E, and (3) both had b-,en instructed in the CTF 17 procedures relating

thereto,90 (c) at 1808 he advised the Naval Officer-in-Charge FremantleJi
adthe Air Officer Comuanding Western Australia that, upon completion of ,

exercises in submarine Exercise Area ABLE at about midnight, the submarines
HAKE and GRCM wo'mald proceed northward,N*Efr* and (d) at. 1924 he (1)
advised the PADDLE that, although his information therecn was meager, he -

knew that air strikes on Balikpapan were planned for October 23rd and 27th
and he planned to order her home as soon as possible after October 27th,
(2) directed her whon not orn lifeguard duty to conduct ner patrol between
Cape Mangkalihat and North Watcher Island.*o14*

WHAT ACTION HiE TO(J( IN Triir MATTER OF A LACK OF' INFOR-
MATION UXEARDING AIR 3TRIKESIN THE BALIKPAPAN AREA 13 NOT KNOWN. IT SEHM3 I
CLEAR, IkJWE'!Eh, FRCM 'T'HIS DISPATCH THAT HE IOU( IUITTLE, IF ANY ACTION. IF

S71CTF 1.7 Dispatch 2;0233 October 1944 to CTF 71, inOo CINCPAC, CTF 72,
C(XTTHFL.T.

: CU(-Uý57T'HFI-T Dispatch 2CX)81" ()ctob•:•r 19Jý4 to UJ.ý;. 1,1ubmarines P•:•rt,Tj,
info 0()M4S)UBh0iNJ 12, V,, 18R,, at-0 GTý" 72.

•*'" (0T(C '/1 Visuatch A'2031 L October 1944 to TG 17. I C!C ))7CT•P CF Y 71 i:•ut_,tj ;k)7ý1 Octohbr 1944 to, (CT.F _0, inf/o C.INCP'AG, CTV 72,
G'C M THF111%

1***7 C1F 71 Disspatch A: O8 October 1V44 to NO•t F'rean.tle, A!C WA.
'" J:TF 71 ji, i tch 2•1(,14h O:Lcober 1944 t,- Ci, i 71.3 ((,ATDI}),

7,L
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THIS WAS SO IT WAS U'WISE FOR NO COGMDING OFFICER CAN BE EXPECTED TO
PERF0RK LIFEGUARD DUTIES EFFICIENTLY IF HE IS NOT SUPPLIED WITH ADEQUATE
INFORKATION THEREON. IN THIS CONNECTION, PUESENT DAY INSTRUCTIONS (1957)
STATE, AMONG OTHER THIS, THAT REQUESTS FOR LIFEGUARD DUTIES SHOULD
INCLUDE (A) PLANNED DATE OR DATES OF MISSION, (B) NSTIMATED TIME SCHEDULE of
FLIGHTS, (C) T7PE OF AIRCRAFT INVOLVED, (D) PRIMARY AND ALTERBATE TARGETS,
(E) ROUTES TO BE FLOWN TO AND FROM TARGETS, AND (F) RADIO CALLS OF FLIGHT
LEADERS (EXCEPT FOR LARGE SCALE FLIGHTS).*

At 2037, realizing that the date of the BARBEL' s return
from Saipan was indeterminate, he replied to CTF 17 to the effect that the
BARBEL, upon passing the Op-Control position (where she passed to the con-
trol of CTF 71), Latitude 180 - 301N, Longitude 1180 - OO'E, (a) was to
proceed to Area A-7 (Which area was bounded by Latitudes 140 - 15'N and
160 - 301N and Longitudes 1180 - OOE and 1150 - OO'E), and (b) at dark on
the tenth day after passing to CTF 71 was to proceed to Fremant.le** as
instructed in CTF 71's 191147 October 1944.***

At 2051 he advised CTG 30.1*M* that at 0900 the
following morning his submarines would be patrolling as follows: (a) the
COD, BREAM, GUITARRO, ANGLER, BLUEGILL off west Luson; (b) the ROCK and
BERGALL west of Dangerous Ground; (c) the DACE and DARTER west of Balabat
Strait; (d) the HAKKERHEAD and GURNARD off northwest Borneo; (e) the RATON
and LAPON southbound in the Sulu Sea; (f) the STOIC in the Java Sea-; (g)
the PADDLE and TANTIVY in Makassar Strait; (h) the STORM in Zohe Flores Sea;
(i) the SIRDAX south of Sunda Strait; (j) the ZWAARDV1SCH southbound south
of Lcubok Strait; (k) the BATFISH northbound through Makassar Strait; (1)
the TANTALUS northbound in Latitude 15° - 00'S, Longitude 1WA - 4S'E.•

"IT SHOULD BE CLEAR FROM THE DISCUSSION GIVEN PREVIOUSLY
CONCERNING THE LOCATION OF TF 71 SUBMARINES THAT THIS DISPATCH SHOWS A
SIXILAR LACK OF CORRECT INFORMATION.

At about 2100 he received a dispatch from the Ctnwanding
Officer BLUEGILL that he had expended his torpedoes in an abortive attack
against at least two cargo ships and one subchaser skirting Cape Calavite
on course 2400 (T), speed ten knots, and that his fuel on board was 43,000
gallons. -•H

SSubmarine Operation P 23), DepartmenL of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, 1-953, Paragraph 961(a).
CTF 71 Dispatcý 201J37 October 1944 to CTF 17, info GTF 72,
COM17THFLT.
CTF 71 Dispatch 191147 Octobsr 1944 to CTF 17, CTF 72,
CMH7THFLT.

* TG 'IG 30.1 wab the Flagship Group 3RDFLT, cornrmnded by (>al-Laii Caari F.
Holden, U6N.

,*"* 0CTP 71 Dispatch 201151 October 1944 to CTG :30.1.
-* War Diary CTF 11, October 20th, 1944; also Wai Patrol Repoi

UI,UEGII, Peport of 3iRD) War, PaLrol, Serial 039, November 25th k94,4.
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During the night and until midnight he issued infor-
mation and instructions as follows:

(a) At 2201 he advised (1) the HAMMERHEAD, that the
GLURARD was assigned patrol areas D4 and D7 and (2) the GURNARD, that
the HAMMERHEAD was reconnoitering off Brunei Bay. 4

(b) At 2213, as CTG 71.1, he notified his task groups
that the HAKE and the GROWI•R had departed Fremantla on this day en route
Area A4 where they wvould form a wolf pack with the HARDHEAD, and gave the
route via Exmouth Gulf, Lombok and Makassar Straits, Sibutu Passage and
Mindoro Strait.**

(c) At 2343 he (a) cancelled his dispatch orders to
CTG 71.5 (Coumander Advance Base Group ABE) based at Mios Woendi, to make
voyage repairs there on the RAY for her further movement to Pearl Harbor
and (b) directed that commander to complet: the repairs at Mios Woeidi awi
to return the RAY to patrol.N**

Finally, since on the previous day he had issued two
orders to the lifeguard submarines and had issued additional instructions to
them he knew that the BONEFISH, COD and LAP0N had completed, as of sunset,
their lifeguard assignments and that he would have only three submarines
left on lifeguard duty. One of these was the PADDLE, which as pointed out
previously, ,as to conduct lifeuard duties in Makassar Strait on at least
October 23rd and October 27th. The other two were the ROCK and BERGALL,
which had been directed to act, in a sense, as lifeguards for the China-
based planes searching the seaareas to the northward of their patrol line.~,•
He did not know that just before midnight these two submarines had departed
this area and had headed toward thie sea areas south of Saigon.

The operations of the sumtrines in this volume will
generally be discussed as groups assigned to a particular area or as in-
dividual submarines depending, on which arrangement appears the more
desirable. They will be discussed curonologically as presented in CTF 71's
dispatch of October 10th. wherein he advised C(PASEVENTHFLT as to the planned
disposition of TF 71 sulmsarines, as discussed in Voluge I of this analysis
and as shown on Plate X. However, submarines operating in areas south of the
Java Sea such as the SIRd)Aht, which was operating in Sunda itrait, and the

subnrines which had broken- down, such as the KAY, which was- approaching Mios
Woendi for repair.s, will not normally be included. Contacts on shipping will

be indicated only if important -- in general, over !0X) tuns.

GTE 71 I0ispntch 20130 ut-ber 19ý44 to 'i0 71.1 (GURNARD), HANMEREHIAD).

fl * CTG 71.1 Dispatch ý2i.3l13 OctLeher 9IV44 to TO's 71.1, 71.7, 2'W ,'-.

q0 GTP 71 1)is .ptch )014_43 Octotn .r 19.4 t9 ) GIV .t, (11 nfo CGUMINCH,
ci 'PCAC, :CE7TkIFIT.

f* 'l'p 71 Dis•vtch lt[Jb'6 October .1.9,41, to TG 71.1, Z41.
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In discussing the su'ki%,arine operations3 the follow~ing
covdraiu have bneen guiding factors.-

(1) Erfective average Contact rewges.,*

(&') (fr izideper~erit morchant sh~ips.

1)Radar,,

(a) 3urface - six miles,

(b) Submergad - n~one.

()Periscope - fivie miles.

(1) Sonar - QB/AJ two and or~-afmiles. JP

Vhree and 'three-qtuirtN r nmiles.

(b) On kiscorted conibatant ships.

(. ) Radar.

(aj Surface -- ten 7tiilks.

(b) .3ubm,3rged - none,,

~)Perisr.ope - six mileq-

3even and one-hialf x~ileie

(2) B3asic -Inz .ructwiri, by di-ýpatxch:

(a,) At. 0052 ft)ctober 1-1th al wtmwl'nwe, of I3A

were diirected a~s roilowsi:

rwel,~ lxt. f i ften dayi wco~isitlate~týh Ulw y'oU do
not der-art asigneo ,re3L9 wi~hout. giving. \is pri~or not i~e iome adjustrnenLs
of areas and nxtl.ns4.ons of o, tr;o wll~ proh-tbly be necoei-'ary. Thogiu now

on route home, keop on eomirkg,.*0

(1) ',418 October I~tth by vnt '~t1 A

1nfo others, whichi inc1,Aed Lhe phraset "eurl1y advIce Moveinkerft O~i
~'owatat. ~hi '.9i extrt-mnly ý.mjwrk ant ~~

k. ~SuETs-drine 'arfe istr'ti.ons, 03SF-9, 11!&y Dopiir~truentUT li!e
16-.5, Iaragraph PnO4.

* ,I' 'Y1'71 D£)Xspatch 1-0.1 ¶52 ucto:>t"r L941. t, 'rC '71,.1, Z,'
*N CF11. D~ispatch UOG1e 0totLýi -941 to I~~" , '+.
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CTF 71IOctober 20th

(2) 1707 October 11th by instructioms to
KUMULM-hL and AN(UER, info others, which included the phrase "early advice
wovtxwnts oobat~ant, units impti~rtant" ,il

(3) 2129 October 16th by instructions to
1ANTIVY, info others,, which included the phrase "advise earliest Zeasible
uily enemy combatant vessel c~ontqcti,I,**

(4)~ IM2 October 17th by additiorAl"Instructions
to, the TANTIVY, info others, which included the phrases, "break rwtia
3iisn\ae te advise any contact wi~th ernsiy combatant ships suzh as cruisers or
1arga, If a large task force is sighted sending a contact report is
pri~tvjr importance. It a lesmer contact is made attack first., if possible".

(c) The abure messages under (a) a&W (b) should have
c~lerly indicated to ail submarine cc'anderz the natur3 of forthcoming
events even if, as semam w-.t likely, they did not know of the Leyte
operation.

I,&a) BREAM and WTUTRR:

It w!J1 be recalled (from Voltme I) that (a) three
sufxarines (BREAM, RATON and GUITARRO) had been originally ordered to pro-
ceed independently to form a coordinated attack group (wolf pack) under the
Cocmanding Officer &EhAM, upor their arrival in Areas A3 -~ A7, and (b) the
04JITARUO had been detc~ched from~ this group on October 14th to patio]. the
Suli Sea, south of Latitude .11 - 00' N.**** rhis had reduced the group
to two.

It wil.l also be recalied (from Volume II) that,.
bcause of the fact that the RATON, which had expended all but four of her

torpedues against a convoy during the night of October 18th -- 19th, had been

directed on October 19th to retire to Mion Woendibeeo mlan id and &wat orhdes

thre4 GIRto orduer~s ty patrcrat. he SuuSa had bperen wanelle, ind ~ heeadn
been ordere Ato carry ohustedo wrgiat orherso! to be %fl una coaim.118 perisco

gop(wolf 7ack w~ipth 110607~i i Actobar A34 -o CTG71.1, Z

~~(1 Theatc 161229 wctibh 19t toh come'8on ofl this, day/

"was' in 7 lowrSiiuSeatcan wasP. on torter ly4 toare TOtie cI towar her./
patr' ol air ShBtte rwto o Iethe sulfac (iat~ all3) Nvals Warep wolen e

forcd 3, !umrpi ya7ca*L h aq prationa oere in~A4 general un- UIAR

*"A volume 1i, Ba~ttl.e ro! Leyte Gjulf (UavPers 921.97), Naval War College,

,,) BRMRATON argi GUV1TARIJO, October 19th.

80 c



# 1 SUBMARINE OPERATING AREA CLASSI FICATIONS
SOLITMEST PACIFIC B ADJACENT CENTRAL PACIFIC

OCTOBER a th.- 31 st, iic. 1944
(A~PPENDIX 5 TO ANNEX" C To rANF. SWPA OP-PLAN 13-441
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and therefore took avoiding action. Actmilly, mine no Japaneo ,.r Allied
subeu rine were nearby, it seem clear tbat this contact was fal-i. How-
ever, later in the day (at 1748) she sigt Pd •e3other submarine ai6. ori, the
surface, She recognised it as an Allied sub-'4rive which ar _xrhange of calls
proved to be the RATON. She then exchanged i ,oniation after ý.ich she ast
course for Mindoro Strait. On this day she steamr' 283 miles.*

(2) The G.TABRO, wnch at the comencement of the
day had just entered the lower Sulu Sea, and was ,ow on a norther]l W course,
continued or toward her patrol ste.tion. She was abo;st sixty mil-s astern of
"the BREAM, (biaeram B). She remaik-d • m the surface durinm, most of the day.
However, for reasons not explained but presumably beo.use of esrt %irc-aft,
she mikeerged from 0705 until 1426. Then at 1445, having sighted a ship
believed to he a heavy cruiser making iw'mity-two knots, she submerged at 145,
and endeavored to close the ship. At 1525 she surfaced and unsuccessfully
trailed at high speed.** It see=s likely that this contact was on a warship
smaller than a cruiser; probably an escort type. That the r ''&RO was
doubtful of the character of this ship io clear enough for, in tier -atrol

report, she refers to it in one p.ace as a "warship at sixteen knots" and in
"another place am a CA at twenty-two ki ots, and in her deck log as a "ship".
Also she made no contact report althou,'h the instructions in general were to
report such contacts.

The remainder of the day was utiientful excepting
that (a) at 1609 she sighted a friendly submarine (NARWHAL) on a southerly
course and (b) at 2130 she exchanged recognition signals witk• the RkTON,
which was retiring from the area.***

(b) ROCK and BERGALL;

These submarines were stationed on their patrol line
between Cape Varella and North Danger Shoal with the B1ERGALL to the westward
and che ROCK to the eastward of Longitude 1120 -OO'E.*

(1) The BERC' L, which had returned to her patrol
station about midnight, was patrolling along a 1050 - 285O(T) patrol line
reversing course every hour on the half hour. She operated at speeds of
eleven knots until 0500, am' ,t a•- L.t :if .een knots thereaftor, and remainrd
on the surface during dayliga.. as well as darkness. Her patrol was

^T, about 2300, for reasons entirely unknown, ,.h',t

SWar Patrol Repo aiAMK, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021---44,
Novera•, I-x d 194.1.

iLcr 1Pat..I Report GUITARRO, Report of 3W) War, Patrol, Serial (4Gh.if'
Nove-mber 16th, "

-*" Deck Log 'A.,TA1,Ut., October 2Qth, 1944.

* CF 1i iDispatch 160456 Cectober 1%94 to CTG '11.1 (auCK and BERGALL).

•*""* Deck Log BRaGALL October 2Orth, 1944; also War Patrol Raepcrt Br&RGALL,

Report of iST War- Patr' 1, Serial 0102, November 8th, 19.4.
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Conaudiig Officer BMUALL departed his patrol station and headed for the
area south of Saigon.* Since (a) this area was at least 300 miles to the
southwest of his assigned patrol line (b) there apparently were no contact
reports on shipping in the Saigon area, and (c) he had received no orders
directing him to that area, it woulI be interestikng to discover what
motivAted him to take this unusual action.

At 2400 the BERGCALL on course 22 00(T), speed
fiL'teen, was bearing 1200 (T), distant eighty miles from Cape Varella.

(2) The ROCK operating at various p.peeds, was
patrolling her station on course 275°(T) frca midnight until 0700 at which
time she changed course to 150 (T) and remained on this course until 1700
at whica time she changed course to 280 0 (T). She operated on the surface
until l148 wher. she was forced to submergo by enemy aircraft. At 1721 she
surfaced and operated on the surface the remainder of the day. Her patrol
was uneventful.,**

Sometime before 2328 the ConandLring Officer ROCK
apparently learned from the BERGALL that that ship was heading to a sea area
south of Saigon and decided to do likewise for, at that hour, he also depart-
od his statior and headed for the same general area as the BERGALL.**

(3) IN SO DEPARTING THEIR AS51GNED AREAS WITHOUT S"VEN
N•iIFYING CTF 71 AND OTHER INTERESTED CXIMANDS OF THEIR ABSENCE FRh THEIR
PATiOt. STATIONS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT BOTH OF THESE CCOMANDING OFFICERS HAD
NOT OKLY DISRzKAIF)ED THEIR INSTRUCTIONS FRCM CTF 71 TO K§4AIN ON STA7ION ON
T'r LINE CAPI VAR•ELA TO NORTH DANGE S,4'11 ýNTIL FUR'THE ORDERS, BUT HAL
ALSO R1MOVED TH4SELVES FROM THEIR LIFEGU. ) RESPONSIBILITIES ASSIGNED BY
CTF 7..*** IN THIS ip.rfER CONNECTION, NO LIFEGUA1W CALLS WERE RhEGl!I!VED ON
THIS DAY BY EITHER SUa(ARINE.x**'

(c) HLUGMIU, and ANGIER:

The two submarines operated as a coordinated attack
group (wo'Lf pack) under the Comwa.nding Officer BLUEGILL. The BLUEGILL at
this time was patrolling between Lubang Islaro and Cape Ca-Lavite while the
ANGLER was on a NW -- SE li-ne from the northwest coast of Lubang Island to
the northern boundary of' are A4 and thereby guarding the JW approaches to
Janila Bay.

* Deck Log DERGAL, October •Oth, 19'44; also War Patrol Report B94iGA,1,
Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial OiO, November 8th, 19I4,.

t•-N Deck Log RLHK, Oct.ober 20t.h, 19"/; &&s4o War Patrol Report RIOK,
Report. of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 016, November 11th, 19144.
CTPF 71 Dispatch 160656 Octobex )P,4 to C'G 71.1 (ROCK, KHGRALL).

SDeck Logs ROCF and RI*GALL, Oct•,ber 20th, 1944; also War Patr)ol Reprt
ROCK, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 016, November llth, 1944;
War Patroi Report R3.IiLALL, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial (jV).
November 8th, 1944.
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(1) It will be recalled from Volume I1* that the
BLUEGILL, which at dark on October 18th, had completed her normal patrol,
was low on fuel and had but three torpedoes in working condition remaining,**
had been directed on October 19th to remain in Area A4 for a few more days.*W*
She had therefore continued her patrol as ordered.

On this day she operated on the surface until 0510
when in position about. ten miles northwest of Cape Calavite she submerged.
She sighted nothing of importance until 1325 when having sighted smoke, her
commanding officer closaed and contacted two medium oilers in ballast with one
subchaser escort. At 1541, in position bearing 0360 (T), distant seven miles
from Cape Calavite, he fired four torpedoes (he had succeeded in repairing
one torpedo -4hich increased the operating torpedoes from three to four) at one
of 'he oilers all of which, owing to radical maneuvers by the oiler, missed.
He was now attacked by the subchaser. At 1547 he underwent an ineffective
depth charge attack.****

At 2030 he surfaced and made a contact report to
CTF 7i1** which included the fact that he had fired all remaining torpedoes
at two cargo ships-he apparently had changed his estimate of the targets
fros oilers to cargo ships..**** In the same dispatch he reported that his
oil remaining was 43,000 gallons. Thereafter he continued his patrol on the
surface. At 2350 he contacted the ANMR.? and issued patrol instructions for
the following day.*

(2) The ANGMR patrolled submerged during daylight
and on the surface during darkness. At 2240 she intercepted alUEGII' s
dispatch reporting her abottive attack on the two cargo ships and joined in
the hunt for the convoy.****** At 2350 sne contacted the BLUEGILL and
received information from the wolf pack ccxmander relative to the next day's
patrol.

ExcepL for the above the day was uneventful.

(d) DACE and DARTER:

These two submarinei which constituted a coordinated
attack group (wolf pack) under the Commanding Officer DARTER had been
eaisgned stations in the western approaches to Balabac Strait and in southern

Palawan Passage.RN-***** They (a) alternated their stations from time to time

* Volume II battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPer-a 92194), Naval War College,
1955.
War Diary CT($ 71, October 18th, £944.
*0TF 71 Disnatch 190357 October 1944 to RLUXGIUL.
War Patrol Report BLUEGILL, Report or 3RD War Patrol, Serial 039,
November 25th, 194.

**-n War Uiary GTF 71, October 2ist, 1944,
*M***A War Patrol Report ANGLoAt, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09(10),

November 9th, 1.944.
ttfl" n (UTF 71 Dinstch 1105)04 October 1944 to ClPg 71.1 (DARTER, 1)AGE,

HAMMERHEAD).
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as directed by the wolf pack commander, and (b) on this day patrolled
submerged di.ring daylight and on the surface during darkness.*

It will be recalled from Volume TI that (a) at
midnight (0000 October 20th) the DARTER was patrolling in the vicinity of
Royal Captain Shoal and the DACE was patrolling about sixty miles to the
northward of the DARTER,** (b) the wolf pack commander had originally
assigned these new patrol stations in order to locate the convoy which thi
BLUEGILL had attacked on the night of October 18th and L9th,*** and (c)
while moving to the northward to accomplish this task, he had unexpectedly
encountered two southbound Japanese destroyers (AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO)
which he had endeavored unsuccessfully to torpedo and which, in return, had
unsuccessfully attacked the DARTER. Feeling that enemy heavy units might be
following these destroyers he had assigned an additional task to his two
submarines to discover such heavy units. However this latter task had not
been accomplished by midnight, and therefore the task of locating the
BLUEGILL convoy became his paramount concern.

AT THIS TIME rI SEWS WELL TO REAFFIRM THE POINT
WHICH WAS E14PHASIZED IN VOLUME II; IE., THAT THIS MOVENT OF THE TWO
SUBMARINES BY THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER FROM THEIR ORIGINAL STATIONS TO THEIR
NEW STATIONS WHERE THE NEj•CCCT SUBMARINE (DARTER) WAS SOME NINETY MILES TO
THE NORTHWARD OF HER ORIGINAL STATION, IS NOT CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN
CORRECT, THIS IS SO BECAUSE THIS MOVEMENT LEFT BALABAC STRAIT COMPLETELY
UNGUARDED AND THEREFORE DID NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE ACCCIPLISHKENT OF THE
OBJECTIVE; I.E., THE PREVENTION OF AN UNDETECTED PASSAGE OF THE STRAIT BY
ENIEY FOiZCES MOVING GENEWALLY FROM WEST TO EAST.**** WHILE IT IS RECOGNIZED
THAT THE URGE TO SINK MERCHANT SHIPPING WAS STRONG WITHIN THE SUBRARINE
C)MMAND, WAS THIS URGE TO HAVE PRIORITY OVER REASONED JUDGEMENT? IN THIS
CONNECTION IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE JAPANESE FIRST STRIKING FORCE COULD
HAVE PASSED THROUGH BALABAC STRAIT BY EARLY AFTERNOON WITHOUT ANY SUBMARINE
INTERFERENCE WHATSOEVER. THE ABSENCE Oe THE DARTER FROM THIS STATION WAS

* Deck Log DACE October 20th, 1944.
** Volume I1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) October 19th,
19•4, (4) D)ACE and JAitTER.

*** War Patrol. Report DARITER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial O'O,
November 5th, 1944.

*•*• Captain (then CorrmAndcr) David H. McClintock, 0SN, who was the wolf
hack commander, stated later (May 18th, 1956) te Commodore R.W. Bahes,U'.N(Ret), Headt, World War 1-1 Battle E]valuationq Group, Naval War
Coliege, that he did riot consider that he was off station--that he
fort that from cus;tomr.,r operating [procectures he wa5 authorized to

,-;eek out and dAestroy rec-ortod t enemy "shippir4'• (-ven if he h•ad Lo depart
fromp his. as.sit,,ned station. He furthe-r stated that he had "triedI out
hi:i cornmait~t_•:r" by se:rid•)n him a dii ;ixtch aft Jýr seeking) a mt-rchant

convoy and not having received any instbructioros against it (i.e, he
had not been directed t., ret.tirn to stait inn) ho had cornicuditd that
he was at. Libterty to operate a:v he chon,_

•;'4- C( i
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NOT KNOWN TO OTF 71 OR To C THE P1

DISCUSSED) IN CONSIDhRABUE DETAIL •N VOLUME II UNDER THE "OPERATIONS OF
CTF 17, OCTOBER 18TH".*

(:1) DANTER:

At 0500 the DARTER while still on the surface
contacted two northbound destroyers making seventeen knots. She attempted
to close but was unable to do so. However, she did send a contact reportto
the DACE which was to the north of her.** It is not known what Japanese
ships these were since japanese reports available to this analysis do not
mention this contact, but it seems likely that, if they were destroyers,
they belonged to the escort command, and, if not, they wer-1 escort vessels
smaller than destroyers. Except for the above the day was uneventful.

(2) DACE:

At 0535 the DACE having received the DARTER's
contact report above referred to and realizing that if the destroyers
continued on their northerly course she would be in an intercepting
position, prepared for this contact. However not having intercepted them by
0625 she decided that the destroyers "must have gone south so submerged on
station".*** She remained in her new general area throughout the remainder
of the day and operated submerged until 1925 when she surfaced.**** She made
no contacts or consequence.

(e) HMOK.•.HAD:

This submarine, which was conducting a routine prvtr,-i
in the SW approaches to Brunei Bay, had been operating well to the SW and
never nearer than fifty miles to Palau Kuraman Light, at the entrance to the
bay. At the commencement of this day (0000 October 20th) she was some 120
miles SW of the above light. A discussion of her reasons for assuming such
distant positions is contained in Volirne I. **

At 0242, while surfaced, the commanding officer made
iradar contact on a convoy which, ten minutes later, he determined were six
large cargo ships with three escorts. Although interfered with by the escorts
he succeeded in making two separate attacks duri g the next two hours during
which time he fired ten torpedoes, and claimed sinking three of the six cargo
ships. Actually he sank two cargo ships, one at 0338, the UGO LMAHU (3684 tone)
in Latitude 040 - 5?'N, Longitude 1130 - 24'E, the other at 0437, the OYO MAR1
(5458 tons) in Latitude 040 - 41i'N, Longitude 1130 - 22'E.A***

* Volume 11, battle for Leyte Gulf NavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Chapter II, Paragraph B(2)(f)(l), Approaches to bungo Juido
(ME6UGO, RONUIL, GABILAN).

** "• War Patrol Report DARTSR, Report of 4TH War Pa r ,I, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.
War Patrol Report DACE, Report of STH War Patrol, Se-iai 09,
November 6th, 1944.

S"', Deck Log DACE October 20Oth, 1944.
A*-* Volume II, Pattle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Chapter I, Operations of CTF 71, (HAMMERIEAD).
**•*** Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War Ii by United

States Sibmarinos, Februia'y 1947, Prepared oy the Joint Army-Navy

& Assessment Committee.
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Immediately upon completion of his attacks, and
having cleared the area in a northwesterly direction, the commanding officer
at 0623 submerged. At this time he decided that it would be wise to "make
a tour of the Luconia Shoals and let Brunei cool off for a day or two as I
figured it might get a little warm for any close patrolling".* He therefore,
in accordance with this decision, headed for the above shoals on course
345 0 (T) to pass to the eastward of the shoal with the intention of heading
back toward Brunei Bay the following day.* At 2035 he surfaced and at 2047
he changed course to 282°(T) to round the shoal counter clockwise to the
northward. At about 2231 ne received a dispatch from CTF 71 advising that
the GURNARD had also been assigned Areas D4 - D7 and that the HAMMERHEAD was
conducting reconnaissance off Brunei Bay.*,* At 2331 he reported to CTF 71
the details of his attack and announced that if permitted he would depart
the area on October 23rd and would refuel at Exmouth Gulf.*** At 2400 he was
due north of the shoal and therefore some 170 miles almost due west of
Brunei Bay.

ALTHOUGH BY TAKING SUCH RADICAL EVASIVE MEASURES
THE COMMANDING OFFICER HAMMERHEAD REKOVED HIMSELF FROM THE AREA IN WHICH HE
HAD BEEN OPERATING, HIS ACTION IN SO DOING APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SUBMARINE PRACTICE. HE WAS BUT FORTY MILES FRCO4 THE JAPANESE AIRFIELD
AT MIRI AND ABOUT 120 MILES PROM THE SEAPLAWE BASE AT LABUAN ISLAND.
CERTAINLY, HE COULD EXPECT IN THE MORNING 'THAT THE ENE4Y WOULD LAUNCH AN
AIR - SURFACE SEARCH AGAINST HIM AND WITH THE LIMITED DEPTHS OF WATER IN THE
AREA (AFRAGING ABOUT FIFTY FATHOMS) AND THE CLEARNESS OF THE WATER, HE WAS
FORCED BY THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCES TO LEAVE THAT IMMEDIATh ARuA.

BUT WAS HE CORRECT IN DEPARTING FROM THE SW
APPROACHES? WAS NOT HIS OBJECTIVE AS ASSIGNED BY DISPATCH THE COVERING OF THE
SW APPROACHES TO BRUNEI BAY**-* AND HAD HE N(YP BEEN WARNED IN HIS PATROL
ohkj~fizo THAI jAPAN&SE FLEET UNITS MOVING FROM SINGAPORE TO THE MANILA AREA,
WHERE THEY WERE EXPECTED TO ASSN4BLE, MIGHT USE BRUNEI BAY AS A FUELING
BASE?*-•*** COULD HE NOT HAVE ACCOMPLISHED HIS OB,.ECTIVE, AT LEAST TO A LESSER
DEGREE, BY DEPARTING TEMPORARILY THE ATTACK AREA ON A SOUTHWESTEFLY COURSE 30
THAT EVEN THOUGH HE WAS NOT "EFFECTIVELY COVERING" HE WAS NEVERTHELESS IN TJ1E
GENERAL SECTOR PRESCRIBED BY HIS BASIC DIRECTIVE? THEN ONCE HE FELT THAT HE
COULD RETURN TO HIS GENERAL OPERATING AREA HlE COULD STILL DO SO ANT) YET
RF14AIN WITHIN THE SW APPROACHES. IS IT NOT CLEAR THAT, IN SO DOING, THE
NEARER HE CLOSED BRUNEI THE MORE EFFECTIVELY HE WOULD COVER THE SW APPROACHEU
AND THE MORE NEAPd.Y HE WOULD ACCOMPLISH HIS OiWECTIVE?

War Patrol Report HA14ME'R1EAD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,
November 2nd, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 201301 October 1944 to 'TG 71.i (GrliNAR), HAr24E4H1AD).

S**- HAIMERHEAD Dispatch 201-431 October 1941t to CTF 71.
*• GTF 71 Dispatch 110504 October 1944 to CPG 71.1
* CTG 71.1 Operation Order No. 127-44 September 8th, 1944 to

HAMMERHKAD.
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It is of interest at this time to discuss the
effect that this torpedoing had on Japanese operations. Japanese reports
show that some time after 0338 the Commander FIRST Striking Force-who was lk

closing Brunei Bay (Diagram £) on course 130 0(T)-knew of this attack and
promptly issued instructions relative thereto." He was naturally quite
conceried for his two oilers-YUHO MARU and HAKKO MARU (Brunei Fueling
Group)-were about 2220 miles from the point of sinking where they could
arrive in about twenty-four hours. The loss of both of these oilers might
well have either forced a cancellation of the present penetration plans or
caused a serious modification therein. He therefore directed (a) at 1112
that the surface escort of the fueling groups was to be reinforced by two
destroyers** which destroyers (ASAGJMO and YAMAGUMO) at 1150 departed Brunei
Bay on this mission, (b) at 1300 the cruisers YAHAI and NOSHIRO to provide
one plane each for antiaub~arine protection of this group,*"* and (c) at
1425 COMCRUDIV SEWEN to make a sweep attack against the Allied submarines
employing night radar equipped aircraft.**** Apparently the Brunei Fueling
Group was not being given antisubmarine coverage by the three planes based
at Miri fcr the reports of this detachment show no coverage of this group
on this day.***** The actions of Commander FIRST Striking Force, as
commented cn above, are discussed more fully under "Operations of Commander
FIRST Striking Force, October 20th, 1944".

(f) TANTIVY:

The TANTIVY, which was on patrol in Area F7
(Makascar Strait) south of Latitude 020 - OOS, was at 0000 off Kabala
Island.

At 0116 she headed for Bonthain Roads at the southern

end of Celebes Island. Although it is not known whether she operated on the

surface or submerged, the distance covered from 0116 to 2400 (about 240

j * Infra., Chapter II, (A)(1)(a), Operations of Commander ].ST Striking
Force October 20th, 1944.
Commander IST Striking Force Visual. Dispatch 201112 October 1944 to
CaKDESRON 10 (IST Striking Force SpSigOrd No. 140), War Diary DESRON
10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*** Commander IST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201300 October 1944 to

YAHAGI, NOSH TRO (L1ST Striking Force SpSigOrd No. 141), October 16th-
28th, 1944, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operations,
October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

5*** CoiCmmander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201T.h25 October 1944 to
CCOMCRUDIV 7, Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SHO
Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA
11839.

*-* Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group (Miri Detachment), October
1944, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.
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miles) would indicate that she was largely on the surface. She made no
contacts .*

At 2400 she was bearing 250 0 (T), distant forty
miles from the entrance to the Roads.

(g) STOIC:

This submarine continued patrolling the Java Sea in
Area E5. Sometime during the late afternoon the commanding officer likely
received a dispatch from CTG 71.1 advising him thet (a) since the ZWAARDVISCH
had departed Area E8 that area was also available to him, and (b) the
TANTALUS would transit the area about October 23rd-ti?! day of the scheduled
departure of the STOIC.** It is not known whether the STOIC operated on the
surface during darkness and submerged during daylight, but it is presumed
she conducted a normal patrol.

(h) GURNARD:

The GURNARD, which was headed on the surface for
patrol Areas D4 - D7 where among other duties she was to mine a designated

area in the vicinity of Point Datoe, SW Borneo at 0123 made radar contact on
Pengiki Island.*** This established her navigational position. At 0842,
having recently sighted several native sailboats which she had avoided, her
commanding officer subtnerged to avoid radar contact. He continued on
submerged, and at 1400 entered patrol Area D4.*** He then at 1943 surfaced
and headed for the traffic route off Point Datoe. He made no contacts of
consequence throughout the day. At about 2231 he received a dispatch from
CTF 71 advising both the HAMMERHEAD and GURNARD that the GURNARD would be
operating in Patrol Areas D4 - D7 and that the HAM4ERHEAD was conducting
reconnaissance off Brunei Bay.**-** At 2400 he was about twelve miles north-
west of Soebi IKetjil.**

(i) BATFISH:

This submarine was in the Banda .05a where, prior to
midnight, she had been unsuccessfully attacking a "Q" ship accompanied by
two small escorts. Although she had fired six torpedoes, all had missed.A-f
At 0136, having a fine solution of the firing problem, the commanding officer

* War Patrol Report TANTIVY, Report of 7TH War Patrol, No Serial,
November 4th, 1944.
CTG 71.1 Dispatch 200256 October 1944 to TG 71.1, 71.7, Z4.L/2.

*** War Patrol Report GURNARD, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 030,
November 17th, 1944.

*t-W3 CTF 71 Dispatch 201301 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (GURNARD, HAMMERHEAD).
S*•* War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 057,

December 1st, 1944.
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fired one additional torpedo, which also missed. As the target took
evasive action, he was unable to fire more torpedoes. At 0641 he decided
to employ his deck gun as his torpedo results had been unsatisfactory, and
therefore commenced closing the eney• However, before he could open fire
the "Q" ship and the escorts turned toward him and opened fire so effectively
that at 0720 he submerged.* He then underwent a depth charge attack which,
while close, was ineffective. He remained submerged until 1435 at which
time he surfaced and headed through the Flores Sea toward his patrol station
in Area A8.

(J) STORK:

The STORM at 0400 arrived in her assigned patrol
area (G7). She appears to have chosen first that portion of G7 which
embraced the Gulf of Boni. This patrol station had not been occupied since
the departure of the STURDY three days earlier. She did not remain in this
vicinity very long for, having been bombed by aircraft, her position was
known to the enemy and her commanding officer decided to move southward and
patrol off the southern point of Saleier Island which was also in Area G7.
No contacts of importance were recorded for this day.**

(k) TANTALUS:

The TANTALUS was south of the NEI barrier and con-
tinued toward Lombok Strait en route her patrol station, likely in Area
El.*-K* Her records are not available, but it is presumed that she proceeded
generally on the surface conducting training exercises, as did other
submarines in this area.

(1) MUSKALLUNGE:

The MUSKALLUNGE was off western Australia**A en
route Area A6 via Darwin. She sighted friendly submarines which were not
named. Although she did not so state, it is presumed she operated generally
on the surface conducting training exercises.*"*-

(m) GROWLER, HAKE and HARDHEAD:

These three submarines comprised a coordinated attack
group (wolf pack) under the command of the Commanding Officer GROWLER. The
Gr(IqFLR and HAKE departed at 1400 for their patrol Area A4 off Mindoro

* War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 057,I December 1st, 1944.
War Patrol Report STORM, Report of 1ST War Patrol, C(2MSUBS7T1IFLT

War Diary, Serial 00355, December 11th, 1944.
•**- ~ CTF 71 War Diary, October 20ta, 1944.
l **-* War Patrol Report MISKALLUNGE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial

038, December 14th, i944.
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Island.* They were directed to proceed via Eacouth Gulf, Lombok and
Makassar Straits, Sibutu Passage, the Sulu Sea and Mindoro Strait.**
The HARDHEAD, which would not be ready for sea until the following day,
remained at Fremantle.*** All of these submarines after departing Exmouth
Galf were to proceed independently.

(n) RATON:

This submarine, en route to Mios Woendi for reload,
cleared Mindoro Strait at 0418 and entered the Sulu Sea on .Kutherly
courses.*-** During the day, while transiting the above sea, she exchanged
recognition signals with the LAPON, BREAM and GUITARRO. She remained on
the surface during daylight and darkness and made no important contacts.****

(o) Lifeguard Submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON and
PADDLE).

(1) The BONEFISH, which on the previous day had
received an extension of lifeguard duties to sunset on this day, was re-
suming her station off Cape Bolinao, Luzon, after retiring to the northward
during the night. She arrived on station at 0900 and commenced a figure
eighL patrol on the surface. She sighted numerous planes during the day
which forced her to submer~s for short intervals.***** At sunset, having
received no lifeguard calls and having completed her patrol, the commanding
officer set a northerly course for the CONVOY COLLEGE Safety Lane. At 0900
on the following morning he was to report to CTF 17 for return routing to
Pearl Harbor.****-"* While awaiting orders from OTF 17 he was to remain
west of Longitude 1220 - OO'E.*4****** At 1955 he sighted a steady red light
which was later identified as a hospital ship. No important contacts were
made. *** **

(2) The COD, off Subic Bay, was also patrolling to
conform to lifeguard duties which would expire at sunset on this day. She
patrolled on the surface during daylight hours, but due to numerous aircraft
contacts, was forced to submerge for short intervals. At sunset, having

* War Patrol Report HAKE, Re, et Jf 7TH Jar Patrol, Serial 0149,
No Date, but likely Decembe1 1V44; also CTF 71 Dispatch 200908,
October 194" to NOIC Fremantle.
CTG 71.1 Dispatch 201313 October 1944 to TG 71.1, 71.7, Z4L/2.
War Patrol Report HARDHEAD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,
becember 5th, 1944.
War Patrol Report RATON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,
December 1st, 1944; also Deck Log RATON, October 20th, 1944.
Deck Log BONEFISH, October 20th, 1944.

t***** GCTF 71 Diapatcb 191121 October 1944 to BONEFISH.
N*fr** CTF 71 Dispatch )51014 October 1944 to CTG 71.1.
•**f** Wsr P.•atrol Report BONEFIS.H, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,

December 8th, 1944.
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CTF 71
October 20th

received no lifeguard c t~l i her commanding officer tarminated his -ife-
guaird duties and headed northward toward patrol Area A2, off west central
Luzon,* where he had been directed to patrol until October 26th.** Except
for a possible sound contact and periscope sighting, no contacts of
importance were made during the day.**W This contact was apparently false
as no enemy or friendly submarines were known to be in the vicinity.

(3) The LAPON patrolled her station north of
Quiniluban Island. She was performing lifeguard duties which expired at
sunset.**** At 0430 while on the surface she contacted the BATON which was
returning to Mios Woendi. At 0615 she bubmerged for the day and remained
submerged until 1933 when she surfaced. Having received no lifeguard calls,
her commanding officer now considered his lifeguard duty completed. He
therefore, also having completed his entire patrol, at 2033 set course for
Sibutu Passage en route to Fremantle,**

(4) The PADDLE on this day was performing two tasks,
(a) during the day, lifeguard duties off Balikpapan, and (b) during the
night a patrol across Makassar Strait to the northeastward of her lifeguard
station.****-"- At 0512 having arrived at her lifeguard station from her
patrol across the strait, her commanding officer commenced circling on
station on the surface about fifty miles east of Balikpapan. At 1430,
having received no indication of air strikes, ne commenced his patrol to
the eastward. At 1655 he destroyed a floating mine. At 1945 he received
a dispatch which (a) confirmed his opinion that there had been little if any
air activity over Balikpapan that day, (b) advised him that (1) air strikes
were planned for October 23rd and 27th, (2) he would be ordered home as soon
as possible after the 27th, and (c) directed him, when not lifeguarding, to
conduct his patrol between Cape Mangkalihat and North Watcher Islard.**f***
He therefore headed for this patrol station.-**** While he was away on this
patrol there was an air strike at 2330 on Balikpapan by one B-24 from the
THIRTEENTH Air Force.**

(p) Submarines Retiring from the area.

Submarines retiring from the area, in addition to
those discussed above, were BAYA, CAVALLA, HOE, SEA ROVER, SPITEFUL,
TEDIACHUS, STURDY and ZWAARDVISCH. These submarines, since they were beyond

Deck Log COD October 20th, 1944.$ G`TF 71 Dispatch 191016 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (COD).
*4* War Patrol Report COD, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 06,

November 2Otn, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 190924 October 1944 to IT( 7i.1 (LAPON).

S *f-** War Patrol Report LAPON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial 044,

October 311t, 19144.
War Patrol Report PADDLE, Report of 6TH Wer Patrol, Serial 018,
Novenmbei ',a•t, 1944.

S*•*il NTF o'e Disbe tch -1)O124 October l.94I, to CTG 71.1 (PADDLE).
C.G. 13TH Air Fzrc- Di;psteh 221153/1 October 1944 to CAAY S4(MESPAC.
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CTF 72 and

CQNPTTIFCAAF SOV&SPACO
October 20th

the NEI barrier, are, for the purpose of this analysis, considered as no
longer participating in the KING II operations.

(2) Operations of CTF 72 (Submarines, East Australia),
October 20th.

As stated in Volumes I* and II**, and since the submarines
NAUTILUS, NARWHAL and CERO, which operated in SOWESPAC north of the NEI
barrier islands, were engaged in special missions only, the operations of
these submarines will be omitted from this analysis.

(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC, October 20th.

At 0655 CAAF SOWESPAC, aboard the NASHVILLE, arrived in Leyte Gulf.
At 1247 he went ashore at the northern beachhead with COMSOWESPAC to observe
the progress of the operations. He returned aboard tue NASHVILLE with the
observing party at 1600.*** Meanwhile, the operations of his aircroft in
support of KING II were controlled from his headquarters at Hollandia.

(a) Operations of' C.G. FIFTH Air Force, October 20th.

At 0438 C.G. FIFTH Air Force in his headquarters at Biak (Owi)
received a directive from COM[SOWESPAC to verify by photo interpretation the
report contained in his 1651/I of the 19th wherein he had reported that a
Darwin reconnaissance plane had sighted at 1240 on the previous day at Pare
Pare (Celebes) "1Lt.•een large naval vessels and numerous smaller".**** As
a result of thi, he give instructions to the HAAF to comply.

Meanwhile having assigned among other tasks the following to his
subordinate commanders he awaited the results:*-**N

(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command:

(a) Strike Davao headquarters area using eight squadrons of
B-24' 1.

(b) Ferret Moro Gulf night October 19th/2Oth using two B-24's.

(c) Conduct sea searches in Philippines area night October
19th/2Oth using two B-24's.

* Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953, OperationF of CTF 72.

** Volume U1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Operations of CTF 72, October 17th.

*** War Diary NASHVILLF, October 20th, 1944.
***• C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 191651/I October 1944 to COM7THFLT, CA-AF

S0•C•PAC, etc.
-****i Headquarters 5Th Ai,. Force F. agmentary Field Onler No. 294,

October 20th, 19".
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C.G. FIFTH Air Force
SC61I.Vfmrnrn-In October 2)th

(d) Reconnoiter Sarangani Bay area (southern Mindariao) night
October l9th/20th using one P-24.

(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing, October 20th.

(a) Conduct armed reconnaissance of Mindanao using one
squadron of P-38's.

(b) Strike Cebu airdrome usixr one squadron B-25's.

(c) Strikl San Jose, Fabrica and Bacolod airdromes using one
squadron of P- 47 1s.

(3) Commanrdirg Officer NINETY-FIRST Photo Reconnaissance Wing.

(a) Photo-reconnoiter northern Minda•to, Dawa• Area, Jolo
and Tawi Tawi Islands.

(b) Map Mindoro and Luzon.

(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN)

(a) Carry out Search Plan FOX using ten PB4Y's.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE ACTION VERB "FERRET" IN THE SECOND TASK
ABOVE IS QUESTIONABLE. THIS IS BECAUSE THE USE OF THE WORD IS UNUSUAL AID
REQUIRES INTERPrETATION. IT APPEARS TO HAVE MEANT THEN (1944) WHAT IT MEANS
TODAY (1957), "THE DETECTION, LOCATION, RECORDING AND ANALYZING OF ELECTRO-
MAGNETIC RADIATION";* I.E., "ELECTRONICS RECONNAISSANCE",** ALTHOUGH IN 1944
IT HAD AN ADDITIONAL CONNOTATION; I.E., "ELECTRONIC COUNTERMEASURES". HOW-
EVER, BASED ON INTERROGATION OF NUMEROUS AVIATORS BOTH NAVAL AND AIR FORCE,
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DOUDT THAT UNITS IN OTHER THEATERS WERE FAMILIAR WITH
IT AND, SINCE COMMANDS FROM OTHER THEATERS WERE OPERATING IN THE AREA, THERE
COULD HAVE BEEN, AND OFTEN WERE, MISUNDERSTANDINGS. PERHAPS, FROM BASIC
ORDERS, PAST EXPERIENCE •AND ORAL DISCUSSION, IT WAS GFNALLY UNDERSTOOD
WITHIN AAF SOF.9PAC, AND EVEN WITH ALL COIMMANDS IN SOiESPAC AS WELL.+*

IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF WORDS OF THIS NATURE, CTF 79, WHO
HAD BEEN TEMPORA.RILn ASSIGNFD TO THE SEVENTHFLT FOR THIS OPERATION FROM THE
THIRDFLT (OF 'lE PACIFIC r-=ET), STATED:

* Dictionary of United States Military Temins for Joint Usage, Hay 1955,
Department of the Army Regulations (AR-320-1), Department of the Navy
Publication (OPNAVIN5T 3020.IA), Department, of the Atr Force Pamphlet
(APP 5-1-1),

SLetter from Research Studies Institute, Air University, Maxwell AFB,
Alabama to Colonel R.C. Kugel, USAF, Senior Air Force Advisor, Naval
War Coilegc, dated December 7th, 1955.
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AL C.G. FIFTH Air Force
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"F-XPRESSIONS OF AIR INTENT WERE DIFFICULT TO INTE•iRIPRET BECAUSE
OF TERMINOLOGY WHICH WAS MEANINGLESS TO THIS C•4kMAND. THE ABOVE DFFICIENCIEJ

IN INFORMATION (REFLRRING TO OTHER MATTERS AS WETL) WERE NOT CRITICAL BUT
MIGHT HAVE BECOME SO IF CTF 79, 1N HIS CAPACITY AS SECOND IN CCMAND, HAI
BEEN REQUIRED TO ASSUME CCMMAND IN THE EVENT OF CASUALTY TO CTF 77. FOR
FUTURE OPERATIONS IN SOWESPAC IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THIS CC*MMAND BE ASSIGNED
AN EXPERIENCED LIAISON OFFICER FRC1M THE ALLIED AIR FORCES."*

THIS BRINGS FORTH THE FUNDAMENTAL FACT THAT AN ORDER MUST &' SO
WRITTEN THAT IT WILL BE UNDERSTOOD (A) WITHOUT QUESTION BY AiLL THOSE WHO
RECEIVE IT, AND (B) WITHOUT THE NECESSITY FOR FEMPLOYING A DICTIONARY.

IT IS THE CCtMANDER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO S7T FORTH CLEARLY THE
TASKS TO BE ACCOWPLISHED BY EACH SUBDIVISION OF HIS' FoRCE. IN SO DOING HE
SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT A DIRECTIVE WILL, BEST CONVEY HIS WILL AND INTENT AND
WILL BE MOST EASILY UNDERSTOOD BY HIS SUBORDINATES IF IT IS CL"A3, BRIEF AND
POSITIVE. WHILE THE SECOND TASK WAS BRIEF LiV, POSITIVE, THERE IS; CONSIDER•-
ABLE DOUBT AS TO ITS CLARITY OUTSIDE THE AAF SOWESPAC.

IN THIS CONNECTION, IT SHOULD BE EZ4PHASIZEk THAT IF MISUNDER-
STANDINGS ARISE ON TTH1 PART OF TRAINED SUBORDINATES THE CHIEF FAULT OFTEN
LIES WITH THE C()4MANDER WHO ISSUED ThE DIRECriVE. "AN ORDER WHICH CAN BHE
MISUNDERSTOOD WILL BE MISUNDERSTOOD%.** IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE
DICTIONARY OF UNITED STATES MILITARY TERMS FOR JOINT USAGE WAS CCGPILED. **
IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE PRINCIPAL MILITARY TERMS; THEREIN DEFINED WILL LE
WELL KNOWN TO ALL SERVICES.

Action Reports**-* indicate that the above tasks were carried out except
that the 8-25 squadron attacked Negros instead of Cebu, probably because of
the paucity of suitable targets remaining on Cebu, as confirmed by the fight•r
sweeps and attacks by TG's 38.1, 38.h and 77.4 over the western Visayas this
date. No air activity of any consequence on the part of the enemy was en-
countered; good ground targets were very sparse. Likewise, the sea searches
were equally negative.*MP** There was no indication that the enemy, at
least for the time beirg, would oppose the Leyte caicaign front the southern
flank or rear of the objective area; his airfields had either been abandoned
or neutralized and no reinforcement shipping or naval tas-k units had been
observed.

* Action Report CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, ;erlal 00323, November 13th,

1944.
"** Sound Military Decision, Naval War College, 1942, Page 1816.
*f Dictionary of United States Military Tetrms for Joint inage, May l95',

Department of the Army Regulations (AR 320-I ), Department of the Navy

Publication (OPNAVINST 3020.IA), DLepartwint of the Air Force Pi'-8iiClot

(AFP 5-1i-).
*4-1- 'ffTH Air Force Weeily Intelligence Review, No. 47, October lgth - 21st,

t-*t* Reconnaissance, GHQ SOWLEPAC, October 0th, [94-4. prepaircd by
Military Intelligence Section, GenerAl .-;taff.
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CTF 73
OcLober 20th

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force, SEVENTH Fleet)
October 2Oth.*

CTF 73 in his flagship CURRITUCK escorted by HMAS HAWKFSBURY,,
continued en route to Morotai. It will be recalled from Volume II that he
was en route from Manus to Morotai Island to deliver to the TANGIER at
Morotai Iland, aviation spares, supplies and personnel. From his flagship
lhe was operating generally under CALF SOWESPAC but maintained administrative
control over his land and tender based- aircraft.**

Meanwhile (a) CTG 73.4 (Commander Search and Support Group),
under the operational control of C.G. FIFTH Air Force,*** continued (1)
flying Search Plan FOX (Plate XIV) which had been inaugurated on the previous
day, employing the PB4Y's of VPB 101 and 115 and PV's of VPB 146, and (2)
making strikes against targets in Northern Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago
employing PV-l's of VP 146 also under the operational control of C.G. FIFTH
Air Force,**** and (b) CTG 73.2 (Commander Striking and Rescue Group) (1)
flying night searches over the Sulu Sea employing the PBY' s of VPB 29*)***
and covering Sectorm ONE, TWO, THREE of Search Plan FOX to 700 miles *
and (2) flying air sea rescue missions employing PBY's of VPB 11 for the
FIFTH Air Force strikes against Mindanac and the Western Visayas, providing
antisubmarine patrols in the Morotai area and providing cover for the fighter
sweeps oe Moro Gulf.*******

No enemy shipping of any consequence was found as a result of the
above :learches. However (a) one enemy land attack plane, apparently on a
search mi sion, was shot down at 1100 off Catanduanes Island in Latitude
130 - 362N, Longitude 1240 - 15'E,*****I** (b) another was destroyed at 140O
over Iwawig Airfield (Puerto Princesa) on the central east coast of
Palawan,***i•**** and (c) eight enemW army type fighters were attacked on the
ground at Dumaguete A',field on the southeastern tip of Negros, of which four

* war Diaries CURRITUi4, Vii, I!, 29, 146, October 20th, 1944, Air-
craft Action Report No. 32, October 20th, 1944 forwarded by VPB
10), Serial 0107, December 23rd, 1944; Aircraft Action Report
Nos. 73, 74, 75, October 20th, 1944, forwarded by VPB 115, Serial
0193, November 5th, 1944.
Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force 7TH Fleet) October
19th, 1944+.
War Diary COMAIR7THFLT, October 20th, 1944.
War Diary VPB 146, October 2Oth, 1944.
War Diary VP? 29, October 20th, 1944.

* CTF 73 Dispatch 180900 October 1944 to CTG1s 73.2 and 73.4.
"*** War Diary V1ib I, October 410th, 1944.

~*~*•- Aircraft Action Report No. 32, October 2)th, 1944, forwarded by
VPB 101, Serial 0197, December 23rd, 1944.

,-*•*-*• Aircraft Action Report No. 73, October 20th, 194", forward.ed by
VP3 115, Serial 0193, November 5th, 1944.
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were claimed destroyed and four severely damaged.-* The above attacks were
all made by PB4Y search planes from Morotai, the primary mission of which
was to conduct long-range daylight searches in accordance with Search PlanS~FOX.

No Japanese information on the above strikes is available to this
study.

THE ABOVE ACTION OF THE PLANE COMMANDERS OF THE PB4Y'S WAS
SIMILAR TO THAT (A) OF THE PILOTS FR(K TG'S 38.1 AND 38.2 WHO DEVIATED FRC1
THEIR SEARCH MISSIONS ON OCTOBER 16TH TO ATTACK EX•f AIRCRAFT,** AND (B)
OF THE PLANE CCMMANDERS OF TF 73 WHO DEVIATED FROM SEARCH PLAN FOX ON OCTOBER
19TH TO ATTACK ENEMY SHIPPING AND AIRCRAFT.** SINCE, IN THE ABOVE CASE,
SUCH ACTION WAS CONTRARY TO THE DOCTRINES OF THE DAY**** (IT IS ALSO CONTRARY
TO THE DOCTRINES OF TODAY (1957)),***** THE WISDCO OF SUCH CONDUCT WAS
SERIOUSLY QUESTIONED XN VOLUH.Sj I AND II.

THEIR CONDUCT WAS A Mk3KED DEVIATION FROM THEIR BASIC INSTRUCTIOIN
WHICH HAD BEEN ISSUED JUST FIVE DAY"' EARLIER BY CTF 73 WHICH STATED IN THIS
CONNECTION:

"THE PRIMARY MISSION OF SEARCH PLANES IS LOCATING AND RE.PORTING
ENE)Y SURFACE FORCES AND AIRCRAFT, 'OWEVER, DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY TARGETS
WITHIN THE CAPABILITY OF THE SNARCk PLANE IS DESIRABLE IF IT DOES NOT INTER-
FERE WITH THE PRIMARY MISSION. DUP. IG PERIODS EITHER PRECEDINiG OR DURING
CERTAIN PHASES OF AN OPERATION, I*• ;ZMATION, EVEN NEGATIVE INFORMATION, IS
ESSENTIAL. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN SUCH A PERYT"D OF OPFAATIOW Iq ANNOUNCED, SEARCH
PIANES WILL AVOID ACTION WITH NQXY SURFACE OR AIR FORCES UNLESS THZ ENEHY
FORCE IS IN POSITION TO HARM OUR OWN SURFACE FORCES AND ?ULL C04TACT AND
AMPLIFYING REPORTS HAVE BEEN SENT kND HAVE BEEN RECEIPTED FOR".*

* Aircraft Action Report No. 75, October 20th, 1944, forwarded by
VPB 115, Serial 0193, November 5t.h, 1944.
Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953, Operations of CTG'a 38.2 and 38.3, October 16th, 1944.
Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPern 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Operations of CTF 73, October 19th, 1944.

*** Tactical Operational Instructions Carrier Aircraft (USF 7?), 1948,
Paragraph 307; Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet
Aircraft (USF 74B), Volume I, Carrier Aircraft, prepared by Cotmiander
Air Force, Pacific Fleet, U.S. Fleet, Headquarters of the Commander�
in-Chief, November 19", Paragriph 2133; Current Tactical Orders
and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet Aircraft, (USF 73 Revised), Volume III,
Patrol Aircraft, prepared by Counander Aircraft Scouting Force,
February 1942, Paragraph 8-102.

**mom Naval Air Operating Procedures (NWP 41), Department of the Navy,
Office of the Ch e¢ of Naval Oper&tions, 1954, Section 372.

-**-* C/7THFLT i.tr "Special Instructions for Search Planes - Aircraft
EVENTH Fleet", Serial 000167, October 15th, 1944, Paragraph 1.
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CTF 73
October 20th

IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE SUBSTANCE AND INTENT OF THE FOREGOING
HAD !NOT REACHED THE LEVEL OF THE PLANE COMMANDER BY THIS DATE, BUT IT SEEKS
MOST PROBABLE THAT CTF 73'S DISPATCH INSTRUCTICNS THEREON TO CTGS 73.2
(STRIKE AND RESCUE GROUP) AND 73.4 (SEARCH AND SUPPORT GROUP) HAD REACHED
THESE "110 C0MiANDERS. THIS DISPATCH INCLUDED T FC.•,TO,,INIf: "PRIMARY
MISSION IS SEARCH WITH ATTACK SECONDARY."* HEREIN WAS THE PRIMARY ROLE
FX)PHASIZED WITH UNMISTAKABLE CLARITY.

SINCE A PLOT OF THE CONTACTS REPORTED ON THIS DATE, I.E.,
CATANDUANES ISLAND, PALAWAN AND NEGROS, SHOWS THAT HAD THE PLANES MAKING
THESE ATTACKS BEEN SHOT DOIN THE SEARCHES WOULD HAVT BERN SERIOUSLY INTER-
FERRED WITH, IT SEE4S COPRRECT TO SAY THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE PLANE Ca1MANDFRS
IN MAKING THE ATTACKS DID NOT SUPPORT THE OBJECTIVE OF THE SEARCHES. THIS
WAS PARTICULARLY SO ON THIS DAY (OCTOBER 2(Y0H) FOR THE ALLIED LANDINGS ON
LEYTE WERE OCCURRING AND INFO14ATION OF JAPANESE REACTION, IF ANY, WAS OF
PRIMARY IMPORTANCE.

HOWEVER THE PLANE COMMANDERS WERE NOT ENTIRELY AT FAULT. THIS
SEE4S SO FOR THE UNIT WAR DIARIES, ACTION REPORTS AND HISTORY (COMMANDER
FLEET AIR WING SEVENTEEN), AND PARTICULARLY THE LATTER, LIST THE SUCCESSES
OF THEIR SEARCH AIRCRAFT IN THESE ECCENTRIC OPERATIONS. IT CAN THEREFORE
BE ASSUMED THAT SUCH OPERATIONS WERE NOT ONLY CONDONED, BUT EN4COURAGED BY
THE SQUADRON AND TASK UNIT OMMMANDERS. WHY THIS WAS SO IS NOT CLEAR, BUT
IT MAI HAVE BEEN DUE TO THE BELIEF, MENTIONED REFEATEDLY IN THIS ANALYSIS,
THAT NO MAJOR ELE24ENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE
PRESENT OPERATIONS. HOWEVER, WHETHER OR NOT THIS WAS SO IS NOT IMPORTANT.
WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THE FACT THAT THE ORDERS AS PRESENTLY WRITTEN WERE
BEING INTERPRETED SO BROADLY AS TO TEND TO MAKE THEM INEFFECTIVE. IN SUCH
CASE THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN MODIFIED OR CANCELLED. IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL
MILITARY TENET THAT A LAWFUL ORDER MUST BE OEEY-ED. FAILURE TO DO SO CAN BE
EXPECTED TO LEAD EVENTUALLY TO A HAPHAZARD AND FREQUENT DISREGARD OF ORDERS.
THIS LEADS TO THE FURTHER CONCLUSION THLAT A COMMANDER SHOULD NOT ISSUE AN
ORDER WHICH HE DOES NOT EvPECT TO Mi OBETED.

At 2400 the CURPJ'ICY was bearing 1100(T), distant 730 miles
from Morotai Island.

* CTF 73 Dispatch 1809300 October 191+ to CTG's '73.3 and 73.4, info
CýG. 5TH Air Force, CAAF SO'FPAC, CTF's '77, 71 and 72.
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CIVCPAC-CI1CP0A and
CG(THIMDFLT
October 20th

(B) Operations of CINCPAC-CINCPOA, October 2Dth.

On0 this day CIICPOA mads an eetimato* which indicated that the following
Japanese ships were operational and were distributed as follows:

BB CV LB/CV CYL CVE CA CL DD)

hopir•-Forsoca 3 6 2 5 3 4 7 20

Singapore 4 1 11 2 20
to

3
This estimate was incorrect. Actually the distribution of the Japanese

surface forces at this time we:

S CVII.CV BI~c CVL CYR CA DD

,,pire-Formoa 4 2 5 2 2 8 30

Brurzi 7 12 3 20

Tt will be noted that this estimate listed:

(a) in the 9apire-Formosa area a number of ships which were not in-
cluded in the sortie orders for the Main Force and the SECOND Striking
Force. The Main Force to sortie this day consisted of one C•, threo CVL' s,
two BB/XCVEs, three CL'sa, eight DD's; the SECOND Striking Force an route
Hako consisted of two CA's, one CL, seven DDes,

(b) in the Sinmgapore area the units of the FIRST Striking Force. These
units were not in this area but were instead fast approaching Brunei, having
sortied Lingga-Singapore two days earLier. This indicates clearly that
CI.CPOA Intelligence had not as yet discovered ',hat this force had sortied
from Lingga-31ngapore.

(1) Western Pacific Task Forces, October 20th.

(a) Operations of C(MTHIRDLT.

On October 2Dtb C(MTHIIWFLT, in the NO J•SET wita TG 38.2,
employed TG's 38.1 and 38.4 in the vicinity of Latitude 110 - 301',
Longitude 1260 - 30'B, to provide support to the Leyte landings and to
imutra•Lise enmy airfields in northern Mindanao and the western Visayas
(Plate IV) while TG's 38.2 and 38.3 operated in a coverixg position in the

vicinity of Latitude 150 - O0'N, Longitude 127c - O0'E..*

* Operations in the Pacific Ocean Areas October 1944, CIMCPAC-CINCPOA,

May 31st, 1945, Pase 55.
** C(13HDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1, 38,2,

38.3 and 38.4.
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CCcTHIRDFLT
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At 0417 he received his first contact report of the day from
OCOMAVG(W.HINA of five large unidentified ships in Latitude 180 - 421M,
Longitude 1130 - 15'E, course East, speed thirteen knots* (Plate III,
Contact 3).

At 0420 he received a weather forecast frcm C(CXMVEWHFLT which
indicated that a probable depression was moving west out of the central
Philippines into the South China Sea and that generally favorable flying
conditious, except for scattered showers in the afternoon, were expected
over Leyte, KMndanao, Luzon and the Visayas.**

At 0558 he r'ceived a report repeated by CCGSUBPAC*** of the
TRIGGER's contact, which he had already received at about 1645 the previouw
day (Contact 2), on four heavy cruisers and five destroyers rortheast of
Formosa. This was on the SECOND Striking Forc. en route from Amadm 0 Shima
to Mako the composition of which was actually two heavy cruisers, one light
cruiser and six destroyers.

At 0653 he received a disappointing dispatch from CUMNAVGRPCHIMA
to the effect that the FOURTMMH Air Force search planes theia in the air
over the South China Sea were making their coverage 200 miles short and that
the next flight, scheduled for daylight October 20th, had been cancelled due
to a temporary fuel shortage.**II This situation had developed at an in-
opportune time because CO(THIRDFLT was depending on these aircraft to (a)
provide him further information on the enemy task force of one carrier, two
cruisers and three destroyers which had reportedly been sighted at 1403
the previous day in Latitude 180 - OO'N, Longitude 1120 - 1l'B, course
3300(T), speed twenty-five knots,* 4 ** and (b) advise him in the event the
other enemy task force of four cruisers and five destroyers, i.e., TR14K
contact****-** reported above, might head south into the South China Sea in
an attempt to penetrate to the Leyte area from the west, perhaps as a
"Tokyo Express" operation.

It will be recalled that at 22-29 on the previous evening he had
decided to keep TF 38 intact mainly as a result of these two enemy contacts
but also as a result of the BREAM contact in Makassar Strait at 0300 October
18th,****** and had cancelled orders for certain groupu to retire to Manus

* CCHNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191716 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info
COSUBPAC.
CCP47THFLT Dispatch 191559 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RDFLT.
COKSUBPAC Dispatch 191826 October 1944 to all submarines, 3RDFLT.

4 CCKIA7GRPCHINA Dispatch 3.91729 October 1944- to CI43RDFLT, info
CCHSOMPAC, CWT7TIMLT, etc.
CIMCPAC Dispatch 190Y26 October 1914. to CXU3RDFLT, CCI4THFLT,
C(4SMIESPAC, etc. (Re-encypherment of CCUKAVGRPCHIMA Dispatch
19O556 October 1944).

STRIGGkýR Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to COXJBPAC, info
O0K3RDFLT.

-'=--='• CTF 71 Dispatch 172248 October 1944 to C.X3RDFLT.
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and Ulithi for replenishment and repairp.* He would now bave to rely
entiruly on Allied submarines to provide him information on enemy movemnts
through the South China Sea, except for that area covered by FIFTH Air Force
daylight searches from Morotai.

At 0805 he received, as an information addressee, CINCPOAf *
reply to C.G. FOURtTEWTH Air Force' s query forwarded by C04NAVGRPCHIK& as to
how much longer he would be required to conduct searches over the South
China Sea.** In this reply CIJCPOA stated that he (a) was Unable to estimate
the duration of the searches required, and (b) considered that they should
be maintained until COISOWESPAC considered then no longer necessary.***
Since CINCPOA' 5 reply embraced, in general, the substance of his
(COrHIRDFLT' s) opinion cn this matter as forwarded to CINCPOA, he was
probably pleased at this reply, as the nature of the Japanese reaction to the
Allied landings scheduled for this day wi not as yet apparent.

At 0816 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
wherein CTF 77 requested that C1G 38.1 the senior task group commander and
OTC of the two groups (TG's 38.1 and 38•4) scheduled to provide direct
support to the Leyte landings this day, also launch fighter sweeps against
enmy airfields on northern Mindanao north of Latitude 080 - 456N and the
western Visayas.**U* Since he took no action himself, he apparently
considered this request appropriate and felt confident that CTG 38.1 would
ccoply.

At 0903 he advised CTG 30.7 (Comminder Hunter Killer Group) that
(a) a submarine sighting on October 19th and a direction finder report. on
October 18th indicated that there was a possibility that at least three
submarines were approaching CTG 30.3 from the north and (b) these sutxawrines
could be in his (CTG 30.71s) inuediate vicinity on this day (October 20th).
He then directed CTG 30.7 to get then if they came near.* *

This dispatch shows how closely C14THIRDFLT was maintaining
his running estimat.3 of the situation. Actually aL this time (October 20th)
there were four enemy subar:ines (1-26, 45 54 and 56) closing this area.

At 0927, because he felt that the CCM!'ENS could now be used to
better advantage to augment the other carriers of TG 38.1 which were getting
low on bombs, he issued instructions to CTG 30.3 to detach the COWPMS and

* �CCM43RDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 194 to CTF 23, CTG's 38.1, 38.2,
'38.3 and 38.4.
CCKNAVGRPCINA Dispatch 190441 October 1944 to CINCPOA (Readdressed
as 190856 by CINCPOA for action to CGI3RDFLT, info CTF 38,
CO4SOWSPAC).

*e* C1NCP&C Dispatch 1919U4 October 1944 to CCM"LAVGLPCHINA, info CC13RDFLT,
CC4SOWESPAC.

**** CTF 77 Dispatch i91917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info COW3RDFLT.
* (C/3D)FLT Dispatch 200003 October 1944 to (7CG 30.7, info CONINCH,

CINCPAC, all Task Force a"d Task Group Commanders 3RDVLT.
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October 20th

(WAYSO in tine to rejoin TOG3.1 at Point KICK000 October 2st.* In
doing this he felt that TO 30.3 was now relatively secure frow enemy air or
surface attack since he had taken action previously to provide antisubearine
protection for this group after departure of the C(WPUS by ordering (a)
CTG 30.7 (Hunter Killer Group), consisting of the HOGGATT BAY, B•WS, SEID,
SELS and SAMEL S. MILE, to join it on this day, and (b) CTG 30.5 to
provide continuous antieukmarine cover for the group commencing October 22nd
until its arrival at Ulithi.**

At 0940 he received, as an. information addressee, a request from
CT? 77 to CTG 38.1 for a dusk CAP of eight VF over the objective area from
1730 until 1900 on D and D+l days and thereafter as practicable.***

At 0953 he received a dispatch frm CTF 77 wherein that co€mander,
in view of the fact that present orders did not indicate that the fast
carrier groups would be available to support operations after D-day, re-
quested that one fast carrier group be retained at the objective area after
D-day for the purpose of keeping enemy airfields in the western Visayas
neutralized and in order to be prepared against eneaW air attacks until the
situation clarified.*-*

As will be shown presently, he sent a combined reply to the
above two dispatches.

At 1050 he received information from CINCPAC to the effect that
be (CINCPAC) believed that Commander Main Force was planning to sortie his
command either on the 19th or the 20th. What consideration he gave this
information is not known, but, from his later actions, it seems unlikely
that he was concerned about it at this time. Perhaps he was relying on the
submarines and on the air searches from Tinian to keep him informed should
the X&aIn Force actually sortie.

At 1214 he replied to CTF 77's request (a) for dusk CAP in the
objective am (TCAP) addressed to CTG 38.1, and (b) for air support at the
objective area %fter D-day addressed to himself. He stated that TG's 38.1
and 38.4 were .:w on bombs and would have to retire about 1700 October 20th to
fuel October 219t, and that TO' I 38.2 and 38.3, then operating in strategic
support in the vicinity of Latitude 150 - 00'N, Longitude 127r -- 00'E, would
strike the western Visayas on the 21st from San Bernardino Strait area unless

a charge in the strategic situation prevented, in which case CT? 77 would be
notified. He then requested target priorities and instructions regarding air
coordination with other aircraft that might be attacking in the same area.

* CC3RDLT Dispatch 200027 October 1944 to CTG 30.3 info all TFC's and
TOC' a 3RDFLT.

SWar Diaries CTG 30.7, HGGTT jAY, VPB's 17, 21 and 216, October 20th,
1944.

See CT? 77 Dispatch 191930 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 3M.4,

CG3HDPLT, etc.
CTF 77 Dispatch 191921 October 1944 to CC)3RDFLT, info CTG' s 38.1,
38.2, 38.3, 38.4, 77.4 and CT?'. 38, 78 and 79.
CCIK31DFLT Dispatch 200314 October 194 to CTF 77, info CUNCPRA,
CCOMMIT, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleeta, etc.
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IN THIS ANSWER HE ACC04PLISHED THREE THINGS: HE (A) INDICATED
THAT HE WAS COGNIZANT OF CTF 77'S REQUEST TO CTG 38.1 FOR A DUSK TCAP BY
REFERRING TO THIS REQUEST IN HIS REPLY, (B) NOTIFIED CTF 77 OF THE PLANNED
ZIPLOYMENT OF HIS CCHMAND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, AND (C) BY EMPLOYING THE
PHRASE "UNLESS A CHANGE IN THE STRAT"I&GTC SITUATION PREVENTED", ALERTED CTF 77
TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE MIGHT BE UNABLE TO MAKE THE WESTERN VISAYAN
STRIKES.

WHILE HE DID NOT EXPLAIN THE REASONING BY WHICH HE ARRIVED AT
THE DECISIONS IN THE ABOWE DISPATCH, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT HE FELT THAT (A)
IT WAS NO LONGER WITHIN THE PROVINCE OF CTG 38.1 TO DETERMINE EVEN, IN PART,
THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE TASK GROUPS OPERATING IN DIRECT SUPPORT, BUT
RATH1ER FOR HIMSELF TO DO SO AND HE THEREFORE, BY THIS DISPATCH, ADVISED CTF
77 OF THE PLANNED MFPLOYMENT OF TF 38 WHICH WOULD DENY THE DUSK TCAP ON D+I
DAY, (B) SINCE TWO OF HIS CARRIER GROUPS WOULD BE REFUELING ON D+l DAY, AND
WOULD, THEREFORE, NOT BE IDO IATELY AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT OR COVER KING II,
HE COULD BETTER ACC04PLISH HIS OBJECTIVE BY STATIONING HIS REMAINING TWO
GROUPS IN A COVERING POSITION OFF SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT. FRCI THIS POSITION
HE COULD (A) PREVENT ANY ENEMY SURFACE FORCES FROM PENETRATING THE OBJECTIVE
AREA VIA SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT OR NORTHEAST OF THE PHILIPPINES* (TG'S 77.2
AND 77.4 WERE IN A POSITION TO GUARD THE APPROACHES FRC14 THE SOUTHEAST OR
VIA SURIGAO STRAIT) AND (B) PROVIDE INDIRECT PROTECTION AGAINST ENEMY AIR
ATTACKS ON THE OBJECTIVE AREA BY (1) STRIKING THE WESTERN VISAYAS AND (2)
RESUMING AIR ATTACKS AGAINST ENkXY AIRFIELDS ON LUZON AS NECESSARY TO KEEP
THEN NEUTRALIZED AND THUS, INTERDICT THE MOVEMENT OF AIRCRAFT FRCH THE EMPIRE
AND FOF4OSA TO THE OBJECTIVE AREA. CTF 77, BEING SO ALERTED TO THE

POSSIBILITY THAT COMTHIRDFLT MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO STRIKE THE WESTERN VISAYAS,
WOULD NCW BE PREPARED TO TAKE ALTERNATE ACTION.

At 1256, in accordance with this p1' an, he directed CTF 38 to
proceed in company with TG's 38.2 and 38.3 in sufficient time on thib day
to arrive in the vicinity of Latitude 130 - 30'N, Longitude 125' - 30'S,
about dawn October 21st where, in order to neutralize enemy air activity
in the central Philippines and to support 3OvESPAC operations, he was to (a)
launch a fighter sweep and two deck load strikes against the Bicol-Visayas
area with target priorities and coordination measures as supplied by CTF 77;
and (b) conduct on the same day, a morning and afternoon search of sector
310-0200 (T) to a distance of three hundred miles, with the exception that
the left sectors were to extend only to the east coast of Luton.•

Based on the concepts above expressed, the above directive
seems sound.

At 1309 he intercepted a contact report of one medium freighter

* Action Report C(J3RDFLT, Operations of Western Pacific Task Forces
and 3RDFLT, Serial 0085, January 25th, 1945.
C (431FLT Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to GTF 138, info CTG's 38.2,

and 38.3.
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and one oiler escorted by one destroyer, on course 0500 (T) (Contact 6).*

At 1333 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
wherein CCWV`RPCHINA stated that the FOURTEWTH Air Force had informed
him (COQMMV(EPCINA) that (a) gasoline difficulties had been overcome, (b)
a full search had been made and would continue to be made until orders were
received from GOMSOWESPAC to cease.**

At 1511 he receivad a contact report from a SKVENTHFLT antisub-
marine unit of a submarine just west of Halmahera (Contact 4).

At 1516 he suggested to CTF 38 that he make a small sweep and
strike against Coron Bay as there was a possibility of valuable oilers
there.****

AT 1542 HE RECEIVED A DISPATCH FREM CTG 38.2 (QUOTED IN FULL
UNDER "OPERATIONS CF CTG'S 38.2 AND 38.3, OCTOBER 20TH") TO THE GENERAL
EFFECT THAT HIS FIGHTER SQUADRON (FITERON EIGHT) "IS PRACTICALLY 1.00%
SUFFERING FROM COMBAT FATIGU" AND SHOULD BE REPLACED IMEDIATELY.*N4*

This dispatch seems to have come as a surprise. In this

connectLon, it seems wise to insert here the fact that at 1440 on the
precedirg day he (COMTHIRDFLT) had indicated by dispatch his intentions con-
cerning the complement of aircraft for "near future operations". In this
dispatch, he had stated that (a) for near future operations, it was his in-
tention to increase the fighter complement of each large carrier to fifty-
four with the exception of the BUNKER HILL which was to have a special
complement of 100 VF, (b) he planned to accomplish this as follows: (1)
TG 38.1. The HORNET and the WASP were to receive the necessary VF by fly
aboard delivery from Guam about November Zd; (2) TG 38.2. The BUNKER HILL
,as to proceed to Manus with TG 38.3 and was to leave there all VB and VT of

CVG EIGHT for return to Pearl. The necessary VF to build her fighter comple-
ment to 100 were to come from Saipan by fly aboard delivery about November

4th. The INTREPID and HANCOCK were to obtain the necessary VP from the CVE'e
in the Ulithi area after October 29th; (3) TG 38.3. The ESSEX and the LEXING-

TON were to cbtain their necessary VF during their availability period at
Manus; (4) TG 38.4. The FRANKLIN and the kNTERPRISE were to obtain their
necessary VF from the CM's in the Ulithi area after October 31st, (c) he
(COMTHIRDFLT) would arrange for the CVE' s in Ulithi to cover the requirements
for TG 38.2 and TG 38.4 and would also issue the necessary movement orders

for the replenishment of TG 38.1 and the BUNKER HILL near Saipan - CGam as

S * Search Plane Sector 1, frocm Morotai, Dispatch 200245 October 194ý4 to
5TH•BMCM.

** CCU4AVGRPCHINA Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to CC)SOLNPAC, info

CINCPOA, C043k'DFLT.

" *** CTU 70.2.1 Dispatch 200202 October 1944 to CTG 70.2, G()TTFLT, info
CTF 77.

S•** C-UORDYLT TBS Voice Radio Message 201516/I Octobei 1944 to CTF 38.
S•***� COG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 2003345 October 1944 to CTF 38, info CWM3RDVLT
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indicated above, (d) it was intended that the resultant air groups of each
large carrier, except the BUNKER HILL and the ENTERPRISE, would be
approximately fifty-four VF,9 twenty-four VB, and eighteen VT, and (e) the
task force and task group comanders were to take necessary action to
facilitate the accomplishment of this plan by (1) effecting redistribution
of aircraft within the task groups, and (2) instituting liaison with the
replenashment sources above indicated.*

SINCE, IN THIS DISPATCH, HE HAD INDICATE0 THAT THE BUNKER HIIL
WAS TO PROCEED TO MANUS WHERE SHE WAS TO RECEIVE A SPECIAL CCKPLEWN OF 100
VF AND WAS TO LEAVE AT MANUS THE VB AND VT OF CVG EIGHT FOR RETURN TO PEARL
HARBO, IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT THE THOUGHT CROSSED HIS MIND THAT THIS
SUDDEN REPORT ON FITERON EIGHT'S CONDITION HAD BEEN TRIGGERED BY THE ABOVE
DISPATCH. HIS GAT CONCERN NOJ MUST HAVE BEEN AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THIS
UNREST WAS CONFINED SOLELY TO THE BUVM HILL OR WHETHER IT WAS DEVELOPING IN
OTHER CARRIER AIR GROUPS AS WELL, AIM, IF SO, TO WHAT EXTENT,,

The fact that he did not issue any dispatches thereon on this day
shows that he desired to (a) &aait further inforation from CTG 38.2, and
(b) to study this development and its implications on his present and future
operations.

At 1517 he received a contact report on two destroyers off the
west coast of Palawan on course 090 0 (T), speed 15 knots (Contact 7).N*

At 1613 he received a copy of CTG 30.5's dispatch instructions
directing that his seaplanes based at Kossol Passage locate TG 30.3 on
October 22nd and then provide continuous ASW coverage for that group between
Longitudes 1310 - OOvE and 1350 - OO1E, and that Ulithi-based seaplanes
provide similar cover between Longitude 1350 - OO'E and Ulithi.*

At 1615 he notified CTG 30.9 (CCUEVRWN TEN - CCHSERVPAC
representative at Ulithi) that it now appeared that the CANBERRA and HOUSTON
could be brought into Ulithi about October 27 or 28th "if luck held out" and
directed that arrangements be made to expedite emergency repairs to these
vessels to permit their early return to Pearl on a basis not to interfere
with essential repairs to other THIRDFLT vessels.**** It is presumed that
OCMTHIRDFLT had in mind three things when he used the expression "if luck
holds out", namely (1) continued favorable weather (2) successful progress
of en route salvage operations, and (3) protection against attack by enemy
submarines (he had just estimated the day before, as a result of three
submarine sightings, that the enemy might be deploying these submarines to
attack TO 30.3).**-*

* CUC43RDFLT Dispatch 190541 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1, 38.2,
38.3 and 38.4.

** 5TH E(IIC(O4 Dispatch 201435/I October 1944 to AOIC.
~M* COG 30.5 Dispatch 200017 October 1944 to CTU 30.5.1 and 30.5.4, MTO

30.3, etc., Info CCK3RDFLT, etc.
*5-5* CCH3RDFLT Dispatch 200715 October 1944 to MTG 30.9, info C0ISERVPAC,

CTG 30.3, etc.
*0* War Diary CIMCPAC, Octobor 20th, 1944.
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At 162$ he received a dispatch from CTF 38 recommending in light
of CTG 38.2'1 200345 that (a) the entire air group (Air Group EIGHT) be
relieved in its entirety by Air Group FOUR, or (b) VF EIGHT be relieved by
(1) V? ZIGHTI-OME, now in reserve at Pearl, or (2) by the VP squadrons from
two operating CVL's.* a

At 1650 he received a contact report on two destroyers in the
western Celebes Sea on course 080°(T) (Contact 5).*

At 1743 he sent to CSCMEOWSPAC an additional report concerning
the results of the attacks against northern Luzon by TO 38.2 on October 18th
stating, among other thinge, that (a) three planes had been destroyed on the
ground at Aparri, (b) one large transport or cargo vessel and one patrol
vessel had been sunk at Lapog Bay (northwest coast of Luzon) and (c) the
runway at Aparri, and the barracks and fuel dump at Laoag, had been hit.***
The ou•iinal report has been discussed under "Operations of CTG 38.2,
October 18th".

At 1744 he directed CTG 38.1 to delay shifting of the MARSHALL
to TG 38.2 until October 22nd.4

At 1809 he directed CTG 38.4 to delay transferring BILOXI to
TG 38.2 until October 22nd.*****

At 1915 he received a dispatch from CIOIA¥VWPCHINA reporting thatý
based on a photographic reconnaissance mission flown on the 18th, there were
about 184 operational aircraft in the two eorthern Formosa airfields
(Tainan and Okayama) photographed.**N***

This information was not a surprise to him for he had already
been advised that the Japanese might decide to move air reinforcements into
the Philippines from the E&pire and Formosa. This report, however, gave
indications that many aircraft were being concentrated in the Takao area,
from whence it was but a short flight into Luzon.

At 2022 he received the announcement that GHIQ SOWESPAC Advance
Echelon had been established at Leyte at 1200 and GHQ SOWESPAC and Rear

SCTF 38 Visual Dispatch 200615 October 194, to CUK3RDFLT, CTG 38.2.
*11 Radio Hollandia Dispatch 201100/I October 19"4 to all concerned

SOMESPAC current operations.
C(M3RDFLT Dirpatch 200843 October 1944 to COISOWESPAC and CINCPAC,
info COCINCH, COI7THFLT, etc.

**** CCI3RDFLT Dispatch 200644 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, into CTG 38,2.
* •**•, C(C3RDFLT Dispatch 200909 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, info CTG 38.2,

**I* ALUSLO 14THBCMCXI Dispatch 190202 October 1944 to CONAVGiUPCHIMA
passed to CINCPAC for action who re-encyphers and passes to CCILNCH,
CM!OESPAC, CTF 7'7, CCM3RDFLT, etc. for info.
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Echelon GHQ SOWESPAC remained at Hollandia and Brisbane, respectively.*

At 2122 he amplified his previous operation orders for the
employment of TF 38 on October 21st and promulgated the schedule for October
22nd as follows: (a) CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 proceed after fueling October 21st
to Point READY (Latitude 150 OOIN, Longitude 1270 - OOtE) to arrive 0600
October 22nd and operate within fifty milej of this point; (b) CTG 38.2
proceed after making the Visayas strikes October 21st to join TG' s 38.1 ayl
38.4 at 0600 October 22nd; conduct 300 mile sector search between 2900 - 3600
(T) during morning and afternoon October 22nd; (c) CTG 38.3 proceed on
October 21st after the Visayas strikes to fuel in Area MICK at 0700 October
22ad; (d) CTG 38.1** assume tactical co=Aana of task groups in company.*

THIS MEANTI THAT ALL THREE CARRIER GROUPS AVAILABLE OCTOBER 22ND
WOULD BE OPERATING IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT ABOUT 270 MILES NORTH-NORTHEAST OF
THE OBJECTIVE AREA (THE FOURTA GROUP CANNOT BE CONSIDERED AS READILY AVAILABLE
SINCE IT WOULD BE FUELING IN AREA KICK SiME 300 MILES NORTHEAST OF THE
OBJECTIVE AREA). Bf THIS ACTION CCMTHIRDFLT HAD DISREGARDED CTF 77'S REQUEST
FOR THE RETENTION OF ONE FAST CARRIER GROUP AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA AFTER D-DAY
"UNTIL THE SITUATION CLARIFIED". WHY DID HE DO SO? PERHAPS HE REASONED
TWH.T THiE B(MBARDMENT SHIPS AND THE ESCORT CARRIERS COULD HANDLE THE SITUATION
AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA. MOREOVER, CTG 77.4, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BASIC AIR
PLAN,**** WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR AIR DEFENSE AND AIR SUPPORT AT THE OBJECTIVE
AREA AND CCMTHIRDFLT WAS TO PROVIDE STRATEGIC SUPPORT AND STRIKES SUBSEQUENT
TO D-DAY AS REQUESTED BY EITHER CTF 77 OR COMSOWKSPAC. THEREFORE, AIR
PROTECTION AND SUPPORT AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA AS REQUESTED BY CTF 77, EXCEPT
FOR A NIGHT CAP, HAD NOT BEEN INCLUDED IN HIS ASSIGNED TASKS AND HIS
STRIKES AGAINST ENEMY AIRFTiLDS IN THE WESTMRN VISAYAS THIS DAY DID NOT
INDICATE A NEED FOR FURTHER NEUTRALIZATION AFTER Del DAY AS IS POINTED OUT
UNDER "OPERATIONS OF GT' S 38.1 AND 38.4, OCTOBER 2OTH".

IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, AND POSSIBLY FLOWING OUT OF THE
GENERAL SITUATION, WAS THE FACT THAT C(kfTHIRDFLT WAS BECOMING MORE AND MORE
CONGC1RNED OVER (A) OPERATION HOTFOOT,***** AND (B) THE FATIGUE OF HIS PILOTS,
AND FELT THAT HIS CCZ<2MAND SHOULD NOT BE REQUIRED TO SUPPLY TASK GROUPS FOR
LOCAL SUPPORT WHEN THE INDICATIONS OF ENaMY REACTION IN S'TENGTH CONTINUED TO
BE MEAGER. HE LIKELY FEKLT THAT HIS ACTIONS WERE IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS AGREE-
MENT WITH C(X31OWESPAC CcwPLurED ON SEPTri4BER 30TH WHEREIN IT WAS ESTABLISHED
THAT SHOULD HE BE REQUESTED BY EITHMR COMSCWESPAC OR CCMSEVENTHFLT TO
PROVIDE CARRIER STRIKhES IF NECESSITArED BY THE EXISTING SITUATION, HE WAS TO

* GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 20051Q October 1944 to C0M3RDFLT, CANF and CAAF
SOWE•SPAC, C.G. 6TH Army, etc.
CTF 38 aboard LEXINGTON in TG 38.3 to be absent this date while fuel-
ing; OTG 38.1 Jm WA3P next senior corrnnand, excluding CC?43RDFLT
aboard NEW JRShEY in TG' 38.2.

**' CGOM3RDFLT Dispat(.h 201222 October L944 to GTF 38, CTG 30.8 and all
TGC's TF 38, info CINCPAC, C(IM4SWESPAC, CTF 77, etc.

S** CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Appendix G.

* *Air Strikes against the Japanese mainland.
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COMPLY OR IMMEDIATELY REPORT INABILITY. HE APPEARS TO HAVE FELT THAT HE
HAD REPORTED HIS ABILITY HERE, ALBEIT BY IMPLICATION.

THE FACT THAT HE HAD ORDERED AIR SEARCHES IN THE DIRECTION OF
LUZON STRAIT BUT SEEKS TO HAVE TAKEN NO OTHER ACTION SUGGESTS THAT HE WAS NOT
CONCERNED OVER MOST OF THE CONTACTS RECEIVED THIS DAY BUT WAS SOMEWHAT
CONCERNED ABOUT A POSSIBLE TRANSIT THROUGH THIS PASSAGE BY THE SECOND STRIK-
ING FORCE IN AN ATTEMPT TO REINFORCE THE LEYTE GARRISON FORCES VIA "TOKYO
EXPRESS" TACTICS. HE KNEW THAT THIS ENEMY FORCE HAD LAST BEEN OBSERVED AT
1400 OCTOBER 19TH OFF NORTHERN FORMOSA HEADING TOWARD FORMOSA STRAIT,
(CONTACT 2). NEVERTHELESS, THE REPORTED CCI4POSITION OF THIS FORCE (FOUR
HEAVY CRUISERS AND FIVE DESTROYERS) WAS HARDLY SUCH AS TO REQUYRE THE OVER-
WHFlMING SUPERIORITY OF THREE FAST CARRIER TASK GROUPS TO OPPOSE IT. DOES
IT NOT SEE4 LOGICAL TO SAY THAT HE COULD HAVE STATIONED ONE OF HIS CARRIER
GROUPS OFF SAMAR ABOUT MIDWAY BETWEEN SAN BERNARDINO AND SURIGAO STRAITS SO
AS TO BE IN A GOOD POSITION TO INTERCEPT ANY ATTIXPT BY THE ENEMY TO PENETRAIE
THE OBJECTIVE AREA VIA THESE PASSAGES AND AT THE SAME TIME LEND AIR SUPPORT I
AND PROTECTION TO THE ASSAULT FORCES IF SO REQUIRED?

IT IS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO NOTE THAT aE ORDERED NO CARRIER-
BASED AIR SEARCHES IN THE DIRECTION OF THE ,E4PIRE WHERE., ACCORDING TO HIS
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION, THE EN124Y CARRIERS WERE LOCATED. HE LIKELY WAS
DEPENDING ON (A) THE TF 17 SUBMARINES STATIONED OFF BIUNGO SUIDO AND KII SUIDO
(DIAGRAM B) TO GIVE HIM EARLY WARNING OF TiE DEPARTURE OF THE CARRIERS-THEY
HAD ALREADY REPORTED THE SORTIE OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE ON OCTOBER 15TH,*
AND (B) THE LAND AND TENDER-BASED DAYLIGHT AIR SEARCHES FROM THE MARIANAS AND
PALAU (DIAGRAM B) TO GUARD AGAINST AN APPROACH TO THE PHILIPPINES FROM THE
EASTERN SEMI-CIRCLE. NEVERTHELESS, THE SUBMARINES OFF THE EMPIRE WERE TOO
THINLY DISPOSED TO GUARANTEE POSITIVE DETECTION OF AN ENEMY SORTIE AND THE
AIR SEARCHES FROM TINIAN AND PALAU WERE TOO INFREQUENT--ONCE EVERY TWENTY-
FOUR HOURS.

It is also or interest to note that, despite the fact he now
knew of Japanese air concentrations in southern Formosa, he had ordered no
air searches over northern Luzon, and over the Clark Field complex in
particular, on either October 21st or 22nd to ascertain whether or not
Japanese aircraft were likewise being concentrat.ed there. While his reason
for not making the above air searches are not known, it seems likely that,
in addition to those which have been dit,'ssed earlier--i.e., his concern
over Operation }|OTF(X)T and the fatigue of' his pilots-they included (a) his
belief that he haa so heavily damaged the Japanese land-based air arms in
his strikes in the Nansei Shoto, Formosa, and northern Luzon that they were
not ready yet to take further immediate action of consequence, and (b) his
knowledge that Japanese reaction by sea and air to the Allied larndtngu had so
far beere very meager and gave no indication of counteraction in r, tren4rth.

WHAiTLVSU MAY HAVE HiKN 1iL:; iýEASON.; F.h NOT :;,ARCHiNk-, NO•R'i'kN

D U%/!G() Disp;atlch 1 510)1, October _F)h4Z- to C'(TF 117, info C'(AM3R1t)1'LT.

10~7



CO4TKII'FLT
ZTb1&ZIA .. October 20th

LUZON ON THESE DAYS, THEY ARE NOT CONSIDERED SOUND BECAUSE THE MOSr LIKELY
AND 140ST DANGEROUS ENEMY REACTION AT THIS TIME AGAINST THE SOIESPAC FORCES
IN LEYTE GULF COULD BE EXPECTED TO BE END4Y AIRCRAFT OPERATING IA&GLY OUT
OF LUZ•ki. THAT THE JAPANESE EXPECTED HIM TO ATT24PT TO PREVENT SUCH CON-
CENTRATIONS, EVEN ON FORMOSA, IS CLEAR WHEN IT IS RECALLED THAT THEY DAILY
CONDUCTED NIGHT SEARCHES E SEAPLANES OF THE 901ST AIR GROUP IN A SOUTH-
EASTERLY DIRECTION FROM GARAN BI TO PREVENT SURPRISE ATTACKS BY CARRIERS Of'
TF 38 ON THEIR CONCENTRATIONS IN SOUTHERN FOLMOSA.

THE ABOVE SEARCH COULD HAVE BEEN EASILY EFFECTED ON THE 21ST AND
22ND BY INCREASING SLIGHTLY THE ARC OF SEARCH IN THE NORTHWEST QUADRANT TO
COVER THE ARC ABOUT 2700 - 3600 (T) AND BY MOVING THE TASK GROUFSCONCERI.ED
ABOUT SIXTY MILES TO THE WESTWARD IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE RADIUS OF SEARCH
AT 300 MILES. THIS WESTWARD MOVEMENT CLEARLY WOULD NOT PREVENT ADEQUATE
COVER OF SOWESPAC FORCES.

During the late evening he received two dispatches (discussed in
full under "Operations of CTG 30.5, October 20th") as follows: at 2213 a
report from CTU 30.5.3 and at 2327 a report from CTU 30-5.1, both reporting
all searches negative.*

At 2355 he received, from CTF 77, a report that (a) the Leyte
operation was proceeding according to schedule, (b) Allied troops had landed
at Panaon Strait at 0930 without opposition, (c) the landings had been made
on the southern and northern beaches at 1000 with only minor opposition at
the beachheads and moderate opposition as the troops moved inland, and (d)
only four enemy planes had been reported in the area with no attack3 pressed
home until 1620 (actually 1602) at which time a single enemy plie
torpedoed the HONOLULU, extent of damager not yet determined.**

He derived great satisfaction from the above report, particularly
in regard to the lack of any appreciable enemy air activity at the objective
area for two reasons: (1) it signified the success of his pre-D-day carrier
strikes agaiLnst Formosa axad Luzon, which strikes had clearly contributed
greatly toward neutralizing the respective airfields and had assisted in pre-
venting tha Japanese from reinforcing, in any appreciable number, their sadly
depleted air strengtn in the Philippines;*** and (2) it supported his estirdate

in regard to the weakness of Japanese air power, based on his SeDpember
strikes against the Philippines as a result of which he had recommendod that

KING II be inauguratec immediately.****

At 2100 CC14THIRDFLT's flagship with TG 38.2, was bearing 082 0 (T),

distant 105 miles from Catanduanes Island.

CTU 30.5.3 Dispatch 201.010 October 1944 to CCH1.RDFLT0 info CTG 30.5,

CTF's 57, 59, all TFC's 3RDFLT; CrU 30.5.1 Di-p•tch A)1146 Octobec 1911
to CC13R.DFLT, info CTG 30.5, all TýC' s 3RD)FLT.

* CTF 77 Dispatch A00755 October 1904 to( ý) (J(Mr';'AC iitfc CLiT(1AG, CUW-

INCH, CU43RDFLAT, all TFC' s 3KD and 7TH F.leets, itc,

'•* Action' heport C(OM3iI)FLT, Operations of Weitern Pueaific lask Forces, anU

"3hDFLT, Serial 0085, January 25th, 1945.
*-**- CM.3(14.3FL'1 hispatch 13oj w 3 Ja epteiaher 19h1, io CINCI'OA, info C(I.'.ii•,J"AC

and C(OINCH.



TF38 "An
CTG1 3 38,1 %n -,'.48

CJ~fD'~ft1ALOf~ober 20th

(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) October 20th.*

(a) Operations of CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 (Yast Carrier
Groups), October 20th.

At the beginning of the day CPG• s 38.1 a&M 38.4 wore
heading on course 155 0 (T) at twenty-three knots toward their dawn launching
position in Latitude 110 - 30N, Longitude 1260 - 30OZ to launch pre-
landing-hour air .trikes in direct support of the Leyte landings, and also to
provide fighter sweeps of the western Visayas and rtrthern Mindanao airfield,*
north of Latitxe 060 - 45'N as necessary to destr, enemy aircrmf6..** This
latter had been requested by COSV9VENHFLT on October eth,-** at which time
the latter comandeL had sent to CwMrlihtDPT his target assigrments foi the
period D-4 to 1-day.

At this time TG 38.1 consisted c, WASP, HORNET,
MOMN Y, CI&STLR, ?ENSACOLJ, SALT LiKE CI-fY, SAN DIEGO, OAKLAND, MARSHALL,
CASSIN, DOWNES, DUNLAP, FANNING, CASE, CUMMINGS, McCAL14, 140•9O•Ri"8, IZARD,
CO•NNR•, BROWN, and TG 3$.4 consisted of FEANKLIN, SAN JACINTO, ENTERPRISE,
BLUIZAU WOOD, BILOXI, NEW ORLEANS, MURY, GRIDIn.Y, hi'CM, MUGFORD, RALPH
TALBOT, PATTERSON, BAG"EY, WIM-6S, NýCWWLON, SWANSON.

During the early moming, and probably at 01.30 (vitin
it was received by CTY 79), both CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 received a dispatch
from CONTHIPFLT (qpioted in fill anddr "Uperations of CCMTHIRDFLT, October
20th") which indicated CUMTHIRDFLT' s intentions concerning csbanges in the
complements of aircraft withim the cavriers of 'VY 38 for %r6ar future
operations", This dispa-tch did not apoear to cause, aL this time, any
unusual tensions within the abxve task groups.

S* A•. tn" beglnnin of the day TF 38 exclusive of the CABUiT and COWPENS
which had not as yet rejoined had a total of 533 VF, 217 VB ann 206
VT, These figures are less by approyimately 40 VF than those
contained in Voliume I1 ov "The Battle for Leyte Gulf" inasmuch as
new and mome reliable records have been acquired qubsequent to the
promulgation of Volume IT.

*• r ar Diary CTG 38.2, October .f{)th, 19')4; also Deck Lop, !TANKLIN,
October 20th, 1944.

• C(MT7iHFUi 0ispatch 080329 October 19" to COM3RDFLT.

• ' ' ' I I I I I I I I I l I I1i09I



'A CTG's 38.1 and 38.4,
•'• CONFD• i October 20th

Accordingly, the two task groups arrived on station at
baout dawn and comemen d launching aircraft as follows:*

Time Strike Designation Composition Sorties

C559 Fighter Sweep 36 VF 36

o610 Strike ABLE 34 VF, 1 VF (P), 101
3 VFB, 32 VB,

31 VT

0700 Strike BAKER 31 VF, 6 VF (P), 101
3 VFB, 33 VB,

28 VT

1207 Fighter Sweep 8 VF 8

Total Sorties 246

The armament for the above strikes consisted generally of
,bombs, rockete and napalm, iki addition to the normal loading of machine gun
amMUr ition.

Ideal. weather conditions prevailed throughout the day.
In thie operating area the ceiling and visibility were unlimited, with a
smooth sea and moderate northwesterly winds. Over Leyte and the western
Visayas there were a few scattered cirrus and cumulus clouds, with light

*Act1orn Report HORNET, Ryukyu Islands, Forirosa and Philippine Operations
October 2nd - 27th, 1.944, Serial. 0031, October 28th, 1944; Action Report
MONTEREY, Operations Against Nansei Shoto,Sakishima Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon, Visayas, etc., October 2nd - 28th (EL), 1944, Serial 0029,
October 27th, 1944; also Aircraft Action Reports Air Group 14; forwarled
by WASP, Serial 0238, November 9th, 1944; Action Report F.i'ERPRISE,
Operations Ag&inat the Enemy, Nansei Shoto, Foxmosa, Philippine Islands,
October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 6053, October 31st, 1944; Action
ReporL BELLEAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Luzon and
the Visayas, October 7th - 21st, 19"4, Sexrp] C170, November 3rd, 194it;
Act.on Report SAN JACINTO, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa,
Luzon, and Visayas, etc., October 7th -- 21st, 1914, Serial O013k, October
31st, 1944; a) .,o Aircraft Act.ion Report Air Group 13, forwarded by
FRAMLIN, Serial D193, November 7th, 1944; Aircraft Action Report Air
Group 51, Serial 0056, October 23rd, 1944, no forwarding endorsement.
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CTG's 38.1 and 38.4
SOctober 20th V

haze at the lower levele, visibility ten to twelve miles.* The sun rose at•'0629 and set at 1819.4

The fighter sweeps against northern Mindanao were

launched by CTG 38.1 and those against the w'stern Visayas by CTG 38.4. The
Visayas sweeps were recovered at 0938 and the Mindanao sweeps at 1020. The
afternoon fighter sweep (Visayas) landed aboard at 1620. Except on the Del
Monte airfield in northern Mindanao, where one plane was reportedly destroyed
and six others damaged,** no evidence of any enemy activity either in the air
or on the ground was observed.

Strikes ABLE and BAKER reported on station over the
objective area to CSACP and attacked ground targets behind the southern
landing beaches as designated by him by grid system, comtencing at 0815 and
ending at 0915. These attacks were directed against enemy mortar batteries
and trerches along the beach at San Pablo airfield, on Catmon Hill, at
Liberanan Head, in Dulag Town and Dagami Town. The latter town was attacked
because it was reportedly the site of the Japanese headquarters for the
defense of Leyte. Actually, the results of the pre-landing-hour strikes were
for the most part umobs rved, owing to the dense foliage and smoke that
obscured many of the targets. However, Dagami Town was leveled, large fireo
were observed among the ýuildings in Dulag Town, and installations at San
Pablo airfield rceeived numerous bomb hits.*** Available Japanese accounts,
while mentioning these attacks, do not elaborate.****

THiRE WAS CONSIDERABLE CONGESTION IN THE AIR OVER THE

OBJECTIVE AREA, CAUSED LARGEIA, BY TFE LARGE NUMBER OF PLANES FROM THE ESCORT
CARRIER GROUPS AND THE TWO FAST C0.UIER GROUPS, WHICH OV&RLOADED THE LIMITED
COM•UNICATION CHANNELS ALI) DELAYED ThE ASSIGNMENT OF TARGETS BY C01MANDER

. * Deck Logs WASP and FRANKLIN, October 20th, 19V+; Action Report B-ELLEAU

W(OD, October 7th - 21st, 1944, Action Against Nensei Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon and the Visayas, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944; Action Report
WASP, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Miyako jima, Northern Luzon,
Formosa, Manila Bay Area, Leyte, etc., October 2nd - 27th, 19", Serial
0040, October 28th, 1944; action Report FRAIGMIN, Operations Against the
Fnemy at Nansei 3hoto, Formosa and the Philippine Islands, October
7th - 21st, Serial. 0039, October 31st, 1944.

• * Aircraft Action Reports Air Group 14, forwarded by WASP, Serial 0238,
November 9th, 1944; also Action Report HORWýT, October 2nd - 27th, 1944,
Serial 0031, October 28th, 1944; Action Report MONTEREY, October 2nd -
28th (EL), 1944, Serial 0029, Octotbr 27th, 194.4.

•N'* Action Report CTG 38.1, Operations Against Okinawa, Formota, Northern
Luzon, Leyte, etc., October 2nd - 29th, 1944, Serial 00101, December
15th, 1944; also Acticn Report CTG 38.4, Operations Against (Yxinawa
Jima, Formosa, !uzon, Vi.:ayas, etc., October 7th -21st, 194J4. Serial

=263. November 16th, 1944.
• 5-* 14TH Area Army Operations on ILeyte, Japanese 5tudies in World War ii,

Office of the Chief of Miliitary Histcry, Histo-ical Section G-2, GHQ,
FEC, File No. 8-5, JS-7, 851-7.
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CTG'!s 38.1 anid 38.4
= October 20th

SUPPORT AIRCRAFT. IN SOME CASES, SUPPORT GROUPS HAD TO ORBIT OVER THEIR
DESIGNATED REFERENCE POINTS FOR ALWOST TWO HOURS BEFORE RECEIVING TARGET
ASSIGNMENTS. THIS WAS CAUt), IN PART, BY THE FACT THAT THE PRIOR COORDINA-
TION AND PLANNING, BETWEEN CTF 77 AND THE FAST CARRIER GROUPS HAD ONLY BEEN
OF A GMERAL NATURE. FOR EXMPLE, IN THE CASE OF TG 38.1, THE DETAIL0E
ORWERS REGARDING THE NUMBERS, ARMAHT AND COMPOSITION OF THE VARIOUS STRIKE
GROUPS FOR D-DAY HAD NOT EEN ISSUED UNTIL THE PREVIOUS EVENING NOR HAD
C000ANDER SUPPORT AIRCRAFT BEEN INFOR(ED PREVIOUSLY AS TO THE AIRCRAFT TO BE
EXPECTED FRM THE TWO FAST CARRIER (MOUPS.*

At 0816 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 requestbig,
in part, that, in addition to his bombing attacks on the beach installations,
he also make fighter swoeps of the western Visayas and Mindanao airfields
north of Latitude 080 - 45' N.** Since his fighters were already executing
the latter task, he took no furtl'-r action thereon.

At 1453 CTG 38.4 directed M- 30.8 (Fleet Oiler and
Transport Carrier Group) to detach the McCALL, which had been left to operate
with the oiler group since October 16th due to an engineering casualty during
fueling, to rejoin his carrier group at Point MICK at 0700 the following
day.***

CTG 38.1 stationed a night CAP of four VF(N) o', er his
task group from 0431 until 0727, and a daylight CAP of twenty VF, plus a
SNASP of four VF and four VT, from 0615 until 1800. In addition, in
compliance with a request he had received from CTF 77 at O9 3 5 ,**** he pro-
vided at the objective area a dusk CAP of six VF(N), which he launched at
1757 and recovered at 2112.*

CTG 38.4 maintained over his task group from 0558 until
1748 a daylight CAP of eight VF and a SNASP of four VP and four VB/VT, except
that between 1159 and 1538 he increased his CAP to twelve VF.

The only enemy air activity encountered during the day by
either task group occurred at 0841 when the CAP from TG 38.4 shot down a

Action Reports HORkNET, Ryuku Islands, Formosa and Philippine
Operations, October 2nd -27th, 1944, Serial O031, October 28th, 1944;
BELLEAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Luzon, Visayas,
October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944; Report of
Support Aircraft Operation, KING 11, Commander Support Aircraft,
7THPLT, letter November 2nd, 1944, No Serial.

** CTF 77 Dispatch 191917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info C.G. 5TH Air
Force, LTU '77.4.3, CTF 38, CTG 77.4, etc.

"** CTG 38.4 Dispatch 200553 October 1944 to CTG 30.8; also War Diary
McCALL, October 16th, 1944.

**-* CTF 77 Dispatch 191930 October 19414 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 38.4, etc.
SWar Diary CTG 38.1, October 2Oth, 1944; also Action Report WASP,

Operation Against Okinawa Jima, Miyako Jima, Northern Luzon,
Formosa, Manila Bay Area, Leyte, etc., October Z-d - 27th, 1944,
Serial 0040, October 28th, 1944.



CTG's 38.2 and 38.3

October 20th - .

carrier-type reconnaissance plane bearing 185 0 (T), distant thirty-eight
mile$.*

Total aircraft losses for both groups consisted of
one VF from the BELLEAU WOOD hit by enemy antiaircraft fire over Cebu air-
field during the morning fighter sweep, and one VB from the WASP lost
operationally. The pilot of the VF was rescued by the McDEMRUT;* the pilot
and aircrewman of the VB were picked up by the CONNER.**

At 1910 CTG 38.1 received instructions from COMTH:RD-
FLT to delay shifting the MARSHALL to TG 38.2 until October 22-nd.*

At 1915 CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 set course 035 0 (T), speed
eighteen knots, toward their fueling rendeivous with TG 30.8 at Point MICK
at 0700 the following day.****

At 1953 CTG 38.4 received instructions from C(MTffIRD-
FLT to delay shifting the BILOXI to TG 38.1 until October 22nd.*

At 2400 CTG 38.1 was bearing 2170(T), distant 140
miles from Point HICK, and CTG 33.4 was bearing 225 0 (T), distant 130 miles
from Point KICK. At this time TG 38.1 had a total of 124 VF, 46 VB and 42
VT and TG 38.4 a total of 110 VF, 44 VB and 46 VT.

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2 and CTG 38.3 (Fast Carrier
Groups), October 20th.

During the early morning, and probably at 0150 (when

it was received by CTF 79), both CTG's 38.2 and 38.3, which were heading
independently toward their noon rendezvous in the vicinity of Point READY

(Latitude 150 - COIN, Longitude 1270 - OO'E), received a dispatch from COM-
THIRDFLT, who, it will be recalled, was in Lhe NEW Jr;REY with TG 38.2

(quoted in full under "Operations of C0I4THIRDFLT, October 20th"), which
indicated COKTHIRDFLT's intentions concerning changes in the complements of
aircraft within the carriers of TF 38 for "near future operations". This
dispatch did not appear to cause at this time any unusual tensions within
TG 38.3, but, as will be shown later, it seems to have caused considerable
tension within TG 38.2 and notably within the BUNKkR HILL, which carrier, it
will be recalled, was to (a) have a comiplement of 100 VF, and (b) transfer
ashore her present Vt3 and VT complement.*I****

Action Report. BWLLLAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon and the Visayas, October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 0170,
November 3rd, 1944.
Deck Log WASP, October 20th, 1944.
C1,3RDFLT bisp&tch 200844 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 38.2.

**I.-* War Diary MONTEREY, October 20th, 1944.
* COM3RDFLT Dispatch 200909 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, info CTG 38..2,

BILOXI.
GC()3f1)FLT Dispatch 190540 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's '38.1, 38.2,
38.3 and 38.4.
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